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Rinkteonfuc cxalteth a nation : but <4 is 4 med to any people, = 
L£xcept ye repent, ye Hall periſh. 
To-day if ye will hear bid voice, harden not your beart. 


GLORY 79 GOD IN THE HIGHEST, ON 4 SARTH PEACE, 600h 
WILL TOWARDS MEN. 


2 


«©. When empire in its childhood Grit appears, 
©. A watchful fate o' erſees its tender years; 


% And elbows all the kingdoms round about: 

& Till from behind there ſtarts ſome neighb'ring late, 
& And puſhes on its now unwieldy weight; 

4% Then down the precipiee of time it goes, 

& And ſinks in minutes, which in ages roſe,” 

The worm that gnaws their ſpreading gourd, is Sin, 
When this prevails, their ruin mu begin, 


Dzyven, 


Dundee, 


PRINTED N THE YEAR M,DCC,XCV. 


PRICE TWO SHILLINGS. 


— 


& 
k 


% When grown more ſtrong it ſweils and ſtretches out, E 
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Page 78, line 3, for aſpect, read ſubject. : 35 
— 7, — 12, for emotions, read commotions. 
— 116, — 15, for force, read enforce. | 


Other r typographical errors the . can ety corre in peeing | 


10 THE PUBLIC. * 


| | "$7 HERE is ſomething in human nature that leads moſt min 
| Sg to entertain ſome reſpect for the opinion of their fellow crea. 
. "tures; and he is unworthy of the priry-ges of a. Citizen, and a 
ſtranger to the temper and character of a Chriſtian, who is totally 
_ | deſtitute of this virtuous ſentiment. A feelin; ind, when awak⸗ 
to ſentiments of honour, virtue, and boy” mult experi- 
enee pain, ſhould his conduct be 'miſrepreſfented, and his beſt, or 
moſt innocent actions attributed to unworthy motives, or repnted the 
reſult of evil intentions, and calculated to promote bad purpoſes. 
The author of the following ſermons deems himfelf boud to give 
ſome account of the reaſons which have induced to publiſh them; 
and alſo to embrace this opportunity of explaining the motives that 
have influenced ſome parts of his conduct, apt to be miſunderſtogd 
| by friends, or miſrepreſented by enemies. 
ö. Tue ſubſtance of theſe diſcourſes was delivered, 5 1 57 ago, to 
a large audience, many of whom earneftly ſolicited their publi- 
cation. To remove every obſtacle, a few Friends offered, if only 
-entruſted with the manuſcript, to take the whole expence of the 
impreſſion. upon themſelves, and alſo the trouble of uſhering them 
Into the word. However willing to oblige ſuch, yet a farther rea- 
ſon weighed not a little in bringing them forth to public view. 1f 
the author be well informed, ſome, whom he would be forry to difo. 
. blige, were diſſatisfied with certain things in them, when delivered 
from the pulpit; and they are now publiſhed, that very one whochuſes  / 
may have it in his power to judge for himſelf, how far the things 
advanced are agreeable to truth, and worthy of ſerions attention ia 
the preſent alarming criſis. "Tho? a pubic ſpeaker mould not he LY 
made an offender for a word or phraſe, uttered in the fervency of bis < © 
ſpirit; yet would the author not chuſe ta deliver from the pulpit, | 7 
what he might not avow before the ſun. He can declare, and ap- 2 
peal to thoſe that heard him. that not a ſingle expreſſion is ſoften- | 
add, nora ſingle idea deſignedly omitted in the printed copy. Nay, * 
many things are added, eſpecially in the notes, that were neither 
delivered in the pulpit, nor indeed, meant to be ſo, and others 
that could not be overtaken; ſo extenſive is the ſubject, tho? it oc- 
. cupied the whole day, and an evening exerciſe,” The duty il- 4 
luſtrated is intereſting and ſeaſonable, waiting for the Lord in the 
way of his judgments; and every Qhriſtian, whois exerciſed to god- 
lineſs, whatever be his opinion reſpecting public affairs, and the po- 
litical ſtruggles of the day, which are becoming more and more ſe- 
rious, may find his concern and account in the pefuſal, He would 
not, however, chuſe to offend any man; but conſcious that he ſpoke 
the truth, in love to his Country, and reverence for that God in 
whoſe' name he ſpake, where he does not refer to his vouchers, 
he neither dreads, nor deſpiſes the reſentment of thoſe, who have, or 
think they have an iaterek in ſuppreſſing the voice of truth: for 
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 Bovght but guilt need be alarmed at the name of puilt, and what js -N 
fair and candid will not dread the light, or ſhrink from inveſtigation. 
By publiſhing theſe eſſays, which were not intended to fee | 
the light, ſome may be gratified, and, it is hoped, ediſied; and thoſe | 
_ who were offended at their delivery, if any took offence at them, p 
may now have an opportunity of reviewing, them, and judging, in | 
the light of the events of the day, if theye be a cauſe. . The au- 7 
thor can ſay, in the integrity of his hear. that a conviction of 
duty, in the fight of Heaven, direQed/to the ſubject, and ac- 
tuated in the whole diſcuſſion; and tho” the ſervice ſhould fail 
of acceptance with ſome, he has reaſon to hope, it was, and 
ſhall be owned and accepted of God, to whom it is committed, as 
a teſtimony for him againſt the ſins, for which his providence now vi - 
| fits. Tho” he would wiſh to pleaſe men for their profit; yet is he 
, bound, like every miniſter of the Goſpel, to ſtudy chiefly to pleaſe 
God, and follow the diQates of his own conſcience; deeming it a 
_ ſmall matter to be judged of men, when they appear to differ from 
the verdi& of theſe two judges. Whatever reception this labour of 
love, for ſuch he ventures to call it, may find with his Cquntrymen, 
whoſe real intereſt is conſulted, ſhould he, whoſe blefling alone 
maketh rich, and can ſave, whether with many, or with them that 
have no might, deign to own it, in the day when the ſecrets of all 
hearts ſhall be made manifeſt, as a teſtimony for him againſt abound. 
ing iniquity, this will be of . much greater conſequence than the ap- 
- Prebation of the whole world. This is not a time to ſpeak ſmooth 
things, when God is pleading an awful controverſy, or to give flat. 
tering titles to any; and indeed, it is as much a duty now as ever, to 
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cry aloud and not ſpare, to lift up the voice like a trumpet, and 

.. . ſhew finners their tranſgreſſions, and a people laden with iniquity, - 
their fins. True Repentance, or deſtruction is the alternative; and 

in order to repent, it is neceſſary, we ſhould ſee and feel wherein we 

have exceeded, by the plain declaration thereof. 5 

With regard to public concerns, in which every individual, iy one 
_- = view or other, is intereſted, whether he feel it or not, the Author 4 
is neither aſhamed, nor afraid to declare his fentiments, and unfold * | 

his conduQ, in the native ſimplicity of truth. In reflecting on our 

national charaQer and deportment, amidſt ſuch peculiar advantages, 
he felt his mind impreſſed for ſome years, indeed, ſo far back as 
the American war, with an apprehenſion, that a day of wrath a- "0h 
waited theſe lands, and would infallibly overtake vs, if reformation Tf 
of manners did not prevent. Under this. impreffion, may he be tl 
= permitted to ſay, that he made it his conſtant practice to deprecate \ tl 
| that wrath, having never deſired the evil day, and to. implore a e1 
lengthening out of oar tranquility. His thoughts and apprehenfi- al 
ons on that gloomy, but momentuous fubjeQ, he occafionally com- | a 
mitted to writing; and, actuated by a concern to uſe his feeble ef m 
forts to prevent, under God, fo far as in him lay, the impendin p- 
doom, publiſhed theſe at length, in the form of a Monitory Addreh, 

to the nation. By conſulting that Addreſs, the Reader will be able ve 
to judge what were the Author's motives, and alſo to learn what .he de 
-. apprehended would be the probable conſequences of theſe prevailing pr 
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bable conſequences, 
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Vces, on which he there antmadverts; if the hiſtory of Providence; 


and the Oracles of truth form the rule of his judgment. Ia other 
tracts, already ſubmitted to the inſpection of the Public, upon the 


Slave trade, ſo lately a ſubject of general diſcuſſion, and: ſome o- 
ther meaſures of the times, every one that chuſes may learn his ſen- 


timents and apprehenſions, reſpecting their tendeucy, and ton pro · 
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At this inauſpicious period, when the very term Reform. is be. 


come odions to many, as if it imported every thing bad and blame. 
. worthy, he openly avows himſelf one of thoſe, who wiſh for re- 

form in theſe lands, convinced of its neceſſity, as well as utility. e 
the place where Providence hath caſt his lot, many reſpectable char - 


acters, at an early period, eſpouſed that cauſe; and, among theſe, ſome 


Clergymen, who are an ornament to their profeſſion, an honour to 
their Country, and a bleffing to Society. Induced by reaſons 


which appeared to him weighty, he became a member of the Soct- 


ety here, inſtituted for the purpoſe of obtaining, by legal means, 
Conſtitutional reform; frequently attended their meetings, and af. © 
ſiſted at ther deliberations; where, he is free to ſay, he never ſax 


or heard any thing unbecoming the character of Chrſtians, or ot 


loyal ſubjecta, and dutiful members of the Community: and hence, 
he has no reaſon to regret that ſtep of his conduct, tho? the dcca- _ 
ſion of much oblaquy and reproach. | - 1 8 Te 
Convinced that many abuſes really exiſt in the management of - 
public concerns, of ſuch a nature as to be offenfive to God, and 


pernicious to the beſt intereſts of Society; and perſuaded that no- 


*. 


thing but an enlargement of the ſcale of Parliamentary repreſentati- 
on, and an abridgment ot its delegated authority, could prove a 
radical cure; he was led, from a concern for the good of - his 


Country, the ſtability of its Government, upon a ſafe and ho- 


acurable baſis, the honour and ſafety of the preſent reigning Fa- 


mily; and, what is ſtill more, from a concern for the honour of 
and the intereſt of true religion, to which theſe abuſes are inimicalz 


from theſe and other reaſons, he was led to give that meaſure his | 


Hearty concurrence. This he thought, at the time, the more neceſ- 
ſary, by adverting to the commations and revolutions in a neighbour- 
ing nation, and their probable conſequences on the other nations ot 


Europe, and particularly on our own; alſo to the revolution of ſeu- 


timent, viſibly produced of late in the minds of men; and the increaſ - 
ing burdens of the people from wars, which, more or leſs, owe 
their origin, if not miſtaken, to the want of ſuch reform. Beſides 


the juſtice of the meaſure, he thought it the moſt prudent expedi- 


ent to prevent any riſk of commotions at home; tor, allowing the 
above circumſtances their due weight, it appeared to him, that either 
a Reform, or ſuch a ſtate of things as every friend of his Country 


muſt. dread and deprecate, would be the alternative. Thoſe who 
preſide over 


he Community, and the friends to their meaſures, by 


denying ſuch reform, and adopting an oppoſite plan, and, of late 
very ſtrong meaſures, ſeem to be of a different mind; but time mat 


determine whoſe opinion is beſt founded, and whether theſe meaſargs 


prove a corroſive or a cure. 


* 
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The Author has 


told, that he was marked out as an object 


n 


or proſecution; but conſeious of the rectitude of his motives, and 


of the upriglitneſs of his conduct, ſo far as concerned in the 

- buſineſs of reform, he felt not a moment's alarm on the head. 
Truſting to God, and to the goodneſs of the cauſe, he.calmly 
- waited whatever Providence might ſec good to permit. He well 
knows that his words and expreſſions in the pulpit have been often 
groſly miſrepreſented, and a ſenſe attached to them the moſt-diſtant 
| rn his thoughts. He pities and forgives thoſe, who can be guilty of 

- ſuch conduct, | perſuaded this is the way to ſerve neither their God, 
their King, nor their Country; but that malicious ſpirit, who was a 


liar from the beginning, and never abides by the truth. He has 


ſeen his name bandied in news papers, his conduct burleſqued by 
- the pen of the hireling, and heard of his having been-lampooned, 
along with others, in the ſtreets. A good cauſe needs no ſuch piti- 


ful expedients to ſupport it, however common of late; and they can- 

not long recommend or proſper a bad one. ; | 1285 
He was alſo traduced as a member of a Convention, whoſe pro- 

ceedings were branded by high authority as ſeditious; when, in 


fact, the Society of which he was a member, declined to ſend any 


Delegate to it; as will appear from their own letter, ſubjoined in 
the Appendix. He indeed, attended a preceding one, which might 
occaſion the miſtake, having been repeatedly importuned, ar d alſo 


had ſome buſineſs on the ſpot; but their ſitting was ſhort, and their 
proceedings gave no offence even to the jealous eye of power. From 
regard to truth, he is bound to declare, that their conduct, fo 
far as he could judge, was loyal, regular and conſtitutional. Tho? 
he cordially wiſhes and prays for happineſs to our Rulers, both ſu- 


reme and ſubordinate, and ſucceſs in every meaſure approved of 
eaven; yet, he could not help regarding, from the beginning, the 


formidable Combination againſt France ſtruggling. to break the 
galling and ſervile bonds of deſpotiſm and ſuperſlition with which 
that nation had been long bound, as involving, in effect, a com- 


bination againſt the deſigns and purpoſes of the Almighty; who 


would mark it, he apprehended, with diſappointment and diſgrace. 
And have not events hitherto juſtified this apprehenſion? The 
pureſt love to his Country, and the warmeſt concern for its peace 
and proſperity, naturally led him to lament meaſures, that ſeemed to 


threaten theſe, not to mention compaſſion for millions that muſt 


more or leſs ſuffer by them; and if their very friends have not 
"cauſe to lament them in the iſſue, he is much miſtaken,  _, - 


The Public would not be-troubled with theſe thingy. nor, pro: 


bably, with the following diſcourſes, were it not that the writer 
aath ſeen, with regret, how far many profeſſing Chriſtians ſeem to 


be actuated by a ſpirit unworthy of that character, which they ſuf- 
fer to invade the deareſt ties by which ſociety exiſts, and to interfere 
with the claims of humanity and benevolence. No Wen ſhould be 


made an offender for declaring what appears to him ſeaſonable and 


momentuous truth, even ſuppoſing that he is miſtaken; for plain and 
honeſt dealing in ſpeaking truth, and animadverting on public vices, 
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| | a, e ik „ He 
bith become more neceſſary than ever; and he is unworthy af the 
character of a ſervant of the God of heaven, to whom the fear of 
man, in- fo doing, proves a fnare, He that fears God, and acts in 
the integrity of his heart, with a ſingle eye to his glory, hath no- 
thing to fear from earth or hell 8 7 


While this is tranſcribing for the preſs, certain Bills pending in . 


Parliament, give general alarm, as meant to infringe on the free. 
dom of diſcuffion, . when any thing may be conſtrued to the preju. 
dice of rulers and their meaſures; of which a ſingle intereſted indivi- 
dual may be ſole judge. As the ſermons here offered to the Pub- 
lie, were delivered from the pulpit, and the impreſſion almoſt wholly. 
thrown off, before tkeſe Bills were heard of, whatever be their inten- 
tion, or operation in future, they ſurely can have no retroſpective 
power. Tho' the author reſpeRs civil authority, as an ordinance 
of Heaven, and feels the obligation to obedience in every thing 
lawfulz yet he cannot help being of opinion, that the original Source 
of all juſt authority, neither liath, nor will delegate to others what 
he does not claim, or exerciſe himſelf. He allows even his guilty 


creatures, to inquire into the nature, bee Top: meaſures of his 
_ adminiſtration, to plead with him reſpecting 


s judgments, and to 
approach his throne, which is prepared for their reception, and there 
order their cauſe, and fill their mouth with arguments On our li- 
berty, in all theſe reſpects, he lays no reſtraint; and human gover- 


nors, who cziſt as ſuch by the will of their people, are bound here- 


in to copy his example, upon pain of incuring his diſpleaſure, and 
expoſing their own authority. Every unconſtitutional exerciſe of 
power becomes dangerous in its precedent, arbitrary and oppreſſive 
in its operation, *Kings, and all in lawful authority, have a divine 


right to govern well; but to ſuppoſe the contrary, is abſrrd, and to 


- 


aſſert it, blaſphemous. A right to rule, however lawfully acquired, 
may become unjuſt and illegal, by reaſon of the mode of exereiſ- 


ing it. Rulers may as n forfeit their right to allegi- 


ance, as ſuhjects their right to protection; for upon the truth. of 
this partly reſt the claims of the preſent reigning Family to the 
throne, While ſubjects ſhould obey in the Lord, rulers muſt not 

rovoke theni to wrath, by contemning their juſt complaints, and re- 
Faſing to redreſs their grievances, or acceſs even to petition. for ſuch 


redrefs; for ſo exhorts an apoſtle, in the ſimilar caſè of parents and 
children. It will remain a wholeſome and incontrovertible maxim, 


frequently verified, from the days of Rehoboam, to the death of 


a late powerful, but unhappy Prince. | | 
This maxim is advanced, by a certain noble writer, (Lord 


Somers] even in the caſe of human inſtitutions, * That cauſe is juſt 


which defends the laws; and; ſtill more mult that be the caſe, when 
the vindication of the Divine law and government is the great ob- 
ject in view, Convinced of this, the Author is determined to re- 
fign, only with his expiring breath, his right as a man, a Chriſtian, 


- 
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bud a miniſter of the goſpel, to declare the truth, where he judges 
the glory of God, the beſt intereſts of Society, and the —.— 
of human nature concerned. - His property. his liberty, and even 
his life, are, no doubt, in the power of men, ſo far as Providence 
may permit; but not the freedom of his thoughts and words, where 
God and conſcience leave him at liberty, or require be ſhould thinx 
and ſpeak: The attempt to reſtrain this, Paſhur of old found to 
de the mean of enhancing-and accelerating his own. doom; and ne 
authority on earth can make the — of ſuch a right penal, 
without incurring guilt, and being amenable to Heaven. In plead - 
ing this-right,, who would not rather, to uſe the language of a late, 
eloquent advocate for human rights, die, if neceſſary, the firſt of | 
Britiſh freemen, than the laſt of Britiſh Slaves? Of this mind was 
an illuſtrious band of Britiſh patriots, who were an ornament to their 
Country, and to human nature; whoſe example claims imitationz - 
whoſe writings delight and inſtruct; whoſe names ſhall be rranſmicted = 1. 
with honour to lateſt ages; and to whoſe virtuous exertions i „ 
cauſe of Freedom; we are indebted, under God, for every thing 
worthy of the name, Indeed, the moſt worthy characters that 


| A adorn. the page of | hiſtory, felt the noble flame of Liberty, and 1 
| Auared, in the face of danger and death, to plead her cauſe, and de- ; 
| fend ber rights} and he is unworthy of the Liberty wherewith the ide 
| | Son of God makes his people free, whio is a ſtranger to this gene- ap: 
Js ros temper. . 1 _ Re 66, 8] ſhi 
| TPDeahat ſublime Genius Milton, owed much of his elevation of ſial 
1 thought, and dignity of ſentiment, to the exalted notions which he I by 
| ' entertained of civil liberty, the excellencies and advantages of which anc 
he often celebrates. Speaking of a people deprived of this ineſti - his 
mable privilege, he ſaith, __ = 0 | „ 
ah 6 —— —— Men ſhall, | | | pro 
With Freedom loſt, all virtue lofe, and fear of God,” PS 
; The famous Addiſon, whoſe writings are ſo univerſally read, ant bea 
| fo juſtly admired, ſhews, in the following lines of his Cato; addreſ»- 
"oY fed to his Countrymen, in what eſtimation he held the ſacred depo- 
-— | fitum, and would have all Free men to hold it, as an object worthy . IF 
q 3 to be ſecured at the expence of life itſelf; and ſurely, the matured 2 
= judgment of ſuch venerable characters, is ſufficient to ſhelter all the reig 
> friends of Freedom and Reform, from the invectives of the illiberal, he 
the ignorant, or intereſted. 3 ober 
| © A Day, an Hour of virtuous Liberty, Pe 
1 | Is worth a whole Eternity of Bondage! «4 
; Remember, O.my Friends, the laws, the rights, upo1 
| b The gen'rous plan of pow'r deliver'd down ; ſhip 
From age to age, by your renown'd Forefathers, TY then 
4 A 5 So dearly bought, the price of ſo much blood; : 5 learr 
1 8 Oh, let it never periſh in your hand!!! 2 . 
| But piouſly tranſmit it to your childretl, ©  _ _ c 
. 2 Do thou, Great Liberty, inſpire our ſoulss 
And make our lives in thy poſſeſſion happy, 
Dr our deaths glorious in thy juſt defence !“ 
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IME feed of Abraham, who obtained the honourable title © 
Jof the Friend of God, were ſelected from among the . $ 
idolatrous nations to be:his-peculiat people. Theſe did he fet _ f 
apart for himſelf, that they might retain his oracles and wor- | 
ſhip in purity, receive the promiſes and predictions of Meſs - 
fiah, — that root and: offspring, Lord and Son of David, and. 
by a correſponding conduct, diffuſe the knowledge of his name,; 
and 8 praiſe glorious. By the moſt ſignal difplays of 
his power and juſtice, he effected their deliverance from RRR 
tian bondage, and ſecured their quiet poſſeſſion of the land of 
J promiſe, having driven out, or conſumed the old inhabitantz, 5 
e cup of their iniquity once full, and the period of his for=. 
eri — „„ 


— 
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| Jehovah gloried in the title of King of Iſrael; uniting in him: 
ſelf the characters of their Judge and Lawgiver, their Sove= _ mw 
I reign and Saviour“; and theſe he ſuſtains and difplays in the | . * 
+ whole of his moral adminiſtration, While that people were T7 
F obedient to his laws, and obſervant of his ordinances, they en- 
joyed fame and proſperity; and the ſurrounding nations, havyv-ñ 
ing ſo often felt the vengeance of their arms, ſolicited peace, : 
upon terms to them highly honourable, or courted their friend 
ſhip and alliance. Never did the ſeed of Jarob ſeek or ſerve  _ 
their God in vain. But growing corrupt in their manners, and _ 
learning the vices and idolatrous practices of the heathen, whom _ 
cod had caſt out from before them; remaining alſo deaf to the 
ladmonitions of his word and providence; the too frequent con- 
ſequences of eaſe and proſperity, juſtly provoked at ſuch wick- _ . 


- {ed and ungrateful conduct, * 4 lengeh, reverſed their praſ- — 
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perous ſtate, and employed various means to chaſliſe, humble 

- and reclaim them, till theſe produced either their reformation 
or deſtructiog. Have not ſuch as tread in the fame paths cauſe 
to dread a ſimilar fate? Let none be deceived, God ſhall not 
de mocked: for they that ſow to the fleſh - that gratify their 
depraved appetites, ſhall thence reap corruption“. The wages 
ef fin is death... e e e 


' 4 8 N : 
From the writings of Tfaiah, and cotemporary prophets, it 
appears that the Jewiſh nation, at or during the period of his 
miniſtry; had become fo profligate, rebellious, and obſtinate, 
as to hate the means of reformation, and revolt more and more 


under them. Too well founded was the heavy charge brought 


againſt them in the introduction to his prophecy, which re- 
ſpects both their religious and political ſtate and character: 
« Ah, ſinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a ſeed of 
evil doers, children that are corrupters, they have Nada the 
Lord, they have provoked the holy One of Iſrael unto anger, 


- they are gone away backward. Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any 


more? Ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is fick, 


and the whole heart faint. From the ſole of the foot even un- 


9 


to the head there is no ſoundneis in it; but wounds, and bruiſes,” 
and putrifying ſores}.” All ranks had perverted their ways, 


and the rulers both in church and ſtate took tHe lead in the ge- 


neral apoſtacy, and refuſed to be reclaimed; whence their 
wound became incurable, and their caſe quite hopelefs. O 0 
that this degrading character exiſted only in the prophet's de- 
| ſcription, and did not apply, with too much juſtice, to our 


own ſtate and nation, notwithſtanding our religious profeſſion | 


and uncommon advantages! Miſery is the lick of vice 
and irreligion. Sin is that abominable thing which God | 
and hath determined to puniſn; but he loveth and rewardeth 


righteouſneſs. He ſent his Son to ſuffer for the one, and his 


Spirit to produce the other; elſe we could not be eaſed from 


the burden of guilt, nor poſſeſſed of that holineſs without which 


no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 


True and faithful are theſe fayings, ©. Righteoufneſs exalteth 
a nation: but ſin is a reproach to any people,” and, perfiſted 
in, will prove their ruin. Riches profit not in the day of 
wrath: but righteouſneſs delivereth from death. The wicked 


Mall fall by his own wickedneſs; tranſgreffors ſhall be taken in 


their own naughtineſs||.” Hence the prophet adds, Your 


country is deſolate, your cities are burnt with fire-: your land 


ſtrangers devour it in your preſence, and it is deſolate as over- 5 


* Gal. A 8. + R as. + Ita, i. 4, 5, 6. I Ev. xiv. 34-11. 4x5, 6, 


f + 


— Cm 


od hates, 


$273. : ; „„ = 9 p 


_ / 2 x . 
8 ; * „ „ 6 w * „ * 
4 — -y 9 Wee 8 % . * 43 5 7 $$ 
©" * : —— . b RE 


* 9 * 
[ 4 

* 
OS oa, } : 
13 9 1 7 
S 


thrown by ſtrangers. And the daughter of Zion is leſt as + 
cottagr, as. a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a beheged © . 
city.“ Elſewhere the Lord himſelf is introduced expoſtulat- 
ing with them, reſpeCting the inefſicacy of their coſtly ſacriſices, 
and religious obſervances, which he aſſures them were, by rea- 
ſon of their abounding ſins and impieties, vain, an abomina- 
tion to him, yea, inſufferable iniquity. Their very prayers and 
x religious faſts, in which they were ſo apt to truſt, as effectual 
means of averting or removing calamities, ſerved only to ag- 
gravate their guilt, and accelerate their impending doom: be- ©” 
cCauſe they faſted for ſtrife and debate, and to ſmite with the ſiſtt 
of wickedneſsþ. A people may be very tenacious of the form 
of godlineſs, put themſelves to trouble and expence to man- 
tain this, and place a high value upon it, at the very time they 
art utter ſtrangers to its eſſenee, and, by their conduct, deny its 
pawn and native influence. The Jews abounded in ritual ob- 
ervances, and acts of public-devotion, which, however, pro- 
5 ceeded from the very worſt of motives. Theſe proved like the 
* dead fly in the Apothecary's box of precious ointment, that 
8 cauſes it to ſend forth an unſavoury ſmell. They faſted and 
prayed with apparent devotion, but received not, becauſe they 
_ aſked amiſs, that they might conſume it upon their luſts*? —their 
pride, ambition, cruelty, avarice and revenge. Henee the Lord 
tells them, When ye ſpread forth your hands, 1 will hide 
mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will 
not hear: your hands are full of bloodj.” Theſe things are writ» 
ten for our admonition, and not to regard them, would argue 


impiety and folly. _ 2 whether natural, or moral, 
2 like effects: ho hath . himſelf againſt 
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, and hath proſperedy? 


The Moſt High, entertaining thoughts of m towards an · 2 
cient Iſrael, whom he had redeemed from the houſe of bondage, ; | 
viſited their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their iniquity with 

ſtripesſl. Though they ſtill remained, in general, refraCto! 
and incorrigible, under the awful threatenings and chaſtiſements 
1 of the Almighty; yet were there ſome among them; who be- 
. held his hand when lifted up, humbled themſelves under it, 


and became wiſer and better by the means employed to ps — 
- +] their iniquities, and reform their manners. Such could fay, in | 


the expreſſive language of the text and context, Tea, in the 
way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited for thee; the 
defire of our ſoul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of 
thee,” &c. appealing ſame time to him the great ſearcher of 

Ma. i. . Ila. lviite 4. ames iv. 3. 1 Iſao ie 15. 5 ob ix. 4. 
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4 widuxeſpeft-to the truth vf the aſſertion. Hap they 
who can, in ſuch ſituations, adopt ſimilar language, wi equa! 
truth and Gncerity. Upon ſuch, tlie judgements bf Heaven 
are not loſt, though Pas the preſent nor-Joyous but des; 5 
"9 they ons the peaceable fruits of ET ES, vip 


The term 3 Ami various acceptations in Serip- 
-ture, but ſeems. here to intend” theſe calamities, wherewith 'a 
[righteous God: was: provoked to viſit the rebellious Jews, in the 
; courſe of his providence, on account of their multiplied and 
.aggravated tranſgreſſions, as the reſult of infinite wiſdom and 
Juſticez- 2 leading idea which that term conyeys. From theſe 
:calamities- even the beſt of men are not exempted, one event, 
in this reſpect, being to all, tho to them their nature and 
. are quite changed. Phe time is come ſaith Peter, | 

hat judgment muſt begin at the houſe of God: and if it firſt 


15 d 


in at us, what ſhall whe end be of them that obey not the 


pel?*”... Our Lord is ſaid to have been taken from priſon 
= 2 judgment tz meaning, probably, ks ſugeringe and 
Lonfinement in the tomb, as the determination of infinite wil 
dom, and the ſtern demand of incenſed juſtice; and, in the 
context, the judgments of God are ſpokeii of as abroad in the 


| Earth. The Apoſtle tells the church at Corinth, that © He who 
£ateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnati- 
on, or, as rendered on the margin, judgment to himſelf, not 


diſcerning the Lord's body. For this cauſe, adds he, many 
are weak and #2 . g you, and many ſleept;“ that is, are 
chaſtiſed with: infirmities, ſickneſs, and death FF for their 
irreverent conduct at the Lord's ſupper. Judgmetits, faith 
Solomon, are prepared for ſcorners, arid ſtripes for the back o of 
focle}},” where the -laſt clauſe- explains the preceding. Th 

prophet Ezekiel uſes the ſame term to denote the ſignal puniſh- 
ments that Ry Heaven would inflict upon a guilty idola- 
traust people, by which it would app ar, There there 1 is a 


od who. ruleth and judgeth in the earth. 1 will male 


athros deſolate, and wil ſet fire in Zoan; and will execute 


| judgments in No. Thus will I execute judgments i in Egypt: 


and they ſhall know that by am dhe ended? i In 'the farther pro- 


: n eee 


4 1. To unfold the i impor of the exerciſe acti in the to text. 


Jl. Point out. fome of the ſpecial advantiges t from 


i, which ſhould Nr it to our obſervanice. 
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III. Alſo direct the attention of my hearers to ſome of theſe 
jadgments, in the way of which we are called to wait for 
God, in the preſent gloomy and eventful day. 
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IV. And then advert to ſome of the ſins, which, there is 


2 


£4 


5 juſt reaſon to fear, may be the procuring” cauſe of fuch Judg- 


= 
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All ſcripture is profitable for inſtruction in ri 53 
but the ſubject under review is peculiarly ſo in the preſent ſe 
lemn eriſis. When the ſins of a lihly fa " 
ous and ungrateful people, and thejudgments'df Heaven, juſt- 
ly incenſed on their account, with the due improvement to be 
made of theſe judgments, compoſe the awful theme, muſt 
not allow, it hath a peculiar elaim to our ſerious aud unbĩaſſe 


ly favoured,” but rebe fi- 


. 


attention, ſhould we ourſelves in fact be that people? Th. Lord 
faith of abounding fins, and of a guilty nation, 4 Shall'T not viſit 
for theſe. things? ſhall not my ſoul: be avenged on ſuch x nati- 


on+?” And does not the divine procedure towards tlie Jewiſh / 


nation, during the whole period of their inſtructive biſtory, - 
exhibit, to all the nations of the earth, a ſtaniditig memorial of 


the ſcrious truth implied in this alarming queſtion, namely, Thi . 


national guilt is the-certain forerunner of national judgments?” 
. 8 | T. ot ct EY UTE 


That the Lord's hand is at preſent lifted up; as it follows in 


the 11th verſe, muſt appear to every one who is not willfully 
blind. Have we not alſo teaſon to fear, from the culpable in- 
ſenſibility, and foreboding infatuation too viſible amofig u 
that the next clauſe is likewiſe verified, They will not fee®? 
But who can tell what farther and greater evils'may'yet lover= 
take us, before the threatening couched in theſe * wards be 
executed, But they ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed” Neither th 
word nor providence of God ſhall return void. O that” nc 
only his glory, but alſo our due humiliation, and timely reco- 
very from the evil of our ways, may be the happy conſequence! 


* 


and then will there be cauſe of joy in the iſſue; The bnly 4 2 
to ſecure this, is to hear the language aud admonitiöns = 


9 44, thi s 4% 2 ps go. 
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Heaven, howſoever ſpoken and tendered: -** 2 


By our thus aſſembling in the courts of our God, upon his 
own day, we make ſolemn profeſſion of our faith in, ſubjection to, 
and dependence upon him. The language of our hearts thould 
therefore be, Speak Lord, for thy ſervant heareth*; Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do? and, with'Cotnelious;'* Now theres. 
fore are we all here preſent before God, to hear all things that 
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are eommanded thee of Godg. Whatever he commands his ſer- 
vants to ſpeak in his name, that he requires his people ſhould 
hear, or receive with faith, love and chearful obedience; as 
they tender his favour, and would not incur the guilt of de- 
.  fpiſing his authority, and rejecting his meſſage, and the mifery 
conſequent upon ſuch a conduct. Go, faid he gf old to 


Jonah, and ery againſt Nineveh: for their wickedneſs'is come 
up before me—preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee;[[” 
not what carnal reaſon, or wordly policy might ſuggett, for 
liſtening to which he had been ſeverely chaſtiſed. His word and 


providence are profitable, yea, ſufficient to direct herein ſtill; 


to point out the language, and due improvement of which, in 
ſeaſon, is the great buſineſs of every Goſpel miniſter. This 
duty neglected, or performed deceitfully, thro* that fear of 
man which cauſeth a ſnare, or a deſite to conciliate his favour, _ 


tho” ſuch conduct may be reputed wife and prudent upon earth, 


it ſhall not be guiltleſs in the fight of God, who is to be obey= 


cd rather than man. 


Seeing then, that there is nothing intended in the'illuftrati- - 


on of this important ſubject, but what was deemed highly 


worthy of our ſerious attention, both as men and Chriſtians, 
wauld we hope to enjoy peace, and fafety, when the judg- 
ments of the Almighty are abroad in the earthy to derive real ad- 
75 vantage from them, and eſcape the dread effects of his diſ- 
pleaſure beyond the grave, let prejudice and party ſpirit, ſo 
unworthy of the Chriſtian character, be entirely laid aſide, and 
reaſon, Scripture, and conſcience allowed to ſpeak: for agree- 
able ta their united verdict ſhall be that final and decifive ſen- 
tence which ſhall determine our eternal ſtate. May He, who 


is the fountain and diſpenſer of all divine influences, enable ſo 
o ſpeak and hear of a ſubject, in which we are all deeply in- 


tereſted, and in the diſcuſhon of which I feel_ myſelf not a lit- 

- tle burdened, that we may be hid in his pavilion in evil days, 
ſpared as a man ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth him, and 
have confidence before him amidſt the frowns of his providence, 
and when he cometh to ſhake terribly the earth! Return we 
then, as propoſed— * 


3 I. T6 unfold che im of the exerciſe ſpecified in che texts 


waiting for God in the way of his judgments. 


The firſt thing I ſhall mention, as imported in this exerciſe, 


is, Serious inquiry reſpecting the procuring cauſe of theſe 
. Judgments wherewith a people may be viſited: That the faithful 


Ss 4 z. 33. || Jonah i. 2.—ili. 2. 
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in ancient Iſrael were ſo exerciſed, under the afflicting hand of. 
Heaven, appears from what is recorded in this chapter, and 
in many other paſſages of holy writ: Without ſuch inquiry, 
it is, indeed, morally fmpoſſible to make a due improvement of _ 
ſuch diſpenſations. As we are taught to expect trials, yea, 
many tribulations, of one kind or other, in our way to the 
heavenly kingdom, to exerciſe and improve our Chriſtian graces; © 
and arè in effect addreſſed by them, Prepare yourfelves to meet 
your God, it concerns us much to learn how we may become 
wiſer and better by ſuch events. The church and people of 
God have, in this, ſet us an example, the imitation of which 

is obligatory and beneficial. As trouble fpringeth not out of 
the duſt, as God afflicts none willingly, it becomes us, under 
the corrections of his paternal hand, to conſider our ways, that 
we may diſcover what hath been amiſs, humbly confeſs it be- 


fore him, and, by the aids of his grace, forſake it without de- 


lay. In ſuch fituations, we are addreſſed and exhorted by him 
who knows our frame and neceſſities, Now therefore, thus 
faith. the Lord of | hoſts, Confider your  ways*;” or, as the 
margin of ſome of your Bibles more emphatically renders it, 
« Set your hearts on your ways;” ſerioully ponder their evi 
nature, fatal tendency, and deep demerit, like one who ſearch. 
es for ſome object he hath much at heart, Lo ſhew the neceſ- 
fity of this, and how averſe we are to comply with ſuch exhor- 
tations, It is repeated, Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, Con- 
ſider your ways.” David tells us, I thought on my ways, 
and turned my feet unto thy teſtimonies. + I made hafte, and 
delayed not to keep thy commandments+}.” His ſon Solomon 
makes it characteriſtic of fools, or obſtinate ſinner, that 
“ They. conſider not that they do evil,” or commit ſinf. Bray. 
ſuch fools in a mortar among wheat with a peſtel,—beat them 
with many ſtripes; yet will not their fooliſhneſs depart: from 
them||. God himſelf complains, © Ifrael doth not know, my 
people doth not conſiderh;” which at once conſtituted their 
guilt, and led to their apoſtacy and ruin. 5 | 
As inconſideration betrays into ſinſul courſes, and theſe a- 
gain bring on chaſtiſements; ſo chaſtiſements are intended, and 
calculated, when ſanctiſied of God, to excite a ſpirit of ſeri- 
ous inquiry. Hence Job, under his affliction, ſaith, I wilt © 
lay unto God, Do net condemn me, ſhew me wherefore thou 
ontendeſt with me. To learn the cauſe. of the awful contro- 
erſy, was doubtleſs, with him, a matter of very ſerious concern. 
Sometimes indeed, the fin for which God contends may be read 


J Job x. a. 


Hag. i. 5. 2 1 Ecel. v. 1. Prov. vii. 22. 5 lia. i. ö. 
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in its puniſhment, as the ſin of David in the matter of Uriah, 
when his. unnatural ſon Abſalom defiled his father's concubines 
before all Iſrael: yet more frequently is it neceſſary to make 
diligent ſearch, looking up to God for the aids of his Spirit in 
trying our hearts and ways. Without this, how can we be 
fuitably exerciſed under the chaſtiſements of providence, or 
make. a due i nprovement of them? Mankind are prone to 
two great evils under affliction, both of which are to be equally. - 
avoided. . Againſt theſe the wife man cautions, in an exhortati- 
on which ſpeaketh unto us as unto children, ©. My fon, deſpiſe ' 
not the chaſtening of the Lord: neither be weary of his cor- 
rection; or, as the Apoſtle has it, nor faint when thou art re- 
buked of him*.” The beſt are in danger of fainting under God's 
rebukes, - eſpecially if | protracted; yet to deſpiſe theſe is peculi- 
ar to the ungodly, who are often under them furious and reſt- 
Teſs as a wild bull caught in a net. Few have ever been afflicted, 
but might own with David, Before I was afflited, I went a- 
firay,” a diſcovery and deep ſenſe of which, obtained under the 
rod, pave the way for adding, © but now Have I kept thy word gz: 
Or with Jeremiah, It is good for a man that he bear the yoke 
in his youth+.” J IDES, RE 3 
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As no wiſe parent will chaſtiſe his child without reaſon, or 
ſome blame previouſly incurred, and propoſing his amendment; : 
fo our heavenly Father corrects men for their profit, that they | 

may he reclaimed from their evil ways, and become partakers 
of his holineſs.. He may, no doubt, chaſtiſe for the exerciſe . - | 
and improvement of the graces of patience, refignation to the 
divine will and the lik, as in the caſe of Job and others; yet 

zs it ſafe and prudent to conſider fin, of one kind or other, as 

the procuring. cauſe, and to be at pains to learn the particular 
fin, or fins. that may have called forth the correCtions of the 
Almighty, ; When it is found productive of ſuch bitter fruits, - 
as an earneſt of ſtill worſe, if perſiſted in, this ought, and na- 
turally will, thro? the co-operating influence of divine grace, 
excite hatred of it, and earneſt endeavours to forſake it, in heart 0 
and life; begetting, meanwhile, longing deſires after that ſtate, | 
where they {hall neither ſin nor ſorrow any more. Happy they | 
who thus improve the judgments of Heaven, waiting for God 
in the way X< them, inſtead of acting under them like a bullock 
unaccuſtomed to the yoke, or a wild bull caught in the toils; which 
is the too frequent conduct of obſtinate tranſgreſſors, and ſin- 


1 A P wenns 


* 


It may be obſerved alſo, That waiting for God in the way of | 


® Prov. 3: xx. Heb, 13. 4. 4 Pal. 279. 67. + Lam. 3. 27. 
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his judgments, imports a conviction and acknow | 


o 


| ment of 
the wifdom and equity of his procedure in them. Such con- 
viction will be the fruit and conſequence of the ſerious mquiry 
adverted to in the preceding particular. When troubles and 
calamities, under the Divine adminiſtration, are termed Jade: 
ments, this may be intended tg denote, that they ate the reſull 
of wiſdom andjuſtice, not the expreſſions of a ſelfiſh, N e | 
ful ſpirit; which cannot be always aid of the puniſhments infli 

ed under human governments. Theſe penal evils are the calm 
deciſions of a wiſe and righteous Judge carried into effect —2 
Judge who weighs the actions of men in an equal balance, 
and never puniſhes beyond the demerit of their conduct. 
This every intelligent being ſhall one day ſee, and every tongue 
confeſs to the glory of God. While thefe judgments afford 
diſplays of the juſtice, veracity and holineſs of the divine na- 
ture, and of the wiſdom and equity of the divine adminiſtra- 
tion, "whence: they appear to proceed from, and be worthy of 
God, as the righteous governor and judge of the world; they 
alſo preſent us with a pledge and earneſt of a future judgment, 
where whatever is now inſcrutable or perplexing, in the works 
and ways of God, ſhall be fully unfolded. Sin is ſometimes 
punithed in the preſent ſtate, that mankind may be convinced 
that verily there is a God who ruleth and judgeth in the earth; 
yet is it only ſometimes, that they might not be tempted to call in 
queſtion the certainty of a future ſtate of retribution. In both 
caſes the Divine conduct is wiſe and juſt, of which an enlight- 
y convinced, in contemplating the diſpenſati- 


ened mind is full 
ons of the Almighty. 


That the Judge of all the eatth ſhall do righłꝰ, is a general 
maxim, to the truth of which, every one will readily aſſent: 
yet, ſhould his hand lie heavy upon us, cordially to acquieſce 
in the wiſdom and equity of his procedure, is neither fin. eaſy 
nor common attainment. The righteous only thus acquieſce, 
from a conviction of the evil nature; and immenſe guilt of fin, 
aggravated by a ſenſe of the divine goodnefs arid love even in 
the moſt adverſe events. When Nadab and Abihu were de- 
voured by fire, that went out from the Lord, becauſe they pre- 

ſumed to offer ſtrange fire on his altar; which he commanded 
them not, and probably; to approach it in a ftate of intoxica« 
tion, we are told that Aaron their father held his peace; con- 
vinced, that awful as this ſtroke was, it was. however, wiſe 
and juſt. I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; becauſe 
thou didit ith,” was eee acknowledgment 
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of another eminent ſaint, ger the rod of his heavenly Father. 


Similar was the temper diſcovered by the man who had ſeen af- 


fliction, Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for 


the puniſhment of his fins? Let us ſearch and try our ways, 
and turn again to the Lord. Let us lift up our hearts with our 
hands unto God in the heavens. We have tranſgreſſed and 
have rebelledj:” and alſo of Ezra, that reformer in Iſrael, 
ve. After all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, and for our 
great treſpaſs, thou our God, haſt puniſhed us leſs than our ini- 
quities deſerve.” The prophet Micah exhibits, for our imita- 
tion, the ſame frame of mind, animated by that hope to which 
it gives birth: © I will bear the indignation of the Lord, be- 
cauſe I have ſinned againſt him, until he plead my cauſe, and 
execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the light, 
and I ſhall behold his righteouſneſs]. | FN 


my 


The great Captain ofour ſalvation, who was made perfect thro” 


unexampled ſufferings, hath in this, as in other things, ſet us an 
example, that we might learn of him, and find reſt to our fouls. 
After enumerating ſeveral ingredients in that bitter cup, which 
could not paſs from him till he drank it to the very dregs; he ex- 
preſſes the view and ſenſe which he had of the conduct of his hea- 
venly Father, in all that he was called to endure. © But thou art 
holy, O thou that inhabiteſt the praiſes of Iſrael. - Our fathers 
truſted in thee: they truſted, and thou didſt deliver them, q &c.” 
Tho' the Lord's way is often in the ſea, when he corrects his 
people, and his path. in the great waters, and his footſteps are 
not known; yet they reſt ſatisfied that he does all things well, 
that all things ſhall work together for their good, according to 
his promiſe f; yea, that the ſevereſt chaſtiſements of his hand 
are to be viewed as diſguiſed bleſſings. Such ſmiting, they 
know, ſhall not wound their head, nor ſeparate betwixt them and 
their God, who is their light in darkn-ſs, their ſtrength in weak- 
«neſs, their confolation, refuge, ſtrength, and preſent help in 


trouble“, and their life and hope even in death He in Ine a 


tiſeth the heathen, ſhall not he correct“ his own people, Whom 


he hath taken under his immediate tuition? His right to do ſay 


they hymbly acknowledge, devoutly kiſs the rod that ſmites 
them, and adore him who appoints it. TOY | 


Not ſeldom indeed, are they unfit to judge of the wiſdom 
and expediency of the events in their lot; yea, perhaps they 
may be apt to imagine, like Jacob in a certain caſe, that 
theſe are all militating againſt them, when in reality they 


$ Lam. iii. 39.—42. f Ezra ix. 13. | Micah vii, 9. 1 Pſalm xxii. 3, 4. 


85 Pl. lv. 19. ff Rom. vill. 28. Pal. Thi. 1. 1 Fal. zciv. 10, 
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all are partakers, then are ye baſtards and not ſons. 


more, we have had fathers of por fleſh, which corrected us, 


1 
jtergſt;.. and neceſfuy, like 


links of a chain, ene of Which uu be broken with 
out deſtroying the connexion of the; whole. They ſhould. 
therefore, learn to truſt their unerring guide in the dark, who 
leads the blind in a way they know not, makes crooked things 
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| ſtraight before them, and rough places ſmooth; deriving com- 


fort from their Lord's ſaying to Peter, What I do thou knows. 
eſt not now; but thou ſhalt know hereafterj-* Their own ſub» 


» ſequent experience often corrects former. miſtakes, and ſerves. 


to ſhew how very groundleſs and unjuſtifiable their fears fre- 
quently are. But when they attain the wiſe and happy exerciſe. 
of .the Jewiſh church in the texr and context, a conviction of 
the wiſdom, the equity, and even the love of God in theſe judge - 
ments reconciles. the mind to them, and keeps the heart in per». 
fect peace under them. Were a people thus exerciſed, -when 

viſited with the juſt corrections of the Almighty, might they not 


indulge the pleaſing hope, that he would turn again their captivity 


as the ſtreams in the ſouth, and make them glad according to 
the days wherein he had afflited them, and the years wherein 
TTW 


Il Would farther remark, that waiting for God in the way of 
his judgments, imports our receiving theſe as fatherly correc- 


tions, kindly intended for our benefit and improvement. That 
they. are really meant as ſuch, and productive of ſuch effects, 
in thoſe who are rightly exerciſed by them, both ſcripture and 
experience fully evince. What God aid, to this effect, to his 
people of old, is addreſſed to ſuch in every age: You only 

ve I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will. 
puniſh you for all your iniquities;h” not ſurely with a view 
to deſtroy but reform them. © Whom the Lord loveth, 
faith the Apoſtle, he chaſteneth, and ſcaurgeth every ſon, 
whom he receiveth. If ye endure chaſtening, God dealeth 


| with you as with ſons: for what ſon is he whom the father 


chaſteneth not? But if ye be without chaſtiſement, whereof 
Further 


and we gave them rev : 7 ſhall we not much rather be in 
ſubjection unto the Father of ſpirite, and live? For they verily 
for a few days chaſtened us after their own pleaſure; but he 
for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holineſs. Now 
no chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, but griev- 
ous: nevertheleſs, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 


righteouſneis unto them which are exerciſed thereby*.” The 


B 2 | ; 
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eople of God, in every e, experience to their comfort, 
Ee That cba u del 8 and patience, exper ence) 
and experience, hope: and hope maketh not aſhamed; becaufe 
the love of God is ſhed abroad in their hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt which is given unto them4.” Of Meſſtah*s ſeed it is faid, 
« If his children forſake my law, and walk not in my judg- 
ments; if they break my ſtatutes, and keep not m 3 
ments; Then will I viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and 
their miquity with ſtripesf Under this ſalutary diſcipline, they 
are not however, left to ſorrow as they that have no hope; for 
he adds, © Nevertheleſs, my loving kindnefs will I not utterly 
take from him, nor fuffer my faichfd 
will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.” 
To the Redeemer as the Head of his myftical body the Church, 
theſe promifes are made, and, throngh him, their accompliſh- 
ment 1s infallibly ſecured to all the members : for in the eye of 
ow and juſtice, he and they are one. es LA 


In feaſons of affliction, whether of a more public or private 
nature, Chriſtians have not only the doctrines and promiſes of 
Scripture for their guide and ſtay, but alſo the example of the 
trode, and paved for us the rough and thorny path.“ was 
preſſed, and afflified, a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with 
grief.” Hence they argue with Job, «© What? ſhall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and fhall we not receive evil? The 
Lor ave, and the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed be the name 


faithful in all ages, and Ne of Chrift himſelf, who once 


f the Lord.“ And with their Saviour, © 'Fhe cup which our 
father hath given us ſhall we not drink ith.” They indeed 


el, in common with others, that no affliction is for the pre- 
fent joyous but g ievous, yet know they are intended, and cal. 
culated, through the divi 

fruits of righteouſneſs. When they reflect that their light af- 


fliftions, which are but for a moment which are indeed light 


and 1 compared to their deſerts, and what others, eſ- 


pecially their Redeemer hath endured, and put in balance with 
the pains and horrors of Eternity, fhall work out for them a far 


more exceeding, even an eternal weight of glory, can they but a- 
dore the friendly hand that fmites them, and the wiſdom which 


orders every circumſtance in their lot? Tho' often afflied, 


and ſometimes apparently forfaken of God, yet are they taught, 

, by the example of Jeſus, and his faints, ftill to cleave to him, 
with full purpoſe of hearr, as theirs in an everlaſting covenant, 
not to be forgotten, and to plead with him reſpecting his judg- 


+ Rom. v. 3.4, h Plal, 1 3458s obi. 20.1. 21. 
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but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for 
a night, but joy cometh in the morning.? we 
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rents: My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me? why art 
thou fo far P Nev helpin me, and from the words of my roring? 
O my God, I cry in the day-time, but thou heareſt not; and 
in the night-feafon, and am not filent}.” I will fay unto God > 
rock, why haſt thou forgotten me? why go I mourning becauſe 
of the oppreſſion of the enemy.“ “ © What profit is there in 
my blood, when I go down to the pit? Shall the duſt praiſe 
thee? Shall it declare thy truth? Hear, O Lord, and have 
mercy upon me; Lord, be thou my helper.” O ſpare me, that 
J may recover {trength, before I | 
thou forget me, O Lord, for ever! how long wilt thou hide thy 
face from me? How long fhall I take counſel in my foul, hav- 
ing forrow in my heart daily? how long ſhall mine enemy be 
exalted over me? Confider, and hear me, O Lord my God: 
lighten mine eyes, left I ſleep the ſleep of deathf”. As to Jeſus 
the head, ſo to his people, the members, God gives fongs in 


the darkeſt night of adverſity, will command his loving kindneſs 


in the day-time, and in this night his ſong, wich them, and their 
prayer to him the God of their life; even when deep calleth 


' unto deep at the noiſe of his water-ſpouts: and all his waves 


and billows go over themſ}. Hence the propriety of that exhorta« 
tion,“ Sing unto the Lord, O ye faints of his, and give thanks 
at the remembrance of his holineſs. For his anger endureth 


* 


* 


Such may join mirth with their trembling, who can ſa 
with David, Altho' my houſe be not ſo with God ; yet he hathᷣ 
made with me an everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things 
and ſure: for this is all my ſalvation, and all my defire, 'altho? 
he make it not to grow, tho' he ſhould not cauſe my family 
and kingdom to proſper. They, who wait for God in the way 


of his judgments, generally find, that the rod of affliction, 


like Aaron's rod of old, will bud bloſſom, and bear precious 
fruit; — that, as in the ark of the covenant, the manna of di- 
vine conſolation is clofe by it. They find it good for them to 
Have borne their Redeemer's eaſy yoke and light burden, to 


have followed him -thro” bad report, like Moſes his type, 


C Choofing rather to ſuffer affliction with the people of God, 


than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon; efteeming the 
reproach of Chrift greater riches than the treaſures in Egypt, 


the riches of the world; “ for they have reſpe& unto the re- 


compenſe of the rewardft.” How noble and generous this * 


J Pal. xxii. x, 2. Pſal. xlii. 9. f Pal. xxx. 9, 10-—xxxix. 13.— iii. I, a, 3. 
Job xv. 10.—-Pfal. li. d, 7. 5 Pſal. Lx. 4, . “ 2 Gam. xiii. 5. 
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"temper and choice, contraſted with that, of the men of che 


world! The prudent. of the earth may indeed tax their temper 
as mean, and their choice as fooliſh; but both are dignified 
and wiſe: for their great and good King corrects and reigns o- 

ver them only to make them happy. The following and ſimi- 
lar gracious promiſes, the ſtaff of their hope, and the ſtand» 

ard of their proſpects, they find made good in the time of need; 

« As thy days, fo ſhall thy ſtrength be- My grace is ſufficient. 
for thee: for my ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs,” whence 
the apoſtle infers and reſolves, Moſt gladly therefore, will I 
rather glory in my infirmities that the power of Chriſt may reſt 


upon mel“ God is our refuge and ſtrength, a very preſeut help 


in trouble. The ſaints on earth, and the church triumphant in 

heaven, who have come out of great tribulations, and waſhed 

their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, all 

unire in bearing teſtimony to the goodneſs and faithfulneſs of 
God toward his afflicted people; whence they could one time 
or other adopt the language of holy Paul; © We are troubled 

on every fide, yet not diſtreſſed; we are perplexed, but not in 

deſpair; perſecuted, but not forſaken; caſt. down, but not. 
deſtroyed}.” No wonder then they ſhould receive the judg- 
ments of God, ſo far as concerned in them, as fatherly cor- 

tections, meant and calculated to advance their ſpiritual and e- 
ternal proſperity. © Behold, happy is the man whom God 

correCteth :” © Bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſtneſt, O 
Lord, and teacheſt him out of thy law: that thou mayeſt give 

him reſt from the days of adverſity, until the pit be digged for 

the wicked.“ n e E 


The devout and prudent exerciſe alluded to in the paſſage un- 
der conſideration, muſt likewiſe import, ſerious attention to 
the hand of God in his judgments, and the pious acknowledg- 
ment of his interpoſition, leading to expect deliverance only in 
his own time and way. The wicked acknowledge God nei- 
ther in their proſperity, nor adverſity. If proſperous, © They 
facrifice unto their. net, and burn incenſe unto their drag: be- 
cauſe by them their portion is fat, and their meat plentcous,y” 
If afflicted, they defpiſe the chaſtening of the Lord, overlook 


his hand, and, like Pharaoh, become more obdurate under the 


rod; or remain ſtupid, and unconcerned, like Nabal, having 
their heart, in reſpect of good, dead, ſenſeleſs, and impene- 
trable as a ſtone. Or they are peeviſh, murmur, and fret, 
confiding in, or blaming ſecond cauſes, like the dog that fnaris 
at the ſtone that ſtrikes him, without adverting to the hand 


I Deut. xxxiii. 25.—2 Cor. xii 9.— Pfal. 8 
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which throws it—The goodneſs of God leads them not to re- 


pentance, nor excites gratitude in return, and they remain un- 


umbled under his mighty hand, even when it is depreſſing 


them to the. duſt. Thus © they regard not the works of the 
Lord, nor the operation of his hands, whence he ſhall de- 

ſtroy them and not build them up}.” Of this conduct the 

prophet complains in the 11th verſe of the chapter where our 
text lies, and laments it to God himſelf as not only wicked but 
fatal; “ Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not ſee: 
but they ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed for their envy at the people, 


yea, the fire of thine enemies ſhall devour them.“ The want 


of will, or inclination to ſee the Lord's hand, when lifted up 
in taking vengeance, is here the ground of complaint, and not 
the want of a viſive faculty: For none are ſo blind, according 


* 


to the common ſaying, as thoſe who will not ſee. 


From the laſt clauſe of the verſe above quoted, you fee that the 


great Long of all threatens to employ the fire of his enemies to de- 


vour, or _ ume his profeſſing people, when they neglect or re- 
fuſe to give heed to the afflictive operations of his providence. 
What he thus threatens, he hach often executed, and may ſtill 


accompliſh among the nations. Men do not uſually make : 


choice of the moſt honourable characters to be the execution- 


ers of. public juſtice, however neceflary theſe miniſters of go- 


vernment may be, in the preſent corrupted ſtate of ſociety: 
and under the Divine adminiſtration, the refuſe of mankind, 
in a moral view, even the ayowed enemies of God, are often 
ſelected to execute his * ex on a gain- ſaying and rebelli- 
ous people; and when they 
not ſeldom puniſhed for the unworthy motives by which they” 
have been actuated in executing it. Nebuchadnezzar, and his 
| s hand, his ſervants and ſancti- 
fied ones, for ſo he ſtiles them“, to adminiſter juſtice for him 


upon his apoſtate people; and the Roman forces that deſtroyed 


Jeruſalem, put an end to their civil and religious polity, and 
ſpread horror and deſolation over the whole land of Judea, are 


expreſsly called his armies}, ſent forth to deſtroy the murderers 


of his Son, and burn up their city, as a juſt puniſhmene 
procured by their conduct. This they did not, indeed, intend, 
neither came it into their heart; for they meant to ſerve them» 


ſelves, but God had his ends alſo to accompliſh. At the time. 


both nations were'groſs idolaters, and utter itrangers to the God 
of Iract.” nt Io ws «20 9 5 Fry 


| When the pot-ſherds of the earth ſcorn to be veſſels of mergp- 


® . x. ü. S. + Mat xi. 7. 1 Plat, wi. 3. 
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ave done their work, are themſelves 
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fitted for the Maſter's uſe, or neglect the means of becoming 
- erings and collifions the mean of their mutual deſtruction; to 
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ſuch, it is uit with him to make their mutual unnatural bick- 


employ them againſt each other as an iron rod wherewith they 
are broken in pieces like a-potter's-yefſel. So ſaid. God the. Fa- 


ther to his Anointed, Thou ſhalt break them with a rod of 


iron, thou ſhalt daſh them in pieces like a potter's. veſſel.” 


As ſoon may ſuch a veſſel effectually reſiſt, the ĩron rod, at the 


Grit ſtroke of which it muſt fly in pieces; as the moſt potent 
on earth be able to oppoſe the Almighty. Hence ſuch are cau- 
tioned and exhorted, © Be wiſe now therefore, O ye kings: be 
inſtructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. Kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry, and ye 
periſh from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little; bleſ- 
Fd are all they that put their truſt in him. T“ The irreſiſtible 
power and inflexible juſtice of Meſſiah's kingom conſtitute that 
iron tod wherewith he rules his. incorrigible enemies, and 


will one day make them to feel the preſſure of his mighty arm. 


What did Pharaoh, Herod, and the Jews gain by reſiſting 
his will, and refuſing to wait for him in the way of his judg- 
ments? When he enters into judgment, he will prevail; for who 
would ſet briers, and thorns before him in battle? © The 
power of Chriſt will be manifeſted in all, by the deſtruction 
either of fin, or the finaer, The hearts which now yield to the 
impreſſions of his Spirit, are broken only in order to be formed 


anew, and to become veſſels of honour, fitted for the Maſ- 


ter's uſe. . 'Fhoſe which continue ſtubborn and hardened, 
muſt be daſhed in pieces by the ſtroke of eternal vengeance.” 


Bach will be the fate of thoſe who remain ſtrangers to the ex- 


exciſe ſpcoified in the text. 
But while the ſimple, the fovls who ſay in their heart, —No 


God?, as expreſſive of their wiſh, not their conviction, go on 
blindly in ways of their own deviſing, and are puniſhed: the 


Tighteous have their eyes in their forehead, foreſee the evil in 


its approach, and while they hide themſelves, own the hand of 
God, and give him the glory of their protection. They diſ- 
ern the figns of the times, ſee in abounding fins awful ptog- 
noſtications of approaching and impending judgments. While 
hatred of fin, and love to God, lead them to lament the one, 


, -eompatſſion for their fellow men will induce them to deprecate 


the other. Comparing the events of Providence, with the ora- 
cles of truth, which ſerve to illuſtrate and confirm each other, 


they are enabled to form ſome opinion of the Lord's operations, 
under the guidance of his Holy Spirit, and in theſe to trace his 
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mighty bapd.. When that hand is likted up in athreatening at- 
titude, they pergeive it with ſolemn awe; and, when conſcience 


{mites, with no ſmall dread and anxiety; as % David:ſaw-the 
angel of the Lord ſtand between the earth and the heaven, 


having a drawn ſyord in his hand ſtretchedout over Jeruſalem.” | 
On that memorable oecaſion, he ated in conformity to Peter's 


the annexed promiſe: or, in the language of our text, waited 


* 


exhortation, and experienced the divine goodneſs in fulbling | 


for God in the way of his co 7 Humble yourſelves 


under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in dus 


time: caſting all your care upon him, for he careth for you“ 
Hear his own humble deprecation, while he and the elders of I- 
rael were clothed in ſackclofh, and fallen upon their facts; ſo un- 


like the conduct of Balaam in a ũmilar caſe, when an angel with- 
ſtood him in his guilty career. David ſaid unto God, Is it 
not I that commanded the people to be numbered? even I it is 
that have ſinned and done. evil indeed; but as for. theſe ſheep, 


what haye they done? let thine hand, I pray ere, O Lord my 


God, be on me, and on my father's houſe, but not on thy peo- 
ple, that they ſhould be plagued.” Do princes always exem- 
plify ſuch a ſpirit, while their people ſuffer, perhaps in conſe» 
quence of their own meaſures? | N : 


gebe church or people of God ſee his hand in the adler, 
that defal them in life, ſo they acknowledge it, in the exerciſe 
of humble ſubmiſſion, whether theſe Actions be immedi- 
ately from himſelf, or by the intervention of ſecond cauſes. 
This they oven in the text, © Vea, in the way of thy judgments, 
OLord, (<p waited for thee.” Suppoſe the prophet refers td 
oe national calamity, the invaſion of Judea by the Aſſyrian or 
Chaldean army; the Babyloniſh captivity, or ſome other public 


\ 


diſaſter; ſtill he acknowledges the ſpecial providence of Heaven 


in their chaſtiſęment; - thy judgments, O Lord; and patient- 
ly waiteth for him in the path | 

ſed David, that afflicted patriarch ſaid to thoſe about him who 
were for taking immediate revenge; ( Let him alone, and let 
him curſe: for the Lord hath bidden him;*”—that is, he per- 
mits and over: rules the malighity of his temper, and the diſloy- 
alty of his heart for my correction. Job too, whoſe patience 
under accumulated and diverſified calamities, exhibits a pats 
tern for our imitatiog.to this day, tho theſe. originated» from 
very different parties, yet overlooking theſe,” he takes all from 
God himſelf; The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
bleſſed be the name of the 8 The ſame happy ſpirit ap- 


fr Chron, Ni. IG, Þ} x Pet. v. 6, 7. : . 3:Crane . 45. . rei. it. | 


\ 
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of duty Thus when Shimei cur- 
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peared in the patriarch Joſeph, when reaſoning with his breth. 


| | our bleſſed Lord, tho! Herod, Pontius Pilate, with the Gen- 
| 5 tiles, and the people of Ifrael, conſpired againſt him, and had 
| taken an active hand in his ſufferings and death; yet views 
| : . theſe as a cup given him by his heavenly Father, and aſſtgns 
5 this as a reaſon why he ſhould drink it. While the prophet 
| | Habakkuk laments the deſolations of his country, and the ac- 
1 cumulated miferies of his countrymen, — that their enemies were 
- fwift as eagles to, purſue, and fierce as lions to tear and devour; 
| | ' yet he allows that to all this they had received a commiſſion 
| 0 „ When he cometh up unto the people, he. will invade then 
3H with his troops f. 9 OTE | / 


E | Thoſe who duly acknowledge the Lord's hand in his judg» 
| ments, will patiently wait his time and mode of deliverance, 
| : exerciſing, meanwhile, reſignation to the Divine will under all 
that they may be called to endure. Ko! will not, they, dare 
| not ſay, like that mfidel prince of old, Behold, this evil is of 
| | the Lord, what ſhould wait for the Lord any longert?“ A 
5 ſtrange inference from his own acknowledgment} Since he faw 
and owned the evil the ſore famine- where with he and his peo- ha 
e were viſited, to be of the Lord, he could have rather ſaid, 
will wait for him im the way of his judgments, © for he is a Go I A 
of judgment, and bleſſed are all they that wait for him.” Every 
riſing thought that would arraign the procedure of Heaven, the b. 
real Chriſtian will check with that reproof of the apoſtle, “ Who I ,// 
art thou, O man, that replieſt againſt God?” As he dreads to tax the 
wiſdom or equity of his paſt proceedings, fo will he not venture I 
| to preſcribe to him relpe Ring the future. With regard to both, > 
de is taught tofay, Not my will, Lord, but thine be done; Even fe 
fo, Father, for Þ it ſeemeth good in thy fight.” As the righ- th 
teous are careful not to incur trouble by their own fooliſh or 


| * yen reſpeQing their nay towards him, and its effects; and 
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wicked conduct, ſo they will not attempt to avoid affliction, or 2 


1 


get free from it, at the expence of duty and gonſcience, when ¶ no 
Ent by their heavenly Father. . 


It is mentioned as the fin of Afa king of Judah, that in an- 

his diſeaſe he fought not to the Lord, but to the phyficians*;” I * 
and when'Saut could receive no anſwer from God, by the uſual 
means of conſulting him, he had recourſe to Satan—conſulted 
the witch at Endor, whoſe diabolic art, he himſelf had forbid- 
den upon pain of death. Too apt is ſinful man, proud of his 
_ . own wiſdom, to ſeek relief under his afflictions, or deliverance 
from them, by means of his own devifing, and in courſes con- 


ere 
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demned of Heaveg. How memorable the ſaying of David, 
when driven from his palace and capital, by the rebellion of 
his unnatural ſon Abſalom, and what a pattern of reſignation 
dbes it preſent!· And the king ſaid unto Zadok, carry back 
the ark of God into the city: if I hall find favour in the eyes 
of the Lord, he will bring me again, and ſhew me both it, and 
his habitation. But if he thus ſay, I have no delight in thee: 
behold, here am I, let him do to me as ſeemeth good unto 
him.“ When Eh heard from young Samuel the fearful doom 
which God had pronounced, and threatened to execute upon his 
houſe, the aged ſaint, with awful reverence, and humble ſub- 
miſſion, replics—** It is the Lord: let him do what ſeemeth 
him good.” 'The afflifted yet patient Job breathes the ſame 
ſpirit, “ Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? and 
who ſhall ſay unto him, What doſt thou?” And ſaith an a- 
poltle, © Ye hayerheard of the patience of Job, and have ſeen 
the end of the Lord: that the Lord is very pitiful and of ten- 
der mercy{|.” “T Ihe viſion is for an appointed time, but af, 
the end it ſhall ſpeak, and not lie: tho' it tarry, wait for itz 
becauſe it. will ſurely come, it will not tarry—at evening time 
it ſhall be lighty.” _ Tarry it may beyond the time our fond 
withes would preſcribe, but ſhall. not beyond that period 
which infinite wiſdom hath: fixed: for the Lord will ariſe, and 
have * upon Zion, when the ſet time to favour her is 
come; an 
All che days of qur appointed time of ſuffering, in this vale of 
tears, ſhoyld we wait, like Job, till our change come; and, 
| by a patient continuance in well-doing, and in fubmiſſion to 
the divine will; ſeek not only glory and immortality beyond the . 
grave, but alſo peace and comfort amidſt preſgat troubles, and 
complete deliverance from them at length. © The Lord us 
good unto them that wait for him, to the ſoul that feeketh him. 
It is good that a man ſhould both hope, and quietly wait for 
the ſalvation 'of the Lord. For the Lord will not caſt off 
fox eyer. But tho he cauſe grief, yet will he have compaſſion 
according to the multitude: of his mercies. For he doth 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men**,” What 
encouragement to wait for the Lord, in the way of his judg- 
ments, in the pious exerciſe of faith and patience, reſignation 
A fixed concern and earneft T -c maggie 2. ſuitably ex. 
erciſed under the judgments K eaven, 18 doubtleſs, cone 


* 
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ſtitute' one part of "the exereiſe or duty ſpecified in che text. 
Without this, what valuable 8 can be anſwered, on our 
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part, by theſe judgments? They muſt make us either better, 


or worſe, prove, like the word, the ſavdur either of life unto life, 


or of death unto death—the mean of promoting our ſalvation, or 
making us more the heirs of hell than we were before. When 
men continue impenitent, ſecure and unreformed under the rod 
of correction, what we find addreſſed to the Jews; at the begin- 
ning of this prophecy, will apply to them, Why ſhould ye be 
ſtricken any more?” ye will revolt more and more. But ſuch 
as none of the ſpots: of God's children. As they are anxious 
to know why he contends with them, to learn the ground of 
his controverſy, the procuring cauſe of his judgments; ſo they 
feel and cheriſh' a cordial concern to have their hearts ſuitably. 


affected in ſuch ſituations. Hence it is their uniform deſire 


and ferveht prayer, that God would ſanctify the rod of afffie- 
tion, enlighten their eyes before they ſlęep the ſleep of death, 
and ſpare them to recover ſtrength before they go hence. They 
lament their own ſins ag contributing to the general provocati - 
nity 4 which they are members, 
fphing and crying, like the few faithful in EzekiePs days, 
4 for all the abominations that be done in the midſt thereof, *” 
whence they are marked for preſetvation' in the day of the 
Lord's fierce anger. While they foreſee and dread, 4 


on ſuch occafions often lead them, eſpecially if inveſted with a- 
ny public function, to expreſs themſelves in a manner ſurpri- 
ſing to ſome, and. offenfive to others. They ſpeak becauſe they 


believe, add out of the abundance of the heart; yet wiſh their 


fears may be diſappointed, tho” at the expence of demonſtra- 


ting the dernen of their warnings and admnitions. White, 
his hoiiſchold, and found 


Noah built an ark to the ſaving o old, 2 
protection in it from the overwhelming deluge, he, no doubt, 
felt even for thoſe who deſpiſed his warnings; as did alſo Lot, 


while he beheſd the ſmoke of the cities of the plain aſcending 15 
tod Wards heaven as the ſmoke of 1 Happy are 
ſouls given them for a prey. 


Such as groper wait on God in theſe ſituations, will not 
content tliemiſel 


bounding in the work of the Lord, inaſmuch as they know 


that their labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord;, like the olive 


- 
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RG 


Lord's fes d, they alſo 
+ deprecate the evil day, and feel the moſt purigent ſorrow at the 
blindneſs, and carnal ſecurity of their fellow men, under the 
impending judgments of Heaven. Their ſenſibilities of heart 


s with'a'few faitit' wiſhes, or feeble endea- 
yours ;- for they continue ſtedfaſt, and immoveable,” always a- 


of mankind in general, than chat they themſelves thould be 
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tree, which, as ſome tell us, the more it is preſſed down, the” 
deeper it lrikes its roots, and ſpreads itsboughs the wider. They 


are more concerned that theſe trying events work together for 
the glory of God, and the good of hib church and people, yea,” 


either 5 or - =" delivered from their prefſure. 
With their ſoul ': llows in erſe, do! 
him in the night the dark, and; for what earth Gat” yield, 


joyleſs night” of adverſity; and With their ſpirit within them 
will they ſeek him early,—ſo ſoon as the morning of their 
proſperity appeareth,” not forgetting the benefits of the God of, 


their ſalvation; importing that all the powers of the mind, 
and affectione of the heart were engaged in the pious ereiſe. 
What is mentioned in the 16th 3 

a people in their ſituation, had they been ſincere and upright," 
and, to this, added perſeverance; © Lord, in trouble have they 
viſited thee, they poured out a prayer when thy chaſtning was 
upon them.” The ſame may be ſaid of what we ſind recorded 
of their .conduEt upon another occaſion; * When he' flew* 
them, then they ſought him: and they returned and enquired” 
early after God. And they remembered that God was their 
rock, and the high God their redeemer.” Theſe were hopeful” 


beginnings, but alas! ſoon did they prove as a morning cloud, 


and early dew that pafſeth away; © Nevertheleſs, adds the 


Pſalmiſt, they did flatter him with their mouth, and they lied 


unto him with their tongues. | For their heart was not right 
with him, neither were they ſtedfaſt in his covenantf.“ 
Ass dhe priniary intention of divine judgments, or chaſliſe-" 
ments, is re , E <P | 
being only an'incidental effect, in conſequence of their wilful 


blindneſs and obſtinacy: ſo thoſe who are rightly exerciſed un- 


der theſe, or wait for God in the way of them, will be anzious 


not only to ſee, but alſo to break off their ſins by repentance, - 


and their iniquities by ny ny Even pure minds need 
to be ſtirred up by way of remembrance; for providence ad- 
moniſhes as well as the word, and the midnight cry, announcing 


the approach of the Bridegroom, was alarming to the wiſe as 


well as to the fooliſh virgins. While theſe were confounded at 
the ſolemn ery, when they found no oil in their veſlels wich 


their lamps, and their lamps gone out; and were repulfed'on'/ 


their application, Lord, Lord, open tous,” with, “ Verily1 ſay 
unto you, I know' you not; Watch therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour, wherein the Son of man com- 


eth“? The wiſe were'aroufed to trim their lamps, and to go" 
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but to meet the Bridegroom at his coming, with their loins girds , 
ed about and their lamps burning. The miſery of multitudes 
is, that they begin not to ſeck God in earneſt. till too late, 

; _ when they cry, but there is none to ſave them; even unto the 

Lord, but he anſwereth them not}. It is too late to knock, 
| when the doc is finally ſhut; too late to cry for mercy, when $27, 
it gives place to incenſed juſtice. Let us then * ſeek the Lord . 
white he may be found, call upon him while he is near, and nor a 
begin to pray only, when prayer ſhall be no longer heard, — 


4 2 


-when God may be provoked to laugh at our calamity, and mock X 

when our fear cometh fudden and irreſiſtible as a whirlwind®, 

- _ The judgoicnts of the Moſt High enforce ſuch admonitions 

as theſe on our hearts, —Be ye alſo ready, for in an hour when y 

ye think not, the Son of man cometh—Let your moderation 1 

be known to all men; for the Lord is at hand the judge is at 4 

the door. Influenced by theſe, conſiderations, the righteous, 4 

| wherein they have done iniquity, way 4 to do ſo no more, to "4 
forſake every fooliſh and finful way, ſhake off remiſſneſs and | 

lukewarmneſs in the ſervice of their God, and return to the 

paths of truth, piety, and righteoulycſs, with full purpoſe of i , 

heart. 'When by afflictions,: their corruptzons are purged away, 0 

their faith tried and ſtrengthened, their patience perfected, WM + 

their brethren edified, and their Maſter glorified, they anſwer ; 8 

the ends propoſed, and are not in vain in the Lord. Often are . 

they made the mean of reſtoring che ſoul, mortifying corrup⸗ © 

tion, eniivening the graces of the Splrit, deadening our affec- f. 

tions.to the world, and cauſing to walk in the ways of wiſdom, F 

which are pleaſantneſs and peace, That afflictions may anſwer |, tt 

theſe important ends, is the heart's deſire, and frequent and fer- *r 

vent prayer of thoſe who are rightly exerciſed by them. 7 br 

The Chriſtian temper is far from being a contracted and ſel- - 

- fiſh one. Thoſe who wiit for God in ſuch fituations, will not bat 


fail to feel for, and ſympathize with thoſe who ſuffer by his th 
judgments, whether they be friends, or enemies, countrymen Bi 
or — tho they themſelves ſhould be in abſolute ſafe- G. 
Wich what yearnings of compaſſion did Jeremiah lament thi 
the deſolations of his'country, and the ſlaughter of its inhabit- ET 
ants? Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a abe 
fountain of tears, that 1 might weep day and night for the | Ch 
flain of the daughter of my people.” The cauſes of their cas for 
lamity he aſſigns, for they were all adulterers, an aflembly of . 
treacherous men, who bended their tongues like their bow fog 
hes: but were not yaliant for the truth upon the earth; for they 
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proceeded from evil to evil, and had no knowledge of the 
Lord. Elſewhere he gives vent to the pungent feelings which 


the horrid fcenes of war excited in his breaſt; My bowels, 


my bowels; I am pained at my very heart, my heart maketh a 


noiſe in ke; I cannot hold my peace, becauſe thou haſt heard, 
O my ſoul, the ſound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. Es 
ſtruction upon deſtruction ts cried; for the whole land is fpoil»e < 


ed. How long ſhall I ſec the ſtandard, and hear the found of 


the trumpet*?” This was acting like a true patriot, who had the 


proſperity of his country at heart, and mourned in ſecret for 
the ſins of his people, and the judgments they procured, of 
which war was not the leaſt; at the very time he was traduced, 
arraigned, and ſhut up in a dungeon, by the rulers of that coun- 
try, for ſedition; diſloyalty, and befriending their enemies. Thro 


the whole of his Lamentations, the ſame benevolent ſpirit 
breathes, nor was it peculfar to him, but common with the 


7 


Ezekiel, when he ſaw in viſion fix men, each with his flaughter 
weapon in his hand, betokening,' probably, the leaders of the 
Chaldean army, and heard their dread commiſſion, Go thre? 


\ the city and ſmite: let not your eye ſpare, neither have pity. 


Slay utterly old and young, both maids and little children, and 85 


vVvomenz and begin at my 3 * and alſo beheld the exe- 


cution of the fatal N tho he t er of thofe marked 
for preſervation; yet he fell proftrate to the ground, deprecat- 
ing the awful ehe 1 God! 478 Pina all 
the reſidue of Ifrael, in thy pouring out of thy fury upon Je- 
rufalemj?” How genuine and difintereſted theſe expreſſions of - 
brotherly love? Could the frequent 'warnings and prayers of 
theſe patriotic worthies ward off the impending blow, their 
country, Cities and temple would have remained a quiet habi- .. 
tation; and indeed, had they not unhappily flighted the former, 
they would have, doubtleſs reaped the benefit of the latter. 
But a people may arrive at ſuch a meafure of iniquity, that 
God will not hear the moſt highly favoured of his fervants in 
their behalf. > 5 e 
How noble, generous and benevolent the temper diſcovered 


above, compared to that often manifeſted among gh 


Chriſtians in modern times! When tidings are brought tha 
ſome hundreds or thouſands have been left dead, wounded and 


1 
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F It is recorded in the life of the pious Flavel, that at the very time when he 


was burned in effegy in the town that enjoyed the benefit of his miniſterial 
dours, owing to the unhappy ſpirit of theſe times, he was employed in ſuppli- 
eating the God of heaven in behalf of the inhabitants. | | 
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mangled in the bloody field, how ape theſe heavy tidings receive | 
ed? What effects. do they produce?\ Are they heard with tears 
and lamentation? Are amuſements and pomp laid afide,' an 
mourning appatel worn? for a time of war ſhauld be a perio: 
univerfal mourning. No ſuch thing. Hoſtilities, which 
hreaten the lives of unknown myriads, and the happingſ of 
millions, uſually commence amidſt an almoſt univer 2 apathy 
and unconcernedneſs. In their progrefs, while the ſword de- 
Vours its thouſands, and tens of thouſands, individuals, be- 
xeaved of their dear relatives, may weęp - the forlorn widow 
and orplian may mourn a huſpand and a. father Bruin 
| tft, —ah! loſt to them for ever: but the uneaſy ſenſations gf 
| thoſe whoy4n one view, are chiefly concerned, if they have any, 
- for the untimely death, or maimed limbs of their civil children 
and guardians, are ſoon extinguiſhed over a flowing glaſs, or 
2 | the faſhionable amuſements of the theatre, the yell of 


P > am op a 


ounds, and the noiſe Aud buſtle of the chace. Do ſuch ex- 
claim, witk the prophet, upon the heavy tidings of bloodſhed 
1 and ſlaughter, Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes 


- fountzin of tears, that J .might weep day and night-for the 
Hain of my people?” If the premature and violent death of 
friends give little or no ſorrow, no wonder the calamities and a 


” Hall of enemies ſhould create jo. | fi 


He who. gave the precept, © Love your enemies, bleſs th 5 
1510 7 — _ do good 0 them 5 hate you, and en lor 
them Which deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you: that ye 
may be,” or approve. yourſelves, © the children of your Father Jig 
| which is in heaventz” alſo exemplified it in his own conduct, ed 
no doubt often in his life, but eſpecially when he ſpent his ex- the 
piring breath in prayer for his very murderers; © Father for- 
give them, for they know not what they do!” How amiable, ge- ha 
nerous and forgiving his deportment, when he wept over that 
wicked and, rebellious city Jeruſalem, at the dread proſpe of for 
| her, impending doom, tho? he forefaw the inhabitants would in f 
a few days imbrue their hands in his precious blood! Are we 
not in this, as in other things, called to yearn of him, or to 
copy his eampler But ſhould any ſuppoſe that this is an inſtance 
of virtue too ſublime for imitation, let us for a moment advert A 
© © to the behaviour of the prophet already referred to, who ex- bir 
preſſed the ſame benevolent and philanthropic temper, long be- © 
fore gu Lord appeared in the fleſh. Jeremiah was commiſſion- 155 | 
| ed as a prophet to foretel and denounce the wrath of Heaven 1 
g gainſt the enemies of his country, the Philiſtines; yet he fecls 
| 1 them as fellow men, and warmly deprecates the threatened 
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doom. .O thou. ford of the Land: bow, dong Will it be ere - 


thou be quiet? put up thyſelf into thy ſcabard; reſt and be 
| hath given it a 


ſtill. How can it be quiet, ſeeing the Lord ziv 
charge againſt Aſhkelon, and againſt the ſea-ſhore? there hath 
D. EEG 


| The inhabitants of Aſhkelon and the ſea-ſhore were che roots 
ed, and avowed enemies of Iſrael, who were ever ready to 


wage war againſt them. _ were alſo groſs idolaters, and, ; | 


of courſe, enemies to the God of Iſrael. — 9 ex- 
ceeding great, on account of which the Lord gave dharge to 
his ſword againſt them, whence the prophet could have no 


doubt of the juſtice, if nat of the neceſſity of a war that muſt 


prove to them ſo deſtructive. And yet, inſtead of rejoicing 
that Pharaoh king of Egypt would thus cut off, or exterminate . 
the enemies of his country, and praying that his armies might 


be covered, in the day af battle, and he ſucceſsful in ſhedding 
blood; by an uſual but elegant figure, he accoſts the devouring 


ſword, . O thou ſword of the Lord, how long wilt it be ere 
thou he quiet? Did this proceed from diſloyalty to his prince, 
or diſaffeckion to his native land? The very reverſe appears from 
all his writings; tho the princes and rulers accuſed him of bo 

and caſt him into a dungeon; becauſe he had the patriotiſm, 
fidelity and courage to declare the truth, and give the only 
counſel that: could ſecure the ſtability of the throne, and pro- 
long the tranquility of the ſtate. Tho' enemies, he regarded 


them as fellow creatures, the offspring of the ſame common Fa- 


ther, and the objects of his paternal care: and therefore, neither 
difference in N avowed enemity to his nation, aggravats 
ed by continued hoſtilities, nor enmity to the God of Iſrael, 
the very worſt things that can be pleaded in vindication of 
modern national antipathies, could ſuppreſs his compaſſion for 
them as men, while in the diſcharge of his important truſt, he 
denounced againſt them the vengeance of his God. Tho' he 
foretold, he was far from deſiring their evil day; for he was an 
utter ſtranger to that barbarous refinement of modern times, 
which leads many of the profeſſed diſciples of the meek and 
merciful Jeſus, to rejoice in the laughter of their fellow men, 
and pray that Heaven would go forth with fleets and armies for 
that purpoſe; and to preſent devout thanks to the Father of the 
yo of all fleſh, if they have been ſucceſsful in multiplying 

miſeries of mankind, and ſending myriads of them prema: 
turely to the grave. O man, how art thou fallen! 


- + Jer. Wü. 6, 7. 
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If the inſtruments of death have deſtroyed only a few. hun. 
dreds, the matter is ſuffered to paſs with little notice; but if ſo 
many thouſands have been made to. bite the duſt, do uſe a mo- 
dern phraſc, tho' an equal number of their own friends may 
have breathed their laſt, the joyful tidings fl from poſt to poſt, 
and quickly ſpread thro? city and village. Flags are diſplayed, 
bone-bres. kindled, the churches are crowded — Fe Deums, 
hymns of thankſgiving are chanted, and the evening coneludes 
the ſcene, probably with balls, illuminations, and ringing of bells, 
Nat\only fellow men, but the Deity himſelf is made a party 
in fangunary triumph, as if he could be delighted with the 
and flaughter of thouſands of his offspring and ſubjects, 
brethren too, becauſe the rulers of the reſpective 
hoſtile ſtares happen to be at variance. Tell it in not Gath, pub. 
liſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſkelon, leſt the daughter of the un- 
circumcifed triumph.” Such are the immediate fruits of war, 
that the moſt ſucceſsful hero, if not loſi to humanity, may weep 
in ſurveying the trophies of his victory. | t 
Is fuch the uſe that ought to be made. of the judgments of 
Heaven? the proper mode of waiting for God in the courſe of 
theſe judgments? Such as exprefs unhallbwed joy on occaſions 
of this nature, have reaſon to fear that a righteous God, the 
Governor among the nations, may yet make them to weep and 
wail, while others have ſimilar eauſe of joy in their cala- 
mitiesz far the very worſt jof men have a claim to our com- 
paſſion, when the hand of God lies heavy upon them; and they 
who would deny'this, or fhut up their bowels of compaſſion 
on ſuch occaſſions, have reafon. to fuſpect that they are of 
their father the devil, who was a murderer from the beginning, 
and delights in ſcenes of human miſery and wo. While the 
world triumphs in its own way, let the children of Zion's 
King never be aſhamed to copy ſuch bright examples as have 
| been referred to above, in expreſling their ſorrows and joys: for 
tho' they may be condemned by thoſe who delight in war, or 
have no proper ſenſe of its evils, they ſhall be approved of God, 
and enjoy the teſtimony of their own conſcience.. 


we ought likewiſe to contemplate the terrible operations of 


Divine providence with ſolemn awe and dread upon our minds, 
= conſidering whoſe works they are, and the procuring cauſe of 
them; and alſo to give God the glory which they demand of 
the ſons, of men. . We cannot wait upon him aright, m the 
way of theſe operations, unleſs thus exerciſed When the moſt 
High utters his voice in the thunder of his ire, ſhakes the na- 
tions, riſes from his ſeat to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth, 
and addreſſes them in tremenduous accents, with what awe and 
reverence ſhould 4hey attend to the import of his language, 
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and the nature of the operation of his hands?, When the lion 
soareth;. the inhabitants of the foreſt tremblez and what heart 
is not appalled, When the God ot glory thundereth with that 


voice which is full of power and majeſtyſ? The voice of God 


in the kingdom of nature, providence and grace is mighty in 
operation, and produceth ſimilar effects. Ihunder and light- 
ning in the former, and the word of Ged in the latter, rend, 
ſhake, pierce, melt and make manifeſt; and were not the threat- 
nings of Scripture, and the terrible events of his providence at- 
tempered with mercy, as the lightning is with its concomitant 


rain, what fleſh could ſtand before; them? When he ſpoke: 


from heaven by his apoſtles, thoſe ſons of ſpiritual thunder, 


what power, what effects accompanied the word? As the Lord's | 


powerful and majeſtic voice in the heavens divides” the flames 


of fire, and ſheds them abroad from the clouds, in the terrible 


form of lightning, that ſharp and glittering ſword of the Al- 
mighty, which no ſubſtance can withſtand: ſo the word of truth, 
that ſword of the Spirit, is quick, and powerful, and ſharper 
than any two-edged ſword, piercing even to the dividing aſun- 
der of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow. As a 
hammer, it breaks the rock, the heart of ſtone in pieces, and 
as a fire it melts, enlightens inflames, the more noble powers, 
and conſumes the groſſer appetites. His voice in the kingdoms 


of men is often no leſs awful in its nature, and expreſſive in its 


importz claiming, along with his word and works, our attention 
and reverence, and demanding our ſubmiſſion and obedience. 
Hence the Pſalmiſt introduces, in the 2 „a ſublime 
deſcription of the power, majeſty, and E s voice 
in the natural worid, by calling upon the mighty or potentates 
of the earth to give glory to Jehovah, and to the voice or 
word of his power | e | 


Iehovch is a God of terrible majeſty, and his works ſhew him 


to be girded about with ſtrength. Who can peruſe the narra» 


tive of his terrific works in Egypt, at the red ſea, in the wilder - 
neſs, and in the puniſhment of the wicked Canaanites, and 
not feel his mind impreſſed with ſolemn awe? Theſe events 
ſhew the majeſty, the juſtice, the power and 3 of 
the Lord of hoſts, in the moſt expreſſive manner; and claim 
for him the glory which is due to his ſacred name. In the 


ſufferings and croſs of Jeſus, when he was under the judgment 


of Heaven, a ſcene ſtill more ſolemn and intereſting 1s exhibit- 
ed to our view; upon the ſurvey of which, how pertinent the 


queſtion, “ If ſuch things _ done in the green tree, what. 


7 Pſal. xxix. 3 Heb. it. 13. 
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ſhall be done in the dry? Here mercy and truth, righteoufneſs 
and peace met and embraced each otherj;: and thence peace is 
prociaimed on earth, and good-will toward men. Yet, in 
ſurveying-the croſs of Jeſus, we are to weep, not for him the 
illuſtrious ſufferer, but for ourſelves, our children, and fellow 
men, who may be ſtill expoſed to the wrath of Heaven. When 
the prophet Habakkuk had his thoughts directed to the judg- 
ments of the great Arbiter of the univerſe in his day, how was 
he affected? When F heard, my belly trembled: my lips qui- 
vered at the voice: rottenneſs entered into my bones, and F trem- 
bled in myſelf, that I might reſt in the day of trouble.“ 


Wen the Pſalmiſt invites us to contemplate the deſolating 
works of Providence, he introduces the Lord himfelf impoſin 
revereiitial ſilence, and calm attention to the ultimate end | 
theſe works—his exaltation 7 the heathen, and in the earth: 
Come; behold: . Lord, what deſolations he 
hath: made in the earth. He maketh wars to ceaſe unto the 
end of the earth, he breaketh the bow, arid cutteth the ſpear 
m ſunder, he burneth the chariot in the fire“ To commence 
hoſtilities and bloodſhed in the earth, nothing farther is neceſ- 
ſary tham to ſet the luſts and paſſions of men, that wage war 
in tiieir members, at work: but nothing ſhort. of a divine in- 
terpoſitiom can terminate theſe; and ſuch interpoſitions claim 
our attention and gratitude. Be ſtill, adds he; and know 
that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen; I will be 
exalted in the earth. When the alurmed Hebrews were cloſe- 
ly purſued by the diſappointed and enraged Egyptian hoſt, envi- 
roned on either hand*by inacceſible mountains, and prefented 
in front by the red ſea, Moſes accoſts them, Fear ye not, 
ſtand ſtill, and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord, which he will 
ſhew you to-day; for the Egyptians whom ye have ſeen to- 
day, ye fhall ſee them again no mere for erer. The Lord 
mall fight for you, and ye ſhall hold your peace“ That 
ſalvation which they were called to expect with awful ſi- 


IV. 


lence, proved a dreadful judgment to the haughty and menac- | 


ing purſuers, leaving them neither root nor branch: while it 
afforded à grand theme for a ſublime and triumphant ſong to 
the reſcued tribes of Iſrael. Thus; tho' their weepmgendured 
for a night, joy came in the morning, and they were called to 
join mirth with their trembling, to adore the Lord, whoſe 
mighty arm had atchieved for them the deciſive victory, and 
cciebrate the diſplays of his power, juſtice, and mercy on that 
memorable occaſion, in a ſong that thould perpetuate the fame 
of that glorious but terrific event to lateſt ages, and give name 


1 Pl. Ixxxv. 10. Hab. iii. 16. ] Pf. zlvi. 8, &; + Excd. xiv. 13, 14. 
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to the ſublime exereiſe of the bleſſed above, where the ſong of 
Moſes and dhe Lamp ſhall be fung with unceafing triumph.” | 


Thus ſalvation to the Church is eonnecłked in Scripture with 
the overthrow of her enemies; - predictions reſpecting the ex- 
tenſion of Meſſiah's kingdom, and the increaſe of his 2 
fubjects, with a ſolemn caution to the princes and rulers of 


earthy and a dread menace, ſhould they diſregard itf. Both fre - 
_ eontraſted in 2 beautitul and ſtriking manner in the ſeventy-ſe- 


cond Pſalm, which contains 2 grand prediction of the extent; 
duration, and proſperity of Meſſiah's gracious reign upon earth; 
and the Spirit of prophecy puts a proclamation in the mouth of 
Jeſus, which conneCts the acceptable year of the Lord, and the 
day of vengeance of our God“; as if theſe, in different views, 
were one and the ſame, or always conjoined in the providence 
of God. When he is about to extend and eſtabliſn the reign 
of truth, righteoutneſs and falvation in the earth, the oppoſers 
of his cauſe, and luke warm profeſſed friends, have juſt cauſe to 
tremble. This is the only view in which a Chriftian' can take 


comfort from the' inflition of God's judgments upon the wick. 


ed and ungodly," who refuſe to be reclaimed by them,—that tho? 
for the prefent not joyous but grievous, they wilt eventually 


advance the Divine glory, in the diſplays they give of the wit- 
dom, and equity of God's moral government on earth, and in 


the farther ſpread of true and unde filed religion in the world; 
« The Lord bringeth the counſe] of the kezthen to nought: 


he maketh the devices of the people of none effect. The 
counſel of the Lord ftandeth for ever; the thoughts of his 


heart to all generationsF.” The wiſdom of God's providence 


claims our reverence and admiration, no leſs than the power of 
his mighty arm. By this atribute of the Divine nature the 
counſels of ſtates and empires, of kings and cabinets, , are 
either directed tb the accompliſhment of the grand counfel of 
Heaven; or, ſhould they attempt to thwart or oppoſe it, are 
over-rulled, blaſted; and brought to nothing. Of this hiſtory 

can furniſh innumerable proofs, to diſcover which ſhould be th 

great end of peruſing it. The wrath of man fhall praiſe the 
Lard, and'to the remainder thereof, whatis not neceflary for this 
purpoſe, will he ſet reſtraining bounds. Wherein haughty 
mortals may deal proudly, he will ſhew himſelf above them, 


and bring them into ſituations, in which even men'of might 


thall not find their hands; or be able to deliver their owi ſou 
and in which the wonted wiſdom of the wiſe and prudent o 


T Pfal. ii. e Ina. vi. 1. + Pfal. Wii. xo, 17. 1 
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the world ſhall be turned into fooliſhneſs.- Hence it is faid, 
% Zion heard, and was glad, and the daughters of Judah re- 
Joiced; becauſe of thy judgments, O Lordy;” and this joy is 
perfectly conſiſtent with that ſolemn awe and dread of Gad, 
which theſe ought to inſpire, yea, a bleſſed fruit of theſe pious 
diſpoſitions. They that fow in tears, ſhall'reap in joy that 
tremble at the judgmengs of God, will find inward reit,” peace 
and ſatisfaction in the day of trouble; when theſe judgments 
are abroad in the earth, and bear heavy on the workers of ini - 


To conclude this part of the ſubject, Thoſe that are exer- 
ciſed, like the Church in the text, under the frowns of Hea- 
ven, will take refuge under the covert of their Redeemer's 
blood and 8 as the only ſecurity from the penal 
effects of theſe judgments, and of the wrath to come, to 
which they are a certain - prelude, if not improved aright. 
When the King over all the earth commands his profeſſing peo- 
ple to prepare themſelves to meet their God, whether in the 
diſpenſations of his word or providence, he by no means in- 
tends, that they ſhould preſume to approach him as an abſo- 
Jute, or uncovenanted God, or depend upon their own prepa- 
rations for acceptance: for he is acceſſible only in Jeſus \ one 
Mediator, to the guilty penitentz without faith in whom he is 
to be dreaded as a conſuming fire. Lo this mean of ſafct 
Moſes had recourſe in a eriſis of imminent danger; Through 
faith he kept the paſſover, and the ſprinkling of blood, leſt 
he that deſtroyed the ' firſt horn ſhould touch them.” The 
faithful under the Old Teſtament diſpenſation comforted them- 
ſelves under all their afflictions by the promiſes of the future 
advent of Meſſiah, and the proſpects which faith preſented of 
the peace and proſperity of his reign. This man, ſaid they, 
ſhall be the peace, when the Aſſyrian ſhall come into our 
land*,” ſhall be to us the author of peace and ſafety, when 
deſolation ſpreads her dreary wings all over the country. The 


| SECT 


recious promiſes of protection in fuch ſituations, recorded 


in the ninety-firſt Pſalm, meet in him, as the | ſtraight lines 
from the circumference of a circle meet in the centre, and are 
in time of need fulfilled to the heirs of promiſe for his ſake; 
yea, fulfilled by himfelf in whom they are ratified and confirmed. 
e is the ark provided againſt every deluge of wrath—-the 
chambers of fafety into which they are exhorted to enter at the 
twentieth verſe of this chapter where our text lies, to hide 

_ themſelves till the indignation be overpaſt. He is that pavili- 
on in which God himſelf hides them in evil days the rock iu 


4 Pal. xcvii. 8, 1 Heb, xi. 26. * Micah. v. 3. 
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whoſe clift he covers them with the friendly hand of his pro- 


tection, while he is paſſing by in terrible majeſty, threſhing the 


heathen in his anger, and diftributing ſorrows to his enemies 


in fury and in furious rebukes. 


le is deſcribed. by the evangelic prophet, who expatiates ſo 
much on his properties, as.an hiding-place from the wind, 
and a covert from the tempeſt; as vivers of water in a dr 

place, and the ſhadow gf a great rock in a weary land iz“ fi- 
gures all highly fignificant and expreſſive, conſidering the na- 
ture of the country and climate to which they allude. Hence 
they can fay, 4 Thou art my hiding-place, thou ſhalt preſerve 


me from trouble: thou ſhalt compaſs me about with ſongs of 


deliverancet. He is that city of refuge, whoſe gates are ever 
open for the reception of guilty penitents, from. whoſe ſacred 


receſſes they ſhall never be dragged; ſeeing he ever liveth to 
intercede for them. To him the priſoners of hope are exhort- 


ed to flee as their ſtrong hold, where they ſhall be ſafe till the 
winter of time is paſt, and the rains and ſtorms of adverſity 
over and gone.. In life, at death, and amidſt the ruins of a 


periſhing world, ſhall he prove a fun and ſhield to the righte - 


ous: for they ſhall be kept by his mighty power thro' faith to 
ſalvation. Who or what can pluck them out of his, or his 
Father's hand? To the exerciſe of waiting for him in the way 


of his judgments, he annexes a precious promiſe by his ſer- 


vant Malachi:—* Then they that feared the Lord ſpake often 


one to another, and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and à 


book of remembrance was written before him for them that 


feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name. And they 


ſhall be mine, faith the Lord of hoſts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels; and I will ſpare them as a man ſpareth his 
own ſon that ſerveth him.“ The prophet Ezekiel repreſents 
them as marked, by divine direction, for preſervation in the 
hour of danger; which ſhould encourage their confidence in 
God amidſt all the reverſes in their lot, and the commotions of 
the world. | Zh | ö 
Malachi gives us, towards the cloſe of his prophecy, an ac- 
count of the awful calamities that would overtake the wicked, 
when the day. of God's mercy and vengeance would come, and 
therewith contraſts the bleſſed ſecurity of the righteous: ** For 
behold, the day cometh that ſhall burn as an oven; and all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly ſhall be as ſtubble: and 


that it ſhall leave them neither root nor branch; But unto 
that fear my name, ſhall the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſe with 


the day that cometh ſhall burn them up, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 


5 + . s. Ill. i. 7. 1 Malik 26, 7. 
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healing in his wings; and ye ſhall go forth and grow up as cal- 
ves of the ſtall. And ye ſhall tread down the wicked; for they 
ſhall be aſnes under the ſoles of your feet, in the day that L 
ſhall do this, ſaith the Lord of hoſts“.“ While God is angry: 
with the wicked every day, and hath prepared for them the in- 
ſtruments of death; the righteous are emboldened to conſide 

in his care and goodneſe, even in the worſt of times; to com- 
mit all their concefns to his management and diſpoſal, and ap- 
proach him as children to a Father, who is both able and ready 

to help them. Of this privilege they avail themſelves, and 
theſe troubles which drive the ungodly farther from him, and 
the paths of duty and happineſs, and render their hearts more 

- obdurate and callous; are the very mean of bringing chem near- 
= him as their redeeming and guardian God, and of pro- 


motinꝑ their conformity to his:image, and meetneſs for his hea- 
venly kingdom. They find him to be their refuge, their ſtrength 
and very preſent help in trouble, their ſhelter and hiding-place 
amidſt: the viciſſitudes of life, their Shepherd and Sun in the 
gloomy vale of death their ſhield from its fatal ſting, and ſe- 
curity from the triumphs of the grave their Almighty guar- 
dian, crown of glory and diadem of beauty amidſt the folemn 
concluding ſcenes of nature, when the hearts of millions fhall 
melt thro fear, —when-the heavens ſhall. paſs away with a great 
noiſe, the earth be convulſed to its centre, and the world, with 
the works that are therein be burnt up—and' their everlaſting 
and all-ſatisfying portion beyond the grave. There is not any 
thing preſent or future that can ſeparate them from his love, or 
deprive them of his protecting care, for who or what can harm 
them while followers of that which is good, and of him who n 
hath ſaid, „ He that followeth me ſhall not walk in darkneſs, I tb. 
but ſhall have the light of life.“ Then ſhall ye return and diſ- bb 
cern between the righteous and the wicked; between him that . 
| ferveth God, and him that ſerveth him not. N 


Thus © he that dwelleth in the ſecret place of the moſt 
High, ſhall abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty;“ of whom 
he may fay, He is my refuge, and my fortreſs; my God, in 
him will I truſt.” The Lord is thy keeper': the Lord is thy 
ſhade upon thy right hand. The fun ſhall not ſmite thee by 
day; nor the moon by night.” Such is the happy fituation of 
the righteous, who may ſing this ſong in the houſe of their 
pilgrimage, amidſt the trials and ſorrows-of life; We have 2 
ſtrong city; ſalvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks.“ 
Who can diſpute their right to the protection and privileges of 
this city, that hears its founder and Sovereign ſay, © pen ye 


* Mal: 1v,2, 4,3. f John vii. ba. $\Bfal. acl. 2, .cn. g, 6. 
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the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth 


may enter in? Once within its walls, and no real evil ſhall be- 


fall them, no plague or danger come nigh their perſon, or 


their dwelling. * Thou wilt keep him, adds the prophet, in 
perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee : becauſe he truit-" 
erh in thee;” whence ſuch are exhorted, 'Traſt ye in the Lord 


for ever: for in the Lord Jchovah is everlaſting ſtrengthf.” 


Having thus attempted to unfold the import of waiting for, | 


God, in the way of his judgments, at ſuch length as the impor. 
tance of the ſubject to all Chriſtians may juſtify, and thoſe who 
are ſo exerciſed will not regret, this being indeed the great 
and leading point in the text, reſerving a few practical reflec- 
tions from what hath been ſuggeſted, to the cloſe of another 
diſcourſe, I conclude wirh a Friking afſertion of holy writ, in 
which we are preſented with the different conditions and proſ- 
cs of thoſe who fear God, and wait for him in the way of 
bis judgments; and of. thoſe who regard not his works, nor 
the operations of his hands. Therefore; thus ſaith the Lord 
God, Behold, my ſervants ſhall eat, but ye ſhall be hungry: be-. 
hold, my ſervants ſhall drink, but ye ſhall be thriſty: behold, 
my fervants ſhall rejoice, but ye ſhall be aſhamed: behold, my 
ſervants ſhall ſing for joy of Heart, but ye ſhall cry for ſorrow 
of heart, and how! for vexation of ſpirit. And ye ſhall leave 


your name for a curſe; for the Lord God ſhall ſlay thee.” It 


ſhall be even as when a hungry man dreameth, and behold he 
eateth; but he awaketh, and his ſoul is empty: or as when a 
thirſty man dreameth, and behold he drinketh; but he awaketh, 


and behold he is faint, and his ſoul hath; appetite: ſo ſhall all = 


the nations be that-fight againſt mount Zion.” Theſe things 
in reſpeCt of both the characters referred to in the above quo» - 
tations, ſhall be realized in their ſeaſon : for, adds the Pſalmiſt, 
« Many ſorrows ſhall be to the wicked: but he that truſteth in 
the Lord, mercy ſhall aan oa an about“ 1 


inn ,. 29 Ke lia. Ev. 13, Ke. xxix. 8,—Plal, Il. x0, 
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2 ISAIAH XXVI. 2. 


Tra, IN THE war OF THY JUDGMENTS, O Loan, HAVE WE 


WAITED FOR THEE, © 

' MIDST the various calamities to which human life is ex- 

"A poſed, it affords matter of conſolation to the truly pious 
to . that infinite wiſdom and goodneſs preſide over the 
concerns of mankind. The Lord reigneth, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 
let the earth rejoice: let the multitude of ifles be glad thereofy. 
He ruleth by his power, and wiſely directs all events to his 
own. glory, and the good of thoſe who love and ſerve him. His 


throne was eſtabliſhed of old for judgment, and his kingdom 


ruleth over all. One day ſhall all the ends of the world re- 
member and turn unto the Lord; and all the kindreds of the na- 
tions ſhall worſhip before him. For the kingdom is the Lord's: 
and he is the governor among the nations}. | | 


| * The oracles of truth, and the events of proyidence fully'atteſt, 
That the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth—reignethin Jacob even 


to the ends of the earth. Tho", to our limited apprehenſions, 


clouds and darkneſs are round about him, and his judgments 
be a great deep: yet righteouſneſs and judgment are the habi- 
ration of his tkrone, while his 'mercy is in the heavens, and 


extendeth over all his works. Under his wiſe, juſt and benign 


adminiftration, it ſhall be well with the righteous---ſach as fear 
and ſerve him in truth and uprightneſs: but ill with the wick- 
ed,—--with thoſe who in heart and conduct diſown his authority, 
refuſe ſubjection to his Son, and honorary ſervant, violate or 
neglect his precepts and inſtitutions, and ſo count themſelves 
unworthy of eternal life. "Thoſe who neglect or decline the 
important duty in the text, from whatever cauſe,---waiting for 
God in the way of his judgments, when providence calls to it, 
muſt- Loon appear before him as their Judge, when they may 


1 Pal, . 2. _ 3 Pal. Xii. 27, 28. 


——_——— 


'* ADVANTAGES o WAITING FOR Gon, ke. 39 
may expect judgment without mercy: white ſuch as are ſo ex- 


erciſed may hope for protectiqn amidſt the evils of life, and an 
abundant entrance hereafjer to his heayenly kingdom. 


From this ſubject, you will recollect, it was propoſed, thro? 50 


Divine aid, To unfold the import of the exerciſe ſpecified in the 
text Point out ſome of the advantages reſulting from it Alſo 
direct your attention to ſome of theſe judgments, in the way of 
which we are called to wait for God, in the preſent eventful 
day - And then advert to ſome of theſe fins, which, there is 
reaſon to fear, may be the procuring cauſe of ſuch judgments. 
The firſt thing propoſed hath been already diſcuſſed, nor, do I 
now recapitulate what was ſuggeſted, in illuſtration of that part 
of the ſubject, but proceed directly to point out ſome of the 


ſpecial advantages of waiting for God in the way of his judge | 


ments. | 


% 


| This exerciſe then, is expreſſive of true wiſdom, and attend- 


ed with diſcoveries of the divine favour and goodneſs. This is 
plainly intimated by the Pſalmiſt, when he ſaith, Whoſo is 
wiſe, and will obſerye theſe things, even they ſhall underſtand 
the loving kindneſs of the Lord.“ The things to which he 
refers, are the remarkable events recorded, for our inſtruction, 
comfort and admonition, in the preceding parts of the pſalm. 
Theſe events were partly proſperous, and partly adverſe—ſerve 
ing for correction and chaſtiſement, and alſo to diſplay the 
mercy and benignity of God, toward ſuch as humble themſelves 
under his mighty hand. The wiſdom of the world ſuggeſts a 
thouſand expedients-10 evade, or eſcape divine judgments, as 


preferable to that in the text; to which nothing but abſolute* 


neceſſity can reconcile. Did the old world wait for God, in the 
way of his threatened judgment of a deluge, when he gave them 
timely and repeated warning by Noah! who, believing God, 
prepared an ark, by his direction, to the ſaving of himſelf, 
and houſehold. So far was this from being the caſe, they con- 
tinued ſecure and unconcerned in their ſins, and worldly pure 
ſuits, probably ridiculing Noah as a poor, deluded enthuſiaſt, 
till the flood came and deſtroyed them all. Lot brought a ſo- 
lemn and intereſting meſſage to the ears of his ſans-in-law, 
and urged compliance with it probably with tears; but you 
know the reception he found. And Lot went out, and 
ſpake unto his ſons-in-law, which had married his daughters, 


and ſaid, Up, get you out of this place: for the Lord will de- 


ſtroy this city; but he ſeemed as one that mocked: unto. his ſons- 
in-law.” Too Often, alas! are the admonitions and exhorta- 
d . 4 | E 2 gy SF 


t Pfal, vu. 43 + Gen. niz. 14. 
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fellow creatures, and detaining them in ſervitude but a 
event will convince them of their folly, when, perhaps, for them 


+ 


tions of the Word treated in the ſame manner. Similar Was 
the conduct of ' Pharaoh, even under the judgments of the Lord, 


till theſe iſſued in his final, and awful deſtruction: and alas! 
how often fince hath his infatuated example been copied? He 
thought he did wiſely, in oppreſſing the Hebrews, while that 


very conduct paved the way for their deliverance, and for his 


own downfal, and the deſolation of his kingdom. And he 


ſaid unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Iſrael 
are more and mightier than we. Come on, let us deal wiſely 


with them*,” &c. Modern ſlave dealers, and their partiſans, 
may applaud the wiſdom of their meaſures, for ſubj ugating their 
milar. 


too late. If Pharaoh and his ſervants had acceſs to know how 


Moſes and the children of. Iſrael kept the paſſover, and the 
ſprinkling of blood; left he that deſtroyed the firſt born ſhould 
touch them, they would probably laugh at their conduct, till 


the event ſhewed its wiſdom. The Spirit of God hath affixed 


a brand of infamy on thoſe who are $7) vj to this exerciſe, 
y 


60 Lord how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very 


deep. A brutifh man knoweth not; neither doth a fool under- 
- Nand this|}.” He who is blind to the Lord's doings, underſtand» - 


eth nat his deſigns in them, is ignorant of the final iſſue of things, 
and inattentive to his own eternal intereſt, he is, in the verdict 


of reaſon, and ſcripture, the brutiſh man, and the fool, who 


knoweth not the works of the Lor lg. 


When God threatned ancient Iſracl by his prophets, and 
broke down the fence of their protection; inſtead of waiting 
on him in the way of threatened, or inflited calamities, they 


formed alliances with heathen nations, learned their ways; yet 


often ſuffered more by their allies, than their enemies. This 
their way was their folly; yet their poſterity, and fellow-men 
approve itt, and tread in ſimilar ſteps. ** O that my people 
had hearkened unto me, ſaith God, and Iſrael had walked in 


my ways! I ſhould ſoon have ſubdued their enemies, and tur- 


ned my hand againſt their adverſaries)” Attention to the voice 


of God, in his word and providence, is a much more effectual 


expedient to ſubdye an enemy, or repel his force, than te 


| * Exod. i. 9, T0. | Pal. sci. 5, 6. | 
1 In his diſtreſs Ahaz called in the affiftance of Tiglath-Pileſer king of 


Aſſyria; who invaded the kingdoms of Iſrael and Syria, and flew Retſin: but 


he was more in danger than ever from his too powerful ally; to purchaſe whole 
forbearance, as he had before bought his aſſiſtance, he was forced to ſtrip hime 
Jelf and his people of all che wealth he could poſſibly raiſe, from his own trea- 


ſury, from the Temple, and from the country.” Dr. Lowth, . 
+ Pſal. xlix. 13, 5 Pal. Ixxxi. 13, 74. 
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als, The Lord hath done all things well; —he 
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fubſidize princes, in whom we are exhorted to place no truſt[[; 
and while a people neglect to hear that voice, tho the greateſt 

wers. of earth ſhould coalleſce with them, they will prove, 
in the hour of need, but as a bowing wall, and a tottering fence, 
or a' bruiſed reed, that will pierce thoſe who lean upon it 
to the quick. The expreſſive aphoriſm of the wiſe Proverbia- 
liſt; © They that walk uprightly, walk ſurely,” is verified in every 


age; yet blinded ſinners till act, as if they had rather periſh in 


their own way, than proſper in God's way. * Wiſdom is juf« 
r OOO ts 

True wiſdomconfiſteth in propoſing thebeftends, and fixing on 
the fitteſt means to attain and ſecure theſe ends. Such as wait 


for God, agreeable to the ſpirit of our text, diſcover this wif- 


dom; becauſe this is the beſt, indeed the only way,. to obtain 
ſupport under affliftions, real benefit from them, and complete 
deliverance in due time. The oppoſite courſe is not only fool- 
iſh, but alſo fatal to 'thoſe who purſue it. Solomon more 
than once tells us, A prudent man forſeeth the evil, and 


hideth himſelf: but the ſimple paſs on, and are puniſhed}.” 


That the exerciſe in our text is attended with diſcoveries of the 
Lord's loving kindneſs, appears from the iſſue of the trials of 


a Joſeph, a Job, a David, and others, but eſpecially from the 
iſſue of our Saviour's ſufferings, under which he waited pati- 
[ently for the Lord. While fo exerciſed, Chriſtians receive teſ- 


timonies of the divine love, brighter diſcoveries of their inte- 
reſt in it, and an increaſed meetneſs for the full enjoyment of its 


precious fruits. The Father of mercies, and the God of 
all comfort, comforteth them in all their tribulations. For as 


the ſufferings of Chriſt abound in them, ſo their conſolation al- 
fo aboundeth by Chriſt f. To the truth of this, I truſt, not a 
few preſent can bear witneſs, from their own experience. 
Have you not felt, my Brethren, the comforts of religion 
— when the world frowned moſt upon you, and when 


you were called and led, like the Church in this paſſage, to 


wait for your God in the way of his judgments?—Could'you 


not thence ſay, It is good for us that we have been afflicted? 


Can you not till ſay, in reflecting even upon wm greateſt tri- 

ath not afflicted 
us willingly, or merely to grieve us, but out of love, that we 
might become like him, and ſharers of his joy; and he hath 
given us to'underſtand ſo much? Perſevere, for your pious la- 
bour, and exerciſe, in waiting for him, ſhall not be in vain in 


the Lord. 


1 Pal, czliz. 3. 1 Prov. Xii. z il. 22. + 2 Cor. i. 3, &c. 
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p As the feaſonable praQtice of the important duty in the text, 
is expreſſive of the trueſt wiſdom, and uſually accompanied 


with diſcoveries and intimations of the love and merciful in- 
tentions of God towards his people, even in public calamities; 
fo, I may obſerve, it is alſo a happy mean of ſecuring their 


ſafety and eſtabliſhment in ſuch ſituations. Both ſcripture. and - 


experience evince the truth of this obſervation. Of them that 
feared the Lord, thought upon his name, and ſpake often one to 


another, in a period of national defection, and public rebuke, 


he himſelf ſaid, by his inſpired ſervant, And they ſhall be 
mine in that day when I make up my re or ſpecial trea- 
ſure; and I will ſpare them as a man ſpareth his own ſon that 


ſerveth him.“ God hath his different ſeaſons of making up 


his jewels, as at their converſion, -at death, and at the final 
appearance of the great God their Saviour; but it is probable, 
that he hath here more immediately in view the period of afflic- 
tion and public diſtreſs, when his judgments are abroad in the 
earth. Whatever a man neglects amidſt public hurry and con- 
fuſion, he is ſure, if poſſible, to take care of his jewels and 
ſpecial treaſure. If obliged to flee from his habitation, or his 


country, theſe will he make up, as being both valuable and 


table, and endeavour to fecure. In what is faid by the 
ſalmiſt of the wicked, who follow courſes different from that 
in the text, we may ſee, as in a contraſt, the ſecurity and proſ- 
pects of his humble, 1 N and obedient people. Becauſe 
they regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operations of 
his hands, he ſhall deſtroy them, and not build them up.” 
Such inattention to Jehovah's works proceeds from diſbelicf of 


his word; as due attendance on him, and confidence in him in 


the way of his judgments, is the exerciſe and reſult of faith, 
So much was an eminently pious and. great king convinced of 
this, that as he led forth his people againſt a numerous hoſt of 
barbarous foes, the ſacred hiſtorian tells us, he flood and 
faid, Hear me, O Judah, and ye-inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
Believe in the Lord your God, ſo {hall you be eſtabliſhed; be- 


hieve his prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper“;“ which they appear to 
have duly regarded. That to which he exhorted his people, he 


exemplified in his own carriage; and the iflue rewarded his 


' pious reliance on God; for his enemies received a complete de- 


feat, while he and his people had little elſe to do, but to gather 


and divide the ſpoil. Happy for the world, did irs princes copy 


the example of Jehoſhaphat; for then leſs blood would be ſhed 
on the face of the earth, and a juſt»cauſe would not fail ta 
proſper. r | 2 8 | 


+ Mal. iu. x7, f Plal, . 3. 2 Chron, &. 20 
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| The hiſtory of mankind ſhews that this is, the certain road 

+ | to proſperity and eſtabliſnment; while the reverſe is the direct 

path to difappointment and ruin. In the neglect of that, a 

. king will not find his ſafety in the number or proweſs of his 

$a troops, nor a ſtate its proſperity. in the extent of its population, 

T commerce or wealth. There is no king ſaved, ſaith the Pſalm- 

itt, by the multitude of an hoſt; a mighty man is not delivered 
2 by much ſtrength. An horſe is a vain thing for ſafety: neither 

ſhall he deliver any by his greatiſtrength. - . Behold, the eye of the 

de Lord is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his 

mercy: to deliyer their ſoul from death, and to keep them alive 

in famine. Our foul waiteth for the Lord: he is our help and 


at ſhield. - For our heart ſhall rejoice . becauſe we have 
In truſted in his holy name*.” Theſe dictates of anerring truth. 
La are fraught with inſtruction to all; and with comfort to thoſe 
I who wait for God in the way of his teſtimonies. Diſbelief of 
E God's threatenings againſt ſm, and the workers of iniquity, 
1200 and inattention to his works, hath proved the fatal rock upon 
wap which myriads in every age have made ſhipwreck. Are there 


his not with us, a8 a people, fins againſt which the artillery of 
Heaven is directly pointed in the word, and hath been often 
h Icvelled in the courſe of providence, to the fatal experience of 
h © If other nations? How can we expect ours ſhould remain ſecure 
that and tranquil, if this accurſed evil, this Achan in the camp, 
is ſtill retained and cheriſhed? While this continues to be the 
c caſe, our every prop of falſe confidence will deceive usin the 
s % iſſue, apd leave us to be aſhamed of our hope. How much 
PH eg ore . e ſay, with the church of Iſrael; Some 
n Þ{ truſt in chariots, and ſome in horſes: but we will remember 
faith, the name of the Lord our God.” If we do fo aright, or wait 
1 of bor him in the way of his chaſtiſements, we ſhall find occaſion 
& 8 f to add; They are brought down, and fallen, but we are 
| : 4 Unten, and ftand upright}.” But ſhould our truſt reſt on ſuch 
ant things, —on our inſular fituation, our naval ſtrength, the prow- 
efs of our troops, and the extent of our commerce; which, it 
is to be feared, is too much the caſe, have we no cauſe to ap- 
' Eprehend, that we too ſhall be brought down, and left to fall 
rom our boaſted elevation in the ſcale of nations, into a ſtate 
df degradation and diftreſs?!—* If ye will not believe, ſurely 


22 ye ſhall not be eftabliſhed$,” faith: the Lord of hofts, whoſ 
e Nord and purpoſe cannot be reverſed.— 3 
ze ſhed 


Safety in the ſeaſon of trial and danger, or preſervation 
From it, is the reward of keeping the word of God's patience, 
End waiting for him in the way of his judgments. , To the 


Pfal. xxxiii a6, Kc. ; + Pal. X. 7. 8. | | Iſa, vii. 9. 
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angel or miniſter of the church in Philadelphia he ſaith, ““ Be- 


cauſe thou haſt kept the word of my patience, I alſo will keep, 


| thee from the hour of temptation, which ſhall come upon all the 
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.” ©« In the 


time of trouble he ſhall hide them in his pavilion: in the ſecret 
of his tabernacle ſhall he hide them, he foal ſet them up up- 


on a rock||.” Suppaſe the moſt diſtreſſing ſcenes that ever ex- 


iſted—the. noiſome peſtilence walking in darkneſs, deſtruction 
waſting at noon-day, a thouſand falling at their fide, and ten 
thouſand at their right-hand; yet ſhall they not be afraid for 
the terror by night: nor for the arrow that flieth by day; there 

befal them, neither ſhall any plague come nigh 
their dwelling, it ſhall not come nigh.-them, only with their 
eyes ſhall they behold, and ſee the reward of the wickedff. 
Such protection and deliverance from the moſt imminent dan- 
gers, hath Jehovah promiſed to his Anointed, and to his ſeed 
and followers, as you may ſee at large, by conſulting the 
ninety-firſt Pſalm. - His perfections are the feathers with which 


de ſhall cover them; —his providence the wings under which 
they ſhall truſt; his truth ſhall be their ſliield and buckler. The 
-  Tighteous have a ſtrong city, furniſhed with every accommoda- 


tions, whoſe walls and fbulwarks are ſalvation, and its fupplies 
inexhauſtible and within itſelf. To them its gates are open 


night and day, and God himſelf invites them; Come, my 


people, enter thou into thy chambers, and ſhut thy doors about 
thee: hide thyſelf as it were for a little moment, until the in- 


dignation be overpaſt. For behold, the Lord cometh out of 


his place, to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for their ini- 
quity: the earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her blood, and ſhall no more 
cover her ſlain}.” That the Lord is puniſhing the inhabitants 
of the earth for their 1 in the preſent commotions of 
the nations, is evident; that he is making inquiſition for the 
blood of the ſlain, which the earth, ſo often drenched there- 
with, ſhall not always cover; and giving fome blood to drink, 
having found them worthy, there can be no doubt. They that 
are not for him, are againſt him, that gather not with him, 
ſcatter abroad; and what the end of theſe things ſhall be, be- 


. longs to him to ſay and determine. 


The Pſalmiſt recommends, by his own example, what ſhould be 

. 5 DD 5 Rev. iii. 10. [+ Pfal. xxvii. g. 1 
JI In the dreadful viſitation of London, by the plague in 1665, and of Mar. 
ſeilles in 7720, theſe promiſes were fulfilled to ſome who continued, at the riſk 


of life, to diſcharge, amidſt the general calamity, the duties of piety and hu - 


manity. A timesſerving Clergy fled, ejected miniſters ſtepped forth, to admini- 
Ker to their diſtreſſed and dying brethrea every aid in their power. 


+ Iſa. xxvi. 20, at. 
* 175 


5 


X . 2 F ' 
—— x} 
N 94 g as 7 * LA "" * 1 * 0 1 „ . 9 . ©» pl \ a. " 


; the exerciſe of Chriſtians at ſuch a time, and tells us that every 
155 dur perfqn will be ſo employed. * I acknowledged vg tho 
0 5 unte thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid: Tſaid, Will 
ec, Wl confeſs my tranſgreſſions unto the Lord; and thou ſorgaveſt 
the iniquity of my fin. For this ſhall every one that is godly 
1 y unto thee, in a time when thou mayeſt be found: ſurely in 

| he floods of great waters they ſhall not come nigh unto him. 

Thou art my hiding-place, thou fhall preſerve me from trouble: 

thou ſhall compaſs me about with fongs of deliverancef.” He 

for Wl wilt give his angels charge over ſuch. as are thus exereiſed; for 

ate they not all, even Gabriel, not excepted, miniſtring ſpi- 

nigh rits, ſent forth to miniſter to them who ſhall be heirs of falva- 

their tion? “The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
dt. chat fear him, and delivercth themt;” which was literally ae- 

dan. compliſhed in behalf of a venerable prophet of old. When 
the prophet's ſervant ſaw in the morning the hoſt of the king 
the of Syria, who came by night, and compaſſed the city-about, 
/hich both with horſes and Maris: he “ ſaid unto him, Alas, my | 
maſter, how ſhall we do! And he anſwered, Fear not: for they 

The I that be with us are more than they that be with them. And 
noda- Eliſha prayed, and ſaid, Lord, I pray. thee, opep his eyes that 
pplies I he may fee. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, 
open and he ſaw: and behold, the mountain was full of h and 

's My I chariots of fire, round abour Elifhal|.” A poor prophet was 
here more honourably attended, and more ſafely protected, as 

he in- the event ſhewed, than the king of Syria ſurrounded by hie 

out of ¶ guards and nobles: yet ſuch honour and protection have all che 

w in: faints'of the Moſt High. N 


itants The reſpective character, deportment, and proſpects of the 

ns of . Ira the wicked, are beautifully deſcribed, in a variety 

Yr the of particulars, by the royal prophet; a few of which permit me 

there- ¶ to recite. Exil doers ſhall be cut off: but thoſe that wait, 

drink, ¶ upon the Lord, they ſhall inherit the earth. For yet a little | 
y that While, and the wicked ſball not be: yea, thou ſhalt dilägentl 

1 him, ¶ conſider his 7 and it ſhalt not be. The Lord ſhall — . 

e, be- ¶ at him; for he ſeeth that his day is coming. The upright ſhall 

not be aſhamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine | 
I chey ſhall be ſatisfied. ' But the wicked ſhall periſh, and the 1 
ould be || enemies of the Lord ſhall be as the fat — lambs, chey ſhall con- 9 

f ¶ſume: into ſmoke ſhall they conſume away. Wait on the Lord, | 
= and keep his way, and he ſhall exalt thee to inherit the _ | 
4 coor” when the wicked are cut off thou ſhall. ſee it. J have ſeen | EE 
"and ba: Vicked in en, e A like a green b. 
o adminl- e N i 
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tree. Yet he paſſed away, and lo he was not: yea, I ſought 
him, but he could not be found. Mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace. But the 
tranſgreſſors ſhall be deſtroyed together, the end of the wicked 
ſhall be cut off.” Above, the wicked, even thoſe of them who 
3 poſſeſſed great power, are compared to a green tree, which, 
* tho' left to itſelf, will in time wither and periſh, but is more 
5 frequently cut down while yet freſh and verdant. Under this 
very image, the powerful and haughty monarch of Babylon, 
| faw, portrayed in viſion, his own exalted ſtate, and ſubſequent 
= degradation; conveying to the mind a moſt ſtriking and affec- 
4 ting idea of the calamities and deaths of princet; the riſe and 
tragical fate of ſtates and empires; ſwept with the beſom of 
deſtruction; the overthrow of cities, whoſe dimenſions, towers, 
| and palaces once aſtoniſhed the earth, but whoſe fite cannot 
| | now be traced; and the deſolations of the choſen and once fa- 
mous city Jeruſalem. . The gl6ry of this world paſſeth away, 
xe the fading verdure of a tree, or the more tranſient beautia 
| : of the flowers of the field. ——— 8 5 | 
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Another advantage of the pions and prudent exerciſe in the 
ext is, Peace, joy and compoſure of mind, both under, and upon 
reviewing outward troubles and calamities. This, with the 
truly pious, is not the reſult of a ſtoical inſenſibility under their 
E ownimmediate ſufferings; or from the want of commiſeration for 
| the ſufferings of others; but the fruit of the divine goodneſs, and 

of the principles and views by which they are actuated. View- 

ing God as a wiſe, powerful, and gracious Father, and confiding 

| in him as ſuch, they experience the accompliſhment of that 
C1 promiſe;  'Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whoſe mind 
10 | 1s ſtayed on thee: becauſe he truſteth in thee“: while the wick- 
ER ed are fretted, and irritated by the adverſe events in their lot, 
4 like the troubled ſea that cannot reſt, whdſe: waters throw up 
AY mite and filth. - They devolve their cares upon God, have their 
ee ye on the final iſſue of things, and firmly believe that he will 

order all things for the beft, even theſe which ſor the preſent 

- are not joyous but grievous. What influence can all the argu- 
ments and ſuccours of vain philoſophy have on the human 
mind, in the ſeaſon of trial and adverſity, compared to thoſe 
of true and undefiled religion? The former may make a fine 
appearance in theory, and promiſe great things; but fail, like 
winter brooks, in the time of greateſt need. Hence, ſome of 
the greateſt devotees of reaſon. and human wiſdom, have ſought 
ſhelter, under the preſſure of affliction, and in the gloomy 

_ vale of death, beneath the venerable ſhade of religion; whole 
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Why ſhould 


my ſalvation .“ 
and they are ready to exclaim, with the Ephraimite of old; 
e have taken away my gods; and what have I more“ .?“ 
The prophet tells us however, how he came by this happy frame 
of mind, — it was the fruit of waiting for God in the way of 
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raus, like thoſe of the natural ſun, brighten the dark clouds of 
adverſity. The upright enjoy peace within, while the world 
frowns, and the ſurges of affliction ſwell; and their latter end 


is alſo peace, quietneſs, and aſſurance for ever. At peace with 
God, and themſelves, the moſt gloomy objects aſſume a ſerene, 
and pleaſing aſpet. _ 2 e e. 


The Church of the faithful alone can triumph in tribulation, 


and riſe ſuperior both to the frownz and ſmiles of a preſent 


world. © God is our refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent help in 
trouble. Therefore will not we fear, tho? the earth be remov- 
ed, and tho the mountains be carried into the midſt of the 
ſea. Tho? the waters thereof roar, and be troubled, tho the 
ountains ſhake with the ſwelling thereof. There is a river, 
the ſtreams whereof ſhall make glad the city of God: the holy 
place of the tabernacle of the moſt High. God is in the mid 


the earth, the kingdom of Meſſiah, and all its loyal ſubjeQts, 
ſhall be ſafe; and when the former ſhall fink and periſh, never 


more to riſe, the latter ſhall ſhine forth in all the ſplendor of 


their —_— extraction, and future elevated- deſtination. 
0 


things which ſhall all wax old like a garment, and be changed 
as a veſture|], who have a ſure intereſt in that which cannot be 
ſhaken, but remaineth yncorruptible, undefiled, never-fading 


and immutable? Of them it is deſcriptive to look, not at the 


things which are ſeen, and are temporal; but at the things 
which are not ſeen and are eternalꝭ; and therefore, while theſe 
are ſecured to them beyond all poſhbility of - diſappointment, 


why ſhould they loſe their confidence, or be caſt down at- the . 


vieiſſitudes of this mortal ſtate? How full to nd the 
declaration of an ancient prophet? © Altho' the 


ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the 


ſtalls: yet I will N in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
iveſt the men of the world of theſe things, 


(e 


— 


his judgments: When I heard, & c. I trembled in myſelf, 


chat I might reſt in the day of trouble.” He was far from 


4 nl. Ali. 2, Ke. I Plal d. 26. $- Cor. iv, 18. 
: 1 Hab. iii. 17. 18. b | 25 Judges AVill 24. 
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of her; ſhe ſhall not be moved: God ſhall help her, and that 
right earlyt.” Amidſt the violent concuſions of the kingdoms 
0 


ſe be greatly diſmayed at the ſhaking of theſe 


g- tree ſhall 
not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines; the labour of 
the olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat; the flock * 
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deep more ſoundly in his dungeon, 
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af — rin rabzs of WArrING von Gs © 
being one of thoſe of whom it is Ci, © Let favour be ſhewed 
to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteouſneſs: in the land 
of uprightneſs will he deal unjuſtly, and will not behold the 


majeſty of the Lord?” for it was a deeply affecting ſenſe of the 
majeſty of God, in 1 which he threatened to execute, 


that produced ſuch effects upon his mind, and prepared him for 
reaping conſolation in the day of trial. Bleſſed are they that | 


mourn: for they ſhall be comforted.” * They that ſow in tears 
ſhall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with rejoicing, bring- 
ing his ſheaves with him: for © weeping may endure for a night” 
— the night of aMiCtion, which may be ſometimes very dark and 
long, © but joy cometh in the morning.” The very exerciſe of 
wanting for God, in ſuch . ſituations, affords a joyful evidence 
' of an intereſt in him, and in the promiſes of his word, while 
it cheriſhes and promotes theſe pious diſpoſitions of patience, 


- 


ſubmiſſion to the divine will, and the like. | 
| That God's people may, and often do polleſs peace, joy and 
ſerenity of ſoul, amidſt outward dangers and diſaſters, as alſowhen 


delivered from theſe, appears evident from what is recorded in 


Scripture of their experience in ſuch ſituations, did time permit us 
to particularize this. What were Joſeph's ſentiments, while his 
God deigned to converſe with him in his priſon, to raiſc him to 
honour in the ſtate, and bleſs him with many happy interviews 
th his aged father, who had ſo long given him up for loſt? Da- 
wid in a wilderneſs enjoyed as fweet communion with his God, as 
afterwards upon the throne; nor was Daniel forſaken in the 
den, nor Jeremiah in the dungeon. The three Hebrew wor- 
thies waited for God in the way of a very fiery trialz and yet 
how ſerene and dignified was their deportment, and glorious its 
iſſue! If it be fo, our God whom we ſerve, is able to deliver 
us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
thine handy-O king. Would pot Jobuy, ous Lord's harbinger, 
jan Herod upon his throne? 

Paul and Silas ſung in priſon, while their feet were made faſt in 
the ſtocks: and Peter was found faſt aileep between his two keep- 
vero, when the angel came to knock off his fetters, ſet open his 
— door, and conduct him to à place of ſafety. « Tho' he 
knew not but the following day might bring him to the ſcaffold 
or the ſtake; yet he ſeemed very little concerned about the if- 
tae, enjoying the approbation of his God, and the teſtimony 
of his own conſcience. Who would not prefer the ſituation of 
the beloved John in the deſolate iſle of Patmos, when favoured 


Ge 


ſ 


with the viſions of the Almighty, to that of his cruel perſecu- 


+ Plat, ci. 5, 6.— XX. 5. + Dan. iii. 1) 
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the earth: thy right hand is ſull of rig 
diſplayed in avenging the wrongs of the oppreſſed, and pu- 
niſhing the workers of iniquity. In the other, it is preceded 
and followed by theſe remarkable ſentences. © Confoundes 
be all they that ſerve graven images, that boaſt themſelves of 
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tor Domitian, tho' the world paid homage at his PEI] 


filled bis treaſures with their tribute? Our bleſſed Lord, the 
illuſtrious prince of ſufferers, for the joy ſet before him, en- 


dured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame. Like Lazarus, they all 
received their evil things, and waited for God 


never left, during the conflict, to forrow as without hope. 


They all rejoiced-in God, and in hope of the glory to be re- 
vealed in his ſaints; found theſe and the like exhortations no ab- 


ſurd paradox, or vain requiſition, :* Rejoice evermore; © count: 


it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations,” or trials, as the 


word imports}. * 


| f They have Saule for this, not only on their own account, 


e | od in the way of his 
judgments, before they lifted up the head in triumph; yet were 


/ 


but chiefly, becauſe the glory of God ſhall be promoted by 


ſuch events, while the diſplays of his being and perfections in 


them, prove the mean of convincing and reclaiming ſome, of 
rendering impenitent ſinners more inexcuſable, and of doing 
real ſervice to the Chuch at large. Hence we find this exer- 
ciſe enjoined, & Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of 
Judah be glad, becauſe of thy judgments}.” As the church, 
and all her children are here exhorted to rejoice with joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory, on account of the diſplays of di- 


vine power and juſtice, on her behalf, againſt her enemies; | 
ſo at the overthrow of myſtic Babylon the exhortation is re- 


peated. © Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy a- 
poſtles and prophets, for God hath avenged you on her}.” 

e are elſewhere expreſsly told that they actually rejoiced on 
this very account; and the above command or exhortation 


made this not only lawful, but a duty. Zion heard and was 


glad, and the daughters of Judah rejoiced; becauſe of thy 
Judgments, O Lord“. That judgments here do not. intend 

e divine laws and ſtatutes, in which ſenſe the term often oc- 
curs in ſcripture, appears pretty evident from the connexion of 


both paſſages. * The firſt is introduced, by theſe words, ** Ac- 


cording to thy name, O God, fo is ua I ave” unto the ends of 


eouſneſs,” or juſtice, 


idols. For thou, Lord, art high above all the earth: thou art 


exalted far above all gods.” The firſt clauſe ſhould be render-. 


ed in the future, like many others of an imprecatory nature, 
and would then run; All they that ſerve graven images ſhall 


} 1 Thefl, v. 26. + Pil. Ari. 1. + Rev, xvili 20. * Plal, 287. 85 
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being one of thoſe of whom it is ſaid, * Let favour be ſhewed 


to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteouſneſs: in the land 
of uprightneſs will he deal unj ultly, and will not behold the 
majeſty of the Lord: for it was a deeply affecting ſenſe of the 
majeſty of God, in 1 which he threatened to execute, 


= 


that produced ſuch effects upon his mind, and e him for 


reaping conſolation in the Go of trial. © Blefſed are they that 
ourn: for they ſhall be comforted.” * They that ſow in tears 
hall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
recious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with rejoicing, bring- 
ing his ſheaves with him: for“ weeping may endure for a night” 
—the oy of affliction, which may be ſometimes very dark and 
long, © but joy cometh in the morningy.” The very exerciſe of 
waiting for God, in ſuch . ſituations, affords a joyful evidence 
of an intereſt in him, and in the promiſes of his word, while 
it cheriſhes and promotes theſe pious diſpoſitions of patience, 


7 


ſubmiſſion to the divine will, and the like. 


That God's people may, and often do polſels peace, joy and 
ſerenity of foul, amidſt outwarddangersanddiſaſters, as 11 when 
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delivered from theſe, appears evident from what is recorded in 


Scripture of their experience in ſuch ſituations, did time permit us 
to particularize this. What were Joſeph's ſentiments, while his 
God deigned to converſe with him in his priſon, to raiſe him to 
honour in the ſtate, and bleſs him with many happy interviews 
with his aged father, who had ſo long given him up for loſt? Da- 
wid in a wilderneſs enjoyed as fweet communion with his God, 25 
afterwards upon the throne; nor was Daniel forſaken in the 
den, nor Jeremiah in the dungeon. The three Hebrew wor- 
thies waited for God in the way of a very fiery trial; and yet 
how ſerene and dignified was their deportment; and glorious its 
fuel! If it be ſo, our God whom we ſerve, is able to deliver 
us from the burning fiery furnace, and he. will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king.“ Would not John, our Lord's harbinger, 


2 — more ſoundly in his dungeon, than Herod upon his throne! 


Paul and Silas ſung in priſon, while their feet were made faſt in 
the ſtocks: and Peter was found faft aſleep between his two keep- 
ere, when the angel came to knock off his fetters, ſet open his 
prion door, and condutt him to place of een, ; Tho! he 
knew not but the following day might bring him to the ſcaffold 
Ur the ſtakes yet he ſeemed very little concerned about the ib 
enjoying the approbation of his God, and the teftimonſ 
of his own conſcience. Who would not prefer the ſituation o 

the beloved John in the deſolate iſle of Patmos, when favourct 


with the vifions of the Almighty, to that of his cruel perſecu- 
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illuſtrious prince of ſufferers,” for the joy fet before him, en- 
dured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame. Like Lazarus, łhey all 


judgments, before they lifted up the head in triumpk; yet were 
never left, during the conflict, to forrow as without hope. 

They all rejoiced-in God, and in 
vealed in his ſaints; found theſe and the like exhortations no ab- 
ſurd paradox, or vain requiſition, '* Rejoice evermore;“ © count 
it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations,” or trials, as the 
word imports}. | 5 : . 


hope of the glory to be re- 


tor Domitian, tho! the world paid homage at his leet, and 
filled his [treaſures with their tribute? Our bleſſrd Lord, the 


received their evil things, and waited for God in the way of his 


They have cauſe for this, not only on their own aceount, 


but chiefly, becauſe the glory of God ſhall be promoted by 
ſuch events, while the diſplays of his being and perfections in 
them, prove the mean of convincing and reclaiming ſome, of 
rendering impenitent ſinners more inexcuſable, and of doing 
real ſervice to the Chuch at large. Hence we find this exer- 
ciſe enjoined, * Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of 
Judah be glad, becauſe of thy judgments}.” As the church, 
and all her children are here exhorted to rejoice with joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory, on account of the diſplays of di- 


vine power and juſtice, on her behalf, againſt her enemies: 


ſo at the overthrow of myſtic Babylon the exhortation is re- 

peated. © Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye boly a- 

poſtles and prophets, for God hath avenged you. on hert.* 
e are elſewhere expreſsly told that they actually rejoiced on 

this very account; and the 

made this not only lawful, but a duty. Zion heard and was 

glad, and the daughters of Judah rejoiced; becauſe. of thy 


judgments, O Lord*.” That judgments here do not. intend 


the divine laws and ſtatutes, in which ſenſe the term often oc- 
curs in ſcripture, appears pretty evident from the connexion of 
both paſſages. The firſt is introduced by theſe words, Ac- 
cording to thy name, O God, fo is thy praiſe unto the ends of 
the earth: thy right hand is ſull of "ightoufitels,” or juſtice, 
diſplayed in avenging the wrongs of the oppreſſed, and pu- 
mſhing the workers of iniquity. 
and followed by theſe remarkable ſentences. 
be all they that ſerve graven images, that boaſt themſelves of 


In the other, it is preceded 
« Confounded / 


above command or exhortation 


idols. For thou, Lord, art high above all the earth: thou art 


exalted far above all gods.” The firſt clauſe ſhould be render-. 
ed in the future, like many others of an imprecatory nature, 
and would then run; . All they that ſerve graven images ſhall 


{ 1 The, v. 16. + Plal. Ar. 22, + Rev, rvili, 20. * Pla, evil. 85 
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de confounded, that boaſt themſelves of idols.“ Zion heard 


| , this, and was glad, and the daughters of Jeruſalem rejoiced; 
E * becauſe of 6s EN judgments; that is, threatened in this paſ- . 
ſage, or executed agreeably to the threatening, in the courſe of b 
holy providence. Both Heathen and Chriſtian idolaters are 10 
doubtleſs intended by thoſe © that ſerve graven images; and h 
it is expreſsly threatened that both ſhall be confounded. _ This ti 
hath been often fulfilled, in the experience of Jews and Gen- 2 
tiles, under the Old Teſtament diſpenſation; and even ſome £1 
pious princes were ſeverely chaſtiſed for forming leagues, and n 
combining in war with idolaters. That modern combinations dy 
with the worſhippers. of graven images would turn out to the 01 
mutual confuſion of thoſe that enter into them, might have ol 
| {been eaſily foreſeen by thoſe who make the word of God the Cc 
rule of their judgment: for he hath expreſsly ſaid, & All they in 
that ſerve graven images ſhall be confounded;” to whom may ac 
be added, all thoſe who combine with them, and abet their cauſe. th 
At the declaration, or execution of this threatening, the true | 

Church rejoiced; and why ſhould ſhe not; becauſe the ſuc- | 
ceſs of their counſels and efforts infers the injury or overthrow ou 
of Meſſiah's kingdom, as their defeat or confuſion inſures its tri 
advancement. 35 | „ | ed 
We are taught by our Divine Saviour to pray“ Qur Fa- tra 
ther in heaven thy kingdom come — thy will be done on earth: an. 
but to pray for ſucceſs to the ceunſels and exertions of the vo- ral 
taries of idols, in ſo far as theſe may be calculated to ſupport 1 
, the cauſe and ſyſtem, is, in effect, to reverſe the above peti- tio: 


tions; or to pray that the kingdom of darkneęſs, ſuperſtition, the 
and idolatry, —the kingdom of Antichriſt, may be eſtabliſhed doe 
in the earth. When the Church expreſſed her Joy at the judg- che 
ments of the Lord againſt ſuch, ſhe added; “ Thou, Lord, exe 
art high above all the earth; thou art exalted far above all gods 3 pin 


and, conſequently, wherein they deal proudly, he is above flat 
them. There be lords many, and gods many, Who ſhall yet abo 
die like men, and fall like one of the princes. Rulers and Vain 


magiſtrates are ſtiled gods, to point out the nature and defign of the 
their office; but if they honour and ſerve him not in that ſtati- | 
on, he will ſhew himſelf to be far above them, pour contempt and 
ypon them, and appear more terrible to aps Fins they can to feral 
the meaneſt of their vaſſals His Holineſs at Rome hath often then 
been ſtiled god, and artogated to himſelf both the titles and miri 

. -honours of Diety, oppoſing and exalting himſelf above all ©*P< 
that is called God, or that is worſhipped; ſo that he as God and! 
ſitteth in the remple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God; et 
yet the great Lord of all the earth is far above him, and will 


t Phal. bak. 2. f Job. xiii 21,—Pfal. wil. qo. „ 2 Theſ. f. 4 
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ſhew that, inſtead of being God, he is the ſon of perdition— 
that wicked or ungodly one, whom the Lord will deſtroy by the 


breath of his mouth, and aboliſh by the brightneſs of his com- 


ing. The Spirit of God N « Ye that love the Lord, 
hate evih, he preſerveth the ſouls cf his ſaints, he delivereth 
them out of the hand of the wicked;” hate every fin, but more 
eſpecially the evil of idolatry, that great tranſgreſſion, which, 
from the connexion, ſeems more immediately intended. Have 
no fellowſhip with ſuch unfruitful works of darkneſs, as you 
would hope the Lord will preſerve your ſouls, and deliver you 


out of the hand of the wicked. I conclude this particular, by 


obſerving, that the paſſage upon which I have thus a little 
commented in your hearing, is at preſent viſibly accompliſh- 
ing among the nations; and how far we are concerned in its 
accompliſhment, I leave Heaven, our own confcience, and time, 


that great expoſitor of ſcripture predictions, to determine. 


I would moreover, obſerve, That the conduct imported in 
our text bears honourable teſtimony to the truth and power of 
true religion, and ſets an example both worthy of, and calculat- 


ed to excite imitation. When perſons who poſſeſs nothing ex- 
traordinary, in point of natural powers, or acquired ' talents, 
and theſe, even of the weaker ſex, and the moſt timid natu- 


ral diſpoſitions, not a few, diſcover, in the moſt arduous and 


trying ſituations, ſuch patience,” fel{-denial, fortitude, eleva— 
tion of ſentiment, and the like, as would have done honour to 


the greateſt and moſt learned philoſopher that ever exiſted; 
does not this recommend theſe principles and views by which 
they are aCtuated, animated and ſupported? When all this is 
exemplified in the earlier periods of life, while placed on the 
pinnacle of rank and wealth, and the world preſents its moſt 
flattering proſpects, muſt we not own that this religion is from 
above, which can induce even then to mice fuch ſacrifices? In 
vain would they haye recourſe to the ſuccours of reaſon, and 
the boaſted aids of philoſophy, tho' theſe ſhould be placed in 
their full extent to view; for in the dark valley of affliction 
and death, they prove a ſpring ſhut up, a fountain ſealed, —mi- 


ſerable comforters, and phyſicians of no value. How often have 


their greateſt votaries found them to be ſuch; and yet their ad: 
wiring ſons implieity tread in the ſame ſtepsh In vain do we 
expect to gather figs of thorhs, and grapes of thiſtles. The great 
and noble cloud of witneſſes, of whom we read in the eleventh 


to the Hebrews, and wherewith we are encompaſſed, poſ- 

ſeſſed, and diſcoyered a very different ſpirit, while they confeſſ- 
ed themſelves ftrangers and pilgrims on the earth, and declared 
plainly that they ſought a better country. The Apoſtle, in his 
ſummary of their achievements, tells us, That“ thro' faith 
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they ſubdued kingdoms, wrought righteouſneſs, obtained pre- 
miſes, itopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of 
fire, eſcaped the edge of the ſword, outfof weakneſs were made 
ftrong, Waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight-the armies. of 
the aliens. Women received their dead raiſed to life again; 


:and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better reſurræction. And others had trials of 
eruel mockings, and ſeourgings; yea moreover, of bonds and 


impriſonment. They were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, 
-were tempted, were flain with the ſword: they wandered a- 
bout in theep- ſkins, and goat-ſkins, beings deſtitute, afflicted, 
tormented: of hom the world was not worthy:} they wan- 
.dered in defarts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of 
the earth.“ While theſe worthy characters, by the grievous 
anddiverkfied ſufferings which they endured, and the exemplary 
mode of their enduring them, brought glory to God, honour to 
their religious profeſſion; and an honourable teſtimony to reli» 
gion itſelf; they have alſo ſet all ſucceeding ages a pattern, high- 


Iy worthy of imitation; and, no doubt, myriads have been in- 
Auced, not only to admire, but copy the example. 


As a Chriſtian is called to wait for his God, in the way of 
nis judgments, ſo alſo in tlie way of his meſſenger death, to 
-which theſe may be a prelyde. The avenue of death is uſually 
-Ckirted, by a dark valley, wire beaſts of prey not ſeldom exert 
their power, Pain and ſickneſs are its wonted harbingers, which 
have a call to wait for God. The wiſe virgins, when the mid- 


night cry announced in their ears the near approach of the 


Bridegroom, went out to meet him with trimmed lamps; and 
Job faith, All the days of my appointed time will I wait, 
till my change com — wait tho” theſe days ſhould bs full of 
trouble. I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to 
the houſe appointed for all living“ which knowledge had a 
practical influenee on his heart and life. Death is an intereſt- 
ing event, appointed for all; and thro fears of which ma- 
ny have been ſubject to bondage. Many fins and frailties may, 
Aike the ſhadow, appear little in the meridian of life, and fit 


| g eaſy on the mind, amidſt health and outward proſperity; yet 
. , 1 oo to increaſe and magnify with our ſetting ſun. Agai 


e fears thence. ariſing, faith in Jeſus is the only effectual an- 
tidote; for there is no condemnation to them who are in him, 
who walk not after the fleſh, hut after the ſpirith. This divine 
ede inſpires the ſou}, in the immediatè view of that ſo- 
lemn event, and its ſucceeding ſcenes, | with that ſong of tn- 
umph; O Death, where is thy ſting? O Grave, where is thy 
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victory?” © Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for 
the end of that man is peace.” The religion of Jeſus, and 
that alone, properly underſtood and duly embraced, can diveſt 
death of his fatal flipg, and the grave of her dreaded victory: 
for he hath proved the plague of death, and the deſtruction of 
the grave}, by his ſufferings, and death, and by his temporary 


deſcent into the land of ſculls. Hence the apoſtle adds, 


© Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victo , thro? Jefus 
Chriſt our Lord,” His gracious preſence with a Chriſtian, is 


ſuſſicient to ſupport and comfort in the ſeaſon of adverſity, to 


fortify the. mind againſt the fears of death and futurity, and to 
make him more than a conqueror over every enemy thro? his 
love; and this preſence is to be ſought and Spe, | 
ing for God in the way of his judgments. —— _ 
I would once more here obſerye, That this exerciſe is calcu- 
lated to promote holineſs of heart and life, and the reforma- 
tion of Tome of the worſt of characters; none of the leaſt of 
theſe advantages of which it is productive. Every well regu- 
lated government will propoſe, in puniſhing crimes, only the 
reformation, not the deſtruction of "thole who offend; and ta 
deter others, for the good of ſociety. To prevent the'commiſ+ 


U 


. , T5 Wk: 5 ein Nr 
ſion of crimes, is a matter of much greater con equence than 


to puniſh them, and therefore, claims che firſt and Chief atte n- 
tion of every legiſliture; inaſmuch as it is more ere 1 
and more like the great ſource of being, and of all authority, 


of Tü under the adminiſtration of the Almighty, at 
leaſt in the preſent ſtate, we have no cauſe to ſuſpeck. When 


2 ——— „1 4 ol 3 FRB ; : I 2 , „ 14 
divine chaſtiſements produce the deſired effects, either on indi- 
viduals or communities, their end is anſwered, and they never 


iſſue in the ruin of either, as appears from the caſe o penitent 
Nineveh. It is only when tran{grefſors continue obſlinate and 
impenitent under the divine forbearance, and the means. em- 
ployed to effect their reformation, as did Pharaoh, Saul an 
others, that theſe prove the harbingers of their deſtruckion. 
God may, indeed, and often does, be 
with others; yet his ways are equal in reſpect of all, and will 
at length approve their equity to every. man's conlcience. As 
he intends the improvement of his people, by thets correction, 
and indeed, by theſe events of his providence, in which they 
are not the immediate ſufferers; and as his grace, imparted to 
them, incliges and leads to that improvement, fo his defign will 
not, cannot be fruſtrated: When a parent takes up the rod of 
; 0 TOY 30% WEE 8 7 N 1 f! HE 
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correction, does he not wiſh, that hi child may be thence in- 
duced to reſpect his authority, to 1 8 obedience to his com- 


mands, and confeſs his faults with ſorrow? and does he not 
propoſe theſe ſalutary effects by applying it? 8 


The judgments of the Lord ſometi mas in Scripture denote 


| his laws and ſtatutes, which ſome ſuppoſe is the ſenſe. in the text; 


as if the church had ſaid, Truly, O Lord, we have patiently 
waited thy time, and humbly acquiefced in thy 'mode of deli. 
verance, under all our troubles, in the diligent obſervance of 
all thy precepts and inſtitutions - This fentiment the Pſalmiſt 
expreſſes, O Lord, teach me thy judgments. My ſoul is con- 
tinually in my hand,” intimating the imminent dangers to 
which he was fo often expoſed, and the fenſe which he had of 


them; © yet do I not forget thy law+.” .. Tho? there is reaſon, 


from the connexion, to ſuppoſe, that the term here, as alſo of. 
ten elſewhere, is meant to intend afflictions and calamities, in 
which view it is taken all along in the illuſtration of the ſub- 


jectz yet the other ſenſe muſt not be excluded: for it is a cer- 


tain truth, that the faithful wait for God in the path of duty, 


| Rudying, like Zacharias and Elizabeth of old, to walk in all his 


commandments and ordinances blamelefs, even when he is a 
God that hideth eee or taketh vengeance on their inventi- 
ons. When the voiee of God is in the city, in their family or 
nation, the men of wiſdom will lay it to heart, regard and con- 
ſider his works, and the operations of his hands; ſubmitting ts 
the evil of affliction in their own cafe, and regarding it in that 
of others, as ſent by him for correction and inſtruction in righ- 
teouſneſs: for © the rod and reproof give wiſdom.” The troubles 
and trials of the preſent ſtate, tend tq wean their affections 
from the world, and to prompt them to greater diligence and 
activity in the ſervice of their God and Saviour. They alſs 
work patie nce, experience and hope in thoſe who are ſuitably 
excrcifcd by them. To ſuch the fruit of trouble is the purging 
away of fin, and in the furnace they loſe nought but the drofs. 
There is often a need be, that they ſhould be © in heavineſs thro' 
' manifold temptations, or trials: that the trial of their faith 


being much more precious than of gold that periſheth, tho' it 


be tried with fire, might be found unto praiſe, and honour, 
and glory, at the appearing'of Jeſus Chriſt.” 

The operation, of God's judgments is twofold. While they 
urify and perfect his Church, as gold is purified and refined 


* 


— 


dy the furnace; they conſume his and her enemies like fire. The 
pProphet makes them conducive to the redemption of the 


Church: © Zion fhall be redeemed with judgment, and her 


7 I + Bfal, cniz. 108, 109. Þ Pet. i. 6, 7. 
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- procuring, or meritorious cauſe of her redemption; but alſo in 175 


Zion with judgment, is preceded with a complaint of the. con- 


Church, have been the mean of diffuſing ſome knowlege of 


thers, to acknowledge the true God, and paſs edicte in favour 


. 
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converts with righteouſneſg|;” or juſtice. This was verified | 1 
not only in the fufferings of her compaſſionate Saviour, the 1 


the puniſhment of her enemies, and in the chaſtiſemenr of her 
own children. With what judgments was ſhe redeemed from 
Egyptian ſervitude, from the threatening danger in Mordecai's 
days —from the - malice and perſecution both of Ve and 
Heathens, and from the tyranny of Popery at the reformation, 
and other occaſions! And ſhe will be ſtill redeemed with judg- 
ments, when God ſhall deftroy the man of ſin with the breath 
of his mouth, and the brightneſs 6f his coming, and overturn. 
every thing in the ſyſtems of men that oppoſeth the extenſion 
of Meſſiah's reign. The judgments of Heaven {hall be farther ' 
manifeſted, when he cometh as a refiner's fire, and like fuller's 
ſoap; * but who may abide the day of his coming? and who 
ſhall ſtand when he appeareth+?” The promiſe of redeeming 


duct of their princes, and a threatening to cut off thoſe that 

were in oppoſition to his cauſe and people. Thy princes are 

rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, 

and followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherleſs, 

neither doth the cauſe of the widow come unto them. There- _ 2 
fore ſaith the Lord, the Lord of hofts, the mighty One of If- 

rael, Ah, I will caſe me of mine adyerſaries, and avenge me 2 
of mine enemies.” As a cunſequence of this, it is added in 

reſpect of Zion, or Jeruſalem, “ And I will turn my hand up- 

on thee, and purely purge away thy droſs, and take away all 

thy tin. And I will reſtore thy judges as at the firſt, and thy 
counſellors as at the beginning: afterward thou ſhalt be called, 

The city of righteouſneſs, the faithful city.” The appearan- 

ces of Jehovah, whether in behalf of his people and againſt. 

their enemies, or for the chaſtiſement and correction of the 


God among the nations, and of reaching a conviction af his + 
{uperiority over all their gods. Even kings were thus brought, 
as in the caſe of Daniel, the three Hebrew worthies, and o- 


of his people. The grandeur and degradation of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, as foretold by Daniel, in the interpretation of his 
dreams, — the deſtruction of his grand-ſon Belſhazzar, and tho 
termination of the empire of the Chaldeans in him, accoyd- 
ing to the prophet's interpretation of the hand writing that p- 
peared upon the plaiſter of the wall, amidſt his unpious feaſt; 
and the reſtoration of the Jeon to their own country, after 
e Ge fl 4 ; | 


. 1 2 + Mal he 4. 


5 n 
56 | ADVANTAGES OF WAITING FOR God 


ſeventy. years captivity, are events, which brought glory to the 
God of Iſrael, while they alſo tended to inſpire becoming ſeuti- 
ments towards him, That Cyrus ſhould iſſue a decree for 
the Jews to return to their own land, and to rebuild their city 
and temple; that he ſhould diſmiſs ſuch a number of captives, 


not only without money and without price, but ſhould ſend 


them home laden With preſents; this was the work of Jehovah, 


who only could thus turm the captivity of Zion.” Thoſe who 


waited for God in the way of his judgments, while theſe tended 
to promote his glory and ther be 
cauſe to rejoice in the iſſue. _ "iN 
The example of the true Iſrael, in waiting for God in the 
way of his judgments, or afflictive diſpenſations, is calculated 
to benefit others, arid to co-operate with theſe in exciting to a 
ſimilar conduct. It hath been often remarked, That the blood 
of the martyrs hath proved the ſeed of the Church; as their 
example unde: all their ſufferings was very much adapted to 
conquer the prejudices that were unhappily entertained againſt 
the cauſe in which they were embarked. he e elo- 
quence of a Chriſtian converſation, in circumſtances ſo trying 
and erilous, often reached conviction to the heart of chote 
who had long remained deaf and blind to all the 2 0 of 
reaſon and religion, and all the alluring charms of heavenly 
wiſdom. By means of the light of ſuch a converſation, made 
to ſhine be fore men, many have been brought to glorify their 
heavenly Father, and to acknowledge that he was with them of 
a truth, while they felt their influence as the ſalt of the earth, 
and the lights I the world. Theſe judgments, whether 
threatened in the word of truth, if the threatenings are be- 
lieved, or inſſicted in the courſe of providence, have a native 


tendency, thro the divine bleſſing, to bring over wicked men, 


in the diſpenſations of them, to wait for the Lord. Of this the 
inhabitants of Nine veh, who repented at the preaching of 
Jonah, are a ſtanding proof. While the prophet denounced 
the deſtruction of their city within forty days, as a juſt puniſh- 
ment of their heinous 2155 | | 
| Heved God, proclaimed a faſt, added earneſt and fervent ſup- 
lications to deep abaſemeHtt, without exception of rank or title, 
and that to all this they joined reformation of conduct, — turn- 
ed, as they were exhorted, from their evil way, and from the 
violence that-was in their hands. Manaſſeh, when forced to 
flee from his, capital, and was caught in the thorns, a juſt em- 


blem of adverſity, by his purſuing foes and carried in chains 


to Babylon, there humbled himſelf greatly before the Lord God 
of his fathers: whence he was exalted in due time to his former 
abulcd digvity and power, with very different views and ſenti- 


* 


ſt intereſt, would have great, 


greſſions, we are told that they be- 


n, 
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ments. Even Ahab, who ſold himſelf to commit iniquity, 
when the inſpired Meſſenger of Heaven threatened him with 
certain judgments, clothed himſelf with the uſual habit of. a 

enitent, and went foftly.  'The trials of Joſeph's brethren 
bebughit conſcience, for a time aſleep, to perform its office; 
« And they ſaid one to another, We are verily guilty concern- 
ing our brother, in that we ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul, when 
he beſought us; and. we would not hear: therefore is this diſ- 
treſs come upon usf.“ "Phe Pſalmiſt tells us, reſpecting the 
afflicted Jews, © When he flew them, then they fought him: 
and they returned, and enquited early after God. And they re- 
membered that God was their rock, and the high God their 
redeemer.” The prophet, in the context, alſo Git Lord, 
in trouble have they viſited thee, they poured out a prayer 
when thy chaſtening was upon them.” | | 
„When thy judgments are in the earth,“ ſaith our prophet, 
« the inhabitants of the world will learn righceouſneſs.” It being 
the great deſign of our heavenly Father, in ſending theſe abroad 
on the earth, to bring men to a ſenſe of their guilt, their danger, 
and theirduty, and thence to ſeek and ſerve him as their Lord and 
ortion, there is reaſon to hope that, not only his own, people, 
5 even the inhabitants of the world will learn righteouſneſs, 
While theſe judgments are laying waſte, and ſpreading terror 
in the earth, miſtakes reſpecting the' Divine government are 
reCtified, the lives of ſome reformed, and they brought to ac- 
knowledge the juſtice of God in their puniſhment, and to re- 
pent of their own conduct in offending him; and thus are re- 
claimed to the paths of truth and rectitude, which they find to 
be ways of pleaſantneſs and peace. Such is the deſign and 
happy tendency of this ſalutary but ſevere. diſcipline; and tho 
alas! many will {till continue obſtinate and une n under it, 


| yea, perhaps become more obdurate and impenitent,” revolting 


more and more; yet ſome, previouſly {trapgers ec and true 
religion, will profit, and thence be brouglit both to the know- 
ledge and practice of their duty. As it is the great object of 
affliction to teach righteouſneſs, bleſſed is the man, or the na- 
tion whom God chaſtens, and thus teaches, that he may give 
them reſt from days of ſad adverſity, till the pit is digged for 
the incorrigibly wicked. And ſtrangely ſtupid muſt thole fools 
be, who will not Ss or give up. their folly, tho' brayed as 


with a peſtle in ſuch a mortar. - S 
The memotable deſtruction of the old world by water, of 
the wicked cities of the plain by fire from heaven; the plagues 
inflicted in Egypt, the overthrow of the Egyptians in the red 
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ſea, and the delivexance' of the Iſraelites; what happened in the 
wilderneſs, and in the land of Canaan; the calamities of the 
Jes, with the deſtruction of their city and temple—their ci- 

vil and religious polity, by the Roman armies, as predicted by 

our Lord; with the various chaſtiſements they previouſly en- 

dured; in fine, the judgments inflicted upon mankind in every 
age, are adapted, as ey were indeed intended, to impreſs the | 
minds of men with a conviction of the being of a- ꝑreat firſt _ 
cauſe, of his hatred of iniquity, and the wiſdom and Fuftice of 


his moral adminiſtration, Such effects they actually produced 
on the minds of very heathens; among whom they becamo 
ſubjects of frequent obſervation. Some of the events men- f 
tioned above paved the way for the ſpread of Chriſtianity a- £ 
mong the nations, when it came to be promulgated by the ! 
apoſtles, md a | * REP » 
Jonah's puniſhment, and the dreadful tempeſt that made it = 
neceſlary, excited an awe of the true God—the God of Ifrael, t 
in the minds of the mariners that ſailed with him; as appears V 
from the hiſtory of that event. If the account of this, and f 
the miraculous mode of his preſervation and deliverance, reach- : 
ed Nineveh, it might have had a powerful effect in prediſpoſ- tl 
ing the inhabitants to give his awful meflige à favourable re- P 
} Cception. Bad as the world is, it would be doubtleſs, much W 
worſe, were it not for the judgments wherewith individuals and A 
communities have been viſited, in the courſe of divine provi- th 
dence; which manifeſts both wiſdom and goodneſs, as well as Pr 
juſtice in thoſe diſpenſations. They muſt be far gone indeed, an 
if not beyond recovery, who remain unreclaimed from their Pe 
evil ways, amidſt the light of divine truth, and under the cor- m. 


rections of Jehovah's rod. Both the one and the other produce fat 
the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs in thoſe that properly un- Ik 
derſtand, and are duly exerciſed by them. When a perſon, Ie 


or a-people c fiti.ue- ſecure, impenitent, or rebellious, in ſuch rer 
ſituations, inattentive to the bgns of the times, and wedded nig 
to their luſts and evi courſes, there is no ſmall reaſon to fear af 


that they are given up of God, and that he means to make a 
them awful examples of his juſtice and ſeyerity. He never 
leaves a people to remain ſo infatuated, till he is provoked by der 
cheir conduct to determine their deſtructio n. 


While an unbelieving world acts a part o unreaſonable in it- I 2! 
ſelf, and ſo fatal in its conſequences, real Chriſtians will wan t 
for God in the way of his Judgments, and regard theſe” as 2 aki 
relude to, and certain earneſt and pledge of that future ſolemn rigl 
judgment, where the ſons of men ſhall receive, without re- 
ſpect of perſons, according to the deeds done in the body, x l 
whether good or bad. They wait for him, in the proſpect ct 


* ö | yu 


the latter, as well as in the way of the former; whence an a- 


der trouble and diſtreſs, to attend to the Lord's chaſtening hand, 


— 
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poſtle repreſents them as expecting that ſolemn event: Chriſt 
was once offered to bear the ſins ot many; and unto them that 
look for him ſhall he appear the fecond time, without fin,” or | 
a fin offering, * unto falvation.” © Looking for that 

bleſſed hope, - and the plorious appearipg of the great God, 

and,” or even, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſtg. _ 


Thus have I pointed out ſome' of the advantages which pro- 
ceed from the exerciſe ſpecified in the text, in doing which, 
ſome of the important ends, ſerved by the divine judgments, - 5 
have been like wiſe occaſionally noticed. I would conclude, this g 
diſcourſe with qnly tendering a few thoughts to you that now 
hear me, reſpecting your concern in theſe trials and afflictions 
wherewith God may be pleaſed to viſit and exerciſe us as indi- 
viduals; reſerving a more general improvement of the ſubject, 
till our attention hath been directed to the judgments, in the 
way of which we are called, as profeſſing Chriſtians, to wait 
for God in the preſent gloomy and eventful day. 
Man, ſays Job, is of few days, and full of trouble;“ and 
the followers of our Lord are warned by himſelf and his a- 
poſtles, In the world ye ſhall have tribulation“ “ and that 
we mult thro' much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” 
Afflictions are no leſs the wages, the juſt puniſhment of fin, 
than death; and call upon us to receive them as ſuch, and im- 
prove them to the purpoſes for which they are ſent, Few, if 
any preſent, but have had their ſhare in thefe, either in their own 
perſon, or thoſe of their relatives and connections. Permit 
me then to aſk, Have you received and improved theſe diſpen- 
ſations aright? While thus viſited, have we been exerciſed, * 
Ike the Church, waiting for the Lord in the way of his judg- 
ments; having the deſire of our foul to his name, and to the 
remembrance of him; and with our ſoul defiring him in the 
night, and with our fpirit within us ſeeking him early ?—Hath 
affliction excited a ſerious concern to learn the procuring cauſe? 
—Have we received it as a fatherly correction, kindly intend. 3 
ed for our benefit and improvement? — Have we been led, un- 


acknowledging his interpoſition, the juſtice and wifdom of his ; 
procedure, and waiting for deliverance in his own time and 
way? — Has it been our fixed concern, and earneft endeavour, 
to be found ſuitably exerciſed under the Lord's hand,—and - 
taking refuge under the covert of our Redeemer's blood and 
righteouſneſs, as the only ſecurity from the penal effects of pre- 
{cnt troubles, and from the wrath to come, to which they lead, 
I not duly tmproved ? Theſe things were conſidered as import - 
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ed in the exerciſe of the Church in the text, and-if they have. 


made no part of ours, under the afflicting hand of Heaven, 
we muſt be ſtrangers to the benefits and advantages that reſult 


from ſuch exercile. We difcover no true wiſdom under our 


aſſlictions, nor can enjoy tokens of the divine love and favour. 
Can theſe trials work together for our good, promote our holi- 
neſs and happineſs, and be attended with Peace and joy in be- 
lieving, while we decline a duty ſo important and reaſonable in 
itſelf, and ſo beneficial in its fruits and conſequences? 1 
While ſuch is the conduct of many, that they may be ſaid 
to deſpiſe the chaſtening of the Lord, there are fill fome,— 


O that there were many! poſſeſſed of wiſdom. to hear his 
voice, and diſcern his hand when lifted up in juſt and ſalutary 


chaſtiſements. Such would I exhort to bleſs God for that 
ace which hath enabled them to wait for him in ſituations, 


- wherein others have been left to act a very different part. For- 


get not, Brethren, who and what hath made your conduct fo 
materially to diffar, and that you have nothing but what you 


precious fruits. Bleſs your divine Lord and Saviour, who hath 
purchaſed all neceſſary grace for you, lives in heaven to be- 
itowiit, and there pleads you may be kept from the evils that 


are in the world, and ſanctified by the word of truth, and the 


rod of correction; while his guiding eye is upon you, and his 


mighty arm is ever ready to be ſtretched out for your ſupport, 


| haye-received,' and can do nothing truly good, but as you art 
aſſiſted from abꝭ ve Give God the glory, while you reap the 


protection, and deliverance. Forget not alſo to adore and bleſs 


the Holy Spirit of all grace, who as your Comforter in all your 
tribulations, cauſeth your conſolations to abound by Chrift; 


and as your Advocate and Sanctifier, enables you to make your 
. Caſe and requeſts known to God, and to deriye real improve- 


ment from affliction. In every fituation, be ſtedfaſt and im- 


moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, in as 
much as ye know that your labour ſhall not be in vain in the 


Lord, who will prove your refuge, ſtrength, and very preſent 
help in trouble. „„ | | | 


As you mult lay your account with meeting new trials, from 
different quarters, while you inhabit mortal bodies, and reſide 


in this vale of tears, be iptreated ſtill to truſt in the Lord, and 


in che word of his grace. If at preſent exerciſed with any, 
take the courſe of the Church - wait for God while ſo viſited 
expect deliverance from him alone, wholly reſigned in reſpect 


to the time and manner of granting it. Seek preſent peace 


and comfort, and ncedful relief in due time, with glory, ho- 


— 


nour and immortality hereafter, only for Meſſiah's ſake, and 


by a patient continuance in well-doing. Thus ſhall you be hid 


in the day of evil, when many ſorrows ſhall, be to the wicked, 
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and ſoon brought to that ſtate, where neither ſin nor ſorrow, 
pain, nor death ſhall be once felt or dreaded. Thoſe who die 5 
in the Lord, are bleſſed with immediate reſt from their la- 1 
bours, and an abundant entrance into their Maſter's kingdom 
and joys. In his bliſsful manſions there is light without dark- 
neſs, perfection in holineſs without any remains of  infirmity, 0 
happineſs without the leaſt mixture of miſery; and life never | 
1 embittered by ſorrow, difappointment or diſeaſe, nor cloſed by 

death. God himſelf. is their everlaſting light, their crown of 
I glory, and diadem of beauty; 'and the days of his people's 
- mourning ſhall be ended. In our Father's houſe and kingdom, 
$ peace, love, and tranquility have their perpetual reſidence; for 
q around his throne is a rainbow, in fight like an emerald, as the 
t emblem and pledge of theſe bleſſings; fo unlike the thrones 
35 of earth, ſo often ſtained with the blood of ſubjects as well as 
— foes. Let the proſpect of ſuch felicity, ſecured beyond the 


0 reach of aceident or enemies, and unimpaired by lapſe of time, 
u ſupport under preſent trials, and reconcile the mind to them. 
©. Perſevere in waiting on and for God in the duties of piety 
1e and devotion, — public, private, andſſecret; in obedience to his 
th precepts, and due regard to the events of his providence; 
e- waiting for him in the courſe even of thoſe that · are for the pre- 
at ſent not joyous but grievous. Thus may you hope for the ae- 
he compliſhment of theſe, and the like precious promiſes, for the 
Is ſake of your great Lord and ſurety, in and by whom they are 
ty ratified and confirmed. © He giveth power to the faint; and 
ſs. to them that have no might, he increaſeth ſtrength. Even the 


youth ſhall faint and be weary, and the young men {hall utterly 
fail; But they that wait upon the Lord hall renew their. 
firengths; they ſhall mount up with wings as eagles: they ſhall 
run and not be weary; and they ſhall walk and not faintt.” 
With regard to thoſe who are yet ſtrangers · to the exerciſe 
ſpecified in the text, who have never waited on God aright in 
the means of grace, nor for him in the afflitive events of his 
providence, what ground vf comfort and ſecurity can ſuch have, 
under perſonal affliction, or amidſt outward calamities? Happy, 
could we indulge the pleaſinghope, that there are none ſuch now 
preſent, that we all wait for God, like the prophet, and the 
faithful in his day. It is to be feared however, that the matter 
is far otherwiſe with many of us. — Bear with me, my friends 
and fellow men, while I tender you a few admonitions, which 
I pray Heaven may not be in vain in the Lord. No preſent 
enjoyment can ſecure from trouble or death; and theſe, withe 


out the gracious preſence of _ will prove like the pillar of 
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cloud to the Egyptians, thro' which Gotl looked upon them, 
while paſling thro the red fea, and greatly troubled their hoſt. 
* With your preſent temper, I ſpeak to you who are not yet re- 
newed by divine grace, you are unfit to reliſh the pleaſures of 
true religion, either in health or ſickneſs, or to improve either 
aright. How can you be prepared to meet God, in the ad- 
verſe events of his providence—in the dark valley, not of the 
Thadow, but of the ſubitance of death, to you a king of ter- 
rors, and at his enlightened and ſolemn tribunal; while you, re- 


fuſe now to meet with him as a reconciled God and Father in 


Chriſt Jefas, and neglect to wait for him in the way of preſent 
chaſtiſements ? e e 

You are in a moſt perilous ſituation, nought betwixt you and 
theſe ſolemn events but the breath in your noſtrils—that ſlen- 
der thread which may be cut aſunder in a moment, ſhould di- 
vine patience once ceaſe to ſpare, and ſtern juſtice receive a 
Charge to cut you down as cumberers of the ground. You may 
now decline the pious exerciſe in our text, and undervalue the 
precious advantages of which it is productive; but can you 
ward off the ſtroke of death, fit the ſummons, to appear in 
judgment, or appeal from, or ward off the execution of the 
final ſentence? There your talents and conduct ſhall be weighed 


in an <qual balance, and you will doubtleſs reap as you now ſow. 
"Unleſs you take ſhelter under the covert of Meſſiah's blood and 


righteoufneſs, —and are found in him, the great antitype of 
Noah's ark, his ſecond appearance will confound you, and the 
deluge of wrath and fiery indignation, to be then poured from 
the full vials of his wrath, ſhall overwhelm you. n you bear 
the thought of being adjudged, by the compaſſionate Jeſus, be- 
come the lion of the tribe of Judah to you, to all the horrors 
of the ſecond death—to Tophet ordained of old as a place of 
torment for the king, the prince of darkneſs and his combined 
legions?— Then ſhali thoſe who now pierce. him, by rejecting 
His grace, reſiſting his authority, and neglecting, or abuſing his 
inſtitutions, under profeſſion of leve and ſubjection to him, 
weep and wail becauſe of him. : | 
Is it a light matter to bear the gnawings of the worm that 
ſhall never die, and the torture of the fire which ſhall not be 
quenched;—the remorſe of a guilty conſcience, aggravated by 
keen deſpair, and the operation of divine wrath, fierce and pe- 
netrating as fire, to co-operate with that remorſe ? Who can 
deſcribe the nature and extent of the ſecond death? How dole- 
ful their dungeon, where divine mercy is quite gone, and the 
| God of grace and peace ſhall ceaſe to be favourable—where the 
anchor of hope is broken, and reflection on the paſt, and the 
anticipation of the future, will be equally intolerable? Such, 


however, are the preſent proſpects af thoſe, who, now refuſe 
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when called by the word and providence of God, to wait for 
him, in the way of his judgments. Dying in their preſent 
ſtate, they ſhall undergo an eternal judgment; be puniſhed 


with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, and 


from the glory of his power, when he ſhall be revealed from 
heaven in flaming fire, with his mighty angels, to take venge» 


ance on them that know not God, and obey not the goſpel. 


Theſe things duly conſidered, and firmly believed, how cor- 
dially welcome would fuch meſſages from Heaven 


« Unto you, O men, I call, and my voice is to the ſons of en. 


—Hearken to me, ye ſtout hearted, that are far from righte- 
ouſneſs: behold, I bring my righteouſneſs near to you, and my 
ſalvation ſhall not tarry—It any man thirſt, let him come unto 
me, and drink—Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 


waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money, and without 


rice. Wherefore do ye ſpend money, for that which is not 
ad! and your labour for that which ſatisfieth not? hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your 
ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear, and come unto 


me; hear, and your ſoul ſhall live; and I will make an e- 
verlaſting covenant with you, even the ſure mercies of David 


—Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you reſt” | ed 
| Never did the dew of Heaven, in time of drought, prove 


more refreſhing and beneficial to the parched fields, than theſe 


and the like friendly counſels of our compaſſionate Lord, would 
prove to a broken and contrite heart, WW 

in its- guilt, power and malignity, would ſuch good tiding be 
announced in our ears in vain? Did ihe refreſhing influences 
of divine grace deſcend, in ſoft filence from above, to accom- 
pany the adminiſtration of the word of truth, commanding 
the bleſſing, even life for evermore, how delightful and profi- 
table would our attendance upon God in his ſanctuary prove! 


I would only add, let ſuch of you as fear the Lord, acknowledge 
him in all your 'ways, and wait on and for him in his ways, 


and you will find them to be pleaſantneſs and peace. May he 
grant us all, for this important purpoſe, grace and underitande 


ing in all things! 
| H 2a: 
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SERMON III. 


YJUDGMENTS IN THE WAY OF WHICH, WE 
ARE CALLED TO WAIT FOR GOD. 


> ISAIAH XXVI. 3. 


Tra, in THE WAY or THY JUDGMENTS, O Lonp, HAvE we | 


WAITED FOR THER. 


IHE Judgments of Heaven, like the pillar of cloud and 

fire of old, have a bright and a dark fide—preſent light 

and comfort, from amidſt the horrid gloom, to the faith of the 
true Iſrael; but darkneſs and terror to every Egyptian, — every 
man of the world, who is fighting againſt God, in his word 
and providence, and attempting to ſuppreſs his cauſe and people 
jn the world. It is kind and merciful in the ſupreme Ruler, 
and univerſal Parent, to correct his ſtraying offspring and ſub- 

jects, in order to reclAm them ; and diſconcert ſuch ſchemes as 

"they may adopt or purſue, without due regard to his glory, 
ſhould they at any time act ſo far out of character. . Succeſs 

in meaſures diſapproved of Heaven is, in effect, the very worſt 

of judgments: * the proſperity of fools, or inconſiderate, ob- 


ſtinate ſinners, deſtroys them. This tends to foſter pride and 
ſelf-confidence, and ſo forebodes, and indeed paves the way 


to ruin: for as before honour, is humility; ſo pride goeth be- 

fore deſttuction, and a haughty ſpirit before a fall. 
* The primary end, and benign tendency of the adverſe events 
of Providence is, to teach righteouſneſs, and reclaim ſinners 
from the evil and error of their ways, that their ruin may be 
happily prevented. But ſhould they provoke God, by deſpiſing 
his chaſtening, and refuſing to be corrected, to abandon them 
to their own heart's luſts, and leave them to ſucceed in ways 
of their own deviſing; muſt they not walk on blindly in their 
own counſels, whence it is eaſy to foreſee the conſequence. 
Hence it hath paſſed into a proverb, Whom God means to 
deſtroy, he infatuates. Thoſe that have him on their ſide, need 
not mind who oppoſe them; but who or what can compenſate 
the loſs of his countenance and favour ? 
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The word and providence of God furniſh certain figns, 


' whence we may infer and anticipate, without pretending to a 


ſpirit of prophecy, the time or ſeaſon of his appearing, to plead 
his own cauſe, and vindicate the claims of his juſtice, againft a 
wicked and rebellious people. This the Pſalmiſt ſeems to have 
in view, when he faith, „It is time for thee,, Lord, to work: 
for they heve made void thy law.“ The divine law is made 
void, in the ſenſe of this paſſage," by thoſe who deny its au- 


thority, or obligation; and by ſuch as render ib of none effect, 


as an unalterable rule of righteouſneſs, thro? their vain traditions 
and inventions in religion, or wicked lives. When a deluge of fin 
and impiety enters, and overwhelms a land, it is time for the 


Lord to work; the great Lawgiver and Judge, agreeable to his 


uſual procedure, will ſoon exert his power, vindicate his au- 
thority, and avenge the wrongs of the injured- and: oppreſſed; 


thus ſhewing himſelf a Father to the fatherleſs, a huſband to 


the widow, the ſtranger's ſhield, and the orphan's ſlay, in the 
holy habitation of his providence. - With communities and in- 
dividuals, there is a certain meaſure of iniquity, which once 
filled up, the deſtroying angel receives commiſſion, as of oldf, 
not to ſpare, neither to have pity, but to recompenſe their way 
upon their head. How ought nations, and the individuals who 
compoſe them, to fear, leſt the next wrong ſtep they take, the 
next ciminal courſe they adopt, ſhould fill up this meaſure, 
and ſeal their awful doom! 'I hat the time for God fo to work 
in our native land is, alas! come, becauſe his law is there made 
void, in all the ſenſes above given, too many circumſtances 
concur to evince. e i 

Having, in the proceding diſcourſes, attempted to unfold the 
import of the exerciſe ſpecified in the text, and pointed out 
ſome advantages which accrue from it, and ſhould recommend 
it to our regard and obſervance, -I now proceed, as propoſed, 
in the Third place, | ; 

To direct your attention to ſome of ' theſe judgments, in 
the way of which we are called #0 wait for the Lord, in the 
preſent gloomy and eventful day. What particular judgments, 
the prophet had in his eye in the text, is not fo evident, nor is 
this to us ſo very material. Often were the Jews expoſed to 


various calamities, as a juſt puniſhment for their ſins, particu- 
larly for their idolatry, from the time they were delivered 


from Egypt, till the carrying away of them unto Babylon; yet, 
alas! they proved, in general, ſuch, fools —ſuch obſtinate ſin- 
ners, that tho frequently brayed as in a mortar with a peſtle, 
yet their folly cleave {till to them; till wrath came upon them 
to the uttermoſt, in the deſtruction of their city and temple 
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their civil and religious polity by the Roman armies, ſent forth 
to execute the vengeance foretold and threatened in the word 
of truth. To this day they are awful monuments of that ven- 
geance, the blood of the oa of God, which they impiouſly 
imprecated upon themſelves, and their children, ſtill pleading 
,2gainſt them. Their difperſion over the face of the earth, and 
degraded character among the nations, the name of Judas and 
of Jew being mentioned only with deteſtation, addreſſes a mo- 
nitory language to every people profeſſing Chriſtianity, among 
whom ſymptoms of defection from God, and rebellion e 
him are to be found. It highly concerns us therefore, to bring 
the ſubject home to ourſelves, and enquire by what judgments 
God is, in the preſent day animadverting on our own fins: for 
many are content to hear of if judgments which he inflicted 
upon the Jews, and other ancfent nations, and of the fins that 
might have procured theſe, but cannot endure to have their at- 
tention directed to thoſe wherewith we ourſelves either are, or 
may be viſited. They ſeem to think that this forms no part of 
2 a miniſter's duty, that he ſteps entirely out of his proper ſphere, 
when he touches upon fuch topics. Herein they are quite miſ- 
taken. When God utters his voice as in thunder, and de- 
mands the attention of the ſons of men, ſummons them, as 
with an audible voice, to prepare to meet him in the holy habi- 
tation of his providence, that grand emporium in which he 
meets with all nations, can his ſervants keep ſilent at ſuch a 
time, and yet be guiltleſs? The Moſt High over all the earth 
iſſues his awful ſummons to all ranks and deſcriptions of men, 
to kings, rulers and nobles, as well as to peafants and beg- 
gars, nay, to them more eſpecially who occupy ſtations of truſt, 
rank and influence. That haughty tyrant Pharaoh, he ſum- 
moned ten times within his own dominions, by his' ſervant 
Moſes, and the judgments which he inflicted; and becauſe he 
refuſed to hear his voice, and obey his ſummons, he gaye him 
| and his formidable hoſt to a premature and watery grave, hav- 
ing previouſly left viſible marks of his vengeance all over his 
kingdom. When God's hand takes hold of yengeance, his 
enemies, be they high or low, muſt bow before him, yea, 
lick the very duſt; for who would ſet briers and thorns before 
him in battle? he would go through them, and conſume them 
altogether. None ſhall lend a deaf ear to his word and re- 
proofs with impunity; and he will be juſtified when he ſpeaketh, 
and clear when he judgeth. May the Lord enable his ſervants 


4 to ſee his hand when lifted up, and to be faithful and ſucceſsful ; 
in directing others to it, when called to this important duty, 4 
that they may not be mutually made to feel its awful preſſure! 

In directing your attention to ſome of theſe judgments 1 


where with the Lord is viſiting us, we mult conſider that they 4 


. 
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are twofold—Spiritual judgments, or ſuch as more immediate- 


ly affect the inner man, and the ſtate of religion among us; 

and Temporal, or ſuch as affect us as members of civil ſociety. 
It is not my rere purpoſe to ſpeak of thoſe afflictions wi 

which we may be viſited as families and imdividuals, tho' in 


the way of theſe we are alſo called to wait for God: for the 


judgments alluded to. in the text ſeem not to have been of a 
private nature, but ſuch as claimed and engaged the attention 
and improvement of the whole church of Iſrael. Some of 
theſe ſpiritual judgments, which are inflicted upon our nation, 
claim our attention in the firſt place; becauſe, tho' not ſo ſen- 


ſibly felt, even by the beſt, nor ſo generally adverted to, they 


are doubtleſs more ſerious in their nature and 2 
and, of courſe, more to be dreaded than thoſe which more 


immediately affect our bodies and out ward eſtate. It is like- 
wiſe proper here to remark, that there are certain things which 


fall under the claſs of fins, or judgments, according to the light in 


which they are viewed. The prevalence of dangerous errors, 


while they. conſticute the ſin of thoſe who embrace and propagate 
them, muſt alſo be regarded as their puniſhment, and a judgment 
on any land where they abound. In the parable of the ſower, heis 
{tiled an enemy, who ſowed tares in the field among the wheat, 


_ while the ſervants wereafleep. As truth proceeds from the Father 


of lights, in whom is no darkneſs at all; ſo error is the image 
and offspring of the wicked one, and, like its author, ſeeks to 
hide its deformed aſpect under ſhade and ſubterfuge, even 


when it would aſſume the ſpecious garb of truth. Satan's ob- 
ject in ſowing theſe tares,—in diſſeminating errors, is obvious. 


Hereby he obſtructs the growth of the precious wheat; and 


injures the intereſt of the owner of the field, and the health of 


thoſe who happen to take them into the ſtomach; or obſtructs 
and counteraQts the progreſs of truth, and oppoſes the glory 
of God, and the happineſs of men. It was among wheat in 


the cultivated field that the enemy ſowed his tares; and errors, 


that ſeed of the wicked one, theſe tinſelled wares of hell, are 
never more dangerous and deceiving than when ſown in the 


Church, and artfully. blended with the ſeed of the word. The 


fad conſequence of defeQtion in principle, is corruption in 
practice. When the fool ſaid in his heart, * There is no God; 


it is added, They are corrupt, they have done abominable 


works, there is none that doeth good.” No leproſy was deem- 
ed ſo dangerous as that which affected the head. Errors, theſe 
tares of. the field, are no plant of our heavenly Father's plant- 
ing; and tho' they may be induſtriouſly, and under covert of 
darkneſs, ſown in his vineyard, by the enemies of God and 
truth; yet ſhall they be rooted up, and find their final abode 
with their infernal author, 5 ES 
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Some would perſuade us, that it is a matter of little moment 
what a man believes in religion, provided his conduct corref. 
pond to the dictates of reaſon, and the eternal fitneſs of things, 
as they chuſe to expreſs it. According to them a man may be 
as acceptable to Deity with one ſet of principles as another, ſo 
be he is only fincere; and this faſhionable and unbounded cha- 
- rity, is extolled as refinement and liberality of ſentiment. We 

muſt however aſſert, that this is inconſiſtent with the nature of 
God, and contrary to the common fenſe of mankind. When 
an honeſt man accoſts us, in a matter that he deems effential to 
his own honour and our ſafety, will he be indifferent whether 


we underſtand what he would communicate, or.quite miſtake, 


and miſrepreſent his ſenſe? Apply this to God. Suppoſe he 
has revealed certain truths, which he, in his infinite wiſdom, 
hath ſeen calculated to promote his glory, and our holineſs, and 
felicity, can it be a matter of indifference to him whether we 
receive them in the ſenſe he intends, or in that which our own 
erring, or prejudiſed minds may affix? Beſides, to ſuppoſe 
error, which is ever the opoſite and enemy of truth, can, promote 
his glory and our holineſs and happineſs, would be to tax the di- 
vine wiſdom and goodneſs, and to deny the connection betwixt 
cauſe and effect. God intending his own glory, and the felicity 
of his people, muſt be allowed to have fixed on the fitteſt means 
to accompliſh theſe ends: but, thoſe who mantain that theſe ends 
may be equally well anſwered by doctrines quite the reverſe of 
thoſe revealed, ſet up their own wiſdom in oppaſition to their 
Maker's, and would in effect teach him, that error and truth, tho 
intrinſically different, yea, oppoſite in their nature, are yet the ſame 
in theirmoral tendency and influence. Theſe are indeed ſo oppo- 
ſite as light and darkneſs the kingdom of Satan, and the king- 
dem of God: for truth and righteouſneſs form the ſceptre and 
pillars of the latter, while the former hath error for its baſis, 
conſtitution, and bulwarks. ; | 

It was when the ſervants were aſleep that the enemy ſowed 
tares in the field; and no ſeaſon more favourable for the enemy 
of ſouls, in which te difſeminate the ſeeds of error in the 
Church, than when Chriſtians and miniſters are ſecure, remiſs, 
and off their guard; and he is too ſagacious not to avail himſelf 
of the opportunity. An apoſtle thought it? needful for him 
to write, and exhort, that we ſhould earneſtly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered to the ſaints:? and another adds, 
4 Be ready always to give an antwer to every man that aſketh 
you a reaſon of the hope that is in you, with meekneſs and 
fear; but how few Chriſtians of the preſent day act up to the 
ſpirit of theie exhortations ? The truth or falſehood of any 
_ doctrine may be juſtly argued, and inferred from its moral 
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tendency. T | t doctrine, ſays a certain ious author t, which ; 
is calculated to! umble the ſinner, exalt t e Saviour, and pro- | 


mote holineſs, is of God; and if ſo, may we not infer, that 


tie oppoſite is of that evil ſpirit, who was a liar from the begin- 
ning, and abode not in the truth? The great Lord of the vine- 


yard permits the enemy to ſow tares, while the ſervants are a- 
ſleep, to puniſh thoſe, who are too proud of their reaſon and 
underſtanding, to receive the truth of the Goſpel, in its native. 
purity and ſimplicity, by leaving them to fail into the artful 


ſnare, or. who retain the knowledge of it in unrigfiteoufneſs 3 
and alſo for the chaſtiſement and trial of his own people, that 


they who are approved may be made manifeſt. The Spirit of 


God afhxes a brand of infamy on every teacher of error; The 


prophat that teacheth lies, he is the tailt.” If errors then of va- 
rious kinds, and many of them of a very dangerous nature, 
affecting the moſt important articles of natural and revealed re- 
ligion, abound in theſe lands, notwithſtanding our uncommon 
advantages; and if theſe are induftriouſly propagated by ſome, 


who, perhaps, profeſſed, and folemnly vowed to mantain che 


contrary, and as eagerly received by others; muſt we not own, 
that this is a ſerious judgment from the Lord, if not an har- 
binger of the removal of the goſpel candleſtick, at the fame 
time it enhances our national guilt, and the extreme danger of 
individuals? Too many circumſtances concur, beſides what 
may be collected from the pulpit and the preſs, in aſcertaining 
the melanchoiy truth. A flood of error hath overſpread the 
land, and is carrying myriads before ir, of all ranks and pro- 
feſſions, eſpecially of the young and unwary; while the means 
of religious inſtruction are neglected or deſpiſed. O that when 
the enemy comes thus in, like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
would lift up a ſtandard! | £44 


The ſuſpenſion of the ſacred influences of the Holy Spirit, 
fo ish neceſſary to the ſucceſs of the goſpel, and the ſal- 
vation of men, ſhould doubtleſs be regarded as a judgment, 
much to be lamented and deprecated wherever it prevails. That 


theſe are really neceſſary to ſanctify both the proſperous and ad- | 


rerſe events of providence, and to render the oracles of truth, 
the power, as they are the wiſdom of God for ſalvation-an effec- 
tual mean of convincing and converting ſinners, and of build- 
ing them up in faith and holineſs to eternal life, we all profeſs 
to believe, and, I truſt, many of us experimentally feel. The goſ- 
pel itſelf is ſtiled “ the miniſtration of the Spirit,” and it is 
only when he awakes as the * wind, comes as the ſouth, 
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and blows upon his garden, that the ſpices of it ſhill flow out; 
the ends of its adminiſtration be anſwered. This appears evi- 
dent from the hiſtory of our Lord's public miniſtry, that teach- 
er ſent from God, Tho' he ſpake as never man ſpake---ſpake 


as one having authority, and not as the ſcribes, confirming | 


ſame time his doctrines by the moſt extraordinary and benefi- 
cent miracles; yet few ſeem to have been converted by his per- 
ſonal miniſtry z the number of profeffed diſciples, aſſembled at 
the election of one to fill the place of the traitor Judas, being 
no more than one huudred and twenty. The reaſon is aſſigned, 
“ the Spirit was not yet given, becauſe Jeſus was not yet 
glorified;“ that is, not given in ſuch copious influences, as after 

fis exaltation to heaven. One ſermon of the apoſtle Peter was 
the mean of converting three thouſand, who became the bright 
ornaments'of that faith which they once vilified and oppoſed. 
Let the advocates of reaſon, who would explode the neceſſity 
of Divine, or ſupernatural influences, to the ſucceſs of the goſ- 
pel, account for the very different ſucceſs of our Lord, and his 


apoſtles, upon their principles. Surely he was as great a maſ-. 
ter of reaſon as the beſt of them, and not inferior in the pow- 


ers of elocution, or fervency of addreſs to any of his apoſtles, 
or of the modern apoſtles of a Prieſtly or any of his coadju- 
tors; and yet he found cauſe to adopt the complaint of the 
prophet, * Who hath believed our report, and to whom is the 


arm of the Lord revealed?” The arm of the Lord is his power, 


which is exerted by the agency of his Spiritz agreeable to which 
it is promiſed to Meſſiah by 
willing in the day of thy power.” a | 
Tho' the goſpel ſhould be continued with a people, yet, if 
God is provoked to fav, They are joined to their idols, let them 
alone, my Spirit ſhall no more ſtrive with them, how ſerious, 
yea, fatal the conſequence | They that are unholy, will then 
remain unholy ſtill, and they that are filthy, filthy ſtill; —ini- 
quity will abound, and the love of many wax cold. That this 
judgment 1s at preſent 8 in theſe lands, at leaſt, in ſuch 
a meaſure as claims our waiting ſpeedily for God for its removal, 
too many circumſtances concur to aſcertain. 'Tho' we ſtill en- 
joy many religious advantages, have the word of eternal life in 
our private dwellings, and acceſs to attend its public adminiſtra- 
tion; yet how few are viſibly converted thereby from their evil 


ways? and have not real Chriſtians cauſe to lament, that they 


are, in a great degree, ſtrangers to theſe divine attainments, 
, whereof we have both read and heard? How few are pricked 
in their hearts under the word, and made to cry out, What 
ſhall we do to be ſaved?” how ſhall we eſcape the wrath to 
come, and inherit a bleſſing, every life for evermore? Both 
Miniſters and Chriſtians experience little in our day of divine 
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power accompanying the goſpel, and rendering it the power and 


wiſdom of God for falvation—quick and powerful, ſharper 
than any two-edged ſword, a diſcerner of the thoughts and 


intents of the heart. In a ſpiritual ſenſe, our heaven is made 


braſs, and our earth iron; the former refuſing the dew, an 


the early and latter rain of divine grace, and the latter its increaſe,” 
thus cauſing a famine worſethan that of bread and water. If theſe 
are with-held, how can the pools of goſpel ordinances be fill- 
ed with the waters of the ſanctuary; —the ſtreams of the pure 
river of the water of life, that proceedeth ſrom the throne of 
God and the Lamb, make glad the city of our God; or the 
flock of his paſture be led beſide the ſtill waters? The word and 
ordinances of the goſpel, through the unmerited favour of 
Heaven, are ſtill continued in many corners of our land, and 
with diſſerent denominations of Chriſtians; but, alas! how 
little reliſh have many for theſe—how much are they underva- 
lued! They are ready to ſay, like the Jews of old, of the 
bread of life, and the ſincere milk of the word, „Our ſouls 
loath this light bread“ “ rheſe are hard. ſayings, who can bear 
them?“ for © the full ſoul loathes the hony comb; while to 
the hungry ſoul even every bitter thing is ſweet.” Many ſeem, 
in effect, to ſay, What a wearinels is it to ſerve the Lord? when 
will the Sabbath be over, that we may apply to our ſecular con- 
cerns, or purſue our amuſements, and darling pleaſures? Tho” 
we are not yet viſited with ſhut ſanctuaries and filent Sabbaths, 
which claims our gratitude, and demands our improvement; 
yet how many filence the one, and ſhut the other to them 


telves? while to all, the Lord ſcems as a way-faring man that 


turneth aſide, and tarrieth only for a night? 

Our fins, and — of privileges purchaſed with blood 
divine, have provoked the King of Zion, to withdraw, in a 
threatening meaſure, his life, light, and joy-giving preſence - 
and no wonder the word ſhoutd prove thence a dead letter, and 
its ordinances but as wells without water, and clouds without 
rain, diſappointing our raiſed hopes and expectations. The 
time was, even in theſe lands, and ſome living did witneſs it, 
when numbers were born to God by the goſpel as in a day 
when ſuch power and efficacy accompanied its adminiſtration, 


as made the ſtubborn hearts of finnets bow before it, convert- - 


ed worſhipping aſſemblies into ſo many Bochims, places of tears 
or mouring; leading difciples to ſay, © It is good for us to be 
here,” and obflinate ſinners, of various deſcriptions, to own 


that God was with them of a truth. Then days-of the Son 


of man were enjoyed, times of refreſhing from the preſence. 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. Chriſt fed a- 
mong the lilies, came into his garden, and eat his pleaſent 
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gracious, preſence, and their ſpikenard ſent forth the ſmell 
thereof. Are there not ſome now hearing me, who can eaſily 
recollect the time when it was far otherwiſe with them,—-when 
they could ſay, from their happy experience, the Lord was in 
yonder, and yonder place, ſuc a day and ordinance was a day 
of Heaven, a time of refreſhing to our ſouls, and, we truſt, 
to the ſouls of many? Divided, unhappily, as profeſſing Chrit- 
tians, in theſe lands are, in their ſentiments on other things, 
in this they are generally agreed, That the ordinances of the 
goſpel are not now attended with that divine power and influ- 
ence, which have been often experienced in the Church of God; 

ew being, comparatively, reclaimed from their ſinful 2 


fruits, while his people enjoyed the ra "EW oh 


while the godly live at a poor and low rate, their leanneſs and 
0 face againſt them. The conſola- 
tions of the Spirit are both few and ſmall, compared to what 
they have often been in times paſt, and what our fathers have 
told us. The effects of this are yilible to every one who poſ- 
ſeſſes ſpiritual difcernment. VV 
Is not religion with many dwindled into a lifeleſs form, while 
thouſands have either given up, or never had even the form of 
godlineſs? Iniquity aboundeth, and the love of many waxeth 
cold. Brotherly love, among the profeſſed followers of Jeſus, is 
ſcarcely known; and the moon of the world eclipſeth the beams 
of the ſun of righteouſneſs, and the glories of the heavenly ſtate. 
Many are fo keen upon their worldly purſuits, and ſenſual plea- 
ſures, that they reſemble the Gadarenes of old, who preferred 


their ſwine to Jeſus; and, becauſe he touched this part of their 


property, charged him to leave their coaſts, in which they 
found, to their coſt, an immediate compliance. \ Or they are 
like the inn-keeper at Bethlehem, who would not exclude Chriſt 
altogether, but then he muſt put up with the accommaedation 
of the ſtable, and the manger. They give him not the heart; 
for it is faint and languid in his cauſe, or totally averſe to his 
ſervice. At bell they are neither cold nor hot, lukewarm; 
and no wonder then religion ſhould be regarded merely as a bye 
work: while all the powers of the ſoul, and all the affections 
of the heart unite in rendering homage at the ſhrine of the 
Mammon of unrighteouſneſs. They are Ae cee affiduovs 
in the purſuit of worldly or finful pleaſures, but mere ſluggards 
or 1ders in religion, whoſe apparent goodneſs proves like a mor- 
d Av) or early dew that ſoon paſſeth away. Hence too, 
many who ſeem to have begun in the Spirit, and for a time to 
have run well, draw back, it is, to be feared, to perdition, end 
in the fleſh, in the gratification of their corrupt inclinations, 
and ſo have their latter end worſe than their beginning. Ut 
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ſuch God ſaith, © If any man draw back my ſoul fhall have no 
pleaſure in him;” that is, ſhall utterly abhor him. 
Tho! this ſpiritua judgment be little dreaded, felt, or 14s 
mented, yet a moſt alarming one it is, and ſhall one day be both 
felt and lamented, When finners provoke God, to ctaſe'to be 
2 reprover to them, and to forbid his Spirit to ſtrive with1hem; 
their deſtruction becomes inevitable, and aggravated by this 
conſideration, that light hath come to the world, ind ſhines 
clearly around them, but that they chuſe darkneſs in preference 
to this light. The longer they are ſpared, and the greater and 
more numerous the advantages they enjoy, if ſtill ld mf ech 
the more aggravated their future doom, and the more keen 
and bitter the agonies of their future remorſe and ſelf-reproach- 
ec. That this is one of the judgments of the - preſent day, 
there can be little doubt, and the ſmall concern it gives by far 
the greater part of profcſſing Chriſtians, is a dreadful proof 
of the melancholy truth An awful ſymptom of the diſeaſe 
conſequent upon it, and the ruin to which it is a certain fore- 
runner, if divine mercy do not prevent. RL Lee BY 
The probable cauſes of this evil are various. In what dif- 
ferent ways is the ſpirit of God grieved, and his motions, and 
ern oppoſed and quenched Some deny his God-head. 
others would explain his diſtinct and perſonal exiſtence into a 
mere influence, and would totally explode the moral neceſſity of 


his ſupernatural grace, to form, improve and perfeCt the divine 


life in the ſoul. Even the beſt exceedingly fail in their duty to- 
wards him, and in humble and conſtant reliance on his graci- 
ous aids. It is to be feared, that many profeſſed teachers of 
Chriſtianity, if we may judge from the ſpecimens of their la- 
bours publiſhed to the world, do deſpite to, or overlook the 
Holy Spirit, while the ſucceſs of the goſpel is attributed to the 
power of moral ſuaſion, or the due exertion of the innate vir- 
tues of the human heart. Sych as perpetually repeat a come 
poſed 8 or ſervilely read a legal harangue to their audience, 
a too common practice in our, nation, do this Sacred Agent 
little honour; and no wonder he ſhould refuſe to concur with 
their performances, or make themſelves contemptible before all 
the people. By this means the pulpit is ſank beneath the bar, 
the bench, and the Senate, and the Miniſters of religion bring 
a bad report on the Maſter they profeſs to ferve, as if he ſent 

is ſervants a warfare on their own charges, and were an auſtere 
Maſter, ſeeking to gather "where he had nor ſtrowed, and to 
reap where he dad not ſown. He is the Lord of the harveſt, 
to whom we are exhorted to pray, that he would ſend forth, or 
thruſt out, as the word imparts, labourers into his harveſt, whom 
he makes overſeers over the flock 'of Jeſus. Thoſe who have + 
no eye to him in aiming at this ſervice, nor ſeek his aſſiſtance 
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(Is it then ſurpriſing, that his influences thould be fo little 
felt, where they are ſo much diſregarded? May he not juſtly 
leave many worthipping aſſemblies, yea, our native land, like the 
mountains of Gilboa of old, on which neither dew, nor rain 
deſcended;—or like the heath in the wilderneſs that knows not 
when good cometh? Alas! the once fruitful field is become as 
2 deſert, or barren mountains—the vineyard is overgrown with 
briers and thorns, and every noxious weed—plants which our 
heavenly Father hath not planted, and muſt be one-time or 
other.plucked up. Errors in doctrine, and immoralities in 
practice are.the natural conſequence of the judgment under 
review; for when theſe come in as a flood, the Spirit of the 
Lord alone can raiſe an effectual ſtandard againſt them; and 


| b who thus deſpiſe him, ſhall be lightly eſteemed, 


when they greatly prevail, it is an evident token of his diſplea. 


ture, and the ſuſpenſion of his heavenly influence. 
Mũiſtake me not however, as if I meant to ſay, that he hath 
totally forſaken our iſle, or any denomination of Chriſtians 
therein, who hold by Jeſus the great Head, and exerciſe a 
proper dependence on the grace of his Holy Spirit. Wherever 
Chriſt hath a church, there he is by his Spirit, as well as by 
his word; for he walketh amidſt the golden candleſticks, and 
holdeth the ſtars in his right hand. Where he has any finners 
to convert, or ſaints to edify, there will he come to bleſs his 
word come as a refiner's fire, and fuller's ſoap. But white 
we ſhould blefs God even for the day of ſmall things---for ſtill 
deigning to grant any token of his gracious prefence in our re- 
ligious aſſemblies; let us be deeply ſenſible, that we have, by 
our fins, by our low efteem of the golpcl, and the grace of 
his Spirit, finned away, in a great meaſure, his gracious pre- 
ſence. If our day is not decreaſing, in regard to divine light, 
ſure it is a winter one, in reſpect of ſacred heat, the purify- 
ing and rejoicing influences of the Spirit of all grace, and the 
heavenly flame of divine love. CC Pa ons: 
The removal of the Goſpel itſeif, from many corners in the 
land, once highly favoured therewith, muſt be viewed as a 
ſpiritual judgment of a very ſerious nature. The goſpel may 
be continued with a people, after divine influences are 
greatly with-held, as hath been obſerved in the preceding pa- 
ticular; but when that is removed, this awful judgment is 
completed. This our Lord threatens to execute upon the church 
at Epheſus and Laodicea, and did actually execute in proceſs of 
time. To the firſt he ſaith, © Remember from whence thou 
art fallen, and repent, and do the firſt works; or elſe I will 


in it, ar bleſſing upon it, offer him a groſs. inſult, 28 if their 
own talents were quite ſufficient for all this, independent of 
his aid and bleſhng. They that honour him, he will honour; . 
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come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candleſtick out of 


his place, except thou repent.” To the laſt, © I k no thy works, 
that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would that thou wert cold 
or hot. So then becauſe thou art luke- warm, and neither cold 


nor hot, I will ſpue thee out of my mouth.” Are theſe words 
of courſe, mere, empty, unmeaning ſounds? No- The church- 
es to which they were ee addreſſed found them an 
awful reality, and ſo ſhall every c 


world enjoy temporal good things, what they ſhall eat, what 


they ſhall drink, and wherewithal they ſhall be cloathed, 
and they give themſelves little trouble about enjoying the goſ- 


pel in its native purity and ſimplicity. But remove this from 
a city, a village, or nation, and it may be ſaid, The glory is 


departzd. What chiefly rendered Judea the glory of all lands 
was, that the true God was known and ' worſhipped there; 
that its inhabitants were favoured, by the prophets, with viſi- 
ons of the Almighty, and 75] ai predictions of Meſhah, who 


appeared in due time among them. Becauſe they knew not, in 


their day, the things that belonged to their peace, they came to 
be hid from their eyes; and bceauſe they refuſed to walk in the 


light while they had it, God was provoked to remove their 


candleſtick out of its place, and leave them to be covered with 


groſs darkneſs. Such as tread in their ſteps, have reaſon to 
fear that they ſhall be made partakers of their plagues. 
. Theſe lands have been long and highly favoured, in the 


courſe of divine providence; but we have abuſed our privileges; 


and God would be juſt and righteous in depriving us of them. 
That he hath done fo already, in many inſtances, we have e- 


| very cauſe to fear. 'Tho' God ſtill mantains a lamp for his A- 


nointed among us, raiſes up ſome faithful labourers in his vine- 


yard, in which we ſhould rejoice, wherever they appear, and 


tive God the glory; yet can it not be ſaid that all the corners 


of the land are favoured with ſuch. Thro' the operation of 
the degrading and oppreſſive ybke of Patronage, many paro- 
chial charges are reduced into mere finecures; while the 


poor people muſt either provide the goſpel in ſome other 
connection, or be content to periſh for lack of knowledge: for 
they muſt either ſubmit to the intruded hireling, be their opi- 
nion of his piety and ſoundneſs in the faith what it may, or 
de deprived»of ſo ineſtimable a bleſſing, in their former con- 
nection. [The providence of God hath made Diſſenters of 
atcrent denominations the mean of ſecuring the goſpel, and 
ts inſtitutions, to many, in different parts of the united king- 
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1urch that retains the things 
reproved in them, not admoniſhed by their example. Let 
thoſe then who think their mountain ſtands fo ſtrong, that it 
ſhall never be moved, take head, leſt God hide his Bee, and 
abandon them to darkneſs and trouble. Let the men of the 
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give, and a day, of wrath waiting them. They may ſee in 


Then ſhall they call upon him, but he will not anſwer; they and 
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doms, that ſeemed to be otherwiſe forlorn and deſtitute; and 
where this help cannot be obtained, the conſequence is too 
ble to eſcape, natice, and too ſerious, not to be lament. 
ed by thoſe, $4 42 the beſt intereſt of their fellow men 
at heart, Thoſe who exerciſe that uſurped and impious 
claim, without any regard to the glory of God, or the will 
and edihcition of the people, have a ſolemn account to 


the preſent wandering and fugitive ſtate of the late patrons 
of a neighbouring nation, what they themſelves deſerve, and 
have reaſon to dread, in the courſe of a retributive Provi- 
dence, Long had theſe unhappy men, with their tools, - a ſer- 
vile and bigotted prieſthood, ſhaved, to ufe the ſimile of the 
prophet, the poor, oppreſſed and deluded people; and the day 
hath come in which the Lord hath ſhaved themſelves with 2 
razor that is hired, even the head and the hair of the feet; and 
it hath alſo conſumed the beard}. Be the inſtruments of their 
degradation, in a moral view, what tie may, they are doubt- 
lefs employed by Proyidence to punilh theſe workers of iniqui- 
115 and in doing the work of Heaven, they ſhall not be without 
eir reward, tho? vengeance ſhould be taken en their inven. - 


* 
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tions. Did people once ſee the nature, and feel the import- 


ance of the rights of the Chriſtian church, rhat common- 


wealth, where prince and peaſant are upon a level, as they do - 
their ee wi no fellow mortal durſt preſume to wreathe I of 
ſuch a yoke about their neck, or if they did, the effort would {yl 
be in vain. But woe ſhall one time or other be to thoſe, who the 
take advantage of their ignorance or ſupineneſs, to accompliſh pls 
%%% Oh 
What our Lord ſaid to his diſciples, is fulfilled in our own - iſt 
times, and, I fear, in many places of our own nation: “ The ha 
days will come, when ye ſhall defire to ſee one of the days of do- 
the Son. of man, and ye ſhall not ſee it“.“ Such days are preci- ane 
dus, yet will not be always continued with a people, who make tere 
light of the means of grace, nor ſtudy to walk in the light of Ie 


his word while they have it. Tho” he may bear long, and of- 
ten call when they refuſe, ſtretch out his hand, when they re- Ho 
ard not: but ſet at nought all his counſel, and would none of 
is reprooſs; yet may they expect that he will. alſo laugh at tw 
their calamity, and mock when their fear cometh; when their 


fear cometh as deſolation, and their deſtruction cometh as a by, 
whirlwind z when iſtreſs and anguith cometh upon them. Fin 


ſhall ſeek him early, but they ſhall not find him. Days of 
the Son of man may be defired, when they ſhall not be grant- 
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ed which ſhould induce to improve them while enjoyed. There 
are many places in our ow natiqn that once were favoured 
with this important privilege; but how ſadly now changed! 
What is ſaid of Jeruſalem may be applied to them, they were 
once full of judgment, righteouſneſs lodged in them, but now 
murderers, thoſe who vend a poiſon of a moſt deadly nature, 


ſet off perhaps, in a golden cup, while many receive it as the 


moſt wholeſome viand, and others feel and lament the fad re- 
verſe. Thus their ſilver is become droſs, their wine mixed 
with water“, or with a potion of a moſt deadly nature. Thor 
we hope there are many who both feel and lament the loſs they 


ſuſtain in not enjoying the goſpel in its public adminiſtration, 
and would highly prize the crumbs that fall from the children's 


table elſewhere; yet in reſpect of the multitude at large, they 
perceive no want, they feel no anxiety after ſuch a bleſſing, 
and this reſults from their ignorance, their wWorldly mindedneſs, 


and their carnab ſecurity. But will it be ſo always? Verily not 


When death and judgment overtake them, if not ſooner, they 
ſhall earneſtiy deſire to ſee a day of the Son of man, and they 


That errors of various kinds, and ſome of them of a moſt 
groſs aud dangerous nature, abound in our land, is too obvious 
10 admit a moment's, doubt. With many it is not the goſpel 
of Jeſus that is brought to the ears of men, but a ſpurious 


ſyſtem of human device, which ofiginates from, and flatters 


the pride of our depraved nature. This ſyſtem, however 
plauſible and iflattering, is dangerous both to thoſe who propa- 


gate, and to thoſe who imbibe it; for ſays the wiſe Proverbial- 


it in Iſrael. . There is a way which ſeemeth right unto a man, 
bur the end thereof are the Ways of deatirf“ Every fyſtem ok 
doctrine that deviates from divine truth, is in oppoſition to it: 
and calculated to promote, in one form or other, only the ina 


tereſts of Satan's kingdom. Some are however, more glarin g 5 


ly erroneous and. abſurd than others; but the nearer any ſy em 


comes to truth, if it fall ſhort of it, the more apt to deceive; 


How abſurd the tenet, which a noted Biſhopt of our own na- 


tion hath! advanced ſome where in his writings: We are to 


ighing.” In this unhappy entiment, the Biſhop is not ſin- 


for many ſeem to entertain the ſame, àud things near a 


kin to it, tho“ they may expreſs themſelves with more caution 


and modeſty: whence che greater danger to the cauſe of truth 
and genuine piety. 1 Tj er wh lo bi 0 
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| Early. there were ſome that troubled the church, © and 
would pervert the goſpel of -Chriſt”? - Remarkable is the ſaying 
of Paul, in contemplating this gloomy aſpect, whence it appears, 
that errors in doctrine are not quite ſo innocent and harmleſs 
as ſome, in their exceſs of charity, would repreſent them. 
% But tho we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
goſpel unto you, than that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accurſed. As we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, 
if any man preach any other goſpel unto you, than that ye 
have received, let him be accurſed f To bid ſuch God'ſpeed, 


in their exertions to pervert the goſpel of Chriſt, is in effect to gon: 
with the eſtabliſhment of the kingdom of darkneſs, on the au 
ruins of genuine Chriſtianity. . Such may be very diligent and Lo 
aſſiduous, to fpread and defend their noxious tenets; for, in mi 
this reſpect, they are often wiſer and more active in their ge- for 
neration than the children of light; yet, ſo far from being en- wi 
titled to the honourable character of labourers in the Lord's ed, 
harveſt, they are but the ſervants and inſtruments of the wick- ſor 
ed one, ſerving his cauſe in the earth, by ſowing and watering cet 
theſe tares in the field, which are ſo pernicious to the growth to] 
and proſperity of the precious wheat. Do they deſerve ho- * 
nour and emolument for this? but in thefe verily, they have eye 
their reward, God affixes a brand to their character“ The rel 
prophet that teacheth lies he is the tail; and our Lord tells {eq 
us, that they are the leaſt in his kingdom, — make no part of it, rat) 
tho' numbered by men among his ſubjects.” The powerful du: 
ſupport lately given to one, who vended doctrines allowed to hot 
be ſubverſive of the moſt eſſential principles of the Chriſtian fai 
faith; and the feeble exertion of profeſſed friends to the truth as 5 
in Jeſus, on that memorable occaſion; with the prevalence of mn 
Auch fatal doctrines over the nation, both from the pulpit and dot 
' the preſs, while they find ſo many among different denomina- mn 
tions diſpoſed, to embrace and patronize them; all this plainly pot 
ſhews, that the goſpel is faſt baniſhing from among us, and thi 
hath already been actually baniſhed from many pulpits and cor- Pa 
ners; which is doubtleſs a grievous judgment from the Lord. op] 
Serious Chriſtians will lament it as ſuch, and as for thoſe who ere 
embrace and diſſeminate ſuch tenents, or look on with little or en] 
no concern, if they will not believe their danger, we muſt He 


leave them to the Lord, aſſured they will one day find de: 
this to be a judgment, of a moſt ſerious nature—that God bee 


2 them up to a reprobate mind, to believe a lie, that they might 4 
nally periſh, becauſe they hated the truth, and thro? pride hat 


» 


of heart, and of the wiſdom that man teacheth, would not ſub- tact 
mit to the conduct and inſtruction of the Holy Spirit. That | 
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land is, without doubt, viſited with the judgments of the Al- 
mighty, where ſuch things not only exiſt, but abound. Ia 
the way of this judgment therefore, and the one adverted to- 
in the preceding particular, let Chriſtians wait for the Lord la- 
menting- their prevalence in our day and nation, e. 
ing the copious effuſions of the Spirit ef alÞgrace, ti 

ſh:w mercy upon us; and turn, in this reſpeQ, our captivity, 
- The diverſity of ſentiment in religion, and con 


quent diviſi- 


ons that prevail among profeſſing Chriſtians 'in | theſe lands,' 


ought to be viewed as a judgment or chaſtiſement from the 
Lord, eſpecially when theſe occafion alienation of affection, and 
mutual jealouſies, cenſure and miſrepreſentation. That the 
former exiſt among us, the diviſions and ſubdiviſions, into 
which the profeſſed followers of the undivided Jeſus are form- 
ed, are a ſtanding but melancholy proof: and that the latter 
ſometimes 9 prevail, as a conſequence, tho? not a ne- 
ceſſary one, of theſe diviſions, too many cireumſtances occur, 


to leave room to call the truth of it 1 In this reſpect, | 


te the anger of che Lord hath divided us,” fo that we ſee not 
eye to eye, neither draw equally in Chriſt's yoke. Differences in 
religion however, eſpecially in matters allowed to be of leſs con- 
ſequence, might furniſh ſcope to the exerciſe of Chriſtian cha» 
rity, mutual forbearance, and brotherly love; inſtead of pro- 


ducing, as is too often the caſe, an oppoſite effect. The ex- 


hortation is addreſſed to all that bear the name, and profeſs the 
faith of Jeſus, however rarely exemplified in their practice; 


« Be kindly. affectioned one to another, with brotherly love; 


in honour preferring | one another tf“ This exhortation, 


doubtleſs, applies to the different denominations of Chriſtians, - 
in their carriage towards one another; unleſs we ſuppoſe, they 


poſſeſs a right to unchriſtianize each other, on account of th 
things in which they may happen to differ. The increaſe of 
parties in religion, is perhaps, owing, in moſt inſtances, to the 
oppreſſion, and infringement on the rights of conſcience, ex- 
erciſcd in Eſtabliſhed churches; the fewer number arifing from 
enlightened and ſpiritual. views of the Redeeme 


| r' kingdom. 
How productive hath the political engine of Patr >” that * 
a d tate, 


dear brood of the conſecrated union of ehurch 
been of ſuch conſequences! FP 

It is much to be lamented that, while the enemies of Chriſ- 
ban ty are fo united in their oppoſition to the faith and prac- 


K 2 
| | Rom. Ni. 1e, 


lor- 
he 


cof, its profeſſed friends ſhould he ſo often at variance 
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among (themſelves, weakening. one another's. hands, and diff! 


couraging. each other's hearts, in the common cauſe; or, in 
the expreſſive language of the apoſtle,” biting and devouring: 
one another, till they are in danger of being conſumed one of 
another}. Let all Chriſtians, forgetting the things wherein they 
differ, unite their beſt efforts in ſupporting and defending the 
mmon cauſe; learning a leſſon even from the enemies of 
Griſt, in their oppoſition to his perſon and intereſt: for Herod: 
and Pilate forgot their former variance, and were reconciled, 
hen the Sort of God was arraigned, and about to be con- 
demned, and ,crucified. Every denomination of Chriſtians 
have their excellencies, which claim our eſteem and-imitation, 
as well as their defects; and theſe ſhould never be mentioned 
but with a vie w and deſire of their reformation: for they muſt 
not act towards one another, like the fly that paſſes over all the 
ſound parts of the human body, and alights upon its ſores, 
hereby giving additional pain. It is however, owned with 
pleaſure, that a ſpirit of mutual forbearance, and feeming 
Chriſtian charity, appears to be of late on the increaſe; we 
would gladly hope as an happy preſage of the approach of that 


deſirable period, when there ſhall\be nothing to hurt; or to 


deſtroy in God's holy mountain; unleſs we can ſuppoſe that 
this moderation proceeds, unhappily, from a growing indiffe- 
rence about concerns of the laſt importance. A ſpirit of big- 
gotry and intolerance. is now exploded in ſpeculation, and 
more generally. than heretofore baniſhed from all parties in 
practice; unleſs in ſome inſtances it appear, whete leaſt expec- 
ted—even with thoſe who profeſs ſuperior refinement of taſte, 


and liberality of ſentiment. Tho' God can, and in the courſe 


of his providence, will bring good out of the differences that 
fubſiſt among profeſſing Chriſtians, whatever may be culpable 
in theſe or their fruits; yet they cannot be viewed, in themſelves, 
in any other light than a judgment on the land where they pre- 


vail; eſpecially, when they create alienation of affection, prove 


a bar to the diſcharge of ſocial and relative duties, and obs 
| ſtruct the courſe of univerſal benevolence, their too common 


attendants. \ | | 
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I might alſo obſerve, that | contempt or neglect of revealed 
religion, and itsfacred:inſtitutions, and: the conſequent increaſe 
of infidelity, the favourite ſyſtem of the faſhionable world, is 
a ſerious judgment from above on theſe ſinful lands, and parti- 
cularly on thoſe who embrace ſuch deluſions; and, as the a- 
gents of the father of lies, and the purveyors of his houſehold, 
EXETT every nei ve to promote his cauſe and intereſt among men. 


+ Gal- v. 15. 
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But, as this forms à dark and deep trait in our national guilty 
Lwave it here, and paſs on to point out ſome of theſe Tem- 

ral judgments; which this, and our other provoking ſins, 
ave brought upon the nation; and which, if mercy. do not 
2 interpoſe, may bring us to the loweſt depths of public. 
miiery. ; EF: 36: 7 - $3 A481 „ . W247 

Of. the various temporal judgments with which theſe ſinful, 
lands are viſited, That diverſity of ſentiment, reſpeCting the 
concerns of the Public at large, and the propriety, juſtice and 
neceſſity of certain meaſures, with the unhappy alienation of 
heart, calumny, animoſity and miſrepreſentation, too often, it 
is to be feared, conſequent upon it, is not the leaſt ſerious in 
its nature, and foreboding' in its canſequences. Every. man 
has a right to think, judge, and determine for himſelf, both in 

litics and religion; and this right it is his duty to exerciſe; 


of 


auſe his own. intereſt, and the intereſt of his fellow crea»: 


tures, both for time and eternity, are deeply concerned in the 
matter. The. reſult of his deliberate reflexions and inquiries, 
he has alſo, a right to expreſs, and communicate, as occalions; 
offer, and prudence: may direct, provided this be done without 
infringing on the juſt rights of another; and to attempt to de- 
prive an intelligent, accountable being of the exerciſe of this 
unalienable right, would be a piece 4 oppreſſion and tyranny 
of the moſt deteſtable, and pernicious nature. Men may ex- 
erciſe mutual forbearance, in the - concerns of this world, as 
well as in thoſe of the next, without violating the harmony of 
ſocial order, or interrupting the mutual interchange of kind 
offices: for perhaps ſcarce any two men can be found, to think 
in all reſpects alike, upon any given topic. Would it not be 


uncharitable in the extreme, to ſuppoſe and aſſert, that, becauſe. 


ſuch perſons happen to differ from us in certain points of their 
religious creed, tho? their conduct ſhould in all other reſpects 
become Chriſtians, they muſt therefore be hereties, enemies to 
God, to truth, and their fellow men? and would it not be 
equally uncharitable and unjuſt, to make certain political 
the teſt, of loyalty in the ſtate, branding all that do not, for can 
not come up to them, as enemies to lawful authority and to 
the peace and proſperity of their country; notwithRanding 
their demeanour in other things be peaceable, and alſo reſpect- 


ful and obedient to the laws and inſtitutions of that country, 


wherein theſe: are founded in reaſon and common ſenſe, and 


do not invade the duty every-man previouſly owes to himſelf, 


and to God, the original fource of all authority, to whoſe will 

all delegated authority is ſubjected in its exerciſe, and at whole, 

bar its every deciſion muſt be reviewed. | 40 
Should any ſwerve from the path of duty, from whatever 


motives, they are ſtill to be treated as erring brethren, and re- 
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| Rored, if poſlible, in the ſpirit of meekneſs; not ſurely, by 
magnifying their faults; miſrepreſenting their conduct, pro- 
nouncing decifively orf\their ſecret motives, in oppoſition to 
their avowed declarations, or condemning them unheard, and 
attributing to them deſigns, which they had not for a moment 
entertained, and at the thought of which their hearts would 


revolt, if an individual or two, profeſfing to be of their num. 


ber, and in their ſecret, ſhould be found wicked enough to con- 
trive, and fool-hardy enough to attempt, or propoſe to execute 
ſuch defigns. This would be to tempt even the.virtuous to 
fwerve from their duty, for uncandid or oppreſſive meaſures 
make even wiſe men mad; and alſo to render bad men worſe, 
if not deſperate, That ſuch a mode however, hath been not 
ſeldom purſued of late, is too notorious; and even in ſolemn 

als to Heaven in the pulpit, and at the conſecration of mi - 
litary ſtandards, that faſhionable and qalebrated rite, ſuch things 
often form a principal part of theiliturgy. The pens too of 
| kirelings have been often employed, and the channels of pub- 
lic intelligence filled, I fear, with calumny, miſrepreſentation, 
and falſehood, which could ſerve no other end than to fan a 
flame already burning, — no other purpoſe than to increaſe a 


judgment Jamentably ſerious already. Such is the conſtitution - 
of human nature, that the moſt direct way to make a perſon, 


or perſons our enemies, is to repreſent and treat them as ſuch: 
for love, and the native expreſſions of it, do not more naturally 
produce a correſponding. affection, than ſuch a eonduct the 
very temper it manifeſts. of 1h Er þ.5/6 

If a part of the community claim the right to applaud and 
ſupport meaſures fraught with miſery to millions of the hu- 
man race, and to our own nation in particular,—and alſo 


# 


fraught with immenſe guilt againſt God, if not found, when 


weighed in his balance, both juſt and heceſfary; why deny the 
other the privilege of entering their diſſent, of diſapproving 
of, and teftifying againſt ſuch meaſures, when both they, and 
their poſterity muſt bear the burden ſo accumulated, and be in- 
volved in the conſequences, in common with . thoſe that puſh 


and patronize theſe deſtructive meaſures? Time will ſhew: 


whether of the two have wiſdom and juſtice on their fide, and 
moſt cauſe to complain; if the events, which have already oc- 
curred, are not ſufficent to reach conviction. Can any behold 
the miſeries of his country and of his ſpecies, and theſe ra- 
pidly increaſing, and not feel? and can he feel as he ought, 
and not expreſs his feelings and apprehenſions; ſeeing, out of 
the abundance of the heart, the mouth ſpeaketh? | 
Some ſeem to place loyalty to the ruling powers, and love of 


their country, in accuſations of their brethren, and fellow ſub- 


fefts,—in narrowly watching their words and actions; wrelts 


— 
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ing and miſrepreſenting the moſt innocent, or the mot m 
rious; and in circulating invidious reports to their prejudice, — 
ſo that the pulpit itſelf is no ſecurity againſt the aſſaults of theſe 
unhallowed weapons, which every one muſt have more or leſs 
felt, who has had the courage and fidelity to plead for God a- 
ainſt the fins of a rebellious and ungodly nation, whence 
they have become the ſong of the drunkarq, and the ſubje& of 
invective and burleſque. And,, it is well, if ſuch unchriſtian 
conduct hath not been ſometimes countenanced, or rewarded 
by ſome, whoſe rank and ſtation ought to place them above 
countenancing, in the leaſt, the meanneſs and malignity of 
Auch a carriage. Have not the outrages of a mob been conſe- 
erated, or at leaſt excuſed, by making Church, King and Con- 
ſtitution the order of the day? The mode ſome in their wiſdom 


take to expreſs their loyalty, inſtead_of proving them the real 


friends of their King and Country, ſerve to fap the pillars of 
the throne, and the proſperity of the ſtate. What good pur- 
poſe can meaſures ſerve, that tend to make odious diſerimina- 
tions in ſociety, and attach public odium to any claſs of citi- 
zens? VVV e 
Such may profefs themſelves loyal and patriotic, and be 


deemed ſo by others, but we heſitate not to ſay, that all whe 


ſow or cheriſh the ſeeds of diſſenſion among brethren, are, in 
effect, whatever they may profeſs, the greateſt enemies of both, 
as time may diſcover, if there be any truth in the ſacred ora- 
cles, or in the hiſtory of mankind, both which are written for 
our admonition. The ſteps: they purſue, tend to widen a 
breach, already too large, and to place the deſirable profpe& 
of a cordial union, between the different ranks in fociety, at a 
greater diſtance. Our bleſſed Lord informs us, that © a king- 
dom divided againſt itſelf, is brought into deſolation;” and adds 
an apoſtle, after giving this precept, as the ſum total of the 
whole law, © Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. But if 
ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not con- 
ſumed one of andther.” Such a ſpirit is lamented by the pro- 
phet as a great calamity, while he aſcribes it to God as a 
righteous judgment; © .[hro? the wrath of the Lord of hofts is 
the land darkened, and the people ſhall be as the fuel of the 
fire: no man ſhall ſpare his brother}.” The temper and con- 
duct here deſcribed, tend to increaſe the diviſion of a kingdom 
againſt itſelf, as they rankle the ſpirits of men, furniſh fuel 
to their corruptions, and a pretext for juſtifying their mutual 
cenſures and ſeverity, and thus, they too, naturally produce 
what the apoſtle terms biting and devouring one another, which 
endangers their mutual deſtruction. ' Than this there is not a 


+ Iſa, 1. 19. 
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more unfavourable ſymptom in our-caſe, portending our im- 
pending judgment, and approaching ruin. May Heaven avert 
the dreadful omen] prevent what is recorded by another pro- 

| phet being realized among us: The time is come, the day 

4 | draweth near, let not the buyer rejoice, nor the ſeller maourn; 

| ſor wrath is upon all the multitude thereoff,” upon all tanks 

| and deſcriptions of men in the land, becauſe all had fanned, 
corrupted their ways, and grievouſſy offended the Lord their 

God. You may ſec at your leiſure, the temper adverted to, in 

| the above particular, :deſcribed by the prophet Jeremiah, in 

A the gih chapter of his prophecy, and alſo elſewherell. 7 1 5 


b n e . oe" 1 RA 
f | Ougght we not, Brethren, to regard the late peſtilential fever 
1 | which hath cut off ſo many of our fellow ſubjects in-our Weſt 
q Ida iſlands, with the urthappy commotions that ſtill alarm 
there, as a token of God's diſpleaſure, and a judgment upon 
cheſe lands? How unfeeling the remark, ſhould any be capa- 
ble of making it, that theſe things happen at a diſtance, that 
N we only hear of them as matter of news, as if we ourſelves had 
0 little or no concern in them! Have not many at home near re- 
| lations there, in whoſe death they mult feel themſelves afflict- 
| - _ ed?” Do not the inhabitants of theſe iſles, , aud we belong ta 
= - bone nation? and are we not attached to each other, by ſeveral 
5 ties? ſhall one part then ſuſſer, and the whole not feel with it? 
| The mortality occaſioned by that fatal diſtemper hath; been ex- 
ceedinꝑ great, not only among the planters, but alſo in our ar- 
my and navy, to whom it hath proved more fatal than the 
ſword. The flaves furniſh the only exception from its dreadful 
depredations. . As a proof of its malignity, I need only refer 

you to a fact, communicated in all our public papers. A court 
martial, conſiſting of eighteen perſons, was obliged to break 
up; without finiſhing their buſineſs, becauſe, during their fitting, 
| no fewer than the one half of their number were cut off by 
( this) malignant diſtemper. If we may credit private accounts, 
BY feveral thouſands of our ſeamen died, in the courſe of a few 
E werks, in the very haven: of one of theſe iſlands. And now 
| py again, as we learn from late/accounts, the ſame fatal fever hath 
commenced its ravages, and may deſtroy its thouſands, and 
tens of thouſands, without leaving them time, or ability, to 
reflect on the puſt, or ſeck preparation for the future. Have 

. not theſe events a language? Are they not the doings of that Tequ 

1 God, who is wonderful in counfel, and terrible in working, their 

who hath power to kill, and to caſt both ſoul and body into hell, imm 

| and out of whoſe hands none can deliver? | | ber x 

May we not ſee in them the juſt animadverſions of Heaven, capit 
3 Ws 3 5 the 

- 3X 8 } Ezek. vii. 2. [Micah vii. ; 
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on the criminal part we have fo long had in the inhuman traf 


fic of our fellow creatures, the grievous ſervitude they have fo 
lang endured in theſe devoted iſlands, and the baſely criminal 
part we have taken, in holding faſt the infernal ſyſtem, and re- 
fuſing to let it go, ues the remonſtrance of God, by his 
vicegerent conſcience ſpeaking in the mouths of many thouſands, 
while the higheſt authority in the kingdom have, when ſitting 
in their legiſlative capacity, pronounced it“ cruel, inhuman 
and unjuſt,” But blinded and obſtinate ſinners act, as if they 
had rather periſh in their own way, than proſper in God's ways 
and God will leave them to their choice, and to reap accord- 
ingly. A ſpirit now prevails among the Slaves which threatens 
the moſt alarming conſequences. What . ravages have they 
committed! How many white people, lately in affluent circum- 
ſtances, have they ſtripped of their wealth, or ſacrificed to a 
ſpirit of revenge, which the efforts to hold them in a ſtate of 


degraded ſervitude too much juſtify. They have been of emi» 


next ſervice to our enemies in the conqueits they have made 
theſe quarters; and we have been affured that on one of theſe 
iſlands no fewer than eighteen thouſand oſ them are at preſent 
aſſembled, and trained to the uſe. of arms to oppoſe us; when 
a_different treatment on our part might have made them our 
firin friends, thus ſecured, and a natural bulwark to theſe iſles, 
againſt an invading foe. 3 | PP 
It was not a little obſervable, as marking the retributive juſ- 
tice of Heaven, what took place at the reduction of one of theſe 


illes Hg: The principal fort of it, having been ſtormed by 
t thouſand revolted ſlaves, now in the pay of our ene- « 

mies, accompanied with only about four hundred white people, 

was obliged to ſurrender, after much carnage, to this ſable le- 


about eig 


gion; and no terms could be obtained for the refugee planters, 
who had a little before ſworn allegiance to the Britiſh govern- 
ment, and put themſelves under its protection. —All that could 
be procured was a covered boat, in which nine-and=twenty on- 
ly were ſafely carried away; the reſt, to the amount of five 
hundred, were ſhot by their own revolted ſlaves, with their 
hands tied behind their back, and ſunk in. a ditch up to the 
middle. What made this execution the more worthy of notice 
was, that when we got poſſeſſion of the iſland, a few weeks be- 
fore, the head Commander on the ſpot, iſſued a proclamation, 
requiring all the revolted ſlaves within fix weeks to return to. 
their former maſters, elſe, if apprehended, they would be 
immediately hanged. Within that ſpace of time, if I remem- 
ber well, they had it in their power to diQtate the terms of a 
capitulation, at the point of the bayonet, and the mouth of 
the cannon, when all his intreaties could not procure the lives 
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of theſe very planters, whom he had fo lately taken under the 


protection of our government! And, ahl how-mortifying thus 
to fall by the hands of their own ſlaves} Theſe remarks are due 
to the providence of God, who is a Father to the fatherlefs, 


the ſtranger's ſhield, and the orphan's ſtay, and the ſcourge of 
the oppreſſor, in this holy habitation, and therefore I offer no 


apology for making them, tho' they will not reliſh with many, 
who never chuſe to acknowledge the righteous hand of Heaven 
in ſuch diſpenſations. But © becauſe they regard not the works 
of the Lord,” in this and other events of the day, nor the ope- 
ration of his hands, he ſhall deſtroy them, and not build them 

.. 
Our affairs in that quarter preſent at the time a very gloomy 
aſpect. From the attempts, and late ſuccefs of the enemy, 
the ſpirit that diſcovers irſelÞ among the ſlaves, in conſequence 
of what the legiſlature of a neighbouring nation have done to 


emancipate them, and alfo from the juſt indignation of Heaven 


againſt our crimes and oppreſſions in that quarter, there is rea- 


ſon to fear, if the preſent fooliſh and ruinous war is protracted - 


much longer, that they will foon ceafe to be ours' for ever. 
And tho” peace ſhould be the mean of fecuring them for a time, 
yet there is much ground to apprehend, that fuch will be the 
iſſue; and what can be more equitable in righteous Heaven 
than to make thoſe or their ſced proprietors of that ſoil, which 
their united labours have ſo long cultivated, and their tears, 
ſweat and blood fo often watered? That fuch events were not 
far diſtant, the more pious and reflecting part of the Commu- 
nity ſaw reaſon: to apprehend from the late conduct of our 


. Legiſlature, reſpecting that much injured racet. We are in- 
deed ſending a formidable force to defend our property there, 


and repel the invaſion of our foes in that quarter; but there 1s 
much reaſon to fear, conſidering the awful aſpect of Providence 
on theſe iſlands, whoſe inhabitants have been long ſince reput- 
ed the moſt wicked people on the face of the earth, that they 
are only ſent to find a premature grave in a clime ſo hoſtile to 
the conſtitution of Britons. God is juſtly provoked both with 


thoſe who defend them, and thoſe that are meant to be defend- - 


ed; and may therefore, involve them in one common ruin, 
without the leaſt impeachment to his juſtice, 'The judgments 
of Heaven, awfully commenced there, may be brought nearer 
home, except we repent. This is the uſual way with God, who 
does not ſtir up all his wrath at once, but gives time and war- 
nings to repent; and ſuch a gradation is obſervable in his pro- 


| . + Pſal. xxviii. 5. SE es | 
Of this mind was the Author too, as may be ſeen by conſulting ſome tracts 
he publiſhed ſince the queſtion of the Slave Trade was firſt agitated, If be 
has erred in other things, the event juſtifies his fears on that ſubject. 
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cedure with theſe lands. If the judgments already inflicted 
produce not their deſired effect, and that they have not yet 
produced, we may have a fearful looking for more grievous 
plagues. Whatever bars and obſtacles may lie in the way of 

eace with our earthly enemies, there are obſtacles ſtill more 
E in the way of peace with God, whom we have pro- 
voked by our iniquities. His purpoſe will ſtand, and he will 
do all his pleaſure. 5 


When ſpeaking of the Lord's judgments upon theſe lands, 
as a juſt puniſhment of our fins, we ought not to overlook 
that ſcarcity of the neceſſaries of life, with which we have 
been of late threatned, nor che unhappy emotions it has pro- 


duced in various places over the nation. Theſe things ſpeak a 


language audible to the deafeſt ear, and intelligible to the dul- 
leſt underſtanding. Famine is one of the Lord's ſore judg- 


ments, ſuch a heavy ſcourge to a people as to be, when inflict- 


ed and felt in its extreme rigour, more to be dreaded and de- 
precated than either the devouring ſword, or the peſtilence that 


walketh in darkneſs. When God had deſtroyed the old world 


by water, for their extreme wickedneſs, in the midſt of wrath, 


he remembered mercy, and promiſed to his ſervant Noah, That 


while the earth remained, ſeed-time and harveſt ſhould not 
ceaſe. This promiſe he verifies in the courſe of his providence, 


notwithſtanding partial, or local correCtions, by giving us rain 


from heaven and fruitful ſeaſons, thus filing our hearts with 
food and gladneſs. Never would mankind experience any in- 
terruption of the regular ſucceſſion of theſe, or be doomed to 
feel the dreadful ſcourge of famine in their borders, were they * 
obedient to their Maker's laws, and obſervant of his inſtitu- 
tions. | 
For ſome years back he hath frowned upon us both in ſeed- 
time and harveſt, and though he hath not cauſed the fruits of 
the earth to periſh from the uſe of man and beaſt; yet were 
they beſtowed upon us with viſible tokens of his diſpleaſure, 
fer we had been threatned with cleanneſs of 
teeth. Among the many cauſes that might juſtly procure us 
this chaſtiſement, ſurely none of the leaſt is, the undervaluing 
of the bread of life, which too many profeſling Chriſtians, of all 
ranks and denominations, loathe, and count as light food: for 
the 7 ſoul loathes the honey comb, while to the hungry 
ſoul even every bitter thing is ſweet.” « 
Of the various calamities inſeparable from a ſtate of war, 
{amine is not the leaſt grievous and intolerable, whence we 
find it often if ſcripture claſſed with the devouring ſword, and 


inflicted upon the Jews, * at their final overthrow, 
| 2 | 
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as one of its moſt horrid attendants. Few, if any will pre. 
ſame to deny, that the diſaſtrous hoſtilities in which we have 
been unhappily engaged for ſome years, have contributed not 
a little to this apprehended, -and, in many places, ſeverely felt 
calamity. But other cauſes muſt be allowed to have had alſo 
their influence in producing this evil. When certain laws are 
framed, either with intention to befriend the land-holder, or 
calculated in their operation to produce this effect, by prevent- 
ing the fruits of the earth from finding their level, like watew 
by a free and unreſtrained communication all over the country, 
the natural conſequence is, that certain diſtriQts. muſt ſuffer, 
while the poor every where are precluded from reaping the be- 
nefit of the bounty of Heaven, to that extent they might other- 
wiſe enjoy it. Every ſyſtem that tends to circumſcribe the good- 
neſs of the Alwighty, as the great author of nature, and Fa- 
ther of all, muſt be partial in its operation, and pernicious to 
myriads in its conſequences. Of this nature, however, is that 


concerted ſcheme of monoply, ſo nearly allied to, and ſo natu- 


rally reſulting from that alluded to. above, which prevails a- 
mong us, and 1s carried into ſuch dangerous lengths in our 
land. A number of unfeeling wretches combine, in effect, 
together, to advance or keep up the price of every article of 
life, and thus injure, and effeQtually oppreſs the community at 
large, for the ſake of their own private and ſordid gain. Theſe 
hard-hearted fons of avarice are inſatiable as the grave; for their 
ruling paſſion, like the horſe leech, inceſſantly cries, Give, 
| 2 They are a much greater nuiſance to ſociety than the 

ighway robber, or concealed thief, the evil they occaſion 
being much more ſerious and extenſive; and, pardon me, if 1 
fay, are fully as deſerving of the gibbet, when clearly convict- 
ed of ſuch guilt. Theſe vermine in the ſtate—theſe covert 
thieves and oppreflors, grind, in the expreſſive language of 
ſcripture, the faces of the poor, and ſo procure their odium and 
maledictions; for faith the wiſe man, „He that with-holdeth 
corn, the people ſhall curſe him,” which is not the curſe cauſe- 
fs that ſhall not come: “ but bleſſing ſhall be upon the head 


of him that ſelleth it.” 


check a ſpirit of monoply and foreſtalling, which, if permitted 
with impunity, may produce ſuch ſcrious conſequences as threa- 
ten the very authority which connives at it. What diſtreſſing 
commotions hath it of late produced in a number of our large 
Cities, which, in ſome places, have not been quelled without 
blood? It is a common ſaying, That-hunger will break through 
ſtone walls; and indeed, all the ordinary reſtraints of judicial 


It is an object worthy of the government of my ſtate, to 


: . authority are before it but hke green withes, or flaxen cords be- 


fore the confuming flame. While the goodneſs of our heavens 
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our farther chaſtiſement and trial, to blaſt, in part, that fair 


fatal both to man and beaſt might be the conſequence? Withthis 


Wax, as they may form and faſhion at their pleaſure? „If 
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ly Father, in the proſpects preſented by the fruits of the earth, 
promiſed to reſcue us from the jaws of famine, into which the 
unnatural bickerings of the nations, and the mercileſs avarice 
of individuals, had threatned to throw us, he was pleaſed, for 


proſpect; while the clouds from above poured out, almoſt in- 
ceſſantly, their deſtructive contents upon the earth. Various 
are the arrows in his quiver; yet does he not ſtir up all his 
wrath at once, nor ſtrike without giving previous warning. 
How much we lie at his mercy, every revolving ſeed-time and 
harveſt may fully evince: for thould he with-hold the rains and 
dews of heaven in their ſeaſon, or give theſe in the exceſs, how 


we are juſt now threatnedſ, and if the Lord ſtay not his hand, 
and bind up the clouds, many will have cauſe to lament the ef- 
fas. © | | | 
Tho? I would be ſorry to give juſt ground of offence to any, 
yet I cannot overlook in this connection, and you will bear 
with me while I mention it, That in the ſcarcity with which 
we are juſt now menaced, we ought to ſee and own the wiſhes 
we have been ſo often reputed to entertain, and the efforts we 
have been ſaid to make, to famiſh a great and populous nation, j 
at the very time they were ſtruggling with a variety of other ca- 4 
lamities, and alſo the guilt of ſuch unchriſtian conduct. Was 1 
ſuch a conduct worthy of a generous nation, ſuch as ours hath | 
been generally allowed to be? If any credit is due to what hath 
been ſo often, and ſo publickly and confidently aſſerted, did we 
not place much of our hopes of ſucceſs, in the preſent unhap- 
py and bloody conteſt, on the operation of this unhallowed * q 
ſcheme, which behoved to militate againſt the weaker ſex, and 11 
even in offending children, more forcibly than againſt the man ' 
who had arms in his hands, and was called forth to oppoſe 4% 
us in the hoſtile eld ? Are the laws of God ſuch an iron ſin- i 
new to individuals, 2s will not bend either to their prejudices | 
or paſſions; but, in reſpe& of communities, ſuch a noſe of 


thine ene my hunger,” faith the great Law-giver, feed him; 
if he thirſt, give him drink: for in ſo doing thou ſhalt heap 
coals of fire upon his head,” not ſure to conſume him, but to 
welt down his enmity, and conciliate his heart. For this be- 
nign purpoſe it is added, © Be not overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good.” This would go farther to baniſh hoſti- 
lities from the earth, than all the proweſs of armed legions, or 
the wiſdom of courts and cabinets, and would be doubtleſs more 


F When theſe diſcourſes were delivered from the pulpit, every thing pro- 
miſed a plentiful harveſt; but by the time they were tranſcribing for the preſs, 
the face of things wore a very different aſpe&. 
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as one of its moſt horrid attendants. Few, if any will pre- 
ſume to deny, that the diſaſtrous hoſtilities in which we have 
been unhappily engaged for ſome years, have contributed not 


a little to this apprehended, and, in many places, ſeverely felt 


calamity. But other cauſes muſt be allowed to have had alſo 
their influence in producing this evil. When certain laws are 
framed, either with intention to befriend the land-holder, or 
calculated in their operation to produce this effect, by prevent- 
ing the fruits of the earth from finding their level, like water, 
by a free and unreſtrained communication all over the country, 
the natural conſequence is, that certain diſtriQts muſt ſuffer, 
while the poor every where are precluded from reaping the be- 
nefit of the bounty of Heaven, to that extent they might other- 
wiſe enjoy it. Every ſyſtem that tends to circumſcribe the good- 
neſs of the Almighty, as the great author of nature, and Fa- 
ther of all, muſt be partial in its operation, and pernicious to 
myriads in its conſequences. Of this nature, however, is that 
concerted ſcheme of monoply, ſo nearly allied to, and ſo naty- 
rally reſulting from that alluded to above, which prevails a- 
mong us, and is carried into ſuch dangerous lengths in our 
land. A number of unfeeling wretches combine, in effect, 
together, to advance or keep up the price of every article of 
life, and thus injure, and effectually oppreſs the community at 
large, for the ſake of their own private and ſordid gain. Theſe 
hard-hearted ſons of avarice are inſatiable as the grave; for their 
Tuling paſſion, like the horſe leech, inceflantly cries, Give, 
| re They are a much preater nuiſancey to ſociety than the 
ighway robber, or concealed thief, the evil they occaſion 
being much more ſerious and extenſive; and, pardon me, if! 
ſay, are fully as deferving of the gibbet, when clearly convict- 
ed of ſuch guilt. Theſe vermine in the ſtate—theſe covert 
thieves and oppreflors, grind, in the expreſſive language of 
ſcripture, the faces of the poor, and ſo procure their odium and 
maledictions; for faith the wiſe man, He that with-holdeth 
corn, the people ſhall curſe him,” which is not the curſe cauſe- 
fs that (hall not come: “ but bleſſing ſhall be upon the head 
of him that ſelleth it.” | 
It is an object worthy of the government of m_ ſtate, to 
check a ſpirit of monoply and foreſtalling, which, if permitted 
with impunity, may produce ſuch ſcrious conſequences as threa- 
ten the very authority which connives at it. What diſtreſſing 
commotions hath it of late produced in a number of our large 
Cities, which, in ſome places, have not been queljed without 
blood? It is a common ſaying, That-hunger will break through 
ſtone walls; and indeed, all the ordinary reſtraints of judicial 
authority are before it but like green withes, or flaxen cords be- 
fore the conſuming flame. While the goodneſs of our heavens 
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ly Father, in the proſpects preſented by the fruits of the earth, 
promiſed to reſcue us from the jaws of famine, into which the 
unnatural bickerings of the nations, and the mercileſs avarice 
of individuals, had threatned to throw us, he was pleaſed, for 


our farther chaſtiſement and trial, to blaſt, in part, that fair 


proſpect; while the clouds from above poured out, almoſt in- 
ceſſantly, their deſtructive contents upon the earth. Various 
are the arrows in his quiver; yet does he not ſtir up all his 
wrath at once, nor ſtrike without giving previous warning. 
How much we lie at his mercy, every revolving ſeed-time and 
harveſt may fully evince: for thould he with-hold the rains and 


dews of heaven in their ſeaſon, or give theſe in the exceſs, how 


fatal both to man and beaſt might be the conſequence? Withthis 
we are juſt now threatnedſ, and if the Lord ſtay not his hand, 
and bind up the clouds, many will have cauſe to lament the ef- 
fects.: | | 

- Tho? I would be ſorry to give juſt ground of offence to any, 
yet I cannot overlook in this connection, and you will bear 
with me while I mention it, That in the ſcarcity with which 
we are juſt now menaced, we ought to ſee and own the wiſhes 
we have been ſo often reputed to entertain, and the efforts we 
have been ſaid to make, to famiſh a great and populous nation, 
at the very time they were ſtruggling with a variety of other ca- 
lamities, and alſo the guilt of ſuch unchriſtian conduct.» Was 
ſuch a conduct worthy of a generous nation, ſuch as ours hath 
been generally allowed to be? Ifſ any credit is due to what hath 
been ſo often, and ſo publickly and confidently afferted, did we 
not place much of our hopes of ſucceſs, in the preſent unhap- 
py and bloody conteſt, on the operation of this unhallowed 
{cheme, which behoved to militate againſt the weaker ſex, and 
even in offending children, more forcibly than againſt the man 
who had arms in his hands, and was called forth to oppoſe 
us in the hoſtile eld? Are the laws of God ſuch an iron ſin- 
new to individuals, 2s will not bend either to their prejudices 


or paſſions; but, in reſpe& of communities, ſuch a noſe of : 
wax, as they may form and faſhion at their pleaſure? «If 


thine ene my hunger,” ſaith the great Law-giver, © feed him; 
if he thirſt, give him drink: for in ſo doing thou ſhalt heap 
coals of fire upon his head,” not ſure to conſume him, but to 
welt down his enmity, and conciliate his heart. For this be- 
nign purpoſe it is added, © Be not overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good.” This would go farther to baniſh hoſti- 
lities from the earth, than all the proweſs of armed legions, or 
the wiſdom of courts and cabinets, and would be doubtleſs more 


+ When theſe diſcourſes were delivered from the pulpit, every thing pro- 
miſed a plentiful harveſt; but by the time they were tranſcribing for the preſs, 
the face of things wore a very different aſpe&. 
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worthy of the Chriſtian name, and more conſonant to the Chriß. 
tian hope. Thou ſhalt love thine enemy“ is a ſcripture pre- 
cept, and will any one venture to ſay, that the way to expreſs 
and teſtify this love, is to deprive him of che means of exiſt. 
ence, if in our power, and conſequently of exiſtence itſelf ! 
The ſixth precept of the moral law, * Thou ſhalt not kill,” 


condemns, as a breach of it, whatever has a tendency to de- 


prive our fellow creature of life, as well as the direct act. To 
fay that, tho' this and other precepts are binding upon all as in- 
dividuals, they have no obligation at all on theſe individuals in 
their collective capacity, ſeems not a little Jeſuitical. This, 


however, is the ſpecies of morality ſome would inculgate, and 


by which they would attempt to vindicate deeds in nations, that 
would be execrated, and ſeverely puniſhed in individuals. Wick- 
ed deeds loſe nothing of their turpitude or guilt by being pa- 
tronized by numbers, tho' theſe may brave it out here, and re- 
main proof to ſharge or conviction; and the arguments by which 


they are often defended, mult {brink before the touch of ſound 


reaſon, and ſhall have no weight at the impartial bar of God, 
where thoſe who compoſe large communities muſt appear in 
their individual capacity, and receive according to the deeds 
done in the body; and where alſo ſuch as now join hand in hand 
to perpetrate miſchief and wrong, ſhall not be unpuniſhed. 
Excuſe theſe remarks, which apply in many caſes; for the cir- 
cumſtance that ſuggeſted them hath engaged the attention, and 


excited the regret of not a few. 


It affords a fad ſymptom of our deep degeneracy, and a fore- 


boding preſage of our impending ruin, that many will not hear 


what God ſpeaks to them from his word, unleſs it happen to 
coincide with their own private views and opinions; nay, inſtead 
of hearing it, they are irritated, and open their mouth, per- 
haps, in inveCtives againſt thoſe who bring theſe unwelcome 
truths to their ears. But, let ſuch look up to the collected 
clouds, Jiſten to rhe deſcending rains, and caſt their eyes a- 
broad on the fields, where much of the food of man and beaſt 
lies {till expoſed, and in danger of periſhing, and then ſay if 
God be not wroth with us for our iniquities. They who will 
not hear his word, muſt feel his rod, and ſhould they continue 
obſtinate under both, they ſhall be deſtroyed, and that without 
remedy. Let not any be mockers at the ſeaſonable warnings 
of divine truth, which the events of providence loudly —_ 
cate z nor reject them, as if no way concerned in them, leſt 
their bands be made ftrong, the things that belong ro their 
peace be hid from their eyes, or their deſtruction overtake them 
ſudden and irreſiſtible as a whirlwind. 8 


I ſhall juſt point out another judgment, in the way of whick 
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s we in this nation are now called to wait for the great Lord of 
: all mean the dreadful judgment of War, and the confe- 1 
I quences reſulting from it. Whether the war in which we are | 
q now unhappily engaged be juſt or unjuſt, neceſſary or unnecef- 1 
ſary, I take not upon me at the time to fay, whatever be my [1 

4 private ſentiments on the ſubject. - The time is ſhort till all v 
8 parties concerned ſhall ſtand at the enlightened and impartial 9 
4 tribunal of the great Judge of quick and dead, who ſeeth not © | 9 
D as man ſeeth. There all the reaſons and motives of commenc- | þ 
y ing, and continuing it hitherto, fhall be weighed in an equal | li 
d balance, and both parties may promiſe themſelves ample juftice Wl 
it —God grant it be not juſtice without mercy? I am authoriſed | 
* to aſſert, however, that this war is, in one view, both juſt and 
* neceſſary, God himſelf being judge; -juſt as a mean of pu- 
1 niſhing both us and our enemies, becaufe both we and they 
h have greatly offended him; — and neceſſary, to accomphth ſome 
d important deſigns in his providence: for“ ſurely the wrath of 
, man ſhall praiſe him; the remainder of wrath ſhall he reſtrain,” 
n —all that is not conducive to this grand purpofe. Suffice it at 
1s preſent to ſay, that it is a heavy ſcourge or judgment from the 
d Lord, who has doubtleſs a righteous hand therein, not only on- 
d. our enemies, but alſo upon ourſelves. Howſoever we may 
5 happen to differ in other things, for this is a period of diviſion 
6 in ſentiment, in this, I am perſuaded, we are all agreed. : 

| That war is an awful judgment, and indeed, the parent of 
& many other'grievous judgments, appears from its very nature, and 
ar alſo from the ſacred oracles; whence ſtates ſhould never have } 

w recourle to it, but upon the moſt urgent and unavoidable ne- 
ad ceſſity. When David finned in numbering the people, from a 
na principle reprobated by Heaven, he had his choice of three 


years famine, three months unſucceſsful war, or three days 
ed peſtilence, which laſt he preferred as moſt eligible: I am in a | 
g- great ſtrait, ſays he: let me fall now into the hand of the Lord; | 
tor very great are his mercies, but let me not fall into the hand of NM 


if man. So the Lord fent peſtilence upon Iſrael: and there fell of if- 
all ne] ſeventy thouſand men,” This dreadful deftroyer, having re- , 
* ceived commiſſion from 3 cut off ſuch a vaſt number of the 
NP people in the ſpace of a few hours, whence we may infer the ex- 
95 tent of its execution in three days, if ſo long employed; and 
we yet the diſtreſſed and penitent warrior preferred it to either of 
eſt the other two, which fhews plainly in what light he viewed war. 
- It is not my purpoſe to defcribe the horrors and calamities which 
i „ 


attend this grievous judgment, tho' I were equal to the taſk.. 
Every battle of che warrior, ſaith the prophet, “ is with 
confuſed noiſe, and garments rolled in blood;” and often, as 
he adds, © wich burning and fuel of fire.“ 


Imagine to yourſelves two hoſtile armics, conſiſting of many | 
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thouſands in the prime of life, all the offspring of one com- 


mon Parent, few if any of whom had ever ſeen each other in 


the face, and conſequently could have no ground for perſonal 


-- animoſity or reſentment. Imagine alſo that you ſaw them 


marching in dread array with waving banners, to meet each o- 


ther, bent on mutual deſtruction, and armed with all the hor. 


rid apparatus of death—that you ſaw them actually engage, 
heard the dreadful and repeated roar of artillery, mowing down 
entire ranks at e iſcharge; heard the doleful ſhrieks of the 
wounded and dying, drowned only by the confuſed: noiſe of 
battle, or the ſhouts of the victorious. Suppoſe you ſaw thou- 
ſands of fellow mortals, ſtretched on the hoſtile plain, their 
mangled limbs covered with gore, trodden under the feet of 
horſe and men, ſome in the)agonies of death, without a friend 
to cloſe their ſwimming eyes; others ſtill poſſeſſed of the poor 
remains of life, doomed perhaps, to ſurvive the general car- 
nage, and drag with them a wounded, or maimed body to the 
grave! How long? ye Butchers of the human race, will ye 
continue the infernal traffic - continue to drink the blood, and 
devour the fleſh of your fellow creatures? Are you not moved, 
to reflect on the irreparable loſs occaſioned to your country by 
ſuch ſcenes, and eſpecially to unknown myriads of ſurviving 
relatives, now abandoned to ſorrow and to indigence? Where 
is the prince on earth that would nut reſent the demolition or 
abuſe of his lifeleſs ſtatue, which might be eaſily repaired? 
How ſhall God then bear the deſtruction of ſo many thou- 
ſands of his living images, where this could by any means be 
prevented ? | 

In the gloomy train of war we trace fruitful fields and vine- 
yards laid waſte - towns and villages conſumed with fire—large 
cities bombarded, or taken by ſtorm their ſtately ſtructures, 
the pride of art, the boaſt of ages, and the admiration of 
ſtrangers, left a wighty pile of ſmoking ruins—private dwel- 
lings demoliſhed, _ made the common grave of | thoſe 
who long lived in eaſe and elegance under their friendly roof, 
famine raging, fear and paleneſs in every countenance—the 
cries and lamentations of defenceleſs women, and helpleſs 
children—fireets filled with rubbiſh, and ſtrewed with the {lain 
—the blooming maid, and the venerable matron expoſed to the 
rude aſſaults of an infuriated and unbridled ſoldiery, — while 
the innocent ſmile of the lovely babe can ſcarce excite pity, or 


ſecure protection, from men inured to blood and flaughter. 


Amidſt the horrid ſcenes of war neither perſons nor property 
are often reſpected. The hoary head commands no reverence, 
and the charms of youth and beauty but ſerve to render the 
lovely virgin, and the lately wedded ſpouſe, a more likely prey 
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to the armed ruffian, where that ſyſtem hath not been ſome- 
what humanized. | . 4 1 ds 
Such are a few of the dire fruits of war, ſo worthy of its 
origin, the luſts of men that war in their members. Is it ſur- 
priſing then, the Spirit of God ſhould characterize wicked 
y men, and ſuch as find their gratification in theſe horrid:ſcenes, 
| wolves, leopards and lions, aſps and cockatrices; the one 
| the moſt malignant of the ſerpentine brood, and the other 
| the moſt ferocious of. the beaſts of prey? No wonder the royal 
Pſalmiſt ſhould thus expreſs himſelf reſpecting them, Let 
God ariſe, let his enemies be ſcattered: let them alſo that hate 
kim flee before him. Rebuke the company of ſpear-men, the 
multitude of the bulls: ſcatter thou the people that delight in 
war,” war which, like a ſtorm of hail, mingled. with blood, 
and fire, and vapours of ſmoke, ſcatters arrows, fire-brands 
and death. Would to Heaven that the above hints, reſpeCting 
war, in general, were the mere fictions of a heated imaginati- 
on! but, alas! how often have they been realized; and indeed, 
far exceeded, and that too even of late in certain inſtances. _ 
The unhappy conſequences of the diſgraceful and diſaſtrous 
y conteſt; 'in which we are now embarked, are neither few, nor. 
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g ſmall, nor of ſhort duration. What inroads and ravages hath 
e it made on trade and commerce, which will not be ſoon or ea- 
pr fily repaired, and, in conſequence of which, many, prior to 
2 the commencement. of | hoſtilities, bleſſed with competence, 8 
u- vere reduced to the dire neceſſity of bartering their liberty in 
de ſupport of the ſyſtem that occaſioned their ruin! Should trade 

and commerce periſh, all deſcriptions of men muſt feel the- ml 
e- conſequence, but eſpecially the lower elaſſes, whoſe very ſub- _ 
ge ſiſtence depends on their proſperity. Little: do many conſider \ 
Sy what myriads of families ſuffer, by reaſon of public meaſures; 2 
of and what a ſource of miſery they are to the unhappy men, | 
el- who have exchanged of late their honeſt callings, and tje | 
fe comforts of their private dwelling, for all the hardſhips and | 
of, dangers attendant on the deſtructive art of war. This ſyſtem, g 
he m its offenſive operations, and the refources neceſſary to . 
eſs maintain and proſecute them, treats the poor, in every nation | 
ain where it prevails, to uſe the language of an apoſtle, „as na- 
the tural brute beaſts, made to be taken and deſtroyed.” LET 
ule A vaſt increaſe of the national debt, previouſly an enormous 
or load, is another bitter fruit of that fatal tree, which we are 
ter. now attempting to plant and fence, by the vigorous exertione 
rty of national power, and to water from the fountain of legiſla- 
ice, tive authority. The war ſyſtem is, in general, a tree of death, 


the plauted amidſt ſtreams of human blood, and fattened by car- 
rey cafes of human kind, thrown in heaps upon heaps around its 


. 
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widely extended roots; while its ſpreading boughs ſeldom bear 
the ſalutary fruits of righteouſneſs, freedom and philanthropy, 
Nay, do not millions feel that the native fruits of this accurſed 
tree are tyranny and oppreſſion; bloodſhed. murder and deva- 
ſtation, in fine, an aggregate of human miſeries? The accu- 
mulation of millions upon millions, till the load becomes too 
ponderous to be borne, is a ferious miſchief, that threatens 
many woes, and amongſt others, the deſtruction of its parent 
| ſyſtem; for the time will come, perhaps, is not far diſtant, 
when it ſhall periſh under its own weight. Similar cauſes pro- 
duce like effects, which offer a ſcaſonable admonition, too ſel- 
dom however attended to. When the flood of corruption, 

rodigality and extravagance roſe to a certain height in a neigh- 
Lurie nation, whoſe reſources mutt be owned to have been 
great, He that governs among the nations ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt 
thou come and no farther, and here ſhall all thy encroaching 
waves be ſtayed, the awful conſcquence of which you all know, 
High authority hath told ust, that the people in theſe lands are 
already under a heavy burden, to which however, ſome addi- 
tion muſt be made, and a very little weight becomes an intole- 
rable load when attached to a burden? Would we count that 


merchant wiſe and honeſt, or his affairs in a reſpeQable ſtate, 


the utmoſt ſtretch of whoſe exertions and property was ſcarce 
adequate to the intereſt of the ſums already borrowed, yet was 
daily contracting new and vaſt debts, wherever 1 or 
confidence might diſpoſe to lend? Suppoſe not this obſervati- 
on foreign to our ſubject; for common prudence and diſcern- 
ment mult ſee in ſuch a ſyſtem, the certain ſeeds of diſſolution, 
and it proves a grievous judgment wherever it prevails. Were 
the hundreth part of the ſums laviſhed on deſtructive or fooliſh 
wars, wiſely laid out in encouraging trade and commerce, 
—in promoting agriculture, and the improvement of waſte 
lands—in educating youth, and improving the morals of 
the people,—in extending the bleſſings of arts, ſcience and 
true religion to remote regions, the habitations of ignorance, 
barbariſm and cruelty, and in relieving the real neceſſities 
of the poor and indigent at home, to all which purpoſes it 
might be adequate, how honourable to Britain the expenditure} 
how happy to mankind its fruits! But the ground of the ac- 
cumulation of our vaſt and rapidly increaſing national debt, 
hath given too much cauſe to the other nations of Europe, I 
might add, to millions in diftant and remote regions, to form 
4he wiſh that our ſea-girt iſle had been long ſince overwhelm- 
ed by its ſurrounding rampart, and ſunk to the bottom of the 


ocean, thus cut off from all future power of ſcattering arrow, 
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fire brands and death amongſt the nobleſt works of God here 


below. 


Waving the prevailing diſcontent, the diverſity of opinion, ; 


and animoſity conſequent .on the preſent war, and the high 
price of proviſions, .and threatened ſcarcity, adverted to in 
preceding parts of the ſubject, all which muſt be owned to be 
a judgment on any land where they prevail; I would direct your 
attention to- the dreaded aggrandizement of a nation, ſo often 
characterized * our natural foe,” as a native conſequence of 


preſent hoſtilities, and a circumſtance fraught with ſerious 
proſpects to theſe lands. The preſervation of the balance of 


power hath been often urged as a juſt plea for entering into 
war; but hereby that balance is deſtroyed, principally by our 
own interference, and our enemies raiſed in the ſcale of politi- 
cal exiſtence, in proportion as our nation is like to be deprefled. 
Had it not been the combination formed againſt them, the 

had probably never acquired ſuch extent of territory, and ſuc 

powerful influence in the events of peace and war, in which 
they are now the ſole dictators, for which their enemies have 
themſelves wholly to thank. Should they prove our natural 
foe,” under their preſent form of government, and with their 


equences, notwithſtanding all our boaſted reſources. At an 
rate, our plans of commerce, in conſequence of chan 


2 acquiſitions, lamentable to this nation muſt be the "np 


dizement, muſt be greatly deranged, the wonted channels of 
our trade obſtructed, and the ſtreams of our national wealth, 
and public proſperity, either dried up, or diverted from their 


uſual courſe;—a ſerious proſpect, under the rapid increaſe of 


public burdens. The loſs thence ariſing to the nation muft be 
incalculable, unleſs kind Providence interpoſe, and open up 
new ſources of national wealth and proſperity. Have we not 
alſo loſt much of our political conſequence, by the meaſures 
we have of late purſued? The time hath been when Britain 


was looked up to as an umpire, by neighbouring nations, her 
mediations ſought,- her judgment and deciſions acquieſced in 


as an oracle, and her alliance prized and ſolicited. But now, 


thoſe that were attached to us by the faith of treaties, and the 


ties of gratitude, for ample. benefits received, deſert and abandon 
us, one after another, as if infected with a peſt, each negoci- 


_ ating for himſelf, the beſt way he can, and leaving us to ſtrug- 


gle as principal in a cauſe, to which we acceded only as an 
auxiliary, at leaſt oſtenſibly. In this reſpect too we ourlelves 
are ſtrangely divided, the centre of authority, in one character, 
taking part with our treacherous and ungrateful- Allies, and 


copying their example, and, in another, acting in direct op- 


poſition to that pacific ſyſtem. We are told by high authority, 
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That a kingdom divided againſt itſelf is brought into deſolation, 
and 1s not the danger of this increaſed, when the diviſion per. 
vades not only the body politic, but hath reached the head alſo, 
and ſhews itſelf. in acts which he that runs may read? Permit 
me alſo to add, is there no reaſoa to fear, that thoſe who ſtand 


longeſt out in the quarrel, and are lateſt in offering, or acced- 


ing to * of peace, ſhall be obliged, if not victorious, 
of which there is little probability in the preſent caſe, to ſub- 
mit to more mortifying terms, than thoſe obtained who em- 
braced a more early opportunity of withdrawing from the un- 
equal conteſt? Have we nothing to apprehend, reſpeCting the 
ſafety of our foreign dependencies, from the continuation of a 

uarrel, hitherto ſo diſaſtrous? Should the reſult prove a far- 

her diſmemberment of our dominion, muſt not this be deeply 
felt by the community at large, as well as by mdividuals, who 
will * be ſtripped of their perſonal property? Indeed, it 
would be juſt in a righteous God, to realize all this, becauſe 


we have long ſanctioned, and mean ſtill to mantain, in theſe 


foreign dependencies, a ſyſtem of injuſtice and eruel oppreflion, 


againſt which the wrath of God is revealed from heaven; and 


that ſuch will be the probable conſequence, the ſpeaker hath 
long fince ſeen reaſon, from the moſt mature reflection on the 
word and wonted procedure of God, to draw the unwelcome 
concluſion, The ſpeedy termination of a war which, if not 
unjuſt in its principle, ie at leaſt impracticable as tg its object, an 
object that hath ſo. often ſhifted ground, is the only meaſure 
that can furniſh material relief under ſo many preſſing evils, e- 
ſpecially from the urgent calamity of famine with which theſe 
lands are ſtill threatened. | Wy 
And what a ſerious thought, to reflect upon ſo many thou- 
ſands ſent prematurely to the grave,—cut down in the prime of 
life, and for ever ſeparated from their connections and enjoy- 
ments on earth! Jt is ſome where recorded of a certain hea- 
then prince; that viewing, from an eminence, his numerous 
army paſs before him, he was ſeen to ſhed tears, and beiſſg 
aſked the reaſon, replied © How can I forbear weeping to te- 
flect, that all theſe brave men will, in the courſe of to many 
years be cut off by death? Here however, his views terminat- 
ed. But Chriſtianity teaches to confider the matter in a much 
more ſerious light, and to view death as not only terminating 
our preſent flate of exiſtence, and all its enjoyments and hopes, 
but alſo as ſucceeded by an impartial judgment, which ſhall fix 
our condition unalterably for eternity. If in the courſe of this 


blocdy war no fewer than ten hundred thouſand men have fal- 


Jen, one way or other in conſequence of it, and ſome ſuppoſe 


/ 


WE ARE (CALLED ro WAIT" rox Gon 9 


this to be within the real num er; and if there be reaſon to 
fear the greater part of theſe were quite uuprepared for the 
momentous change; O what an awful judgment! what guilt 


hath been contracted on one fide or other! Each of theſe may 


be allowed to have had, at an average, ten or twelve nearrelatives 
and connections that would both feel and lament his death. 
With them, too, periſhed all that might deſcend from them, 
did they live to terminate their days in the ordinary courſe of 
nature. Nor are the miſeries, and premature death, which 


war entails upon the brutal creation, particularly that uſeful 


animal the horſe, to be overlooked in this connection; for he 
that regards the fall of a ſparrow to the ground, cannot be in- 
different to the miſeries of any of his creatures. From what 


hath been advanced on this particular, you can eaſily infer, if 


candour is allowed to judge, that the war, in which our nati- 
on is at preſent unhappily engaged, is a calamity productive ef 
indefinite evils, and as ſuch to be deprecated and lamented. - 
Thus have I pointed out ſome of theſe judgments, both 
ſpiritual and temporal, with which theſe lands are now viſited, 
and in the way of which we are called to wait ſor the Lord, 
who, in effect, / addreſſes us in and by them, Prepare thyſelf 
to meet thy God, O Britain. I have inſiſted the longer upon 


- theſe, becgũſe curſory reflexions upon ſuch topics feldom fix 


the attentiqn, and impreſs the heart. Some may perhaps think, 
that many 6f the obſervations might have been tpared, and T 
ſhould think ſo too, did they not, in one view or other, affect 


our cafe in the ſight of God, indeed, much more deeply than 


many ſeem to be aware of; and what engages his attention, and 
influences his adminiſtration, which often effects the moſt im- 
portant changes, by means and incidents, which men count 
trivial and unintereſting, needs no apology for ſuggeſting it to 
the conſideration of profeſſing Chriſtians. Not a ſingle ſenti- 
ment hath been wantonly thrown out, with a view to inſult, or 
irritate any, but from a conviction of its ſcaſonableneſs and 
importance in the preſent alarming criſis of our public affairs— 
Tho' I have adverted to our evil day, and ſome of the clouds 
of wrath that overcaſt it, yet, Heaven knows how far I have 
been from deſiring it,—how often I have deprecated it in 
proſpect, and lamented, from the bottom of my heart, the 
increaſing probability of its near approach and fearful gloom. 
I tarry not to improve this intereſting part of the ſubject, which 
mult be left, and is recommended to every one's own private re- 
flexions and meditations. | 5 

Only permit me to aſk, How ſtand you affected under the 
judgments of the Almighty ? Do they produce the effects to 
which your attention was directed in the firſt diſcourſe? Can 
Jou ſay, with the Church, © Yea, in the way of thy judgments, 
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O Lord, have we waited for thee; the defire of our ſoul is to 
thy name, and to the remembrance of thee.” With our ſoul 
have we defired thee in the night, the gloomy night of adver- 
ſity; yea, with our ſpirit within us will we ſeek thee early: 
for when thy judgments are in the earth, we have been exer- 
ciſed by them to learn righteouſneſs? Do you feel and lament 
ſpiritual judgments, as the moſt grievous of all, however lit- 
tle regarded by the men of the world? Do you fee and ac- 
knowledge the hand of God in theſe temporal calamities where. 
with we are now viſited, and ſtill farther threatened, on ac- 
count of our fins? Do you feek and expect deliverance from 
God alone, and wait for him, by a patient continuante in well 
doing, for this purpoſe? Is it in that city, to which God hath 
appointed ſalvation for walls and bulwarks, that you ſeek cham- 
bers of ſafety, wherein to hide yourſelves “ as it were for 2 
little moment, until the indignation be overpaſt?” Or do ye 
rely like too many, on other means of ſafety, in the day of the 
| e fierce anger, and look to a very different art for deliver- 

ance | 0 | | 

The real Chriſtian, when he apprehends danger, or feels 
harm, attempts, like the alarmed bird, to ſeek his ſafety, by 
ſoaring aloft to Heaven, on the. wings of faith, prayer and 
hope: but the men of the world, in ſuch ſituations, likè the 
worm that feels the tread of the paſſenger, ſhrink to the earth 
for protection, or ſeek ſhelter and comfort under ſome tempo- 
rary gourd of their own rearing. Theſe ſee not God's hand 
' when lifted up, regard not its operations, nor wiſely conſider 
his doings; whence he tnreatens to deſtroy them, and not build 
them up. By ſuch a conduct, they are guilty of deſpiſing his 
chaſtening, and ſo procure to themſelves many forrows— tripe 
upon ſtripe, till they are either deſtroyed or conſumed. It con- 
cerns us much to learn our real {tate and character before God, 
which our frame of mind and exerciſe in the view of, and un- 
der his judgments, may ſerve to aſcertain, Without ſome 
well-founded hope, that he is our reconciled Father in Chriſt 
Jeſus, we may look upon every preſent calamity as, to us, 2 
pledge and earneſt of an eternal judgment; but ſuch hope is a- 
midſt the wintry ſtorms of life, as an anchor of / the foul, 


both ſure and ſtedfaſt, entering into that within the vail, whither 


the forerunner is for us entered, even Jeſus, made an. High 
Prieſt for ever after the order of Melchizedec.” That the 
Lord's judgments on this nation, in the preſent day, are not 
without a cauſe—that we have reaſon to dread their continu- 
ance or increaſe, in one form or other, if repentance prevent 
not, will appear from a flight attention to ſome of our prevail- 
ing ſins, which we have ground to apprehend are the procur- 
ing cauſe of theſe judgments. To point out theſe will form 


the ſul.” & of another diſcourſe. 
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Yea, IN THE WAY OF THY JUDGMENTS, O LorD, Have we 
| WAITED FOR THEE. 

N the preceding diſcourſes, the exerciſe ſpecified in the text 
1 was unfolded Some of its ſpecial advantages pointed 
out—and our attention was alſo directed to ſeveral of theſe 
judgments, in the way of which we are called, as profeſſing 
Chriſtians, and arez indeed, indiſpenſably bound, to wait for 
the great Lord of heaven and earth, who thus meets us in the 
habitation of his providence. You will recollect, that in the 
laſt diſcourſe from the ſubject, various judgments, both of a 
temporal and ſpiritual nature, were adverted to, as at 7 

juſt! 

incenſed Heaven, the ſerious attention, and due pon <> 
of all deſcriptions of men. And is our Land vifited with the 
judgments to which our attention hath been directed, and ſimi- 
lar ones, and is there not a cauſe? Yes, Brethren, in abound- 
ing ſins of various kinds, and deepeſt die, we may trace the 
fatal cauſe; for while righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, fin is the 
reproach, and, perſiſted in, inſures the ruin of any people. 

It therefore remains, I ſhould now proceed in the Laſt place, 
as propoſed, to point out, or animadvert on ſome of theſe ſins, 
with which we are chargeable, as a community, in the fight of 
God, or which are well known to prevail among us, and may 
be juſtly regarded as the procuring cauſes of ſuch heavy judg- 
ments; under the righteous adminiflration of the Almighty; 
and, if ſtill perſiſted in, muſt doubtleſs expoſe to calamities 
{till more intolerable. Tho” to trace, and animadvert on, the 
lins of a people, is a very unpleaſant talk to a humane and 
feeling mind, of the difficulties attending which I am well a- 


ware; yet being both ſeaſonable and negg Jary, in preſent cir- 
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cumſtances, to vindicate the ways of God towards us, and 
lead to their proper improvements, it may become, thro? his 
bleſſing, higly beneficial. This is, moreover, an indiſpenſable 
duty in thoſe who are placed as watchmen on Zion's towers, 
and ſhould they paſs over in ſilence what the Lord is doing in 
his providence, and ſaying in his word, againſt the ungodlineſs, 
and unrighteouſneis of men, they act unworthy of their charac- 
ter and office, and betray the truſt repoſed in them, to their own 
confuſion, in the day when the Lord will require an account of 
their ſtewardſhip, and of the talents given them to occupy till he 
come. Much better incur the cenſures of fallible men, by a 
faithful declaration of the truth, in expoſing and reproving vice, 
wherever found, and admoniſhing plainly of the penal conſe- 
quences; than by concealing, diſguiſing, or palliating the 
matter, provoke God, and endanger our own falvation. The 
miniſters of Chriſt muſt not act like a timid or unfaithful en- 
voy, who 1s more afraid of offending the court to which he is 
ſent, than that which ſends him. Such conduct may be term- 
2 prudence among men, but it is deteſtable in the ſight of 
od. | 4-71 

To form a proper opinion of the character and proſpects of 
any nation, and of the aggravations which attend their ſinful 
courſes, it is neceſſary to advert to their civil and religious ad- 
vantages, the deliverances wrought for them in providence, and 
the returns 2 they have made. Weighing things in the bal- 
ance of reafan and of the ſanctuary, it is feared, that our na- 
tional guilt will be found, upon impartial inquiry, more aggra- 
vated, in all theſe reſpects, than that of any nation urider hea- 
ven. Should ſins of a ſcarlet and crimſon die be perſiſted in, 
amidſt the tight of ſacred truth —be openly avowed, and prac- 
tiſed, after many folemn warnings and admomitions of their 
guilt and dangerous conſequences, and that too, while God is 
pleading a controverſy, by theſe very judgments, which they 
procured; fay, Brethren, if it is not time for his ſervants, 
in obedience to his command to the prophet Jonah, to ariſe, and 
cry againſt ſuch conduct, wherever it is manifeſt; for its 
wickedneſs muſt be gone up before him—time to preach the 
preaching that he bids them, even to cry aloud, . as another 
prophet is charged, and not ſpare; to lift up their voice like a 
trumpet, and ſhew hi: people their tranſgreſſions, and all open 
offenders their fins? Wherever the inſpired writers denounce 
the judgments of God %againſt particular fins, and ſinners, e- 
ven the ordinary teachers of Chriſtianity are authorized to ap- 
ply ſuch denunciations to ſimilar fins and tranſgreſſors; for they 
cannot err in thus applying what hath been recorded for their 
uſe, and for the inſtruction, reproof, and correction in righte- 
ouſneſs, of mankind in every age. Theſe holy men of God, 
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a ding under the immediate direction of his Spirit, afford the 
beſt pattern for imitation. It merits remark, that when God 
is enumerating the ſins of ancient Iſrael, he does not tay, hall 
not my ſoul be avenged on this nation, but on ſuch a nation as 
this? plainly intimating, that every people who reſemble them 
in guilt, are included in the threatenings originally denounced 
againſt them. 8 2580 „ | 
In the writings of the prophets, and apoſtles, and alſo in the 
diſcourſes of our Lord, his ſervants are provided with the ar- 
tillery of Heaven, and their buſineſs is to point it aright,—to 
declare the whole counſel of God, whether men will hear or 
forbear, leaving conſequences to him that ſent them. If ſuch 
the charge of God to his ſervants, in every age, and, perhaps, 
more eſpecially in the preſent day; and if ſuch their duty, in 
conſequence of this charge; then, to ſuch as would cenſure 
this freedom as unbecoming the pulpit, and interfering with 


things too high for them, may they reply, with the apoſtles, 


« Whether it be right in the ſight of God to hearken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye.” No rank, wealth, or titles - 
can claim exemption, if found connected with the violations 


of the divine law, and contempt or neglect of the ordinances 


of the goſpel; for the more exalted the ſtation, and the more 
extenſive its influence, the greater the guilt, and the more fa- 
tal- the conſequences of ſach a conduct. Some would juſtify 
themſclvzs for neglecting this duty, or condemn the diſcharge 
of it in others, when that reſpects certain claſſes in ſociety, or 
certain meaſures, by alleging, that theſe are ſtate matters, or 
matters of mere human politics, which, according to them; 
lie quite out of the road of a goſpel miniſter, in the diſcharge 
of his public function. If the matters in queſtion be of ſuch . 
a nature as to be offenſive to God, contrary to the dictates of 
his word, repugnant to the ſpirit and genius of the goſpel, and 
ſubverſive of the great intereſts of Chriſtianity in the world; 
then a miniſter of the God of truth not only may, but is in 
duty bound to animadvert plainly upon them; yea, to lift up 
his voice like a trumpet, in remonſtrating, and denouncing his 
threatened wrath againſt them, whatever conſtruction his fel 
low men may put on his conduct, counting it a ſmall thing in 
fuch caſes to be judged of their judgment. But, where none 
of the above things are concerned, he forgets his place, and 
miſtakes the dutics of his office, ſhould he take it upon him in 
the leaſt to interfere. To draw the line in ſuch caſes, the 
word of truth, and the example of its ſacred penmen, are pro- 
itable, yea, ſufficient to direct. | Vb 

So far from finding pleaſure in deſcanting upon our public 
vices, moſt gladly would I * the aggregate inhabitants of 
a 8 , re 
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sur common country as a righteous nation, which keepeth the 
truth, and hath not ſwerved from the commandments and inſtity- 
tions of their God, was there any room for ſuch a favourable re. 
preſentation. We ought, however, to remark with pleaſure, that 
while iniquity aboundeth, and the love of many waxeth cold 
that degenerate and wicked as we are, alas! in general, grown, 
ſome 3 ſymptoms appear in our melancholy caſe, 


which, if the Lord will, may ſerve to ward off the deſerved and 


impending blow, and to lengthen out our tranquility—ſame 
promiſing circumſtances, that may weigh with merciful! Hea- 
ven, in the day of viſitation, to ſuſpend or mitigate our merit- 
ed doom. There are yet many in our land who fear the Lord, 
and lament the increaſing prevalence of abounding iniquity, 
How far he pay hear their cry in behalf of a ſinful nation, none 
can pretend to ſay; they are not yet, however, forbidden to 
pray for her proſperity 5 at any rate, their own foul will be gi- 
ven them for a prey, and they {hall certainly be hid in the day 
of the Lord's anger. Some endeavours are alſo uſing to pro- 
mote this ferious concern at home, and to ſpread the bleſſings 
of the everlaſting goſpel to diſtant regions; which, originating 
from a cordia! deſire for the coming and extenfion of Meſhah's 
kingdom in the world, will not fail of acceptance with him, 
who beholds the upright, and all their benevolent ſchemes for 
his glory, with a pleaſant countenance. It is agreeable to re. 
flect, that ſo many worthy Chriſtians, and theſe too, of diffe- 
rent denominations, ſhould have cordially embarked, and made 
ſuch laudable exertions in a ſcheme fo generous and diſintereſt- 
ed, as that of ſending the means of Chriſtian knowledge to the 
poor remote Heathen. This claims grateful thanks to God, 
who inſpires the human heart with ſuch noble benevolence; 
and beſpeaks, it is to be hoped, ſome good to the-nation with 
whom the plan originates. Such pure and difintereſted charity 
to the precious ſouls of myriads of fellow men, who now fit in 
the dark region of the ſhadow of death, will, we would hum- 
bly truſt, cover, in the day of viſitation, a multitude of fins, 
To the ſucceſs of ſuch pious efforts ſhould every Chriſtian con- 


tribute by his prayers, and, as circumſtances may admit, by 


his property, deeming it a privilege thus to honour God witk 
part of his ſubſtance}. Ss i 


+ The author refers to a meeting of Clergy and Laity which was held in 
London on the 22, 23 and 24 of September laſt, with the generous deſign 
Jpectfied above, when 200 Clergymen of different denominations, and a vaſt 
multitude of people attended. A Society was formed for ſending Miſſionaries 
to evangelize the Heathen nations; ſubſcriptions were opened for this purpoſe, 
and in the courſe of a fortnight, L. 200 annually, and L.2700 of donations 
were ſubſcribed; ſeven young men offered themſelves to go as Miſſionaries; the 
Bociety are ta purchaſe a ſhip of their ow! ; and a Gentleman who made a for- 


ine in Giling to the South ſeas, has offered to havigate their veſſel gratis 
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The more wealthy part of the community have alſo, of late 
years, ſhewed many inſtances of liberality, in relieving the ne- 
ceſſities of their poor and indigent brethren, during the incle- 
ment ſeaſon; which have cauſed the hearts of many orphans 
and widows to ſing for joy. Theſe acts of well- timed charity 
claim the gratitude of the poor, and ſhould not be permitted 
to paſs unnoticed, or without their due tribute of praiſe. How 
far this may contribute to lengthen out our tranquility at home, 
notwithſtanding our awful guilt and many foreboding appear- 
ances, who can tell? for “ bleſſed is he that conſidereth the 
poor: the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble.“ Some 
poſſeſs wiſdom to diſcern the truth as in Jeſus, and have obtain. 
ed mercy to be faithful in declaring it, and warning and be- 
ſeeching men to be reconciled to God, to attend to, and im- 
prove the ſigns of the times, and ſeek ſhelter from preſent and 
future wrath under the covert of Meſſiah's blood and righteouſ- 
neſs. Tho' it is the manner of too many, to forfake the aſ- 
ſembling of themſelves together, for the purpoſe of religious 
worſhip on the Lord's day; and of others, to content theme 
ſelves with a very partial attendance; yet a reſpectable propor- 
tion of the community {till ſhew a decent regard to the exter- 
nals of religion, while not a few Chriſtians, of different de- 
nominations, manifeſt, by their conduct, that they feel its 
power and ſacred influence on their hearts. May kind Heaven, 
with whom is the reſidue of the Spirit, increaſe the number 


of theſe true friends of their country and of man! Among 


the higher ranks in life, ſome reſpectable characters are to be 
ſtill found, who are exemplary for many things pious, virtuous 
and praiſe-worthy. Theſe furniſh bright examples of genuine 

Chriſtianity, and are not aſhamed of the name and faith of 
Jeſus amidſt an evil and adulterous generation. While theſe 
few venerable characters lend the influence of their rank and 
ſtation to religion, it reflects an honour upon them in return, 
which neither al nor wealth, of themſelves, can procure, 
nor the favour of the greateſt of mortals impart. Does it not 


alſo afford ground of thankfulneſs and hope, that the Lord is 


till raifing up, in different religious connections, ſome faith- 
ful miniſters—ſome vigilant watchmen on Zion's walls, in 
whoſe mouth the trumpet gives neither a doubtful nor ambigu- 
ous found. While thoſe who decline to plead the cauſe of 
God, and teſtify againſt abounding fins, may be left to feel the 
ſmart of the judgments theſe fins procure, perhaps among the 
firſt who ſuffer by them ; ſuch as ſeck and obtain mercy to be 
„ N 2 1 

This may alſo prove the mean of introducing the arts of civilization am 
them, by which the ſtate of human life is ameliorated. It is hoped 

vill with the utmoſt chearſulueſs contribute for fo deneyolent a purpoſes 


x 
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faithful, when fidelity expoſes to reproach, miſconſtruction, 
and perſecution, ſhall be hid in his pavilion in evil days, nor 
ſhall their faithful labours of love, tho' traduced, deſpiſed, and 
rejected on earth, be in vain in the Lord, or overlooked by him 
in the preſence of an aſſembled world. In addition to the a- 
- bove favoyrable circumſtances, need I mention a diſpoſition to 
honeſt induſtry; and a growing averſion to war, ſervitude, cor- 
ruption and oppreſhon? evils ſo inimical to human happineſs, 
and ſo prevalent in the world, which virtuous and generoug 
diſpoſitions appear to be of late reviving, To theſe things I 
advert with pleaſure, as bright traits in our national character, 
and ſome alleviation of our public guilt; to which ſome would 
add, our late extraordinary zeal againſt irreligion and atheiſm, 
and for the Chriſtian faith and worſhip in the world; but as the 
motives of our conduct in this particular are at leaſt ſuſpicious, 
J forbear to mention it, as conſſituting any part of our public 
virtue —any defence againſt the judgments of Heaven that are | 
abroad in the earth. | V. ey ae | 
But, notwithſtanding the alleviating circumſtances mention- | 
ed above, and others that may occur to yourſelves upon reflexi - 
on, our national ſins, furniſh a very copious theme, to which 
Heaven, in various ways, demands our ſerious attention. Did | 
the Spirit of truth delineate the character of our nation as he |] 
hath done that of the Jews, can we ſuppoſe, wicked as we are { 
. taught to conſider them, that the ſhades in the picture would | 
he fewer, or the colouring leſs dark and ſtrong? In the outlines t 
of their character, as drawn by the pen of inſpiration, we may þ 
P 
C 
a 
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ſee, as in a glaſs, too ſtriking features of our own. It alſo 
preſents a vindication of the divine ſeverity, in the awful judge 
ments inflicted on that people, ſome of which are referred to 
in the text, and, beſides, a pledge and earneſt of what we have 


reaſon to dread, ſhould we ſtil! copy the fatal example, or ra- 1 
ther, exceed the hateful pattern they have ſet us. It may g 
therefore, be of ſome ſervice to turn our thoughts for a mo- 

ment to that gloomy portrait, in which we are ture, the dark 01 
colours are not overcharged, before we proceed to the too obe g 


vious counterpart in our own conduct. 

The great outlines in the draught given us of the iniquities I pr 
of the Jewiſh nation, by their own prophets, as every one fo 
muſt know, who is in the leaſt acquainted with their writings, he 
are injuſtice,—oppreſſion,—oppolition to, and rejection of the IF th 
truth—inattention to the hand of God when lifted up in their I th 
afflictions, and incorrigible obduracy under it—brutiſh igno- I fo 
rance of his ways and judgments, and of the ends he meant to I lui 
ſerve by them an obſtinate reſiſtance of divine authority— I fo, 
the open and frequent breach of conjugal fidelity. - arrogant ¶ wi 
falſchood againſt the Lord himſelf, or a groſs miſrepreſentation IF tae 
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: of his word and ways---idolatry, ſo long the fin that more ea- 


fily beſet them, and, in their caſe, avowed treaſon againſt 


Hcaven—baſe ingratitude under the receipt of great and nu- 


merous mercies and deliverances---deceit and treachery - emu- 
lous ſuperiority in almoſt every ſpecies of iniquity---cruelty 
towards thoſe that were in their power---a glorying in their pe- 
culiar privileges, and fancied rectitude of character, notwith- 
ſtanding they were ſo deſtitute of the one, and had ſo ſhame- 
fully abuſed the other vile hypocriſy, and a fond attachment to 
falſe doctrine crowned the whole. 8 1 
This laſt was by no means the leaſt enormity in the black 
catalogue of their national ſins. In point of real aggravation, 
and pernicious tendency, it yielded to none. A prevalent de- 
fection in religious principles proved, as indeed it ever will, the 
impure fountain which tainted their morals, and whence iſſued 
ſuch poiſonous ſtreams as totally infected both the ſenate and 
the ſanctuary, the civil, and the religious community. The 
leaders of both cauſed them to err, the people themſelves loved 
to have it ſo, and hence they came to be at length involved in 
one common ruin; for never did any harden themſelves againſt 
God, and proſper. So univerſal was their depravity of man- 
ners, that king, princes, prieſts and people; yea, the whole 
kingdom, comprehending all ranks, . clafſes, degrees, and de- 


ſcriptions of men, were up in arms againſt the ſovereign Lord of 


heaven and earth; and the reſult ſhewed the extreme danger of 
thus ruſhing on the thick boſſes of his buckler. The temple 
became a den of thieves; the palace a focus or centre of im- 
piety, if not of impurity; the Sanhedrim, or grand council 
of the nation, a neſt of vile idolaters and practical athieſts, as 
appears from the eighth of Ezekic!'s prophecy ; and*Jeruſalem 
the mother city, with all the cities of Judah, combined, as it 
were, in rebellion againſt the God of Iſrael, and partook of the 
general infection. 8 | ; 

Their princes are charged as being rebellious, and compani- 
ons of thieves,---rebellious, if not againſt the ſtate, at leaſt a- 
gainſt God---companions of thieves, not ſurely of vulgar 
thieves, of houſe-breakers, or ſtreet, or high-way robbers, but, 
probably, of the thieves, the waſters of the public money; 
for while theſe, in their place, opprefſed the community with 
heavy burdens, or taxes, they appropriated to themſelves, and 
their friends, much of the public revenue, that paſſed thro? 
their hands; and the princes were ready to connive at all this, 
tor the ſake.of dividing the ſpoil, and expending it upon their 
luſts: for with theſe public thieves and robbers they became aſ- 
ſociates in iniquity, and were ſeen, perhaps, more frequently 
with them in the tavern and brothel than in the ſanctuary of 
me living Gd. e | N 
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Throughout alle the prophets, we find the heavieſt charges 
againſt that nation, and their great men, accompanied with. 
awful threatenings of certain judgments, which were aQuaily 
executed in their ſeaſon. But you will find a ſummary of theſe 
in the firſt chapter of this book, whereof oui text makes a part, 
and in the ſecond chapter of the prophecy of Jeremiah. They 
were rebellious children —more ſtupid and ungrateful than the 
ox and aſs; —“ they were a ſinful nation, a people laden with 
iniquity, a ſeed of evil doers, -children that were corrupters; 
they forſook the Lord, and provoked the Holy One of Ifrael to 
anger.” Inſtead of growing better, they went backward, and 
revolted more and more, under the corrections of the Almigh- 
ty. So great was their wickedneſs, that the prophet addreſſes 
Ja « Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom: give 
ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah;” for 
which offenſive language, the Jewiſh writers tell us, that he 
was at length put to an excruciating death. He charges their 
once faitful city Jeruſalem as become an harlot, and as full, not 
of judgment and righteouſneſs, as formerly, but of murderers. 
He brands her princes, her nobles and great men as rebels and 
companions of thieves; and tells us, that every one loved gifts, 
and ſought after rewards: that they judged not the fatherleſs, 
neither did the cauſe of the widow come unto them. As 
with the people, ſo was it with the prieſts; as with the feryant, 
ſo with his maſter, &c.“ Many were carried away by the er- 
for of the rs, and that wonderful and horrible thing was 
committed in the land; © The prophets propheſied falſely, and 
' _ the prieſts bare rule by their means; and the people loved to 
have it ſo. Ezekiel, or rather God by him, gives us, in the 
twenty-ſecond chapter of his prophecy, a catalogue of the 
/ crimes of Judah and Jeruſalem, and certain meſſages of wrath, 
« which he was commiſſioned to denounce againſt them. Among 
other things, he charges them with having deſpiſed his hol 
things, and profaned his ſabbaths ; charges their prophets with 
a confederacy; their prieſts with violating his law, profaning 
his holy things; with putting no difference between the holy 
and profane, between the unclean and the clean; and alfo wit 
daubing the people with untempered mortar, or falſe. doArine 
- and with ſeeing vanity, and divining hes unto them,“ ſaying, 
Thus faith the Lord God, when the Lord hath not ſpoken.” 
The mournful deſcription is cloſed with this memorable decla- 
ration, as expreſſive of the divine procedure towards them; 
Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them, I 
have. conſumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own 
way have I recompenſed upon their heads, ſaith the Lord God.” 
Theſe inſpired ſtrictures on ancient Iirael merit our attention 
and regard; for in them, I fear, we may trace our own charats 
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ter, and read our impending doom; and indeed, exeept we 
repent, we ſhall in like manner periſh. With them, there 
were many exceptions from the general profligacy of manners 
but their number was ſo inconſiderable, compared to the whole 
nation, that Iſaiah ſtiles them “ a very ſmall remnant.” In 
the day of viſitation, that remnant could not ward off the fo 
often threatened wrath of Heaven; and tho' we too, can plead 
many exceptions from the general corruptions; yet, let that 
conſideration lead us to entertain a gadly jealouſy, and to mix 
trembling with our mirth and confidence. * 

Having premiſed a few thoughts reſpecting the duty of ex- 
poling and reproving ſin wherever it appears,—alſo adverted to 
ſome favourable circumſtances ſtill exiſting in our cafe, and to 
the character of the Jewiſh nation, whoſe hiſtory preſents a 
ſolemn admonition to every other under heaven, and to whoſe 
character, even in their very worſt period, our own bears too 
ſtriking a reſemblance ; I go on now to point out ſome of the 
fins which we have every reaſon to fear are the mean or cauſe 
of procuring ſuch judgments, as have been ſpecified in a pre- 
ceding part of the ſubject, and may expoſe to ſtill worſe if not 
ſpeedily broken off by repentance. In animadverting on theſe, 
beg to be indulged that plainneſs, candor and ſimplicity which 
become a meſſenget of the God of truth, when ſpeaking in his 
name, in whoſe auguſt preſence we are now aſſembled, and 
before whoſe impartial bar we muſt all in a little appear. But 
_ who is ſufficient to deſcribe a ſubject ſo extenſive and diverfi- 
fied? The moſt curſory ſurvey of our prevailing and aggravat- 
ed fins would far exceed the bounds of one diſcourſe. It is 
however, the more neceſſary to be a little particular on thoſe 
adyerted to, as mere curſory or ſuperficial remarks on any to- 
pic, eſpecially where the mind may be blinded by prejudice, 
ral feeling blunted by cuſtom, or the paſſions bribed by 
tion, ſeldom if ever carry eonviction. | 
firſt of theſe to which I would direct your attention, is 
dur vile ingratitude to the great Author of our being, and of 
all our mercies, which is, indeed, none of the leaſt of our 
fins. Theſe mercies are ſo many, they cannot be reckoned 
up in order: if 1 would declare and ſpeak of them, they are 
more than can be numbered.” Hath he not nouriſhed, and 
brought us up as children? and yet, muſt we not confeſs, 
that we have rebelled againſt-him? Too juſtly may he addreſs 
us, “ As a ſon honoureth his father, and a ſervant his maſter; 
if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a 
maſter, where is my fear?” If the crime of ingratitude is 
deemed ſo baſe and deteſtable, even when it hath only an 
earthly benefactor for its object, and benefits of ſmall value to 
aſcertain'its turpitude, as to render the man branded with it 
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odious in ſociety: What muſt it be when directed againſt that 


inſinitety good and gracious Being, from whom we derive our 
exiſtence, and all our comforts; and apon whom depend all 


our future hopes and proſpects? Every fin we commit is 


fraught with ingratitude againſt God, as well as with treaſon 
and rebellion; and, oh! with what ingratitude are we all charge- 


able in his ſight, eſpeciaily for his unſpeakable gift Chriſt 


* 


As a nation, he hath done many great and wonderful things 
for us, which it is not now my purpoſe ſo much as to mention. 
Long hath he acted the kind part of our Guardian and protec- 
tor, and often wrought PARIS. deliverance in our behalf. 
What Moſes ſaid to the redeemed Hebrews applies with great 
8 to the inhabitants of our long and highly favoured 
L 


e: © Happy art thou, O Iſrael: who is like anto thee, O 


people faved by the Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and who is 
the ſword of thy excellency!” Can we ſay, that as a nation 
we have been careful to make ſuitable returns? Alas! num- 
berleſs glaring facts daily atteſt the contrary. Our ingratitude 
to our heavenly Benefactor hath borne proportion to the num- 
ber, -and the value of ourprivileges. Becauſe we have not du- 


ly prized, nor properly improved our civil and religious adyan- 


tages, it is juſt with God to leave us to feel their. value, and 
learn their importance by their abridgement or loſs. Not more 
eulpable, in this reſpect, was ancient Iſrael, in the days of 
our prophet, when God ſummoned; heaven and earth to teſtify 
againſt thcir baſe ingratitude: „Hear, O heavens, and give 
ear, O earth: for the Lord hath ſpoken: I have nouriſhed and 
brought up children, and they have rebelled againſt me. The 
ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib: but Iſ- 
rael doth not know, my people doth not conſider.” Nay, muſt 


not the guilt of our ingratitude riſe in proportion to our ſuperior | 


advantages? Shall not the Lord viſit for this? yea, hath he not 
done it already? This odious temper is the parent and nurſe of 
many others. OK | 5 5 | 
M.y not I venture to aſſert that Hypocriſy is another crying 
fin,- which prevails in our day and nation, and intermingles it- 
ſelf with our civil intercourſe, and religious obſervances? 
'What extravagant and nee abound in the 
higher. circles in life! What ap interchange of profeſſions of 
Friendſhip and obligation, of readineſs to oblige and ſerve, 
While both heart and conduct give the lie to the language of 
the lips on fuch occaſions! Is not this ſporting with truth and 
candor, and conſequently acting unbecoming che character of 
real Chriſtians, who are Iſraelites indeed, in whom is no guile? 
Such -unwarthy conduct made an ancient prophet exclaim, 
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| 26 Okthat Thad in the wilderneſs a lodging-place of way-faring 
men, that I might leave my people, and go from them: for 


they be all adulterers, an aſſembly of treacherous men. And 
they bend their tongues Jike their bow for lies: but they are 


not valiant for the truth; for 7 proceed from evil to evil 


and they know not me, ſaith the Lord.” | 


The want of truth and candor, in the civil intercourſe, and, 


eommercial tranſactions of life, however little regarded by 
many, is, no doubt, an evil offenſive to God, and of perni- 
cious tendency among men. He is a God of truth, ab- 


hors falſehood, and diſſimulation, and requires that we ſhould 


ſpeak the truth every man to his neighbour. One eſſential part 
of the character of a citizen of Zion is, that he ſpeaketh the 


truth in his heart, does not think one thing, and ſay another. 
When men, from whatever motives, can bend their ton Keg, 


like their bow, for lies, are they not loſt to moral' feeling and 
ſenſe of character, as well as to the fear of God, which marks 
them ripe for his judgments? I before obſerved the want of 


truth and-candor in the compliments that paſs current in the 


ſocial interviews of the faſhionable world; but this vice is not 
confined to ſuch circles, nor to matters of mere ceremony. It 
is to be feared, that in mercantile tranſactions, this deteſtable 
evil prevails, and is little thought of, on account of its frequen- 
cy. And is there no reaſon to ſuſpect, that the ſame vice in- 
ſinuates itfelf into the concerns of the public—that truth is of- 
ten diſguiſed, concealed or miſrepreſented, where ſociety have 
a claim to candor, and fair repreſentation—alſo that what is 
evil in others is exaggerated, their beſt deeds concealed, or miſ- 
repreſented, and things fathered upon them which they neither 
know nor acknowledge? This is invariably the caſe, , where 
paſſion and prejudice find place, and where a party, or party 
meaſures are meant to be ſupported at all hazards. | 
Theſe, and the like reaſons, however, inſtead' bf juſtifying: 
ſuch freedoms with truth, only aggravate the. guilt of ſuch 
conduct, and render the conſequences the more ſerious. The 
ninth precept of the moral law, while it prohibits bearing 
falſe witneſs againſt our neighbour, or whatever is prejudicial ro 
truth, and injurious to our own, and his good name; enjoins 
the reverſe} a care to mantain and promote truth in all our ci- 
vil and religious concerns, and to vindicate the character and: 
good na 


y thing of an oppoſite tendency. Jeremiah, in 
ge referred to already, farther deſcribes the odious vice 


the pa 


of diſſimulation and deceit, and cautions againſt its ſnares: 


“Take ye heed every one of his neighoour, and truſt ye not in 


any brother: for every brother will utterly ſupplant, and every 
neighbour will walk with 8 And they will deceive every - 


t 


Jof our fellow men, as well as our own, carefully: 
| en eve N 
a 
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one his neighbour, and will not ſpeak the truth: they have taught 
their tongue to ſpeak lies, and weary themſelves to commit 


* 


iniquity. LThine habitation is in the midſt of deceit: thro? 
deceit they refuſe to know me, ſaith the Lord. Their tongue is 
as an arrow ſhot out, it ſpeaketh deceit: one ſpeaketh peaceabl 


to his neighbour with his mouth; but in his heart he layet 


his wait. Shall I not viſit them for theſe things? ſaith the 
Lord: ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this?” 
Human nature, all along corrupt and degenerate, ſtill produces 
the {ame bitter fruits, by which many are not a little injured in 
their peace, comfort and reputation. 

When the ſword of perſecution is ſheathed, andthe profeſ- 


ſion of religion calculated to ſecure reſpe& and Intereſt . 
among men, there is great danger of hypocriſy and diſſimula- 


tio din the things of God. Many will call Chriſt Lord, Lord, 
in the day of proſperity, follow him becauſe they eat of the 
loaves and fiſhes, and are ſatisfied, who, ſhould tribulation, or 
perſecution for the word's ſake ariſe, are offended, turn their 
back upon him, and walk no more with him. Is there no 
ground to fear, that God may ſay of us, as he did of the Jews, 
© This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 


honoureth me with their lips: but their heart is far from me?“ 


How many content themſelves with the form of godlineſs, 
that deny its power, —with a name to live, while in fad they 
are dead, {till dead in treſpaſſes and fins! » 85 

As a nation, have we no reaſon to tax curſelves with this 
vice? Should we plead, Not puilty, glaring facts would prove 
us perverſe. It is true, we ſtill have our national religion, to 
which all ranks pay ſome compliment. We have alſo our 
public faſts, on Which we: ſeem very devout, and can hang 
down the head like a bulruſh. But, do we never, on theſe 
occaſions, confeſs fins that we neither hate nor forſake? never 


profeſs to own dependance upon Heaven which we do not feel? 
Whatever it may be with individuals, as a Community, is there 


no reaſon to fear, that theſe are ſeaſons of much hypocriſy and 
guilt, matters merely of courſe, to tave appearancest before 


21 lt js related, both by Mr Hume and Principal Robertſon, in the hiſtory of 


arles V, that thi- prince, having made the Pope his priſoner, iſſued a pro- 
clamation requiring public prayers to be offered up throughout his dominions, 
for the releaſe cf his Holineſs, when Lis own word could effect this at pleaſure. 
But this, it would ſecm, was intended to ſave appearances with the populace, 
whoſe religion tanght them to venerate the Holy father as the head of the 
ehurch, and the Vicar of © hriſt; and who durſt call the Emperor's fincerity in 
queſt ion, when be was pleaſed to atteſt it, by the interpoſition of his abſolute 
authority ? ; Neo Ts 
lf I remember well, either one-or doth the authors mentioned above, alſo 
tell us, that vaſt pains were taken by the creatures of the crown of Spain, to 
perſuade the people that the Englith were all in carnate devils, in order to ex- 


cite chem to co-operate in the formidable expedition of the Spafiiſh Armada, 
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the world? The very language put into their mouth, on ſuch 
occaſions, is not that of the heart, but of office, not the languuge 
of a true Chriftian penitent, but of a proud Deiſt, who is de- 
termined to ſtand upon his terms with his Maker, and diſdains 
to be indebted to a Mediator for introducing him with accept- 
ance into the divine preſence. Earthly princes have their oſſi- 
cers in waiting, for ſuch a purpoſe; and indeed, God is the only 
King in the univerſe whom mortals ven:ure to approach alone, or 
without the intervention of any middle perſon. It 1s to bg | 
wiſhed the above remarks were quite unfounded, but that they | N 
are not wholly ſo, the edicts enjoining the obfervarice of pub- 
lic faſts, and the prayers preſcribed upon fuch occaſions, give 
Treaſon to fear. pin Sa Pen ont 2 | 
Can a God of infinite perfection be mocked, or impoſed up- N 
on by ſpecious appearances? Will his omniſcient eye not pe- 
netrate that thin veil of hypocriſy, with which men too often 
diſguiſe their real ſentiments and ruling diſpoſitions ? As they 
ſow now, he aſſures them, they ſhall hereafter reap. But what 
is the faſt which the Lord hath choſen, and will, in its obſer- 
vance, accept? Why, you will find it deſcribed and exempli- 
fed in the 58th chapter of Ifaial's prophecy, and in the 3d of 
| Jonah's, paſſages which are recommended to your detiberate 
1 peruſal. Having viewed theſe, with care and attention, lay 
your hand upon you heart, and declare, if you can, as in the 


: fight of God, if ever we have faſted as a nation after ſuch a 
: ſort? By their fruits are we to learn the nature of ſuch ſer- 
vices; for ſo the Lord hath taught us, reſpecting both men and 
. which for a time threatened the very exiſtence of this nation, and might have. bs 
5 accompliſhed its ruin, had not Heaven ſeaſonably interpoſed. When Britain 
8 ſent an Embaſſador to negotiate a peace, the people, credulous enough to believe 
1 what had been ſo often and zealouſly inculcated, flocked about him wherever 
? he appeared, to fee if he was like other men; and were not a little ſurpriſed 
2 to find, that, inſtead of reſembling an incarnate fiend, as they were taught to 
believe, his appearance and deportment were gentle and humane. ; 
d The court of France toc, adopted a ſimilar policy, if aby credit be due to 
0 what I recolle& to have ſome where read, viz. that in the American war, in 
which we got poſſeſſion of Canada, &c. the Roman catholic prieſts, inftructed, 
of no doubt, by thoſe whoſe ſervile tools they always were, took great pains ta 
84 perſuade the Indians, that the Engliſh nation once put the ſon of God to death, 
kh and that he would never appear in the world, to bleſs mankind, and particularly. 
vs the Indian tribes,. till the whole of that devoted people were exterminated from. 
Yo the face of the earth. By means of this ſtratagem, and a price put on the 
= ſcalps of our Countrymen, many of them were murdered in cold blood; and 
7 yet Britain can now expend her blood and treaſure, to reſtore the odi-us ſyſtem 
8 that gave birth to many ſuch enormities, affording alſo a friendly aſylum to 
* the exiled prieſts of the courtly religion of Rome! Such are ſome of the in- 
i fernal tricks, which ſtateſmen and court paraſites ſometimes employ, to impoſe 
oY upon an ignorant and credulous populace, for their acquieſcence is often neceſlary, 
when they have certain purpoſes to ſerve; even Herod was deterred for a time 
_ from murdering John the Babtiſt, thro? fear of the people; and theſe baſe and 
d dark manoeuvres have not ſeldom been dignified with the ſpecious title of pro- 
found politics, | = 
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meaſures. - The continuance, in preſent circumſtances, of the 
infernal traffic in Slaves, under the ſanction of legal authority, 
and many other abominations, ſufficiently prove the contrary; 
if God, - ſpeaking in the above paſſages, is allowed to de- 


termine. The joint edift of the people, the king and no- 


bles of Nineveh appointing a faſt contained, I fear, as much of 
Chriſtianity, if not more of natural equity than thoſe which 
are fabricated in modern times. They were taught, by the 
dictates even of nature's light, the abſurdity of pretending 
to keep a faſt, detached from real reformation of manners; 
which they appear to have conſidered as its very foul and 
eſſence, without which it would be but a lifeleſs and putrified 
carcaſe. They accordingly enjoined upon every — not 
only to be cover with ſackcloth, as expreſſive of deep de- 
baſement, amidſt great diſtreſs, and to cry mightily to Godz 
but alſo to“ turn from his evil way, and from the violence 
that was in their hands.“ A cordial belief of the word of 
God, in the mouth of his ſervant, was the moving ſpring of 
their humiliation; for, inſtead of apprehending the prophet as 
a diſturber of the peace, a ſeditious perſon that troubled them 
with falſe alarms, and unfounded charges of guilt, they“ be- 
lieved God” ſpeaking by him, notwithſtanding he was a for- 
eigner of a homely appearance, one of that hated nation the 
Jews, “and proclaimed a faſt, and put oa ſackcloth from the 
Treateſt of them even to the leaſt of them;” for the people, 
the king and the nobles, all joined in the ſolemn ſervice, con- 
87 5 they were all on a level in the ſight of God, and equal- 
y expoſed to his wrath; and alſo united in the general refor- 
mation: whence, God bears them honourable teſtimony— 
He ſaw their works, that they turned from their evil way,” 
which is aſſigned as the reaſon of his not executing upon them 
the threatened vengeance. | 5 3 
When we proclaim a faſt, is it becauſe, like the Ninevites, 
we believe the threatenings of God's word, directed again 
ſuch fins and finners as prevail among us? Do we, like them, 
« from the greateſt among us even to the leaſt,” lay aſide e- 
very mark A þ pomp and luxury, lie low in duſt before the 
Lord, and cry mightily unto him for pardon, and the avert- 
ing of his wrath; turning, at the ſame time, every one from his 
evil way, and from the violence that is in. their hands? Have 
our faſts been ever attended with a general order to break off 
every ſpecies of oppreſſion and violence, in every- part of our. 
dominions, and been produCtive, in this reſpe, 
fat reformation? I fear not; for they would find themſelves 
greatly miſtaken, who thought we eyer faſt as a nation after 
uch a manner. Have we not been ſeen, at the very time 


public falts were appointed, watering and guarding 2 tree of 
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flavery, ſo long fince planted in our ſoil, _ whoſe bitter fruits 
have brought grievous oppreſſion, accumulated miſeries, and 
death itfelf, in diverſified and terrible forms, upon countleſs 
myriads of our unoffending fellow men and brethren, the 
creatures and offspring of God, and the ſubjects of his uni- 
verſal. kingdom; whence he deems himſelf bound, in honour 
and in juſtice, not to mention his word of promiſe, to redreſs 
their wrongs, and avenge himſelf upon their oppreſſors, except 
they ſpeedily repent, By reaſon of the iniquitous ſyſtem, re- 
ferred to above, and other abounding evils, we cannot yet adopt, 7 
ia reſpect of our nation, the language of the prophet, © The 9 
extortioner is at an end, the ſpoiler ceafeth, che oppreſſors are ö 
conſumed out of the land.“ „ „ 
And, if we may credit the accounts publiſhed to the world, 
thro' the channel of news-papers, which I do not recollect to 
have ever ſeen contradicted, inſtead of copying the laudable 
example of the rulers and nobles of Nineveh, ſome of ours de- 
vote ſuch occaſions to grand entertainments, and are humble 
enough before the cloſe of the day, not with the ſpirit of piety 
but of wine!? But what does God lay in reſpect of thoſe who 
can riot in revellings and mirth, when he is calling them, in his 
providence, to uncommon humiliation for fin, or when thev 
themſelves enjoin this as a duty, and profeſs to be ſo exercifed? 
You will find his declaration, by conſulting the 22d of Iaiah, 
12th verſe, and downwards: And in that day did the Lord 
God of hoſts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to bald- 
neſs, and to girding with ſackcloth; and behold, joy and glad- 
neſs, ſlaying oxen, and killing ſheep, eating fleſh, and drink- | 
ing wine; let us eat and drink, for to- morrow we ſhall die. 7 
And it was revealed in mine ears by the Lord of hoſts, Surely 
this iniquity ſhall not be purged from you, till ye die, ſaith the - 
Lord of hoſts.” Theſe things conſidered, I muſt add, in the 
words of our Lord to the Jews, The men of Nineveh ſhall 
| riſe up in the judgment with this generation, and ſhall con- 
| demn it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and be- 
hold, a greater than Jonas is here.” | 
While public fin of any kind is retained---while a nation 
refuſe to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy bur- 
dens, and let the oppreſſed go free, and to break every yoke, 
the indiſpenſable requiſites in the faſt that the Lord hath choſen, 
our obſerving a day to afflict our ſoul, our bowing down the 
head like a bulruſh upon it, and ſpreading ſackcloth and aſhes 
under us, which ths — were ready to call a faſt, and an ac- 
ceptable day to the Lord, will ſerve only to aggravate our guilt, ' 
and accelerate our impending doom, as in the mournful caſe „ 
of that unhappy people; if we may credit the word of God. 
and make the hiſtory of! his procedure, reſpeQing them, 
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the rule of our judgment. Men may pleaſe themſelves with 
Tuch farcical ſervices, but-ihey prove not merely vain, and una- 
vailing to ward off deferved judgments, but pernicious;---even 
a groſs inſult to Deity, as if he could be bribed, bya ſhewof piety, 
and a temporary external humiliation, in which the heart is 
little, if at all engaged, to commute matters with us, and 
connive at our continued indulgence of, perhaps, the worſt 
paſſions of the heart, and the commiſſion, it may be, of 
the blackeſt crimes. Other nations may exceed us in 
zgnorarice and infidelity, but few, perhaps, if any, can in hy- 
pocriſy, and double dealing with God in matters of _ eternal 
moment. Thoſe only who forſake, as well as confeſs their 
fins, ſhail find mercy: but ſuch as cover them ſhall not proſper, 

What are the doctrines which are chiefly inculcated upon 
fuch occaſions? Are, they thoſe of the meek and lowly Jeſus; 


— 
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who came not to deftroy men's lives, but to ſave them, and to : 
give his own a ranſom for many? at whoſe birth peace was, by : 
angehic choirs, ſung and announced on earth, and good-will to k 
men. Is it not to be feared, that theſe mild and beneyolent 

ſayings of our common Lord and Saviour, are too much out 

of view, in ſuch approaches to the God of mercy and peace: bs 
& Blefled are the merciful: for they ſhall obtain mercy. Blefſ- P 


eld are the peace-makers: for they ſhall be called the children 
of God?“ Many of the productions intended for the inſtruo- 
tion of the populace, on theſe hallowed days, if we may judge 
from ſpecimens, inſtead of inculcating humility, hatred of fin 
in, ourſelves, perſonal reformation, univerſal benevolence, and 
the like: are unhappily adapted to foſter pride and felf-confi- 
dence---a cenſorious ſpirit, calumny and miſrepeſentation, na 
tional antipathy, and a thirſt for blood. Is not the war-hoop, 
if I may uſe the term, heard to reſound from one corner of the 
land to the other; while prayers are poured out to the great Fa- 
ther of all, to aid our pious exertions in ſhedding the blood of 
our brethren—his intelligent creatures and offsprnig; and cor- 
dial thanks returned, if we have been ſucceſsful in ſtrew- 
ing the mangled bodies of thouſands of them on the 
hoſtile plain, and ſending their ſouls prematurely, and in the 
ferment of paſſion, to the throne of our common Judge, and 
the abodes of eternity? Do theſe things conſtitute the proper 

_ exerciſe of the faſt which God hath choſen, the native expreſ- 
ſions of a pious and contrite heart? Can we call this an ac- 
ceptable day to the Lord? Do we lift up hoty hands without 
wrath and doubting, an indiſpenſable requiſite in acceptable 
prayer, when, we pray for ſucceſs in the deſtructive art of 
thedding human blood, ſtrewing the earth with carnage, de- 
moliſhing and ſacking citics, in making fatherleſs, widows and 
ehildieſs, the conſtant, the native fruits of war, and increaſing 
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the quilt and miſeries of mankind? No wonder, when ſuck 
objects engroſs our wiſhes and our prayers, we ſhould not re- 
ceive, what we aſk, becauſe we aſk amiſs, that we may con- 

ſume it upon our luſts, theſe diavolic paſſions of the human 
heart, whence come wars and fightings among us; which ſenſ⸗ 
the connection of the paſſage alluded to feems to inculcate+. 
When God, blefled the firft parents of our race, he added, 
« Be fruitful and multiply, and repleniſh the earth;” but the 
war ſyſtem ſets itſelf in oppofition to this benevolent mandate, 
and converts that race into a fort of canibals, that tear and 
devour each other, and make it their paſtime to ſcatter arrows, 


fre- brands and death. Are theſe who delight in war, and its 


attendant evils, and ſo reſemble him who was a murderer 
from the beginning, the ſons and fervants of the God of peace? 
The unworthy conduct, animadverted on in this particular, 
involves more guilt than we are aware of; yea, more than e- 
nough to bring down the vengeance of Heaven on theſe lands, 


tho' we had nothing elſe ſor which to account. | 


A growing inattention to religion, apparent among all ranks, 
and the important duties it preicribes—infidelity alſo in princi- 
ple, and atheiſm in practice, with the too native reſult, a viſible 


; want of love to God and man, are evils too great, prominent, 


and general in our day, to eſcape the obſervation of the pious 
and reflecting part of the community, and too criminal in * 
ſelves, and pernicious in their conſequences, not to be lament- 
ed by all that love God, and poſſeſs ſentiments of Chriſtian 
benevolence towards fellow men. Hath God, in his holy 
word, revealed to us his will, as the unerring rule of our faith 
and conduct, and preſented ſo many powerful motives, to in- 
duce us duly to obſerve it, and can we be innocent in neglect- 


ing the duties we owe him in the different relations in which 


he deigns to ſtand to us? If I am a Father, ſays he, where is 
my honour? if I am a Maſter, where is my fear, or the reve- 
rence we owe him? Should we ſtand all the day idle in the 
market place, while ſo often invited and importuned to work 
in his vineyard, muſt not our conduct be fooliſh, ungrateful, 


+ © From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, 
even of your luſts, that war in your members? Ye luſt, and have not: ye kill, 
and defire to have, and cannot obtain; ye fight and war, yet ye have not, be- 
cauſe ye aſk not, that is, aright, or what is proper. Ye aſk, and receive 
not, becauſe ye aſk amiſs, that ye may conſume it upon your luſts“ James ch. iv 
Solomon is applauded and bleſſed by the God of heaven, becauſe, when he put 
in his power to aſk What he pleaſed, he did not aſk the life of his enemies, Jiks 
the humane Chiſtians of modern times, but wiſdom and knowledge, to fit him 
to rule with equity in the fear of the Lord, a prayer too feldom preſented by 
the ſtateſmen and rulers of the world, if we may judge by the meaſures of their 
government, and the favourite objects of their ambition and purſuit, See tae 
pallage at large 2 Chron. i . wy 
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and dangerous in the extreme, and merit the fate of the floth. 


ful and unprofitable ſervant? Have we a price put into our 
Rand, wherewith to ſecure wiſdom and happineſs, ſo many ta- 
lents entruſted to us, to occupy till our Lord come to require 
an account, and ſhall we be blameleſs, if we bury theſe in 
the earth, or expend them upon our luſt? 3 

Hath God, Father, Son and Spirit, done ſo much for oyr 
falvation, and interpoſed their united authority to oblige us to 
work it out for ourſelves, to give all diligence to make our cal 
ling and election ſure, by their viſible fruits; and how ſh 
we then eſcape, if we neglect a duty ſo intereſting? How 
would an earthly ruler bear, to have the laws and ſtatutes of 


the ſtate, upon their due promulgation, ſo treated by the mem- 


bers of the gommunity, were he poſſeſſed of ſufficient power to 
force them? Would any parent or maſter ſubmit, or incline 
to be ſo uſed? Do we not expect from our ſervants attention 
10 our orders, and ſome diligence in our fervice? If then a 
vaſt proportion of profeſſing Chriſtians in our nation are diſo- 
bedient to God, inattentive to their own beſt intereſts, and re- 
miſs in, or totally neglectful of the duties of religion, muſt 


they not increaſe the guilt of the land in which they dwell, and 
haſten their own dogm? Jeſus the Judge threatens to remove. 


their candleſtick out of his place, and to ſpue them out of his 
mouth, except they repent. That theſe ſerious evils, however, 
Exiſt among us, and are, alas! of late upon the increaſe, not- 


wiſtanding the ſolemn admonitions of Providence, he that 


runs may read. | | | 

Prayer is a duty inculcated by the dictates of nature's light, 
and both enjoined and exemplified in the ſacred oracles. Do 
not many, however, reſtrain prayer before God in the cloſet? 
Seldom, if ever, do they there prefent their humble homage 
to the God that made, preſerves them, and ſupplies their vari- 
ous wants. In how few families, comparatively, is the worſhip 


of the great Lord of all regularly obſerved? How many, called 


Chriſtians, and that claim their privileges, who, inſtead of 


mantaining an altar in their dwellings, whence incenſe and a 


er offering aſcend, convert them into nurſeries for hell. The 
P 


irit of God claſſes the families that call not on his name, with 


the heathen who know him not, and threatens to pour out his 


fury on both. Such as provide net for their own, eſpecially 
for thoſe of their own houſehold, by religious inſtruction, and 


a pious example, deny the faith, according to the verdict of an 
apoſtle, and are worſe than infidels. Alas! how many fuch 


baptized infidels abound in theſe lands! Some may; perhaps, 
overtake the duties of domeſtic religion on the Lord's day, 
when the claims of: the world do not interfere, but entirely ne- 


glect them thro' the week. Others make a ſhift to preſent the 
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exening oblation, but, in their practice, ngxer deem it a good 
thing to give thanks to God, to call upon His name, and ſpeak 
of his loving kindneſs in the morning. Such as neglect, in 
whole, or in part, to provide for their own, in things infinitely. 
more material than food and raiment, deny the faith, and fo. 
forfeit the Chriſtian character and hope. Too many ſeem to 
conſider religion merely as a bye work, an occaſional external 
ceremony, forgetful of that demand, My ſon, give me thy 
beart.“ Like the Innkeeper in Bethlehem, they will not ex- 

clude the Son of God altogether; but he will be allowed only 
the ſtable and the manger: while Satan, the world and the fleſh 

occupy the chief appartments of the ſoul. Can not ſome, tho; 
| not the, oldeſt preſent, recollect the time when the voice of ſa- 
| cred melody .might be daily heard from numerous abodes, as 
we paſſed along the ſtreets? but ah! how ſad the change in this 
reſpect! Many ſeem aſhamed to bow the knee in humble ho- 


* 


mage to their Maker, while not aſhamed to make their dwel- 


| 

| ling the ſeat of diſſipation and folly. Their children and ſer- 

rants, they train up, by their . if not by their, vicious 6 

3 maxims, for the wicked one, ſo that many of the former are | 

| heard to profane that venerable name by which we are called, | 

k and to liſp out various oaths, even before the organs of ſpeech are | 

. well for med, while the practice of the latter ſhews whoſe they are, | 
and whom they ſerve. Can we reflect, without horror, on the 2 0 

barbarous and unnatural conduct of the Jews, in offering their — [ 

t own h4þlefs children in ſacrifice to that deteſtable idol Moloch? | 

=. And yet, thoſe parents who bring them up in ignorance, vanity , | 

| and vice, or contribute to this by their example, are chargeable, 9 

9 in the fight of Heaven, with the atrocious gullt of ſacrificing _— 

7 | them more effectually to that apoſtate ſpirit, who was a murderer i} 

4: from the beginning, and goes about ſeeking whom he may ſe- — 

. duce and devour. 5 7 on 

1  _ When ignorance, irreligion and vice prevail, no wonder in- 

of fidelity and practical atheiſm ſhould ſtalk abroad, refuſing to be 

x aſhamed. That theſe are no exotic plants in our land, or, at 

5 leaſt, are now naturalized, appears too obvious to need any 

ch laboured proof. So much is this the caſe, that many ſeem to 

5, think it impolite, and unbecoming a gentleman, to profeſs any 

ly veneration for that antiquated book termed the Bible, or any _ 

— belief of the facts and doctrines it contains. He muſt be very *Þ 

ew little converſant in the world, who does not know, that this is e N 

* lamentably the caſe. It was obfetVed, in a preceding part of = 

S the ſubject, that the exiſtence and increaſe of theſe evils a- _—_ 

one mong us, oughtalſoto be viewed as a judgmentfrom the Lord upon 

5 theſe lands; becauſe many love e to retain the knowledge o 

rel | Þ | ; 


F 
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the truth, and are at no pains to become acquainted with it. 
They deſite not, like new-born babes, the ſincere milk of the 
word, that they may grow thereby; and are, therefore, juſt- 
ly left to their own delufions. But it is likewiſe a fin of a 
very heinous nature, which is faſt filling up the meaſure of our 

iniquity, and will not be forgotten in the day of retribution. . 
Are our prieſts and nobles, our princes and commoners, vali- 

ant for the truth upon the earth, and exemplary for their at- 


tachment to the doctrines, and inſtitutions of Chriſtianity? In 
this reſpect, have not all ranks, alas! corrupted their ways? 


The ſphere of his ſocial intercourſe, and obfervation muſt be 
very confined, who has not had acceſs to obſerve certain cha- 
racters that openly avow their difbelief of Divine revelation;-in 
whole, or in part, and glory in having got rid of what they call 


the e agg of education, begun by the nurſe, and enforced 
by t 


e prieſt. Hence many, in ſetting up for the character of 
gentlemen, or men of faſhion, break dull jeſts upon the Bible, 
already, perhaps, a thoufand times repeated; blaſpheme the 


moſt {acred truths of the goſpel, and exclaim, in the ſpirit of 


wine, Prieſtcraft, impoſture, hypocriſy! Are not the greater 
part of our youth of rank and fortune trained up from their 
earlieſt years, not only to the neglect, but to the contempt and 
ſcorn of religion, virtue and ſobriety? What 4 melancholy 

roſpect of the-ſtate of religion and morals in the nation} 
When ſuch viſit foreign countries, with that early bias towards 
irreligion and vice, what can be expected, but that they ſhould 
greedily imbibe, without reflexion, the moſt atheiſtical opini- 
ons; and, chuſing for their aſſociates congenial ſpirits, ſhould 
be hurried away, by their impetuous and unbridled paſſi- 


ons, into all the lewdnefs, debauchery, and exceſs of which 


human nature is capable? Returning to their native ccuntry, 
without any real improvement, they import the vices and 
rnicious tenets of the places and companies where they 
oo been, in addition to thoſe to which they were early 
inured; and, thus accompliſhed, become the very peſts of the 
towns or diſtricts where they reſide, or poſſeſs any property or 
influence. Theſe are the gentlemen, whoſe promiſcuous con- 
nexions with ſuch of. the other ſex, as they have been able 
to ſeduce, are ſufficient to ſtock a country with a ſpurious brood, 


and fill it with inceſt and other abominations. Did the ſucceſs 


of their intrigues bear proportion to their wiſhes, what depre- 
ditions would they make on female virtue? Theſe are the 
men who deſpiſe and deride honourable wedlock; yet preſume 
to bring to that ſtate the ſhattered remains of a debilitated con- 
ſtitution. - 5 | 1 


When the fool ſaid in his heart, There is no God, or 


dame the lepgth to wiſh there was none, it is added, they arc 


\ 
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corrupt, 9280 have done abominable works.“ Corruption in 
practice is the ſad conſequence of infidelity in principle, and 
both are the native offspring of a depraved heart. Was religi- 
on intended only for the peaſant, the mechanic, and the: for- 
lorn, a life of faith on the Son of God, and devotedneſs to his 

| ſervice, might be deemed degrading to a man of rank and for- 
tunc. But what is birth and external greatneſs, without vir- ; 
tue, or moral goodneſs? what power, eſtates, titles, retinue, 55 
and all the pomp of wordly grandeur, without worth and piety, 
tho” all concentered in one perſon, but like decking an ox for the 
laughter, or adorning an aſs with fine trappings, and rich ſur- | 4 
niture, that would not fail to make the poor animal more 
Tidiculous and deſpicable? Men may ia words profeſs their ; 
belief of the being and perfections of God, yet in works de- 
ny him; for by their works ye ſhall know them. Practical a- | : 
theiſm is no {tranger-ini-our land; for it appears barefaced alÞ@a * Þ 
moſt every where. Many, even among the lower ranks, are | = } 


„* 


now grown. wiſer than their teachers, wiſer indeed, in their 
own conceit, than ſeven men that can render a xeaſon. The 5 
phrenzy of infidelity hath ſcized them alſo, and, in this reſpect, =. 
they at once attain the envied character of men of faſhion, 
and throw off the ſalutary reſtraints of religion, if not of com- 
mon decency; How amazing the addreſs. of the prince of 
4 darkneſs, who, amidſt the changes of human ſentiment, and 
5 the revolutions of ſtates and empires, ſtill retains, his ſway. o- 
ver the heart of man, and makes ſucceſsful efforts to increaſe 
the number of his willing vaſſals! Even thoſe Who hate, or 
oppoſe monarchy on earth, not ſeldom join with its friends in 
paying homage to this prince, and yielding ready obe diencę to 
his imperious mandates, In his ſervice, rich and poor often 
meet together, and the ſervant can boaſt of equality with his * 0 
maſter. If this fatal leaven be gradually leavening the maſs of Bw. 
_ ſociety, eſpecially of the riſing generation, how gloomy the 
proſpect! A land of infidelity is a land of guilt, and on the 
verge of .ruin;z for when men can fay by their practice, if not 
with their lips, The Lord hath forſaken the earth, and the ' 
Lord ſeeth not;' is it not juſt with him to "ys © And as for * 
me alſo, mine eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will I hare pity; but 
I will recompence their way upon their head ?? 5 
Men may exclaim againſt certain vices in others, but if, "INE 
-meanwhile, indulged in by themſelves, out of their own _ 
mouth ſhall they be condemned. We have been often at 
war with the people of France, but ſeldom with their man- | 
ners. Have we not imported, along with their levity, diſſipa- 2 
tion, and foppery in dreſs, the noxious plant of Deiſm? 
which proſpers, and propagates itſelf as much with us, as in - 
us parent ſoil 3 them ſo long our pattern in fol . 
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by, ee t pot be juſt with Heaven to make them our ſcourge 


and our terror? The frequented amuſements of the ſtage are 
_unhappily calculated to foſter the faſhionable vices of the day, 


and to promote the growth of infidelity. We have been allo 


peſtered with books, which raze the very foundations of natu- 
Tal, as well as revealed religion. By reaſon of the charms of 
compoſition, wit, and a lively fancy, ſome of theſe are the 
more dangerous and enſnaring; but poiſon is not the leſs fatal, 
tho? mixed with delicious liquors, and preſented in a golden 
cyp. Tho' the ſophiftry and blaſphemies of ſuch productions 
have been often detected and expoſed by, men of extenſive 


knowledge, and ſound underſtanding; yet are they ſtiil retail. 


ed, with an air of triumph, as ſo many unanſwerable argu- 

ments, or demonſtrations. But the Chriſtian religion is a 
brazen wall, againſt which enemies and ſcoffers may level their 
artillery to the cloſe of time, without making the leaft impref- 
fion, tho' the corruptions grafted upon it may ſuffer by the at. 


| tack; for he that ſitteth in the heavens ſhall laugh” at ſuch 


impotent efforts: * the'Lord ſhall have them in deriſion, and 
cauſe them to recoil upon their authors. n »4 
But among the various reaſons that may be alkgnied: for the 


apparent increaſe of infidelity and irreligion of late, the con- 


duct of many in the ſacred office is too obvious to eſcape no- 
tice, With ſuch it was uſual to pray, in the diſcharge of their 
public function, for the downfal of Popery, &c. as hoſtile to 
the progreſs of genuine Chriſtianity in the world, ' and its 
friend and hand-maid, rational, manly Freedom. But when 
Heaven is accomplithing this in the earth, inftead of relgieing. 


that a ſyſtem, ſo long accounted Antichriſt, is ſo much abridg- 


ed in its power and influence, and likely to receive ſoon a to- 
tal overthrow, they ſeem at once to make it a common cauſe, 
terming that corrupt ſyſtem the Chriſtian faith, and the 
Chriſtian religion, and lamenting that it hath been degraded, 
in a neighbouring nation, from the rank and dignity it long held 
as the eſtabliſhed religion, or the legal eſtabliſhment of the tate, 


whoſe miniſters enjoyed vaſt ſecular dignities and revenues. 


Tho' the pure and undefiled religion of Jeſus had been there 


7 previouſly profeſſed, underſtood and a the lamentation 


could ſcarce be more ſincere and univerſal. But what religion 
was it which the French legiflature have overthrown, or — 
which they have withdrawn legal ſupport? Is it nor the very 
fame, which, not very long ago diſtreſſed, plundered, © exiled, 
or maſſacred near two millions, of Proteſtants in that very coun- 
try, and all under} the pretext of caring for their ſouls? Is 


it not the fame religion which fill maintains its ground at 
Rome and in popiſn countries, where ignorance, ſuperſtition, 
_ ecſpotiſm and miſery reign? Can a propoſition and its reverſe 


4 


haps, that tends more to keep in 


- - — — — ————— . . oe ¶« A6 ET TIES 


＋ a \ % ö b 
; KY "838" ; : ; : 
TE Jupcuents er Heavet, = 121 


he, true at the ſame time? Popery is ſuch a ſpecies of 


Chriſtianity as hath, in every age ſince it appeared, waged war 


with real Chriſtianity, and deſtroyed unknown myriads of its 
beſt friends; whence we have been taught, till of late, to view 


it as Antichriſt, Theſe two ſyſtems are ſo diametrically op- 
poſite, and have been always thought fo by Proteſtants, that 
modern Clergy have much merit in diſcovering that they are 
the ſame Faith. and one and the ſame religion. After admit- 


| ting this, can they call thedoCtrine of tranſubſtantiationabſurs? 


To hear then, thoſgealled Proteſtant clergy lamenting, from the 
pulpit, and the preſs, tha God's altars have been impiouſly over- 
thrown, and his prophets baniſhed, or ſſain, by what has hbeen done 
in that nation, to {trip Popery of its legal enabliſnment, its mĩ- 


niſters of their vaſt and abuſed revenues and influence, and to 
puniſh, or reſtrain their active and diſorderly efforts, to ſup- 


port or reſtore the ancient ſyſtem of tyranny, ſuperſtition, and 


peculation in church and ſtate, gives reaſon to ſuſpect that theſe - 


Clergy are embarked in one common cauſe with their Catholic 
brethren, are actuated by ſimilar principles and motives, and 


that it is not real, primitive Chriſtianity which excites their zeal, 
but their on ſecular intereſt and influence in ſociety. When 
to this is added, their oppoſition to, and intemperate zeal againſt 
every thing like reform in church and ſtate, and their virulent 


calumnies and miſrepreſentations of all that profeſs to have any 
ſach wiſhes and views; is it any way ſurpriſing, that men who 
have never candidly examined the train of evidence on whiz 


Chriſtianity reſts, and who have neither ſeen nor felt the rea- | 
ſonableneſs, majeſty and advantages of the Chriſtian religion, 


ſliould be tempted to reject it in rho There is nothing, per- 
to propagate it in the carth, than the couduct and doctrins of 
many veſted with the ſacred office; of which Satan, that ſub» 
tile politician, knows well how to avail himſelff. Tho' they 
have much to acceunt for, in this reſpect; yet, ſuch as are thence 


" 


+ To what a deplorable ſtate of irreligion muſt that nation be reduced, in 


which many of the men, whe ſhould be the laſt to give up the ſpirit and power 
of Chriſtianity, are got into the ſame epidemic unbelief and immorality that 
has over-run the reſt of the nation? That in England, at this day, too many ef 
that order of men whoſe buſineſs it is to ſupport, by their doctrine and example, 
the belief and practice of Chriſtianity, have berrayed their important truſt; that 


they have made themſelves too obnoxious to the reflexions of the cnemies 


of religion, by. engaging themſelves in ſecular ſchemes for preferment, aud 
ſome by notoriouſly immoral lives, is a truth not leſs certain than melancholy. 
lam aware, that in this tract I ſhall not have occaſion to touch upon any ſu 


let of clergy without wounding religion thro' their ſides. And if the obje&ions 


againſt thoſe of the preſent age could be aſcribed to human frailty, I ſhould. 


with pleaſure do my beſt to palliate and excuſe them, inſtead of expoſing them 


to public view; being, in all caſes, and in this cſpecially of opinion, that 


— 


delity in countenance, if not 


L. 


ject more tender and delicate than this, and that it is very difficult to attack a 
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induced to reject or viliſy Chriſtianity, are quite uncandid, 
and inexcuſable. The Oracles of truth fore warn of theſe 


very things, and point their moſt dreadful threatenings againſt 


corrupt churchmen, who have ever, under the cloak of their 


ſacred function, been the moſt determined foes to the ſacred 
rights of God and man; and the moſt ſervile flatterers of thoſe 
in power, while able to reward their ſervility with the proſpect 
ß ĩͤ v „ | | 

The Son of God, and his apoſtles had not greater enemies 


upon earth than the Jewiſh prieſthood; and it is mentioned ag 
one of the moſt glorious triumphs of his grace, that a multitude 
of the prieſts became obedient to the faith. To the poor he 
reached the goſpel, and we are told, that the common people 
3 him gladly. But this was mentioned to his reproach, 


* Have any of the rulers,” viz. in church or ſtate, believed 
on him?“ Theſe people that know not the law are accuſed,” 


The builders refuſed this ſtone, tho? ordained to be the head 
ſtone of the corner, and ſtumbled upon jt as a rock of offence. . 
The prieſts of Paganiſm gave the ſame virulent oppoſition to 


Chriſtianity, when promulgated in the heathen world; and the 
Roman chatholic clergy acted a ſimilar part at the Reforma» 
tion; whence we may conclude, that there is ſomething divine 
in a religion, which uniformly met oppoſition from ſuch quarters. 
The outcry was, Innovation, innovation! theſe men turn the 


world upſide down. The enemies of the religion of Jeſus. 
have no cauſe to boaſt of their fellow-labourers, an unprincipled 


private offences ought to be reproved in private, and that deeds of darkneſs 
ought to remain in darkneſs. , But what avails it that I, or any other writer, 
carefully conceal the faults of the clergy, if too mary of their own body exp«fe 


their ſhame, by embreiling themſelves in politics and party cauſes, to the ne- 
glect and diſgroce of their ſacred function, by indulging themſelves in all the 


luxury of. theatres, muſic-gardens, wine and feaſting, and ſome in other kinds 
of a more infamous nature!“ | g a 
The preceding quotation, ſtill, I fear, too juſt and applicable, is from a valuable 


1 


Tract entitled Britain's Remembrancer: or, The Danger not over, ſuppoſed to 
have been written by Preſident Fot hes of the Court of Seſſion. The occaſion 


of it was the Rebellion in—45, which the worthy author improves as a call in 


Providence to this nition, to break off their fins by repentance; and our nati« 


onal character, and preſent circumſtances make it a word too much in ſcaſon 
fill. Convinced of this, the Author of theſe Sermons republiſhed it three years 


| go, along with a Monitory Addreſs to Britain, reſpecting our prevailing fins, 
and the judgments of Heaven with which, we have reaſon to fear, they may 


be puniſhed. Nothing is more foreboding than the inattention generally paid 


to Admonitions, founded upon the natural and neceſſary connexion of moral 


cauſes and effects, and enforced by the word and providenee of God. The 
Author laments, tkat he ſhould now have occaſion to direct the attention of his 
Countrymen to theſe judgments es already inflicted, and in a train of farther 
execution, which, for a number of years back, be apprehended and deprecated 
in proſpeR. But the Lord's purpoſe will fland, and he will do all his pleaſe; 


for it would ſeem, he hath determined te puniſh us for our ſns, becauſe we fill 


perſiſt in them, and refuſe to be reclaimed, 
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elergy, the Pope and the devil for theſe have been always hoſ- 
of Chriſt. The oppoſition of 

intereſted churchmen, therefore, to any thing that promiſes to 
ameliorate the civil or religious condition of mankind, ſhould 


it happen to infringe on their ſecular power and intereſt, as it 

is not new, need not ſeem ſtrange, or prove ſtumbling to any. 

| Yet tho", as a 3 ſuch have too much been their prevailing 
7 


temper and conduct, many individuals of that order, in every 
ge, have approved 1Remſelves friends and benefactors of 
1ankind. But God ſometimes permits men to be tried witng 


ſome appearances of pretence for confirming their infidelity, 


cvery repeated trial. 


and hardening themſclves, as in the caſe of Pharoah and his 


_ magicians; however, he never leaves them without ſufficient 


means to diſtinguiſh betwixt truth and faiſehood, and to diſ- 
cover their duty, if fincere in wiſhing to know the former, and 
practiſe the latter. So far as any writings employ falſe reaſon» 
ing, to impoſe upon the ignorant and unwary, the better they 
are known, the ſooner will they ſink into contempt with thoſe, 
who make the dictates of ſound reaſon and of Scripture, which 
are never at variance, the rule and ground of their judgment. 
Error cannot endure the light, it flies to ſhade and ſubterfuge: 
but truth, like gold, bears the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, and gains by 

The want of love to God, the centre of perfection, and 
the ſource of happineſs; and of benevolence towards fellow 
men, is a ſin, of the guilt of which few ſeem to be aware. 
Theſe two I connect, becauſe God joins them together, and in- 


deed, they ſhould never be ſeparated. * Thou {halt love the 


Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and 
with all thy mind. This is the firſt and great commandment. 
And the'ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 


as thyſelf.” By how few are theſe precepts properly under - 


— 


. ſtood, and duly obſerved? How contracted the ſphere of our 


philanthropy; or brotherly love, as commonly exerciſed! Dif- 
ference in opinion, in external circumſtances, in climate or local 
ſituation; difference in complexion and temporal-intereſt; or 
ſome party conſiderations, are ſufficient to check its low, or 
totally divert its ſtreams. Few feel theſe ties of fraternity, or 
brotherhood, by which all men are bound to one another, as 
the offspring of one common Father. Not to love our bro- 
ther, or fellow creature, is, in God's eſtimation, to hate him; 
and * whoſoever hateth his brother is a-murderer, and abideth 
in death.“ The decline of Chriſtian affection bears pace with 
the increaſe and prevalence of iniquity; * And becauſe ini- 
quity ſhall abound, the love of many ſhall wax cold. 5 

God is love, andhe that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God.“ 


This ſacred principle, in a manner, conſtitutes his very nature, 
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and manifeſts itſelf in all his works and ways. He is juſtly 
entitled to our ſupreme affection, both for what he is in him- 
ſelf, and for what he is to us, and, hith done for us: and, 
therefore, not to love him is to be guilty of the greateſt iniqui- 
ty. So thought the apoſtle Paul, whoſe heart glowed, with 
Jove both to God and man, when he uttered theſe words: If 
any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Anathe« 
ma, Maran-atha; that is, according to the import of theſe Sy. 
Tiac terms, Let him be accurſed, or a victim devoted to divine 
juſtice, till the Lord come to execute the curſe upou him. 
Can it be a light crime, which could draw forth ſuch a doom 
from one, who travailed as in birth, till Chriſt ſhould be formed 
in the heart of others the hope of glory? Not to love God 
is to hate him; for here there can be no medium: and of what 
puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, that man worthy, who hates the A u- 
thor of his being, and of all his enjoyments, and the Saviour 
that hath ſhed his precious blood, to procure the remiſſion of 
fir, and the poſſeſhon of eternal life? If then our land abounds 
with thoſe, who are ſtrangers to that brotherly affeQtion, which 
the ſacred oracles every where inculcate, and the Author of 
Chriſtianity hath exemplified; if it abounds with thoſe who 
love not God, nor Jeſus Chriſt, or, Himſelf being judge, who, 
hate him; ſay, do we not richly deſerve the execution of his 
righteous vengeance? and are we not ripe for his judgments? 
Few feel compunCtion for this heinous fin, or are engaged in 
jamenting it. But how ſhall he who is the ſource and Author | 
of all excellence, perfection and felicity, bear with the want of 
love to himſelf, in his intelligent and dependant creatures; or 
with their giving a decided preference to the devil, the world 
and the fleſh, his enemies and theirs? for the human heart muſt 
de poſſeſſed by one or other of theſe rivals, T1 


"The preat Author of all exiſtence hath appointed one day in 
ſeven, to be obſerved as a holy Sabbath, or reſt to himſelf; and 
tho' this inſtitution, ſo far as it reſpects the proportion of time 
required, be of, a poſitive nature, yct is it founded in reaſon, 
and attended, in its obſervance, with the moſt beneficial con- 
Tequences. Should we, however, ſo far from remembering 
this day to keep it holy, make free thereon to think our own 
thoughts, ſpeak our own words, and ſeek our own pleaſures, 
can we be innocent in the fight of Heaven? 'Ihis is the on!) 
poſitive precept that was promulgated, and incorporated wit 
the moral law, intimating hereby, perhaps, that tho', under 
the Chriilian ſyſtem, the day would be changed from the ſeventh 
to the firlt day of the week, yet the ſpirit of the precept, re- 
| quiring a ſeventh part of our time, the portion alloted to 
| _ aAts of neceſhty and mercy excepted, to be devoted to the 
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Lord, would remain always in force. It would be almoſt end- 
leſs to enumerate the various ways, by which the Chriſtian 
ſabbath, or the Lord's day is profaned, and its facred reſt vio- 
lated. This is obſervable among all ranks; and what if the 
hand of the princes and rulers be chief in this treſpaſs !#* 
What was merely ceremonial in this inſtitution was done away 
with the Moſaic ritual; but its moral obligation is ſtill in force, 
and will remain as binding on the Chriſtian as it was on the 

ewiſh church. It bears a friendly aſpect both on man and 
aſt, abſtracted from the religious conſiderations that recom- 
mend its obſervance. Tho?” the ſanCtification of the Sabbath is 
far from conſtituting the whole of religion; yet can there be 
no true religion without it: for according as this-is obferved or 
neglected, genuine piety will flouriſh or decay. Such as pay 
no regard to this day of facred reſt, and habitually negleQ to 
aſſemble for the purpoſe of religious worſhip thereon, are' 


; found, in general, if not always, deſtitute of the principles, 
as well as the practice of religion. Can any thing be more 
, reaſonable, than that he, who is the Author of our being, our 
7 time and talents, ſhould require one day in ſeven to be devot- p 
0 ed more immediately to his own ſervice? and yet how many | 1 
95 thouſands in theſe lands make no conſcience of a duty ſo equi- if 
*y table in itſelf, and ſo beneficial in its obſervance ! This day 1 
becomes to many the moſt uſeleſs, or the moſt criminally q 
n {pent in all the week; for whatever is unbecoming, or unlawful | | 
r on other days, muſt be doubly ſo on the Lord's day. It might | 
” be more uſefully, if not more innocently employed at their or- | | 
Jr dinary Occupations. . = | „ | | } 
d What numbers forſake the aſſembling of themſelves with 4 
t a | | 1 
+ I recollect to have been told ſome years ago, when in the neighbourhood of | 
R a certain noblem:n's ſeat, who is not remarkable for his attention to the laws of k 
in God, or even to conſiſtency of conduct before the world, that he was one Lord's 
nd day out with his hounds, as was ſometimes his reputed manner, in company with N 
ne a certain Engliſh gentleman. This gentleman feeling, perhaps, fome re- 8 
n morſe, for even ſuch have their occaſional compunctions, remarked, My f 
ho Lord Duke, this will never do, if we go on at this rate, God will ſend us to hell; | - i 
me to which the other, affecting to make light of the remark, replied, * Never * 4 
ng fear that, can you think God will ſend ſuch people as we to hell? Noz be will 
Wn treat us like Gentlemen, or words to that purpoſe. Whether this was over- 
bs heard, and related by the ſervants, or told afterwards by themſelves as a fine jeſt, 
1840 is not material; but it was talked of by the people in the neighbourhood as a 
nl certain fact. There is ſome truth in the above ſaying, tho' the perſon: in 
1th queſtion might not intend it; for ſince jrreligion, profauity and profligacy of 
der manners are thought to be no way foreign to the character of a gentleman, 
th or by ſome, as conſtituting an eſſential part of it, God will, doubtleſs, treat 
n them according to their character, and leave them to reap the fruits of their 
re- own doings. They that honour me, ſaith he, I will honour; but they that 
| to 


deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed ;* that is, ſhall be held in abſolute con- 
the dempt, and, ons time or other, made contemptible before their fellow creatures, 
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God's people on this day, or give only a partial attendance - 
This hath, eſpecially of late, become the manner of too many, 
even in places once noted for exemplary conduct in this reſpect. 
Gome are never to be fren in the ſanctuary of God, perhaps, 
above twice or thrice a- year; when, for the ſake of form, or 
ſome other unworthy motive, they take their ſeat. at a com- 
munion table. O what inconſiſtency! Others are ſeldom, if 
ever, to be ſeen there, on the forenoon of the Lord's day, as 
if three or four hours a-week were too much to ſpend in theſe 
exerciſes, in which they profeſs to hope to find their happineſs 
thro” eternity. It is plain, they love not the place where his 
| honour dwelleth; and, conſequently, can have no juſt hope to 
enjoy his heavenly kingdom, unleſs a gracious change be pro- 
duced upon them, the means of which they thus neglect or 
deſpiſe. Some have their reaſons for abſenting on the pre- 
ceding part of the day, which will not however, ſtand the teſt 
at the bar of God. Others cannot give their attendance on the 
latter; for there are whoſe God is their belly, as the apoſtle 
ſpeaks; and this god muſt be worſhipped on the firſt as much, 
if not more than on any day of the week. Hence, with many, 
it is a day of giving and receiving viſits, and of mutual featts. 
ing, perhaps, to intemperance; thus caring for, and pampering 
the body, while the nobler part the ſoul, is quite neglected, 
and left to ſtarve. | „ ee 00 
Thus floth, or attention to dreſe, and the gratification of 
their lower appetites, the mean deity to which many devote 
their time and care, unhappily conſume the beſt part of this 
ſacred day. Or perhaps, they have fat ſo late, or rather early at 
their cups the preceding night, that they find themſelves quite 
indiſpoſed for ſuch ſervices, and can ſcarce be ready by the af- 
ternoon, to give their bodily preſence at public worſhip, while 
the heart is abſent, or the ſenſes drowned in ſſeep. The com- 
mand enjoining the due obſervance of this day, is thus pre- 
faced, Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy ;* which 
implies not only the actual ſanctification of that facred portion 
of our time, but alſo a previous care to be found in a ſuitable 
frame of ſpirit-when it approaches. They forget this, who are 
loſt amidſt the ſtuff and buſtle of the world. when that day over- 
takes them, or ſo long as the laws of the land permit; or who 
terminate one week, and commence another at the tavern, as 
if it was ſet apart for celebrating a feaſt, in honour of that hea- 
then idol Bacchus. Thoſe who thus ſpend the firſt part of that 
day, are generally to be found among the ſtreet and field ſtrol- 
lers on the evening, when the weather and ſeaſon permit; thus 
tempting Satan, compared to the fowls in the parable, to take 
away the ſeed of the word, ſown thro? the day on their hearts, 
which are like the way fide, callous, beaten, and common to 


f” 


THe JupGMENTS of Hraven 127 


all paſſengers, They aſſociate in circles and clubs, it is to be 
feared, for vain and worldly converſation; but how will they 
endure to be hereafter bound together in bundles, like tares, in 
order to be caſt into a fire which ſhall not be quenched ? 
Thus they harden one another in their vain courſes. While 
thoſe in the higher circles pxofane the Sabbath in their own 


But while we lament that of the poor, vaſt multitudes neglect 
the means of knowledge and grace, and are ſunk in ignorance 


the water; ſhould we ſay, with the prophet, * Surely theſe are 
poor, they are fooliſh: for they know not the way of che Lord, 


men: for they have known the way of the Lord and the judg- 
ment of their God;' is there not reaſon to fear, we may add 
with him, * but theſe have altogether broken the yoke, and burſt 
the bonds, yea, the hand of the princes and rulers hath been 
chief in the treſpaſs?* Viſit the princely habitations af . ſuch, 
and you will rarely hear grateful acknowledgments to the Au- 
thor of all bleſſings, in prayer and praiſe. Wk +: ſuch fer- 
vices are held up to deriſion, as the efuſions of a heated brain, 
as mere cant, enthuſiaſm, prieſtcraft, and hypocriſy. With 
ſuch, in general, religion, neither in practice nor in #heory, is 
the order of the day; tho', to ſave appearances, they may oc- 
caſionally aſſume ſeeming zeal for its intereſts. Are men of 


* 


@ th mm 


wards, exemplary for due attendance upon public worſhip ? 
Alas! the very reverſe is too notoriouſly the caſe. We have 
no room, in this reſpect, to ſay to any, Stand by; for we are 
holier than you. Our landed intereſt may be well repreſented 
in the ſtate; but is it not obvious to the world, that they are 
but poorly repreſented in the houſe of God? More frequently 
are ſome to be ſeen at the tavern, the theatre, and, I fear, the 
brothel may be added, theſe haunts of faſhionable reſort in the 
modiſh world. When the ſacred reſt of the Sabbath is invad- 
ed, under the forms of juſtice, and the ſanction of legal au- 
thorityz and when perſons, high in rank, or in oſhce, in Church 
or ſtate, countznance or defend ſuch conduct, the guilt be- 
comes more aggravated, and the conſequences more ſerious and 
*gxtenſive4. Many of our public ES eſpecially in times 
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+ The Author begs leave to mention a few circumſtances, out of many, in 
Aluſtration of the above remark. It is well known that the maſter Bakers of 
e the city of London, commenced a proceſs in the Court of King's Bench, againſt 
their Journeymen, ſome time ago, to oblige theſe to work upon the Lord's day; 
| and obtained a decifion in their favour, obliging them to work the whole day, 
to at their maſters diſcretion, or abide the pains of law. Parliament, with a 
new, it would ſeem, to modify — brought in, and paſſed a Bill at 


"Pp 


way, ſuch is the manner of many in the lower ranks in life. 
and vice, drinking up iniquity. as the thriſty ox drinketh up 


nor the judgment of their God. Iwill get me unto the great 


eminence in ſtation, from the peer and repreſentative down- 
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of war, make very free with this inſtitution; tho? at no period 
ſhould a people be more afraid of-offending God. What part 
of military parade is diſcontinued'on the Lord's day? as if the 


ſeſſion, entitled, A Bill for the better odſervation of the Lord's day, commonly 
called Sunday; in which it is expreſsly enacted, that they ſhall be obliged to 


work, only to one o'clock in the afternoon; and conſidering the early hour at 


- which they begin their work, and the nature of it, is it not eaſy to ſee how very 


unfit they muſt be for worſhipping God on the after part of the day? If any 
earthly court or legiſlature have a right ro enforce the plain and poſitive violati- 
on of the Divine law in one inſtance, why not in another, or in reſpect of the 


whole law? for the whole is enforced by the ſame authority, and he, or they who 


thus offend, or cauſe to offend, in one point, is, in the judgment of Heaven 
guilty of all. And if they pcfleſs a right to conſtrain about 80900 individuals, 
the ſuppoſed number of mechanics of the above deſcription in the Metropolis, 
to violate an expreſs mandate of Heaven, by ſervile labour, on this day, upon 
pain of incurring certain penalties, in caſe of non-compliance; muſt we not 
grant that they have equal power over all the members of the Community? 
One of the Dignitaries of the Church of England, Archdeacon Paley of 


_ Carliſle, attempts to prove, in his Principles of Moral and Political Philoſophy, 


— Ch. 6. of the uſe of Sabbatical inſtitations, that the obſervance of the Sab- 
bath is no farther of moral obligation on Chriſtians, than to attend on public 
worſhip, and even, that only in conſequence of the State having interpoſed its 
authority. We have not heard that he was ever called to any account for ad- ' 
vancing this ſtrange poſition. If others in the ſacred office go not that length, 


yet the example of many of them on that day does not merit imitation. Except 


what is termed canonical hours, how is it ſpent by Clergy amd people? and 
even during theſe, can it be ſaid, that they remember it, to keep it holy? 
Who has not heard of the Book of Sports in the reign of the Stuart family, 
enjoining on the ſubjects the groſs profanation of this holy day? Among the 
various caules of a ſolemn Faſt and Humiliation to be kept by the Kivg and the 
'whole Church, upon "Thurſday 26th of December 1650, the following are to 
de ſeen—*® The great Profanity of his Court for many years, too much tolerated 
and countenanced by him, in Maſks and Sabbath-breakings, at laſt publicly 
by him in many things by the Book of Sports“! | = 
Was it an act of mercy or neceſſity, lately to employ 500 carpenters on the 
Lord's day, to fit up accommodations at Frogmore, for the gueſts that were to ce- 
lebrate certain nuptials ?—On the Lord's day the artillery, intended for the ſiege 
of Dunkirk, was carried from Woolwich, and ſhipped; as alſo the troops and 
Emigrants for the Quiberon bay expedition, to the number of x0,000. The 


above circumſtances are mentioned on the authority of ſeveral of the London 


papers, in which they appeared. What buſtle ! what profanation of that day, 
between thoſe that were employed on the occaſion, and the ſpectatore! May 
we not read our fin, and its puniſhment in the diſgrace and diſappoigtment ins 
eurred in both caſes? | e 

What buſtle and ſervile work may be oſten ſeen, in our Dock-yards, on the 
Lord's day! Have we not often heard of Concerts on this day, and of Clubs 
for the purpoſe of Drunkenneſs and riot, both ſanctioned and attended by per- 
ſons of high rank? A certain pious and judicious author, adverting to the pro- 
fanation of this day, during the inauſpicious period of the American war, hath - 
this remark, © What mean the Sunday expeditions, the pompous parading by 
land and water, which all the world hath lately heard of, aud multitudes wit- 
nefled? What mean the levees at Court, the muſical.bands and concerts, and 


Pleaſure companies permitted about ſome of the royal palaces, on that day, con- 
. feerated, b 


the authority of Heaven, to ſacred reſt, the ſervice of the King 
of Kings, and attention to ſpiritual and eternal things?“ By theſe, and a ther - 
ſand other ways, too tedious to mention, which fall not under the deſcription cf 


w. hy either of neceſſity or mercy, is this ſacred reſi invaded and profaned in 


eur iſle, ; 


* 


1 


their religious aſſemblies with military weapons. 
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laws of Heaven were not binding on thoſe, who enliſt to ſerve 


earthly princes, or the ſword could give a right to violate that 


ſacred reſt. The followers of Mahomet do not ſo treat the in- 


ſtitutions of that impoſtor, nor do they preſume to appear in 


= 


* 


The. caſe of a nation becomes truly alarming, when all ranks 
pervert their ways, and when thoſe who give law to faſhion, 
inſtead of exemplifying the Chriſtian character, turn their 


back on the public, as well as the private inſtitutions of religi- 


on; ſothat, were their example univerſally copied, we might have 
ſhut ſanctuaries, filent ſabbaths, and not the ſhadow of piety 
remaining. Once it was far otherwile in theſe lands; but, alas! 
in this reſpect, how are we fallen! It is to little purpoſe that 
the ſprings of induſtry among the poorer ſort are ſhut up one 
day in ſeven, as the Divine mandate requires; if on that ve 

day the ſluices of ſenſual amuſement, diſſipation and folly, be 


| ſet open among the great and affluent, and permitted to flow, 


without check or intermiſſion? The common people may be 
reſtricted from their favourite diverſions on the Lord's day; but 


what avails this, if families of the firſt rank and diſtinction are 


ſuffered to indulge in practices that are unlawful on any day, 


and proſtitute their houſes into a place of rendezvous for the 


votaries of pleaſure, gaming, and diſſipationof both ſbxes? While 
ſo many, honoured with the appelation of noble and gentle, 
deſert the places of public worſhip, as if infected with à peſt, 


form parties of pleaſure on the Lord's day, and ſpend the e- 


vening walking abroad, when the ſeaſon permits, or at cards 
and concerts; and while, by their impious, or immoral practices, 
their manſions are converted virtually into ſynagogues of Sa- 


tan, or temples of vice, what can be expected of their chil- 


dren, ſervants and dependants? Do not theſe, and the like 
things, more effectually degrade nobility, than the decree of the 
Legiſlature of a neighbouring nation? Where they prevail, and 
ſuch are the ſabbaths thouſands keep, do they not mark a peo- 
ple ripe for ruin? If our Brethren on the other ſide the Tweed 
be notorious for the groſs profanation of the holy ſabbath, few 
regarding it but during what is called canonical hours, and 
{ul fewer devoting it to the proper exerciſes of the day, is it not 
to be feared, that we in this part of the iſle, and eſpecially our 
people of faſhion, are making quick advances in copying their 
example, in this and their other worſt practices, without imi- 
tating their virtues, tho' perhaps, not in ſo open and avowed a 
manner ? . 5 718 

In what manner many ſpend the Chriſtian Sabbath, and diſ- 
charge the duties of their ſtation, the day of final deciſion will 
declare; tho' it be not already a ſecrets for, unaſhamed of their 
conduct, they proclain their fins, like Sodom, and hide them 
not. Perhaps they think, as in the inſtance referred to already, 


much as a drop of water thall be given to procure a momenta. 


to follow their own way, and walk in a vain ſhewz God will 


their works, and to exact the more of thoſe to whom much was 


_ white there is forgivennefs with him, that he may be feared, and 
mercy and plenteous redemption, that he may eee unto} 


ing our religious profeſſion and advantages; with what conſiſt 


form ourfelves, ere we accoſt others, Stand by; for we are ho- 


conduct recommend and enforce it. And let all ranks, as they 


| | : ; 
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that the Judge of all the earth will treat them hereafter, ac- 
- cording to their rank, wealth and titles in the preſent ſtate. Lit, 
tle do many ſeem to think, that a fingle night may fend even 
thoſe, who are, like Dives, clothed with fine linen and purple, 


and fare fumptuouſly every day, into thefe regions where not ſo 


Ty eaſe of their torment. Alas, into how ſmall a compaſs may 
the religion of many be reduced! But ſince they claim a right 


follow his way, which is to render to every one according to 
given, to turn the wicked into hell, and all that forget God.“ 


Oh, that all ranks would timely reflect on their ways, and 
doings that have not been good, and return to the Lord, 


If the things ſuggeſted above be facts, if the CHfiſtian ſab. 
bath be profaned ſuch various ways among us, notwithſtand- 
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ency can we reproach others for their unhallowed freedonis 
with this day, be their conduct, m this reſpect, ever fo re- 
henfible? Let us caſt the beam firſt out of our own eye, 
fore we proceed to caſt the mote out of our neighbours; re- 


lier than you, elſe, in reproaching them, we condemn ourſelves, 
Let ſuch as preſide in Church and State take an example from 
that pious magiſtrate and reformer, Nehemiah, who ſet him- 
ſelf in euneſt, to reform the abuſes which had crept into 
both; and to give that example weight, let their, own private 


tender the favour, and would avoid the wrath of the -Almigh- 
ty, turn away their foot from the fabbath, from doing their 
leaſure on his holy day; and call the ſabbath A delight; the 
oly of the Lord, Honourable, and honour him, not doing 
their own ways, not finding their own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking 
their own words: Then ſhall they delight themſelves in the 
Lord; and he will cauſe them to ride upon the high places of 
the earth, and feed them with, the heritage of Jacob; for the 
mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it.“ Foy. 
The fpirit of inſubordination, both towards God, and man, 
which appears in our day, is a great and foreboding evil. E- 
very fm implies a diſavowal of the Divine autbority, and is, in gia 


effect, an act of homage to the prince of darkneſs. Sinners titl 


of all defcriptions break the chain of ſubordination that knits tha 
earth to Heaven, and ſubjects man to God as the ſupreme ru- in 
ler, and to thoſe who are appointed by him as ſubordinate. inſt 
The language of ſuch is that of rebels, We will not have this 
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man to reign over us; Who is the Lord that we ſhould obey 
him? Our tongues are our own, who is lord over us? If they ſay: 


not ſo with their lips, fuch is the language at leaſt of their prac- 
1 tice, Which ſpeaks more audibly. When men revolt from their 
: allegiance to God, and refuſe ſubjection to his righteous go- 
0 vernment, no wonder they ſhould ſpurn at the yoke of fellow: 
» creatures, who are fallible in the ir meaſures, and often oppreſ- 
y fre in their adminiſtration. "The various commotions that have 
"I exiſted in different places of late, fome of which have given 
1 occaſion to the effuſion of blond, and to executions, are to bs 
0 viewed in a ſerious light, as tokens of the Divine diſpleaſure; 
F and ought to be lamented as fo many bitter fruits of iniquity. 
1 Should theſe unhappily increaſe, and the ſtate of things fur- 
d niſh a plauſible pretext, who can define the conſequences? for 
a, by them God ſometimes executes his vengeance on a 2 
1d when they are ripe for his judgments. By them too, pu- 
ol niſhes difreſpeCt to his own authority, in thoſe who ought to 
b- exert their power and influence for his honour. When they 
d- become general or extenſive, they are the hurricanes, tempeſts, 
ſt- and ones of the political or moral world, by which a 
ns righteous God accompliſhes his own purpoſes, even while he 
te- puniſhes the agents for their unworthy ends and motives. All 
re, this hath been lately exemplified in a neighbouring nation, and 
re- is more or leſs verified in the hiſtory of the world in every age. 


10- When theſe floods hft up their voice, and their waves, he alone, 
es. who lits as king upon them, can ſay with effect, Peace, be ſtill, 
hitherto ſhall ye come, and no farther, and here ſhall your vio- 
lence be ſtayed. To him it belongs to ſtill the tumults of the 
people; whoſe wrath {hall praiſe him, and to the remainder of 
which, what is not neceſſary for this purpoſe, he will ſet re» 
ſtraining bounds. | | f e 
But while we muſt reprobate the ſpirit often diſcovered on 
ſuch occaſions, and lament its immediate fruits and effects, it 
is worth, inquiring whence that ſpirit originates, and derives 
ſupport, or to what ſource- it may be juſtly traced, Perhaps, 
upon inquiry, it may be found, in one view, to derive: much 
of ite fatal influence from a ſource we would at firſt leaſt ſuſ- 
pect, and to be juſtly chargeable- on many who may be loudeſt 
in their complaints againſt it. Is not God the original ſoureg 
of all juſt power and authority, by whom kings 2 and 
nan, WM princes and rulers decree juſtice ? He is the King of kings, 
E- and Lord of lords, and, in a ſpecial manner, claims their alle- 
, in giance and homage. As ſuch, is he not therefore, juſtly en- 
ners titled to their rt and chief regard? Should thoſe then, who 
cnits ſhare moſt of his temporal favours, and whoſe rank and ſtation 
The in ſociety. place them like a city ſet on a hill, that cannot be hid, 
nate. inſtead of revering the Author of their being, and the diſpen- 
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fer of all their advantages, ſet the example of contemning his 


authority, and neglecting his inſtitutions, do they not, in effect, 
teach their inferiors to deſpiſe their own authority, and to break 
that chain of ſubordination which linke all the ranks in lociety 
together, and the whole to the throne of God? In vain do 
ſuch inculcate loyalty to earthly rulers, if their own conduct is, 
mean while, viſibly fraught with diſloyalty, rebellion, and trea- 
Ion to the King of heaven. The inference is neither forced, 
nor remote, 'but muſt firike at firſt view, If theſe, who are 
under ſuch peculiar obligations to Heaven, fet the example of 
contemning the authority, on which they found their own, with 
what conſiſtency can they puniſh us, ſhould we in any punctilio 
happen to diſreſpect theirs, when the king himſelf, as Solo- 


mon tells us, is ſerved of the field which we cultivate with our 


hands? IS 69h. Th 
How would it anſwer to inculcate this doctrine upon the 
privates of a great army, ReſpeCt the perſon, and obey the 


commands of the ſubaltern officers, but hold both the perſon 
and orders of your head Commander in abfolute We e and 
di 


yet, ſuch is the language of their practice who are diſobedient, 
profane, and irreligious towards God, however loud and cla- 
mant they may be in expreſſions of loyalty to their prince. In- 
fluence always deſcends; for it is well known how prone the 
lower clafles of mankind are to imitate the faſhions, and the 
manners of the great. When theſe are unfriendly to the claims 
of virtue and picty, or make free to violate and negle their 
laws and inſtitutions, as is too often the cafe; let them not 
wonder, if the inferior ranks in life prove refractory, immoral, 
and deſpiſers even of lawful authority: for ſuch is the native 
tendency of an example which they are but too apt to copy. 
Should thoſe who move in the higher circles of ſociety remain 
corrupt, and diſſipated, what can be expected but that their 
conduct, and example, like ſo many poiſoned fountains, ſtill 
emitting noxious ſtreams, ſhould taint the lower orders? If 
ſuch ever enjoin the duties of morality on their inferiors or de- 
pendants, or reprove their diſorderly conduct, what good eſ- 
fects can ſuch injunctions or reproofs be ſuppoſed to produce? 
The old ſarcaſm ſtill applies, Phyſician, heal thyſelf; for pre- 
cepts, counteracted by example, become fruitleſs, or rather, 
quite ridiculous, and retort with ſeverity on the giver. All the 
pains and penalties the civil magiſtrate can inflict, tho' theſe 


| thould be multiplied from day to day, will not go half fo far 


to reform a people, or ſecure their ſober and regular conduct, 
as the good example of thoſe whom they are accuſtomed to 
conſider as their ſuperiors. The operation of the former may 
prove unfriendly to virtue, and even to good order; while the 
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latter carries conviction to the heart, and attraQts- by the moſt 
Aluriog but powerful chem.. 8 
Among the various cauſes which have contributed to the de- 


gradation of nobility in a neighbouring nation, and, may not I 


add, of the ruleis in church and ſtate? this has been none of 
the leaſt; they had caſt off the fear of God, and refuſed to 
walk in his commandments and ordinances: blameleſs: and he 


was therefore, juſtly provoked to caſt them down from their e- 


minence, to write their name in the duſt, and either to ſcatter . 


them, like fugitives and vagabonds among the nations, or to 
bring them prematurely to the grave with blood. In all this, he 


- hath acted the part of a fighteous Judge, whatever ſinful _ 
hand men might have in theſe unhappy events. So true is that 

ſaying of the Almighty, which he often verifies. in his provi- 
dence; hey that honour me, I will honour : but they that de 


ſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed, ſhall be held in abhorrence, 


and reduced to a ſtate of ignominy and contempt. For the ſins 


of that people, which are ſtill viſited, their rulers, as threaten- 


ed, have of late been many; and for the ſins of theſe rulers, 


particularly their contempt of God and religion, their reign 
hath been ſhort,” turbulent, and blood. Infidelity and vice 
were not confined to laymen of rank, but leavened alfo the 
rulers and paſtors of the church, of which the world hath had 


too many glaring proofs; and thoſe in othEr nations who copy 
their example, have reaſon to fear they ſhall be made partakers 


in their plagues. But while the natural tendency and judicial 


punichment of irreligion and immorality in the great, is the 


corruption of the morals of the lower orders, and conſequently. 


the deſtruction of due ſubordination in ſociety, a conſideration 
which merits the ſerious attention of the great Aid affluent; let 


none fooliſhly ſuppoſe that this can } uſtify any irtegular practices 


even in the loweſt and meaneſt of the people. One law is to 
all; and tho' impropriety of conduct may be leſs inexcuſable 


in ſome; yet, vice of every kind is its own puniſhment z and 


every man, of whatever rank or ſtation, ſhall receive from God 
according to his works. Let none, therefore, ſurmiſe that the 


above re marks are intended to extenuate, far leſs to juſtify, any 
outrages of which the lower claſſes in ſociety may be guilty; - for, 


in candour, they will bear no ſuch conſtruction; tho” indeed, 


they ſerve to aggravate the vices of thoſe who-enjoy ſuperior ad- 


vantages, and to point out the connection, eſtabliſhed under 
the Divine government, betwixt vice and miſery or anarchy, 
and between a pious and virtuous conduct, and good order and 
proſperity; a cireumſtance that ought not to · be paſſed over in 
blence, or diſtegarded by the great and affluent. g 


Oppreſſion is a crime which is threatened, every where in 
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ouſneſs or juſtice and judgment for all that are oppreſſed; and 
in ſo doing, often breaks, as it is expreſſed, their oppreſſors in 
pieces. Such may addreſs him with David, “Let our ſentence 
come forth from thy preſence : let thine eyes behold the things 
chat are equal;” nor will they addreſs him in vain. A court of 
equity is ever ſitting in heaven, to receive appeals from the wrong- 
ful deciſions of men here below, which ſhall all be reviewed; 
and to liſten to the cry of their oppreſſion, and arraign the 
conduct of their oppreſſors; and in that court a Judge preſides 
- whoſe impartial hand holds the ſcales of juſtice even; whoſe un- 
erring eye marks the leaſt inclination of either; and from whoſe i 
* Tentence injured innocence is therefore taught to expect redreſs, e 
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geripture, with the moſt awful expreſſions of God's diſpleaſure, | 
« For the oppreſſion of the poor, for the fighing of the needy, 


now will I ariſe, ſaith the Lord, I will ſet him in ſafety from 
him that puffeth at him;“ or would enſnare him, as the margin 
reads it. The Pſalmift tells us, that He executeth righte- 


The viſitation of this crime had a principal ſhare in all the n 
Judgments inflicted on the world, ſince its deſtruction by water, f 


to the preſent day; becauſe it hath been found to exiſt in every 1 
age, and often to pretail. You all know that this was the pro- 1 
curing cauſe of the plagues inflicted on Egypt, and of the de- 7 
ſruction of Pharaoh, and his hoſt in the red ſea. The violence I þ 
that was in their hands conſtituted a principal part of Nineveh's n 
guilt; from which, and their every other evil way, they were b 

exhorted to turn; and from which they actually turned, God b 


being judge; whence he repented of the evil that he had ſaid " 
he would 05 unto them, and did it not. Tho' the Jews were an it 
highly favoured people, yet were they prone to oppreſs their I h 
poor brethren} whence they often procured themſelves great 1 
calamities. Nor can this crime be now leſs offenſive in the ſight be 
of Heaven, or productive of leſs ſerious conſequences. "2 


The poor, the fatherleſs, the e and the widow, God Ve 


claims, in every age and country, as the objects of his peculiar th 


care; whence, to oppreſs them, is to commit treaſon againſt bl 
him, which he will not fail to recompence. Nebuchadnezzar fo 
king of Babylon was a ſucceſsful warior, and great oppreſſor I th 
in the earth, cauſing terror and deſolation in the land of ' the £ 


| living. In the 13th and 14th chapters of Ifaiah's prophecy, op 


you may, however, trace, at your leiſure, his own fearful fate, W tic 
when he had ſerved the purpoſes of Divine providence, as a 


' ſcourge in God's hand to chaſtiſe the rebellious nations, and 


wrath, threatens to deſtroy the Metropolis of the empire, by 


the Medes, and gives a ſtriking deſcription of its overthrow 
and deſolation. Upon that ſolemn occaſion, chis proverb was 


taken up, reſpeQing both the monarch and his capital, How 
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hath the oppreſſor ceaſed! the golden city, or the exactreſs of 
gold, ceaſed! The Lord hath broken the ſtaff of the wicked, 
and the ſceptre of the rulers, He who ſmote the people in. 


wrath with a continual ſtroke z he that ruled the nations in 


anger, 1s perſecuted, and none hindereth.” The nations are re- 
preſented as tranquil and joyful at his fall; for the debaſement, 

or demiſe of ſuch men is a general bleſſing: The whole earth 
is at reſt, and is quiet: they break forth into ſinging. Yea, 
the fir-trees rejoice at thee, and the cedars of Lebanon, ſaying, 


Since thou art laid down, no feller is come up againſt us.” 
Hell, or the regions of the dead, are introduced as in a ſtate of 
commotion at the deſcent of this once potent tyrant; and the. 
kings of the earth, to whom he was a terror in his day, as 
riſing up, in ghaſtly pomp, to exult over him in their turn. 


Hell from beneath is moved for thee, to meet thee at thy coming: 


it ſtirreth up the dead for thee, even alk the chief ones of the 
earth; it. hath raiſed up from their thrones all the kings of the 


nations. All they ſhall ſpeak, and fay unto thee, Art thou al- 


ſo become weak as we? art thou become like unto us? Thy 
pomp'is brought down to the grave, and the noiſe of thy viols: 
the worm is ſpread under thee, and the worms cover thee. 
How art thou fallen from heaven, O lucifer, ſon of the morning! 


how art thou cut down to the ground, which did weaken the 


nations!” Such as had acceſs to witneſs the cataſtrophe are 
brought in ſaying, *«Is this the man that made the earth to trem- 
ble, that did ſhake kingdoms? That made the world as a wilder- 


neſs, and deſtroyed the cities thereof, that opened not the houſe 


of his priſoners?” Then follow the judgments of Heaven upon 


himſelf, becauſe he had deſtroyed the land, and ſlain his people;” 


and upon his offspring: for «the ſeed of evil doers ſhall never 


be renowned;” while the Lord threatens to ſweep his capital 
with the beſom of, deſtruction, as an emblem of the dread o- 


verthrow of myſtical Babylon, which is now approaching. Let 
the oppreſſors of the earth, who fo often moiſten it with human 
blood, trace in the whole paſſage their own impending doom: 
for God will doubtleſs deſtroy them who corrupt and deſtroy 
the earth, in whom they have a potent foe. 5 

It may therefore, be aſſerted as à certain fact, that wherever 
oppreſſion prevails, and, eſpecially, wherever it receives the ſanc- 
tion of law, and of thoſe in authority, whoſe ſanction or connive 
ance is neceſſary to its very exiſtence; there will God viſit it, 
one time or other, with ſignal tokens of his anger. Happy 


would I be, to have it in my power to ſay, that no ſuch crime 


exiſts within the pfecincts of the Britiſh dominions, ſo of- 
: ſeat of liberty, and the envy of the world. 


+ See tic of Rey. 13th v, text and marzing 
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But ras are ſtubborn hinge, and their ide e oy 4 
verturned by ſtrokes of | rhetoric, or high” ſwelling”words-of  . 
vanity. It is to be feared, that this Heaven-darivg: vice exiſts, 
and exerts itſelf in various forms among us. Is there no ſuch 
thing to be ſeen or felt, in our land, as what the Seriptures call 
&« Grinding the faces of the poor?” If this isnot the object, it 


is che effect of various ſpecies of monopolies, that too generally 


prevail, Let the bounties of Heaven be diſpenſed with 2 Tpar- 
ing or liberal hand, exertions are ſtill made to raiſe, or keep 


up the price of the neceſſaries of life, to the great detriment 
and oppreſſion of the poor. So unfeeling are many, that no 


advance in the price of theſe articles, can come up to the 


bounds of their wiſhes; which, like the horſe-leach, ever cry, 
Give, give. Not content with this, fome are ſo loſt to all enk 
of common honeſty, that they will adulterate their commodities, 


and uſe falſe weights and meaſures in their retail. Theſe, and 


the like things are exceedingly al, fol in the ſight of God, 
and cannot fail to be puniſhed; unleſs followed by repentance . 
and reſtitution. * 

Certain claſſes 0% deſcriptions of Ben feel the rod of op- 
preſſion more ſenfibly*. In our Eaſtern and Weſtern foreign 
dependancies, do no nere of this occur? or rather, hat 
not oppreſſion there aſſumed the form, and acquired the 
ſtrength of a ſyſtem? Of the truth of this, the Slave trade a- 
lone furniſhes a flagrant änd difgraceful proof. Our conduct 
in this affair will fearce bear to be mentioned; but tho' we 
ſhould paſs it over in ſilence, Heaven, ſo much inſulted, and 


| ſet at defiance by its continuance in preſent cixeumſtances, will 
| not fail to animadvert upon it; yea, hath partly done | it already+. 3 


in the Highlands, too muchiof the feudal ſyſtem ſtill A The poor 
people there endure many herdſhips, of which thoſe unacquainted with their fi- 


tuation, can have no conception. In times of war, levies of men are often made 


infa manner, that would diſgrace the moſt arbitrary ſyſtem on earth; at Jeaſt, 


in many inſtances, And do not the ſea- faring part of the nation too, endure 


Freat hardſhips, in being impreſſed into the ſervice; and the troops of the line, 
by being detained for life? Are not Entails oppreſſi ve in their operation, and 


boſtile to the claims of nature, and of juſtice, when they defraud vear relatives 


of the right of inheriting what would in equity be their due; and ſociety alſo, 
in the caſe of contracted debts? Can it be ſaid, that juſtice is diſpenſed with- 


out oppreſſion when a cauſe may be protracted for many years, beſore a final 


decifion can be ebtained, till a load of expence is incurred ? whence a perſon of 
wealth may eafily evade, or ward off the claims of juſtice, when his antagoniſt 


js not in caſe to contend with him; and whence too, a prudent man will rather 


for ego his right, or ſubmit to certain loſs, than riſk the "ANET;: the” expence, 
and precarious i iſſue of a tedious litigation, | 
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+ tn what other light can we view the fatal diſaſters which have now, once 


and again, accompanied our attempts to defend theſe iſlands, where we patro- 


nize and ſanction oppreſſion of the worſt kind? The very elements are con- 


tending againſ! us, announce the wrath of God, and Flead the cauſe of his op- 
| Preſſed, and injured creatures. There is reaſon to fcar, that tuch as may eſcape 
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108 Tet the- dealers in this traffic confider what the 8 bn, — oY 


of. « Wo unto him that buildeth his houſe by unrighteouſneſs, ana 
"IP his chambers by wrong; that uſeth his neighbours ſervice wih -- 
4 out wages, and giveth him not for his work.” What the Lora 
all © faith by Moſes, merits alſo their attention; Thou: ſhalt neither „ 
it vex a ſtranger nor oppreſs him. Ve hall not afflit any widow / 
as | or fatherleſs child. If thou afflict them in any wiſe, and they E: 

ir cry at all unto me; I will, ſurely hear their cry; and my wrath, 

ep ſhall wax hot, and 1 will kill you with the ſword; and your. - _ > 
nt wives ſhall be widows, and your children fatherleſs.” J 


myriads of Widows, Fatherleſs and Orphans that ſwarm in our 
land, bereaved of their huſhands and fathers by the ſword of 
war, we may ſee the execution of this threatening, and the 
puniſhment of this traffic. But there it ſhall not reſt. What 
God ſaid of ancient Ifracl, and their oppreſſors the Egyptians, 
correſponds with his uſual procedure, and may be yet verified 
in the caſe of the people in queſtion; whom our avarice hath 
dragged from their native ſoil, and reduced to a ſtate of the 
molt abject ſervitude; © Know: of a ſurety that that nation 
op⸗ whom they ſhall ferve will 1 judge: and afterwards ſhall they 
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ign come out with great ſubſtance.” Hear this, O Britons, and 8 

1th * tremble at the proſpect of ſuch retribution! | | 
the | Like Pharaoh, we have been deaf to God's voice, pleading 8 | 
22 with us late ly, by his vicegerent conſcience, conſtrained to 
ug ſpeak in no fewer than 500 petitions, many of which were ſigned 


by thouſands; and, like him, 1 ſear, we ſhall ſee our guilt and 
folly, voy when it a be too ne to Prevent the execution of 


the dangers of the deep,” may find, like many of their Chiles a premature 
grave in that land of Bondage, whither they are ſent. The attempts to ſecure 
what hath been acquired, or uſed urjuſtly, God often blaſts; while he viſits the 
perſons, or property of oppreſſors, and ſuch he accounts us in reſpet of our A- 
krican brethren, with awſul tokens of his diſpleaſure. 

In the late debates in the Houſe of Commons, a member aſſerted, that ne 
fewer than 500 Petitions had becn preſented in that Houſe againſt the Slave 
trade. Mr Wilberforce told them, when they refuſed to anſwer the prayer of 
theſe petitions, That they offered the higheſt infult to the God of heaven, by 
voting the contingance of the bloody tra flick, immediately or their return from 
Faſting and Praying!“ If what Iſaiah faith applies to oppreſſion in genera!, 
much more to this ſpecies of itz * The ſpoil of the poor is in your houſes. What 
mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor ? 
faith the Lord God of hoſts.” Strong as this expreſſion and i image is, to denote g | 
grie vous oppreſſion; yet is it exceeded by the prophet Micah; The paſſage, as | 4 
rendered by Dr Lowth, runs; „ Hear, I pray you, ye chiefs of Jacob; and ye | 

| 


\ 


. princes of the houſe of Iſrael: is it not yours to know what is right? Ve that 
hate good, and love evil; who tear their ſkiv from off them; and their fleſh 
from off their bones; Who devour the fleſh of my people; and flay from off them WE 
their ſkin; and their bones they daſh in pieces; and chop them aſunder, as morſels | 


by for the potz and as fleſh thrown into the midſt of the'cauldron,” Such language 9 

pane we ought to view as addreſſed to ourſelves, whence we may apply what follow 8 
e con- Then ſhall they cry unto the Lord, but he will not hear them: he will even hide | / 

his — his face from chem at that time, as they have behaved themſelves ill in their do- 
ö elcap | ings.” If ſuch our 18 let us not e God will * or avert his wratk. 
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the merited vengeance. God will not be mocked by the pleas 
of avaricious traders in human fleſh, or the pitiful pretexts of 
ſtateſmen to ſecure their infamous traffic. Pharaoh had plau- 
ſible reaſons of ſtate to rae for not letting Iſrael go; but theſe 

| coſt him his kingdom, his life, and the life of his firſt- born; 

and wo ſhall be to them who copy his example, if tle God of 
the opprefſed Hebrews, be the God and judge of the whole 
earth „ They that walk uprightly, walk ſurely: but the way. | 
of tranſgreſſors is hard.” The wicked are caught in their own 

; | ſnares, to whom there ſhall be many ſorrows. | 2D 


The heavy charge of blood, or murder is often brought 5 
gainſt the Jews, with whom blood is ſaid to have touched blood, 
and the land to have been thereby defiled. The Lord ſaith by one pro- 
phet, “he iniquity of the houſe of Iſrael and Judah is exceed- 
ing great, and the land is full of blood; and by another, Yea, 

| when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are 
full of blood.” The term in the original here, as alſo elſewhere, 
is in the plural, probably, to denote the various ways by which 
the awful guilt of murder was contracted. Upon this/a noted 
Commentator (Henry) faith, © Their hands were full of blood, 
that is, they were guilty of murder, rapine, and oppreſſion, 
under colour of law and juſtice. The people ſhed blood, and 
the rulers did not puniſn them for it; the rulers ſhed blood, 
and the people were aiding and abetting, as the elders of Ter= MW - 
reel were to Jezebel in ſhedding Naboth's blood, Malice is | 
| heart murther in the account of God; he that hateth his brother 
in his heart, hath in effect his hands full of blood.” But I ſhall . 
not tarry to inquire into the grounds of this ſolemn charge, as | 
brought againſt the Jewiſh nation, being mueh more concerned t 
io ſee how far it may apply to ourſelves, as one of our national t 
fins, for which we are viſited with the judgments of Heaven. c 
Here you will bear with me a little, while I attempt to ſhew * 
the cauſe we have to plead guilty to the charge; leſt, by a ſin- { 
ful ſilence, I ſhould offend our common Maker, and bring the b 
guilt of blood on my own ſoul. | ex, 9 5 3 v 
HFave not many thouſands ſuffered in our land, both under ſ 
Popery and Epiſcopacy, for their attachment to the truth, or 0 
following the dictates of conſcience? Many of theſe ſuffered, ci 
not only in the confiſcation of their property, whence many Vi 
eſtates were originally acquired, but alſo in the impriſonment, d. 


) or exile of their perſons; and not a few to the death, not count- 


ing their life-dear to them, ſo be they might finiſh their courſe in 
with joy. Their blood was precious in the fight of Heaven, + 
a 


more precious indeed, than the blood of many kings, captains, 
and great men; of whoſe fleſh God threatens to make a ſupper fo 
for the fowls of Heaven, and the beaſts of prey; called, by 


way of emincnce,\« The ſupper of the great God." He will 


4 


f him. g 
an their own head; whence Paul tells the Elders at Epheſus, 


5 — 
* * 
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of it lies yet unpurged from the throne, the ſenate, and inferi- 
or courts of juſtice, and alſo many great families in the land, 


: whoſe forefathers were noted perſecutors of the godly; yea, 
from the whole land, which is defiled thereby. In theſe, Chriſt - 
| himſelf hath been perſecuted; © Saul, Saul, why: perſecuteſt 


thou me?” Is not the Son of God alſo crucified a freſh among 
us, his blood trampled under foot, and counted an unholy thing? 
By the proſtitution ot the holy ordinance of the Supper, many 


are guilty of his body and blood; and, Oh! will not this plead 


againſt us in the day of viſitation? The Jews madly ſaid of 
old, * His blood be on us, and on our children;“ and for near 
eighteen hundred years now they lie under that blood, and feel 


the effects of counting it unholy. Every ſinner that rejects or 


denies him, joins iſſue in effect with the wicked Jews that 


eried, Away with him, away with him; crucify him, crucify 


All unfaithful miniſters of religion bring blood up- 


that he was free from the blood of all men, and aſſigns as the 
reaſon, that he had not ſhunned to declare the whole counſel of 
God. Ezekiel is told, that if, in his character as a watchman, 
he neglected to warn the people, the blood of thoſe that periſh- 
ed, thro' this neglect, would be required at his hand;; which till 
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therefore, certainly viſit it, in a more ſignal manner than ke hath 
yet done; becauſe we have never as a nation lamented it, and 
implored forgivenneſs. It is therefore to be feared, that much 


holds of the watchman on Zion's walls, who muſt not be dumb, 


or greedy dogs, loving to ſlumber. Is there no guilt on our land 


in this reſpeck? | ave WES 

Parents, maſters, and magiſtrates are called, in their reſpec- 
tive ſtations, to watch over the ſouls under their inſpection, as 
they who muſt give account; and ſhould they fail in this, they 
cannot be innocent. In fine, all impenitent, or obſtinate ſin- 
ners, are ſelf-deſtroyers; O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy- 
ſelf.” Theſe too are guilty of murdering the ſouls of others, 
by their corrupt example, and fatal influence 3 and w 


ciples into their minds, they would act a very different part: for 
verily, they are treaſuring up for themſelves wrath againſt the 
day of wrath, and revelation of God's righteous judgment, » 


indeed, who are deſtitute of love to their neighbour, or flow 
men, are murdurers in the ſight of Heaven, and have their 
hands, in effect full of blood. Alas! how many are to be 
found of this deſcription! 'The fixth precept of the moral law 
prohibits whatever tendeth-to take away the life of our neigh- 


Such as harbour anger, reſentment, malice and barer | 


. RL 


<4 


vock do ſuch make on one another in theſe lands? Would 
ſuch lay this to heart, who are active and zealous in ſeduging 
others to the commiſſion of iniquity, or inſtilling corrupt prin- 
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- bour unjuſtly. With this ſuch are chargeable as deny them gu 
the means of ſubſiſtence, when in their power; or fix ſuch a gr 
| price on theſe, ' without neceſſity, as place them beyond their to 
| reach. All men, even enemies have ſuch a claim upon us. Is 
| | not our land then full of blood, if myriads could be found a- pa 
N | - Mong us, ſo void of humanity and the fear of God, as to with i 35 
g z whole nation fimiſhed, or deprived of the means of ſubſiſt- FR 
| ence, placing our hopes of ſucceſs on the operation of the th 
mamoſt dreadful of all outward' evils? No wonder the voice of 10 
1 flamine ſhould be heard in our borders, when a with fo infernal 801 
2 3 could for a moment be harboured in our breaſts. The Lord is 40 
| - | _Tighteous who taketh vengeance of ſuch wicked inventions. ju 
If we admit with ſome, that no authority on earth can make 2 
that capital, whicl-the Author of tes — not made ſo, and fu 
for my part, 1 cannot help believing this to be the caſe; then 18 
all executions for theft, and other offences not pronounced me- 8 
| ritorious of death inthe word of God, are mur ders in his fight, f 
tho“ under the forms and ſanction of human laws. He never 1 
meant that the life of his creatures ſhould be ſperted with, no 5 
not the life even of a ſparrow or a worm; and nothing can 55 
furniſh a ſtronger proof of degeneracy than the extenſion of the | 8 
penal code f. In corporal puniſhments, whether capital or not, 10 
reſpect is to be had to the human frame, the workmanſhip of 4 . 
God; which ought not in any"caſe to be mangled, or abuſed. | E 
Where is the prince on earth that would tolerate the abuſe, or 05 
mutilation even of his inanimate ſtatue? and can we ſup- th 
poſe that God will not reſent the abuſe often offered to his liv- KY 
ing images, theſe bodies of ours which he hath curiouſly fram- wet 
cd? It the juſtice of the above remarks be admitted, what "2 
+ The Reader will find ſome ſtrictures on this point in the Appendig, which we 
could not conveniently be inſerted here as a note. „5 7 
| | 0 
s | 

r The following is the ſentence lately pronounced on two ſtate priſoners as 

je ſentence of the law in the caſe of treaſon, ever ſince the time of Edward > Tor 
HI. „ You, and each of you, priſoners at the bar, are to be taken from the bat ; 

to the place from whence yeu came, and from thence to be drawn upon a hurdle ab 
to the place of execution, there to be hanged by the neck, but not till you are of 
dead; for you are then to be taken down, your hearts to be cut out, and your ill 

bo wels burned before your face, your heads and limb ſevered from your bodies, and 
held yp to public view, and your bodies ſhall remain at the diſpoſal of his Ma- 
: jeſty; and the Lord have mercy on your ſouls.” Shocking as this ſentence is, it dil 
1 3 includes ſomething farther, that will not bear to be mentioned; and which, if Day 
| not miſinformed, has been ſometimes literally executed. Common ſenſe being Of 
judge, Is it not a diſgrace to the Statute book, an outrage on human nature, and - 

treaſon againſt its Author, a crime greater, e than it is meant te puniſh? 
Do ſuch executions tend to beget an abhorrence of crimes? The reverſe is the 2 
caſe; they harden the heart, and make ſcenes of blood familiar, and its effuſion 3 
little thought of. This was lately verified in France; for when the people's pale . 
ſions were agitated, and the reſtraints of Jaw broken, they reacted the tragedies Wa 
they had ſo often ſeen under the old defpotic government. Both foreigners, and 1 


natives ha ve obſerved, that a barbarous ferocity hath been often diſcovered at 
our public exerutions; which muſt be traced to ſomething elſe than the native 
8 N . | p 
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guilt is contracted, and what blood lies on our land ? for the 
great object of any government ſhould be, to prevent, and not 
to puniſh crimes; to reclaim, and not deſtro yy. 

The crime of murder, in the cafe of Duels, is ſuffered: to 
paſs with impunity in th-ſe lands, by which they are ſtained 
with blood. The pleas uſually urged, in vindication of this 
crime, vaniſh at the touch of reaſon, and dare not be offer=d at 


the bar of God. Without a peradventure, thoſe who preſume 


to acquit the guilty in ſuch caſes, make themſelves amenable 
for their crimes in the fight of Heaven: for ſaith Solomon, 


„He thag juſtifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the 
+ juſt, even they both are abomination to the Lord.” "This | 
crime involves double guilt, the guilt of deliberate murder and 


ſuicide, whether the parties fall or not; and 1s often committed 


for the moſt trivial reaſons; whence ſuch heroes riſk life wan- 


tonly, or die as a fool dieth, and thoſe who acquit them are 
partakers of their fin. Theſe are ſo many Popes in a Proteſt- 
ant country, who preſume to pardon what God exprelsly re- 
quires ſhould be puniſhed' with death: but verily, tho' they e- 
ſcape puniſhment from men, the Lord our God will not ſuffer 


ſuch acquitted felons, or their judges, to eſcape his righteous 


— 


en his mind. Nature revolts at the idea of ſuch a ſcene. 


judgment. In the Armp, a ſtrong temptation to this crime is 


preſented, by attaching diſgrace to the refuſal of a challenge; 


but the blame devolves on thoſe in power, who could eafily 


make it as diſgraceful to give or receive one, as it is at preſent 
thought, in certain caſes, a punctilio of honour, He that ſaved 
the life of a Roman citizen. was applauded; but he that 
with us attempts its deſtruction, without juſt cauſe, and wan- 
tonly expoſes his own life, is reputed a man of honour. . To 


deſert his poſt is a coward's trick; and he'is a poltroon in the 


eye of reaſon and of Heaven, who flies for ſhelter from che ills 
of life to ſelf-deſtruction, or a brother's blood. pee 
Every creature, is taught by inſtinCt to conſult its own pre- 
ſervation. “ No murderer, ſaith an Apoſtle, hath eternal life 
abiding in him;” and ſelf- murder is allowed to be, of all others, 
of the deepeſt die. This crime occurs, alas! not ſeldom in our 
ie}, and indicates the prevalence of infidelity, or of miſery. 


diſpoſitions of the public. What gives a violent ſhock to obe feelings, is repug= 
nant to the law of nature, which is the law of juſtice; and 1 appeal to 22 
one that reads or hears the above ſentence, if it does not produce ſuch an effec 


* 


+ The following extract was taken from one of our principal news-papers. 
«. There is one liſt from the laſt year, which we made out, and would almoſt 


with to conceal from our readers—the lift of Suicides, which amounted to up- 
wards of fifty, that are mentioned in the * This crime of late years, 
00 


bas dreadfully increaſed, and is a ſtrong proof that the ſentiments and manners 


ef the times are very little influenced — precepts of religion.“ 
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the means of ſubſiſtence, when in their power; or fix ſuch a 


price on theſe, without neceility, as place them beyond their 


reach. All men, even enemies have ſuch a claim upon us. Is 


not our land then full of blood, if myriads could be found a- 


mong us, ſo void of humanity and the fear of God, as to with 


2 Whole nation famiſhed, or deprived of the means of ſubſiſt- 
ence, placing our hopes of ſucceſs on the operation of the 
moſt dreadful of all outward evils? No wonder the voice of 


lamine ſhould be heard in our borders, when a with fo infernal 


penal code. 


could for a moment be harboured in our breaſts. The Lord is 
righteous who taketh vengeance of ſuch wicked inventions. 

If we admit with ſome, that no authority on earth can make 
that capital, which:the Author of life hath not made fo, and 
for wy part, I cannot help believing this to be the caſe ; then 


-all<xecutions for theft, and other offences not pronounced me- 
ritorious of death in the word of God, are mur gers in his fight, 
_ tho! under the forms and ſanction of human laws. 
meant that the life of his creatures ſhould be ſperted with, no 


not the life even of a ſparrow or a worm; and nothing can 
furniſh a ſtronger proof of degeneracy than the extenſion of the 
In corporal puniſhments, whether capital or not, 
reſpect is to be had to the human frame, the workmanſhip of 


God; which ought not in any caſe to be mangled, or abuſed, 


Where is the prince on earth that would tolerate the abuſe, or 


_ 


mutilation even of his inanimate ſtatue? and can we ſup- 
poſe that, God will not reſent the abuſe often offered to his liv- 
ing images, theſe bodies of ours which he hath curiouſly fram- 
edt? It the juſtice of the above remarks be admitted, what 
: Fas : 8 r 
+ The Reader will find ſome ſtrictures on this point in the Appendig, which 
could not conveniently be inſerted here as a note. . 5 


f The following is the ſentence lately pronounced on two ſtate priſoners as 
ze ſentence of the law in the cafe of treaſon, ever ſince the time of Edward 
HI. „ You, and each of you, priſoners at the bar, are to be taken from the bar 
to the place from whence yeu came, and from thence to be drawn upon a hurdle 


to the place of execution, there to be hanged by the neck, but not till you are 
dead; for you are then to be taken down, your hearts to be cut out, and yout 


bowel-burnedbefore your face, your heads and limbs ſevered from your bodies; and 
held up to public view, and your bodies ſhall remain at the diſpoſal of his Ma- 
jeſty; and the Lord have mercy on your ſouls,” Shocking as this ſentence is, it 
includes ſomething farther, that will not bear to be mentioned; and which, if 
not miſinformed, has been ſometimes literally executed. Common ſenſe being 


| Judge, Is it not a diſgrace to the Statute book, an outrage on human nature, and 


treaſon againſt its Author, a crime greater, perhaps, than it is meant te puniſh! 
Do ſuch executions tend to beget an abhorrence of crimes? The reverſe is the 
caſez they harden the heart, and make ſcenes of blood familiar, and its effuſion 
little thought of. This was lately verified in France; for when the people's pab 


ions were agitated, and the reſtraints of law broken, they reacted the rragedies 


they had ſo often ſeen under the old deſpotie government. Both foreigners, and 
natives have obſerved, that a barbarous ferocity hath been often diſcovered at 
our public exerutions; which muſt be traced to ſomething elſe than the native 
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guilt is contracted, and what blood lies on our land? for the 
great object of any government ſhould be, to prevent, and not 
to puniſh crimes; to reclaim, and not deſtro xy. 

The crime of murder, in the caſe of Duels,” is ſuffered: to 
paſs with impunity in th-ſe lands, by which they are ſtained 
with blood. The pleas" uſually urged, in vindication of this 
crime, vaniſh at the touch of reaſon, and dare not be offer=d at 


the bar of God. Without a peradventure,. thoſe who preſume 


to acquit the guilty in ſuch caſes, make themſelves amenable 
for their crimes in the ſight of Heaven: for faith Solomon, 


6c He that juſtifieth the wicked, and he that | condemneth the 
juſt, even they both are abomination to the Lord.” Ihis 
crime involves double guilt, the guilt of deliberate murder and 


ſuicide, whether the parties fall or not; and is often committed 
for the moſt trivial reaſons; whence ſuch heroes riſk life wan- 
tonly, or die as a fool dieth, and thoſe who acquit them are 
partakers of their fin.” Theſe are ſo many Popes in a Proteſt- 
ant country, who preſume to pardon what God exprelsly re- 
quires ſhould be puniſhed' with death: but verily, tho' they e- 
ſcape puniſhment from men, the Lord our God will not ſuffer 
ſuch acquitted felons, or their judges, to eſcape his righteous 


judgment. In the Army, a ftrong temptation to this crime is 


prefented, by attaching diſgrace to the refuſal -of a challenge; 
bur the blame devolves on thofe in power, who could eafily 
make it as diſgraceful to give or reccive one, as. it is at preſent 
thought, in certain caſes, a punctilio of honour. He that ſaved 
the life of a Roman citizen was applauded; but he that 
with us attempts its deſtruction, without juſt cauſe, and wan 
tonly expoſes his own life, is reputed a man of honour. . To 


deſert his poſt is a coward's trick; and he'is a poltroon in the 


eye of reaſon and of Heaven, who flies for ſhelter from the ills 
of life to ſelf-deſtruction, or a brother's blood. Cores 
Every creature, is taught by inſtinct to conſult its own pre- 


ſervation. © No murderer, ſaith an Apoſtle, hath eternal life 


abiding in him;” and ſelf- murder is allowed to be, of all others, 
of the deepeſt die. This crime occurs, alas! not ſeldom in our 
et, and indicates the prevalence of infidelity, or of miſery.- 


diſpoſitions of the public. What gives a violent ſhock to our feelings, is repug- 
vant to the law of nature, which is the law of juſtice; and 1 appeal to 2 
one that reads or hears the above ſentence, if it does not produce ſuch an effeE 
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+ The following extract was taken from one of our principal news-papers. 
There is one liſt from the laſt year, which we made out, and would almoſt 


wiſh to conceal from our readers the liſt of Suicides, which amounted to up- 
wards of fifty, that are mentioned in the papers. This crime of late years, 


has dreadfully increaſed, and is a ſtrong proof that the ſentiments and manners 
of the times are very little influenced by the precepts of religion.” 
SEES | 
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Like” kd: axfh of Duels, ſo alſo of murder, parricularly 


Child-murder, pardon, or impunity is common: while the 
perſon who makes free to invads his neighbour's property, tho', 
perhaps, but to a ſmall amount, muſt expire on a gibbet. In 
conſequence of this, human life, even in its moſt tender and 
helpleſs ſtage, is denied the protection provided hy the law of 
God, and the ſtatutes of the ſtate; or left expoſed to the moſt 


imminent danger. Is not this. in fact the caſe, when, in defi. 


ance of both, the worſt of criminals, the deliberate murderers 
of their own innocent oftspring, are, for a ſeries of years back; 
acquitted; or, what amounts to an acquittal, only baniſhed from 
the place where the hoid deed was perpetrated, and, con- 
ſequently, infamy incurred, to a diſtant and more fertile ſpot, 
where the crime is unknown, and the criminal may commence 
the world a new, with all the advantages of a ſtranger? This 
i5 a crying iniquity, for which the land ſhould mourn ; for 
Hereby much innocent blood is brought upon the nation, which 
God will require, when he makes inquiſition for blood. Such 
conduct will then be the more awfully viſited; becauſe juſtice her- 


ſelf, in theſe cafes, is perverted, and her voice diſregarded. He 


that, foreſeeing a murder, could prevent it, and yet neglects the 
means in his power for that purpoſe, is juſtly chargeable with the 
crime; and {till more ſo, when, under the forms of juſtice, an 
official guardian of the law, inſtead of ſupporting, and executing 
its juſt ſanction, does what in effect encourages the violation of 
it, by holding out the proſpect of impunity. I heſitate not then 
to ſay, that the judge or jury, who acquit where condemnation, 
and a capital puniſhment. ought to follow, having ſufficient e- 
vidence of guilt, make themſelves reſponſible to Heaven and 
ſociety for that guilt, and are, in effect, more criminal than the 
very culprit. This is the verdict of reaſon, of equity, and 
common ſenſe; and will be the verdict of the great and final 
Judge of all, however much it may be now diſregarded. Such 
as can acquit in theſe caſes, inſult the laws of their Country, 
which adjudge ſuch tranſgreſſors to death, as well as the law of 
God; inſult alſo the community; trample on the deareſt 
rights of human nature; offer a groſs indignity to its Author; 
and are, in effect, enemies to their Country, and traitors to its 
beſt intereſts, by bringing innocent blood upon it; and ſo ex- 
poſing to the Divine vengeance, which is, indeed challenged in 


ſuch caſes. This charge exceeds nok what truth and juſtice will 


warrant, and is countenanced by the judgment of an emi- 
nent Lawyer+ of our own Country, who thus expreſſes him- 
ſelf, when pleading on the point, in his addreſs to the Inqueſt or 
Jury: © Gentlemen, if one man had ſlain another, if a Wo- 


' + Sir George Mackenzie Advocate to king Charles II. 
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man had occaſioned the death of her enemy, or any enemy had 
killed his oppoſer; even theſe criminals would have been capi- 
tafly puniſhed by the Cornelian law. But if this unhappy in- 
fant had been murdered by its own nurſe, what puniſhment 
would this mother have demanded? With what cries and ex- 
clamations would ſhe have ſtunned your ears? What ſhall we 
then ſay, when a woman, guilty of homicide, and a mother of 
the murder of her own child, has comprehended all theſe vil- . 
lanies in one ſingle crime? A crime, in its own nature odious 
and deteſtable; in a woman prodigious, and in a mother incre- 
dible; and perpetrated againſt one, whoſe age did call for com- 
paſhon, whoſe near relation demanded affection, and whoſe 
innocence might have deſerved favour.” It is an expreſs law of 
Heaven, binding upon all in authority in every age, that he who 
fieddeth man's blood unjuſtly, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed; 
becauſe he was formed in his Maker's image. To beget in the 
minds of men a dread of the crime of murder, the Moſaic law 
required that the very beaſt which gored a man, ſhould. be put 
to death, Let thoſe who think lightly of the effuſion of hu- 
man blood, read the account, in the Twenty-farſt of Deuterono- 
my, of the rites preſcribed in expiating uncertain murder, and 
ſay, if that land can be ſafe, where it is ſtill remaining, in ten 
thouſand inſtances, unexpiated, or not purged away. 'The guilt, 
and the danger accruing from it, cannot be leſs now, than un- 
der that diſpenſation, tho' little thought of by many, 


Hath not our commercial intercourſe, with the Eaſtern and 
Weſtern parts of the world, brought much diſgrace and blood 
on our land? If but the hundredth part of the evidence, pro- 
duced in the late trial of a famous ſtate culprit, be true, what 
horrid ſcenes have we acted in the Eaſt Indies, which Heaven 
cannot overlook in the day of retribution! The coaſt of Afri- 
ca too, we have often drenched with the blood of its unoffend- 
ing inhabitants, to gratify the claims of our inſatiable avarice. 
The oppreſſion, rapine, kid-napping and murder which we 
have committed in the Slave Trade alone, hath greatly aug- 
mented our national guilt, and come up as a memorial before 
God. On how many thouſands of our Countrymen hath this 
vile traffic entailed miſery and death! There is reaſon to ſup- 
poſe, that in one year, it produces more cruelty and guilt than 


- + The following extract is from a Scotch paper of December 1791, If we 
look at the Slave Trade, in every point of view, it ſeems to be marked with the 

indignant viſitation of Providence. By the evidence in the Houſe of Commons 

it appears, that, from September 1784, to January 5, 1790, 350 flave-ſhips 

were returned in to the Cuſtom-houſes of Liverpool and Briſtol; their original 

crews were 12,253 men, but of which returned home 5,750! The remainder 

iſhed! Thus hath it long been the grave of thouſan1s of our beſt ſeamen, 

do this melancholy catalogue are 2 che lives of the ſuperior numbers of 
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the Revolution in a neighbouring nation, ſince its commence. 
ment, while the ſame reaſons cannot be offered in alleviation. 
The violent death of a late unhappy Prince ſtruck this and o- 
ther nations with aſtoniſhment and horror, and was deemed by 
many a juſt cauſe for waging a war, that hath already ſent a mil- 
lion prematurely to the grave. The concern we have felt 
and expreſſed at that deed, ſuppoſe it unjuſt and criminal 
in the extreme, ſerves to aggravate our own guilt, in facrifi- 
cing annually, without emotion, to our avarice and luxury, my- 
riads of the human race, as good by nature as ourſelves, and 
far leſs guilty in the fight of God. Excuſe my recurring to 
this ſubject, for, in his Providence, our nation will be made to 
pay, with accumulated intereſt, all the ſordid gain we have 
ever acquired in this infamous commerce. Our nation hath. 
been often engaged in bloody and tedious wars; and have we not 
reaſon to feat, that theſe have not been always juſt and ne- 
ceſſary on our part, and conducted without incurring guilt? 
For a century back, we have ſpent almoſt 48 years in a 
ſtate of hoflilities! The intervals of peace were ſcarcely of 
longer duration than till we were in cafe to commence or bear 
part in freſh conteſts. In the fatal war with our American co- 
lonies, what vaſt numbers were cut off on both fides}! Not a 
few, who were once advocates for the juſtice of that war, have 


unfortunate blacks ſacrificed in the ſame ſpace of time, imagination will farink | 


with horror from a ſcence that has too long been a blot upon the page of 
humanity.“ Edinburgh Advertiſer. i . 


+ That unhappy conteſt coſt the lives of near half a million of men, beſides 
immenſe treaſure. ' The preſent war, it is thought, has already ſent premature- 
ly into eternity double that number ; and, yet, the proſpe& of peace is unhap- 
Pily placed at a diſtance. That theſe bloody conteſts could be more eaſily avoid- 
ed, than terminated, there can be no doubt. The former of theſe wars, we 
have been often told, was protracted for near four years, after all hopes of ſe- 
curing its object were give up. Of how little account are the lives of men, in 
the political ſcale of nations! tho? one man, in the eye of reaſon and of Heaven, 
is of more value than the whole material world. During the current Century, 
we have already expended in war four hundred and twenty millions of money; 
and incurred a debt of about three hundred millions. How much human blood 
we have contracted, every drop of which mult be accounted for, I leave Heaven, 
and the great day of the Lord to determige. X 7 | 

The laſt war between Ruſſia and the Turks deſtroyed 1 30, oo Imperial ſol- 
diere. 200, ooo Ruſſians ; the ſame number of Turks; in all 530,000. Add 
to this, the number of Ruſſian ard Turkiſh ſoldiers who died in the hoſpitals be- 
tween the armiſtice and the definitive treaty of peace, computed at 110,000; of 
whom more than 40,060 were Ruſſians, All theſe may be ſuppoſed to have 
been in the prime of life. All this waſte of human blood was occaſioned by 
the mad ambitien of two deſpotic Monarchs, who poſſeſſed before much more 
territory than they could govern with propriety. What friend to humanity would 
not wiſh to ſee theſe bloody ſcenes terminated among men, and the nations diſ- 


poſed to live in peace with one another, that a few individuals may no more 
have it in their power to ſet them, at pleaſure, by thouſands, to ſlaughter each 


other, without perſonal animeſity, or the leaſt perſonal advantage in proſpect! 
If we have waged war with our Brethren, on the other ſide the Atlantick 
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fince changed their opinion, and think its juſtice on their fide, 
and of courſe, its injuſtice on ours, appears from this ſingle 


circumſtance, tho? no other plea could be urged, that our Le- 
giſlature had decreed, that © they had a right to bind America 


in all caſes whatſoever” to oppoſe which unlimited claim, they 
had recourſe to arms, when milder meaſures proved ineffeCtualz 


and thus obtained What: we had denied to their prayers, yea, 


much more than they ever preſumed to aſk, till matters came 


to extremeties, Even ſome of the ſervants of the Crown have 
of late publicly owned the folly and injuſtice of that diſaſtrous 


war, which they branded, however, as the war of the people. If 
fooliſh and unjuſt, muſt not the Toa Al; to us prove ſeris 


ous, when the Lord makes inquiſition for the blood ſhed there- 


in? and that he will make ſuch inquiſition, is as certain, whether 


we lay it to heart or not, as that he is true and faithful to his 


word, and unchangeable in his nature. : 

Many diſputes, perhaps, at firſt trifling in their nature, 
that have coſt the nation much blood, and immenſe treaſure, 
might be amicably ſettled by arbitration, if between private in- 
dividuals; and are we abſolutely certain, that God will ſuſtain 
the preſent bloody and diſaſtrous conteſt, as juſt and neceſſa 
on our part, that when our couduct in it is weighed in his bal- 
ance, it ſhall not be found wanting? His thoughts are not as 
our thoughts; ſor what is highly eſteemed and applauded a- 
mong men, is often an abomination in his ſight. The evils of 


which it hath been, and may be farther productive, are incal- 


culable. Should he who ſeeth not as man ſeeth, pronounce it 


both unjuſt and unneceſſary, what a deluge of blood mult be 


found in our ſkirts in the day of recompence, which may not 
be far diſtant||? Even in a juſt war, much guilt may be con- 


without juſt cauſe, Providence hath chaſtiſed us, by making that bloody and 
unnatural] ſtruggle introductory to ſcenes at home, which have galled us not a 
little. Much as we dread and reprobate the late change and new order of 
things in France, we may trace in it the reſult of our own counſels and meaſures. 
It cannot be denied, that the Revolution in America hath had no ſmall ſhare in 
producing that change; and it is more than probable, and experience might 
teach us to foreſee it, that our preſent interference will tend to produce other 
revolutions in Europez whence we will do more to eſtabliſh Republics in the 
earth than the writings of a thouſand Paines, the operation of Jacobin prin- 
ciples, or the conqueſts of French arms. Thus men puſh on the very reverſe of 
what they intend, and ſee the folly of their meaſures only when it is too late to 
remedy their effects, which hath been often verified. By obſtinately refuſing to 


reform exiſting abuſes, theſe at length inſure the deſtruction of the ſyſtem that 


gave them birth and ſupport ; and in Frange pulled down this Dagon's temple, 
with the main pillars on which it reſted, breaking them in pieces amidſt the general 
ſhock, Every new war puſhes things to ſuch a criſis, as it neceſſarily increafes 
the people's burdens, and leſſens their ability to bear them. 


| We have been told that the Americans, when at war with us, had inſerib- 
ed on the muzzle of their cannon, O Lord, open thou my lips, and my 
mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy praiſe,” Such application of Scripture muſt be cone 
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| tracted, by the mode of conducting it. If the blood of Abel, 
2 fingle individual, cried to God from the earth for vengeance - 


C 


demned. Tt ſuggeſts this Woch. however, that it is only in a juſt and neceſſary 
wor Chriſtians can confiltencly pray and hope for ſucceſs. When it will be 
thought time to ſheathe the bloody ſword, and ſpare mankind, by terminating 
his juſt and neceſſary, or, as ſome chuſe to ſtyle it, *deſtruRtive and acc urſed 
war,” 
who Nd an ſave that adorable Being who ſees the end from the beginning? for, 


even in this ſtage of its bloody progreſs, the words of an Apoſtle may be ſtrid- 


ly applied, to all or either of the contending parties,“ Ye luſt, and have not: 
ye kill, and deſire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not.“ 
Our jus gment on any point, tho“ not fecure trom error, muſt be formed on 
the IS fet before us, and correſpond to its nature. 'Ihe treaty of Pavia, 
which appeared in ſome of the papers, over which the Emperor preſided, and to 
whichthe Britiſhcabinet is ſaid to have acceded March 1792, thews that France was 
to be partitioned among the Allied beligerent powers, upon condition of their 
active co-operation, a particular diſtrict being allotted to each. If ſo, the very 


xeverſe, is too likely to be the conſequence of that formidable coalicion, which 
' fprung rather from views of intereſt than of friendſhip. The proſecution of 
this plan, if we may credit ſame, was one ground of the war; but theſe grounds 


were as various, and aſſumed as many ſhapes as their ſucceſs, The ſupport of 
our good old Friends and Allies the Dutch to prevent the free navigation of the 


| $cheldt—the reſtoration of hereditary Mouarchy and Nobility in France, and of 


the clergy to their livings, to which Popery muſt be appended; as appears from 
the late king's will, and the Proclamations of the Duke of Brunſwick, and of 
their preſent pretended king—to avenge their late monarch's death—to ſupport 
the as fone and Loyaliſts—to prevent the aggrandizement of the Republic, 
and the ſpread of their fraternizing principles to ſecure indemnity for the paſt, 
and ſecurity for the future, are ſome of the reaſons which have been affigned, at 
one time or other; for this © juſt and neceſſary war,” And; acting conſiſtently, 
we muſt now continue to ſight till we he ve reſtored the balance of power, ſv 
much chreatened by it. This however, we could fee invaded, in the caſe 
of poor Poland, with apparent indifference, the partition ot- which, we have 


deen told, formed one article in the treaty referred to above; and the guarantee 


of its plunder the ſubject of a ſubſequent treaty in Europe“ The hallowed in- 
ſ:rymeanc in which the threc - fold diviſion of that ill-fated country is concluded vn, 


begins thus; In the name of the moſt holy and undivided Friuity.“ Good 


God! how long ſhall ſiuful mortals dare profane thy ſacred name, to ſanRion 
deeds black as hell? But becauſe thou art“ moſt holy, theſe deeds, or their 
authors and abettors ſhall receive a juſt re ompence of reward. And, what was 
the object of the infamous treaty of Pilnitz f. | TEE 

After weighing all the alledged cauſes of this war, the Author is obliged to 
fay, that he feels no conviction of itz juſtice and neceffity, leaving others the in- 
Eiſputable right f judging for themſelves, and forming a different opinion, if 
they ſce cauſe. From its very commencement, he could not help dreading that 
Heaven, and our Allies and we were on oppolite ſides, that the acquiſition of 


the Pope could not compenſate for this diſparity; and if he be allowed o be An- 


tichriſt, then, an tbe fide he takes, the prince of the power of the air may be 
ſuppoſed to be found; whence, if there be any tfuth in theſe remarks, every 
lover of his King and Country, has cauſe to regret that we have unhappily got 
into ſuch bad company, and are not likely ſeon to extricate ourſelves. 
Are not wars uſually commenced by ſolemn appeals to Heaven, and victories 
attended with public thankigivings! All this is becoming, when they are juſt and 
neceſſary, or merely defenſive, aud even then trembling thouid be joined to our 
mirth; and it ſhould not be forgotten that he who girdeth on his harneſs ought 
not to Hoaſt, as he that putteth it off, Bur ſuch appeals and thankſgivings furniſh 
no proof of their juſtice and equity; for thi prall is not novel or confined to 


Chriſtians or Proteſtants, Heathens did the ſame; and the Court of Rome 664 


which hath already deſtroyed more than a million of human creatures, 


r 
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en him that ſhed it, and was heard; what an awful voice hath 
the blood, perhaps of millions! I ſeem to hear their departed 
ſpirits addreſs, with united voice, the Father of all, the Author, 
of life, and avenger of wrong, How long, O I ord, holy and 
true. wilt thou not avenge our wrongs, and our blood'on them 
that dwell in yonder ifle. of the ſea? Hath God no room to 
apply to us what he faid to Cain, when his hands were ſtained 
with bis Brother's blood? Ye Dritons, what have ye done? 
the voice of your brethren's blood eri2th to me from the ground, 
which hath opened her mouth to receive it from your handz 


«when ye make many prayers, I will not hear, your hands are 


full of blood.“ Did God viſit on the generation among whom 
Chriit appeared all the innocent blood ſhed, from that of 
righteous Abel, to Zecharias, becauſe they trode in the paths 
of their wicked forefathers? and may he not, in this reſpect, 
make us the generation of his wrath? Blood can be purged a- 
way only by blood; and to thoſe who delight in war, or en- 


gage in it without abſolute neceſſity, ſhall he, one time or o- 


ther, give blood to drink, having found. them worthy; whence, 
let Britain prepare to meet her God, in the habitajion of his 
providence, in which his power and juſtice now appear. 


Pride and carnal confidence have always proved pernicious 


both to communities and individuals. Theſe, wherever they 


appear, are a ſymptom of deep degeneracy, and a prelude to 
approaching diſgrace and miſery, God is ſaid to reſiſt the 


lebrated with public rejoicings, and a variety of pompous, religious ceremonies, 
the maſſacre of the Proteſtants at Paris in 1572, juſt as of late the court of 


Peter ſburgh in 1794 ſang Te Deum for the burning of Warſaw, and maſſacre of 
Praga. Can we ſuppoſe that Heaven joins in theſe rejoicings? or rather, do, 
they not afford triumph in the regions of darkneſs, to,which the occaſions of 
them are ſo near a kin? Satan was a murderer from the beginning, and in e- 
very war, ſince time hegan, on one {ide or other, if not often on both, he hath 
found employment ſuited to his nature, and by which his dominions have been 
more rapidly peopled than they could be in the ordinary courſe of things. When 
mankind in general ſhall become Chriſtians indeed, for which happy event we 


ſtill kope and pray, they ſhall beat their ſwords into ploughsſhares, aud their 


ſpears into pruning hooks, and learn the deſtructive art of war no more. 


To what ciuelties does that bloody ſyſtem give birth, which in any other caſe- 


would ſhock the moſt barbarous! Humane as our troops are reputed to be, we 
have been told that at the fiege of Nimiguen, our ſoldiers toſſed the French up- 
on their bayonets. Of this circumſtance Sir Richard Hill took notice in Par- 


lament, A proclemation was lately iſſued in the Well Indies, offering a hand- 
ſome reward for the head of the Maroons, the original ir habitants, la this of- 


ter, women and children were included! Can any thing juſtify the murder 
of perſons in cold blood, in conſequence of a price fixed on their head? Even 


allowing this war to be juſt and neceſſary, are we innocent in the fight of God 


reſpecting the calamitous ſcenes at che evacuation of Toulon, Quiberon bay, 
and the interior of France? May not thouſands of poor Emigrants curſe 
the day we tock them by the hand? Have we not placed them in ſituations, in 
Which their death was, morally certain? There is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that had it 
kot been for the encouragement we held out to them, and the part they were 
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proud, and to know them afar of: but to give grace, or fhew 


favour to the humble. He looks on every one that is proud, 
and brings him low: and treads down the wicked in their place. 
He ſcatters the proud in the imagination of their hearts, and 


exalts thoſe of low degree; puts down the mighty from their 
' ſeats, humbles the loſty looks of man, bows down the haughti. 


neſs of men; „for the day of the Lord of hoſts-ſhall be upon 


every one that is proud and lofty; upon every one that is litted 
up, and he ſhall be brought low, when he ariſeth to ſhake ter- 


ribly the earth.“ He levels mountains, and fills up vallies; 


raiſeth the poor from the dung-hill; to ſet them among princes | 


and pours contempt upon princes, and is terrible to the kings 
of the earth, when theſe are haughty, and rebel againſt him, 
their Lord and Sovereign. In ſuch terms does he reprobate in 
his word a temper ſo unbecoming. dependent creatures; and 
ſuch things goes he perform in the courſe of his providence, 
that no fleſh might glory in his preſence.. e 
Our nation hath been long noted for pride and haughti. 
neſs, which hath often plunged us in great calamities. Among 
all ranks, pride diſcovers itſelf in dreſs, in furniture, in the pro- 


viſion of the table, and, with many, in outward pomp and 


equipage. Pride, ſaith Solomon, goeth before deſtruction: and 
an haughty ſpirit before a fall.” This loft us the allegiance of A- 
merica, and brought upon us, ſame time, the vengeance of the 
half of Europe. Hath not this been ſometimes difplayed in the 
Cabinet and Senate, and marked even the amuſements of the 
people? Does it not often utter high ſwelling words of vanity in 
the vehicles of public intelligence, and appear conſpicuous on 
occaſions of public rejoicings? What gaſconading! as if it were 
Britain's prerogative to ride on the whirlwind, to preſide over 
the ſtorm and tempeſt, and command the troubled waves of 
the ſea, as our own element, which we affect to rule, into an 
inſtant calm! As pride goes before deſtruction, and an haughty 


ſpirit. before a fall; © ſo before honour is humility,” which we 
have as a nation yet to learn. Jehovah, and not Britain, rules 


the waves, as the great Lord of both ſea and land; and when he 


blows with his winds, he can eafily make our ſtrongeſt ſhips of 
war, theſe boaſted, wooden walls of our iſle, to fink as lead a» 


midſt the mighty waters. 


induced to act in conſequence of it, they might have long ago been reconciled to 
their country; and many of them would doubtleſs not have deſerted it—Should 
God find in our ſkirts all the blood ſhed in this unhappy canteſt, and none 
can be abſolutely certain but this may be the caſe, this will prove a more ſcrious 


load than our national debt, enormous as that is. 


8 What pride, vanity and ſelf-confidence, if not inſolence, and defiance of 
the Lord appear in the names that are given to ſhips of war, which either are, or 


have been in the Britiſh navy! ſuch as, — The Irteſiſtible— Powerful, Victory, 


4 
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he deteſtable vice of Drunkenneſs, ſo prevalent in our iſle, 
ought not to be paſſed over in ſilence. This vice increaſes the 
number of tranſgreſſors, and of the poor and miſerable among 
men. The guilt of intoxication is the greater, that no man 
can be overtaken with it by ſurpriſe. He who voluntarily re- 
ſigns or deſtroys his reaſon, is, in effect, guilty of all that evil. 
to which he is thereby expoſed. The only difference betwixt 
the man who takes a doſe of arſenic into his ſtomach, knowing 
it to be ſuch, and the perſon who is habitually drunk, is, that 
the. former diſpatches himſelf ſuddenly, the latter by a ſlow 
poiſon: for both are chargeable with ſuicide. . This odious vice 
mfeCts many of all ranks, ages, ſexes and conditions Not a, 
few of our youth of . faſhion fall a ſacrifice to it before they 
have well reached the years of manhood; or are ſo much un- 
der its power, that their life becomes uſeleſs to themſelves, and 
a nuiſance to ſociety. To the Altar itſelf it makes its unhal- 
lowed approaches; for if all in the ſacred office * that are 
mighty to drink wine, aud men of ſtrength to mingle ſtrong 
drink,” were to meet the fate of Nadab and Abihu, the ya» 
cancies in the church from year to year would greatly increaſe, 
It is threatened that © the drunkards of Ephraim ſhould. 
trodden under feet; and both the prieſt and the prophet are ſaid: 
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Dreadnought---Superb- Terror- Thunder Lightning Thunderer Olo · 
17 — Triumph Formidable — Invincible —-Impregnable - Nonſuch - Defiance 
= remenduous Vengeance —Ariel—i, e, the Altar, Light, or Lion of God 
and Providence; a term often uſed to denote God himſcl, and always his ad- 
miniſtration of the world l! | 
The leaſt reflection may ſhew the impropriety of theſe vain and pompous 
titles, as given to frail veſſels, which are every moment, when at ſea, at the 
mercy of the winds and waves,” ſhouid he who holds the one in his fiſts, and fits = 
as King upon the other, but give them commiſſion to act as the niiniſters of hie 
wrath. lu theſe and the like things, the genius of a people appears as well as in 
matters of greater moment. And of a kin to this are our carnal rcjoicings, and 
glorying in the arm of fleſh, when Providence is pleaſed to make our fleets more | 
or leſs fucceſeful; and alſo our vain gaſconading, reſpecting the wonders they . 
can atchieve: Let Britain attend to her navy and ſhe hath nothing to fear, 
ſhe may ſet the world at defiance - with a navy in the fineſt ſtate of diſcipline 
and harmony, what advantages ought we to expect? Were our enemies double 
their preſent number, there is no doubt but the Tars of Old-England would 
give a good account of them. Nature has given us thoſe impregnable; wooden [ 
walls, which all their united force can never ſurmount— England is in « conditi- 
on to ſweep the Ruſſian flag ſrom the ocean, or that of any power that may 
enter into the ambitious ſchemes of this heroine.” Such language is copied ver- 
datim from our public papers, and much more of the ſame nature hath often 
appeared. Is it nor inſulting to the Lord of hoſts, whoſe is the battle, and 
not man's? When men ſubſtitute any thing in his place, and reſt upon it as 
the prop of their truſt and confidence, is it not juſt with him to deſtroy that iu 
idol of jealouſy? The moſt direct way to bring the Britiſn navy to ruin, is 1 bf 
to boaſt of it as our defence, or, pardon the expreſſion, to rely. upon it as our | 
god · our refuge, and ſtrength, and very preſent help in the. day of danger and 
trouble. Let not the ſtrong glory in their ſtrength, the wiſe in their wiſdom, 
; ; e ; 2 ; 55 12 
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to have erred thro' ſtrong drink. However innosent, or even arc 
reputable ſome may account' this crime, thoſe who indulge to un 
it are in ſcripture'claſſed with the chief of ſinners, and threat- far 
ened alſo with their doom: Be not deceived, neither forni- thi 
_ cators, nor adulterers, nor drutkards ſhall inherit the kingdom clc 
of God.” When men of rank and fortune debaſe themſelves ou 
by this vice, and preſume, in defiance of the law of God, Wi 
znd the duties of their ſtation, to give way to the commiſſion be 
of it even on the Lord's day, how atrocious the guilt, and all 


pernicious the example r! * Bleſfed art thou, O land, ſaid So. an 


| omon, when thy princes eat in due ſeaſon, for ſtrength and 
| 74 | not for drunkenneſs:“ and may we not reverſe it! Wo to | 
| thee, O land, when thy princes eat and drink out of ſeaſon, an 
for exceſs and diſſipation. Not few have met their diſmal fate, lat 
| | Hke that wicked prince Amnon, while their heart was © merry in 
1 with wine; being cut off either by a violent death, or the na- un 
tive effect of their intemperance and debauch. * 25 
„ Who hath wo? who hath ſorrow? who hath contentions? in 


| who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cauſe? who hi. 
hath redneſs of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they T. 
that go to ſeek mixt wine. Look not thou upon the wine when, lit 
it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth vo 
itſelf aright. At the laſt it biteth like a ſerpent, ſtingeth like th 
an adder. For the drunkard and the glutton ſhall come to po- th 


I recollect an anecdote of a dog chat was taught to drink ſpirits, in order to 
entertain company with his gambols, and unnategal geſtures and cries. But one 
a > : / | ; | 


% | * 
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verty; and drouſineſs ſhall clothe ſuch men with rags.” While ev 
| ſuch amule themſelves with noiſy mirth, and the ſongs of the In 
drunkard, yea, often with execrable oaths, and other unhal- da 
lowed freedoms of ſpeech; perhaps their poor children at home fe 
* | | ; LOW ve 
| nor the rich and proſperous in their wealth, trade and commerce; but let him al 
| that glozieth, glory in the Lord, who hath made heaven and earth. | th 
+ The Public have been told, ſome time ago, that a club was inſtituted, une 5 
der royal auſpices, in the metropolis of the nation, ſtiled the * Magnum Bonum 1 
Club,” and had its ſtated times ef meeting on the Lord's day evening. 'The C 
great bottle had a label, with this inſcription from Shakeſpeare, . ; m 
& J'll teach you to drink deep ere you depart;F“ of pe 
to which the Chairman gave, as an appoſite toaſt; „ P 
&© Curſe on him who cries hold !—enough.” | ; un 
Such conduct in any ymerits the moſt ſevere animadverſion; but in 8 of G 
high rank and proſpects, forfeits every diſtinction of birth, and, while it muſt de 
degrade them in the eyes of wiſe and virtuous men, whoſe good opinion they | 26 
have no right to deſpiſe, marks them out as foes to God, and ripe for his jucg- 
| ments. intoxication, by whomſoever countenanced or indulged, is not a royal, , 
—_ but a beaſtly vice; for it unites in one degraded mortal a brute and a devil, of da 
# | which the former is the moſt conſpicuous. * Whoredom, and wine take away w 
© | the heart.” My fon, give not thy ſtrength unto women, nor thy ways to 2 
| that which deftroyeth kings. It is net for kings to drink wine, nor for princes ty 
\ Mrong drink: left H drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of en 
| any of the afflicted,” | | | er 
| 
| 


2 


| THE JUDGMENTS OF HA EN. 18 


are-crying for a morſel of bread, while the afflited mother is 


unable to ſatisfy their cravings. Thus many a man brings in- 


famy on his own. character, ruin on his family, and loſs to o- 


thers; while, perhaps, murder, the gallows and hell itſelf 
cloſe. the gloomy ſcene, That the prevalence of this vice in 


our land, with all our religious advantages and profeſſion, 


will weigh with Heaven in the day of retribution, there cannot 
be a moment's. doubt. Let your moderation be known unto. 
* 


all men. The Lord is at hand.“ How ſuitable the exhortation? 
and by what a powerful motive is it enforced? 2 | 


The profanation of the great and venerable name of God is 
an evil that prevails in various ways among us in theſe ſinful 
lands. Thou ſhalt not take the name of che Lord thy God 
in vain” is a precept of that law to which every individual owes 
unlimited obedience. The reaſon added to enforce this duty is, 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh his name 
in vain;” that is, he will hold him exceeding guilty, and puniſh 
his impiety in the moſt exemplary manner, if he do not repent. 
To the vice of ſwearing in common converfation there can be 


little temptation; and it is always a certain proof of a heart 


void of the fear of God, yea, an invariable mark of a child of 
the devil. Many among all ranks are more or leſs tainted with 
this accurſed evil, the ſacred profeſſion not excepted; and hence, 


even children often appear early proficients in this diabolic art, 


In our armies and navies this vice aſſumes her moiſt Heaven- 


daring forms, as if the ſervice of an earthly prince could. oon- 


fer a right to pour contempt on the ſacred Majeſty of the uni- 


verſe. 'Thoſe that command in both, inſtead of exerting their 


authority to reſtrain from this criminal practice, too often ſet 
the fatal example; whence they have much to account for. 
Tho' the ſword may devour the virtuous as well as the wick- 


- ed; yet, is there not reaſon to fear that many thouſands of our 


Countrymen, , ſince preſent hoſtilities commenced, have their 
mouths to-day filled with earth and worms, who often 0- 


pened them in horrid oaths and imprecations; while now their 


immortal ſpirits know and feel what it is to inſult the Eternal 
God, and ruſh upon the thick boſſes of his buckler? No won- 


der he ſhould leave them to flee or fall before their enemies; or, 


as the prophet expreſſes himſclf, © give them as the duſt to their 


ö day happening. in this ſituation, to 3 2 kettle full of boiling water, with 


which he ſcalded himſelf, all the wit of man could not prevail with him to drink 
2 drop of ſpirits afterwards. How few of the human race act with ſuch proprie- 
ty as this brute animal! for having once contracted the debaſing habit of drunk- 
enneſs, ſeldom do they reform, tho' every thing that ſhould be dear to a rational 

creature is at ſtake. 85 . | 
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ſward, and as driven ſtubble to their bow.“ Are not our ſhips 
of war, in conſequence of this and other vices, like ſo many 
little floating hells, conftantly belching out oaths, blaſphemies, 
and imprecations, calling upon God to damn themſelves and 
one another, tho' their damnation ſlumbereth; not in its ap- 
proach. Apoſtate fiends dare not ſo profane the name of God; 
Fer e they believe and tremble” at the proſpe&t of che full exe. 
cution of his vengeartce, which conſtrains them to addreſs their 
future Judge, Torment us not before the time.” How a- 
mazing the forbearance of God, that he ſhould permit ſo many 
profane rebels to ride ſafely on the ſurface of that element, up- 
on which he fits ag King! He indeed ſometimes ſends forth 
his winds out of his treaſures, with a dread commiſſion to toſs 
them like a ball on the face of the blows, or to fink them like 
lead to the bottom of the ocean; whence they often find a ſudden 
tranſition to the ſhades of death, the bar of God, and, dying in 
their ſins, to the depths of hell. Of ſuch events we not ſel- 
dom hear, but there is a time coming when God will plead 
with ſuch daring ſinners, on the element they deem their own, 
in a manner ſtill more awfully expreſſive of his power, majeſty 
and juſtice. | e 
Is it not a ſpecies of perjury to ſubſcribe to articles of faith 
which are not believed, and engage, by ſolemn promiſes, to 
perform certain duties, while the ſubſcquent conduct runs 
counter to both? Can this be leſs end to God, or leſs 
"Hurtful to the intereſt of ſociety, becauſe committed under the 
' venerable ſhadeof religion, by thoſe who are reputed his ſervants, 
And claim the character? Thoſe whoarein theleaſt acquainted with 
the ſtate of religion in Britain, cannot be ignorant that this is la- 
mentably the caſe: buttho' this kind of per) ury eſcape puniſhment 
among men, jt will not eſcape the righteous judgment of God. 
And is it not to be feared, that what our own laws term Per- 
jury, and puniſh as ſuch, too univerſally prevails: in our land; 
the declaring upon oath that to be true, and conſiſtent with the 
Juror's knowledge, while he knows it to be falſe; or concealing 
what he hath ſolemnly engaged to declare. An appeal to God 
in ſuch caſes, is a virtual renunciation of his help, amidſt the 
trials of life, and of the hope of future felicity. This daring 
crime deliberately inſults his omniſcience, forfeits and renoun- 
ces his favqur, defies the terrors of his retributive juſtice, and 
alſo aff ſociety, in reſpeC to character, property and life. 
Much Hit may be incurred by the mode both of adminiſtring 
and taking an oath, when done without becoming reverence for 
God, and a fingle eye to his glory. © Thou ſhalt ſwear in 
truth, in judgment, and in righteouſneſs,” is the Divine direc- 
tion on this head; which however, is too ſeldom reſpected. 
The mode of adminiſiring oaths in courts of juſtice, and elſe- 


hd 
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where, and alſo of taking them, is highly culpable; for it is dif- 


ficult to determine who is moſt irreverent, the perſon who 
tenders, or he who makes oath. Hence it hath become a pro- 


verb, © It is but a cuſtom-houſe oath.” Like the mark of the 


beaſt, this is made the qualifying teſt for ſelling and citizenſhip 


in many place. 


On this point, a certain well known author, in a ſermon on 


the Third commandment, expreſſes himſelf in the following 


manner: With reſpect to the fin of Perjury, I fear, we are 


wor ſe than any nation now under the ſun, perhaps worſe than 
any the ſun ever ſaw. I am afraid there are more daring in- 
ſtances of this wickedneſs amongſt us, than in all the reſt of 
Europe. By an unhappy kind of neceſſity it is interwoven, 


as it were, with the very conſtitution of the body politic, and 


diffuſes itſelf like a deadly contagion amongſt all orders and ranks 
of people, Oaths are exceſſively multiplied, and fo generally 


neglected, that it is equally difficult and rare, for a perſon to 
engage for a courfe of years, in any kind of employment, either 
civil or commercial, without being enſnared. Some are ſo ex- 
preſſed, that it is morally impoſſible to comply with them; o- 
thers ſo circumſtanced, that they are uſually ſwallowed without 


the remoteſt deſign of regarding them either in whole or in 


part. Tho' wickedneſs of every kind too much abounds a- 
mongſt us, Perjury is, perhaps, peculiarly and eminently our 
national finz and I tremble to think it is ſo; for it gives too juſt 


à ground to fear the approach of national judgments. - It can- 


not but be grievous to every ſerious mind, to obſerve, the little 


reverence: and ſolemnity, or rather the total want of common 
decency, which too frequently prevails among us, while ap- 


pealing to God by this ſacred rite, ſo that ſometimes it is not 
eaſy to ſay, whether thoſe who tender the oath, or thoſe who 
take it, ſeem leaſt in earneſt. Without doubt, this indifference 
may be aſſigned as one cauſe of the increaſe and prevalence of 
perjury, Surely all who have any regard for the honour of 


God. —any ſenſe of the worth of ſouls, will ng! Whore 
that this iniquity may not be our ruin, but that the 


Lord would 
be pleaſed to inſpire and ſucceed the moſt proper means for the 


removal, or at leaſt the mitigation of this evil. 


£ 


Are ſolemn appeals to Deity thus triffled with, amon us, 
and both multiplied and adminiſtred without apparent neceility? 
Have we as a nation once incurred the awful guilt of w_—_ 


to perjury inſult of Deity*? Can we ſuppoſe the Lord wi 


* Does not this nation lie under the enormous guilt of univerſal Perjury, and 
open inſult to that God to whom our vows and oaths ſheuld be performed? 
Have we not, in the moſt public aud ſolemn manner, engaged to be the Lord's, 
and all ranks, in their place and ſtation, to watch againſt defection from his 


ways, both in principle and practice, and to adhere to, and mantain the attained 


— 
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impious deed, or treat it very lightly. 
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hold a people guiltleſs who in ſuch aggravated forms take his 


ſacred name in vain? When he enters into judgment theſe 


reformation to the utmoſt of their power, ſtudying to improve this in Church 
and State? What was the reſult? Why, fo far from fulfilling ſuch ſolemn en- 


gagements, or lamenting any defects that might attend the manner or matter of 
their oath, their reeorded promiſes, by which they had bound themſelves in the 
fight of Heaven, were adjudged to the flames, and publicly burnt by the hands 
of the common executioner, while the impious ceremony was celebrated with 
profane ſhoutings,'intemperance and-carnal rejoicings ? Many ſtill juſtify this 


Had our forefathers been convinced, upon mature reflexion, that they had 


bound themſelves by oath to what was wrong in itſelf, or finned in the mode or 


matter of their engagements, inſtead of ſuch conduct, fraught with-impiety, and 
groſs inſult to the Majeſty of Heaven, the whole land houll have confeſſed their 
"guilt, and deprecated the Divine diſpleaſure, Without enfering in the leaſt in- 
to the merits of the queſtion, reſpecting the moral obligation of theſe ſolemn and 
voluntary ties upon Poſterity, voluntary at leaſt in regard of the rulers 
and -leading-men in the nation, the manner of treating them referred to above, 
muſt have been highly offenſive to God, to whom it belongs to repay ſuch deeds, 


and muſt have alſo entailed much guilt on this nation, which will not be over. 
booked in the day of viſitation; becauſe we have never publicly repented of 
that deed, if we may not except ſome Chriſtians, who ſtill own ity obligation 
and profeſs their ſorrow for the ſin ef the nation in that affair, Was it ever 


known. that a people ſo treated their own public vows to their gods? If the 
preſent generation have no concern in the obligation of that deed, certain I am 
we have a deep intereſt in the guilt contracted in conſequence of it, its duty or 
- expediency altogether out of the queſtion : for God is jealous of his honour 
where his creatures invoke his name, appeal to his omniſcience and juſtice, and 
interpoſe his authority. On that occaſion myriads diſſembled with God and man, 
prefacing perjury with hypocriſy, Have we no reaſon to fear, that becauſe of 
ſuch ſwearing and fach s mode of treating their oaths, the Land may yet 
moura? God will not be mocked!! 


What would' we think of the Legiſlature of a neighbouring nition, did they 


gecree that all the oaths they have publicly ſworn, ſince the commencement of 
their Revolution, ſhould be engroſſed in a book, and that book burred in the 


moſt public manner, with every ſtudied mark of . contempt, / and teſtimony of 


public rejoicings, without having once expreſſed their forrow for it at any ſub- 
ſequent period? Would not this go far to confirm their character as irreligious 
and atheiſtical, and give, perhaps, more juſt ground of reproaching them than 
any thing that hath yet occurred among them? Let us not be partial to ourſelves, 
but let every Briton make the application, and believe God is nc reſpeRer of 
perſens. In the awful fate of their late unhappy monarch, God's diſpleaſure at 
the horrid crime of perjury may pethaps be traced. No doubt, the innocent 
blood of myriads, entailed for ages on his throne, whoſe remains were treated 
with every indignity, came then in remembrance before God; becauſe, inſtead 


A of profeſſing his ſorrow on this account, and renouncing the bloody ſyſtem 


that cauled its effaſion, he in a manner. teſtified his acquieſcence in their 


murder, by profefling to the laſt his adherence to the corrupt and ſanguinary re- 


gion of Rome, only expreſſing his regret for having ſanctioned ſome decrees. 
againſt it, and his firm purpoſe, if ſpared, ro make ample amends for this, by 


- exerting himſelf to reſtore that religion, and its public miniſters to their former 
power and ſplendor, all which he ſolemnly declared in his laſt will, when he 


may be ſuppoſed to have ſpoken the genuine diQates of his heart, Yet was 
it the crime of Perjury which ſeems to have filled up his cup, and provoked 
God to abandon him into the hands of his enraged ſubjeRs; for it will not deny 


that he repeatedly, and in the moſt ſolemn and public manner ſwore to maintain 


a conſtitution, which, there is tos much reaſon to believe, he was at the ſame 
time attempting to undermine, and overthrow, and liſtening to the propoſals 


— 
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lands ſhall doubtleſs know how heinous ſuch a conduct is in his 


fight. King Zedekiah feund ſo to his colt, when he preſumed 
to think, with ſome of that character ſince, that princes ough 


not to be ſlaves to their word, or even their oath, any farth 


than they apprehend this to be conducive to their intereſt. He 

what the Lord himſelf ſaith reſpecting the crime and the pu- 
niſhment of that unhappy prince: Seeing he deſpiſed the oath, 
by breaking the covenant, (when lo, he had given his hand) 
and hath done all theſe things, he ſhall not eſcape. Therefore 


' thus ſaith the Lord God, As I live, ſurely mine oath that he 


hath deſpiſed, aud my covenant that he:hath broken, even it p 
will I recompence upon his own head. And I will ſpread my 
net upon him, and he ſhall be taken in my ſnare, and I will 
bring him to Babylon, and will plead with him. there for his 
treſpaſs that he hath treſpaſſed againſt me. And all his fugi- 
tives, with all his bands, ſhall fall by the ſword, and they that 
remain ſhall be ſcattered towards all winds: and ye ſhall know 
that I the Lord have ſpoken it.” Zedekiah could plead that the 
oath was impoſed by a conqueror and a heathen; yet God 
owns it as his oath and covenant, becauſe he was appealed to 
as witneſs and Judge, whence he avenged its violation. If law- 
ful in itſelf, the caſe would be the ſame tho? impoſed by his own , 
ſubjects; whence we ought to juſtify and..adore the ways of 
Providence, in bringing to ai: untimely end a late unhappy 
prince, who cannot be acquitted of this crime, whatever blame 
may be due to the inſtruments of bis fall. Who does not 
crceive in the above paſſage ct holy writ, a ftriking correſpond- 
ence to what befel the prince referred to, and the adherents to 


| his caoſe; with this difference, that the king of Judah and his 


connections fell a ſacrifice to the juſt reſentment of a foreign 
monarch, but the latter met his fate by the hands of his own 
ſubjectb. If the God of heaven, the King of kings, hath 
thus awfully avenged the crime of perjury even upon crowned 


of other powers for that purpoſe. May not all this be juſtly inferred, from 
his having afterwards diſavowed with his own hand all that he did to ſanction it? 
Can any ſtate policy, or pretended neceſſity of his affairs juſtify ſuch diſſimulati- 
on with God, and a great nation, as ſome have alledged? Was it not for the 
vindication of Providence in his afflictions, and benefiting the living, by point- 
ing out the fatal fruits of a crime ſo prevalent among us, theſe remarks would 
be ſpared; tho* impartial poſterity will feel little delicacy on the head. It is: 
however to be hoped that his trials were not in vain, and indeed his death was - 
more dignified than his life, for God may ſhew mercy while he takes vengeance - 
on our inventions. In various ways does he mark fin in its puniſhment. It has 
been remarked that the maſſacres in Paris, on the noted ad and 3d of September 
correſponded exaQly in point of date with the bloody Sr. Bartholomew's in 
1592, allowing for the difference of ſtile; and the blood then ſhed remained to 
be purged by blood. It would ſeem as if the crimes of the firſt mentioned day 
were awfully remembered on its return; for the coincidence of date was not ca- 
ſual, in reſpect of him who rules in the kingdoms of men, and will not ſuffer 


n, particularly perſecution and murder, to paſs unpuniſhed. 
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heads, will he ſuffer the inhabitants of Britain, where it fo 
much abounds, to paſs with impunity?  Verily not: for on 


this account the land {hall be made to mourn. 


We are juſtificd in viewing Corruption, Venality and Bribery 
as the Procuring cauſe of national judgments, wherever they 
3 theſe have ſapped the proſperity, and inſured the 
ruin of once powerful ſtates. To this ſource may be traced 
the decline and downfal of the Roman empire, once the boaſt. 


ed miltreſs of the world. When men, poſſeſſing no fixed prin- 


eiples of honour, virtue, or religion, live in a ſtyle of expen- 
diture beyond what their ſtated income will bear, to what ex- 
pedients will they not have recourſe, in order to ſupport their 
extravagance, and what line of conduct ſo baſe and flagitious but 
they will adopt, provided a proper temptation-preſents itſelf? 
When this venal and baſe ſpirit is not confined to thoſe, who 
can plead poverty and the meanneſs of their education in ex- 
cuſe, but pervades every order aud rank in ſociety, thoſe in the 
facred office not excepted; does not: this afford a ſad proof of 
the general depravity of morals, and a dread preſage of impend- 


üng ruin? Immenſe fortunes are not always ſuddenly acquired by 
fair and honourable means. The ſacred writers tell us, 


He that maketh haſte to be rich ſhall not be innocent; they 


that will be rich fall into temptatron, and a ſnare, and into many 


fooliſh aud hurtful luſts, which drown men in deftruction and 


perdition; the love of money is the root of all evil.” The e- 
normous ſcenes of peculation brought to light by the impeach- 


ment of a late ſtate pannel, if any credit be due to the evidence 


adduced in ſupport of it, too plainly ſpeak the prevalence of 


this vice. And hath not this brought 2 0 and od ium on 
the Britiſh name abroad, in the eyes of the oppreſſed and in- 
jured natives, whoſe ſufferings and wrongs claim redreſs from the 
Judgs of all, who will not fail to recompence them. | 
And hath not the evidence produced on ſome trials, in the 
caſe of conteſted. elections, preſented a picture of burgh-poli- 


tics, degrading to human nature, and, conſidering the ty 


of ſuch practices, awfully ſoreboding to the Community? But 


theſe are deeds of darkneſs, which cannot bear the light; and 


therefore cautiouſly avoid it, whence rhe inſtances detected are 
probably few to thoſe which efcape public animadverſion. As 
coriuption, ſo its offspring perjury lamentably prevails on ſuch 
occaſions; for every voter either takes, or, in caſe of a diſput- 


ed election, can be obliged to take four different oaths; which 


are too often tendered and taken with little reverence. Cor- 
ruption and bribery, theſe degrading auxiliaries of ſubverte d or 
abuſed power, are at the root of public grievances, and threaten 


che very exiſtence of liberty, and of every thing valuable in the 
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Conſtitution of our Country: yet not a few would juſtify all 
this under the ſoftened appelation of neceſſary influence. The 


prevalence of this vice is ſufficient to excite painful fears in the 
breaſt of every one that fears God, and loves his country, and 


fellow men; for while it gradually works its own puniſhment, it 


doubtleſs expoſes to the judgments of the Almighty. Hear his 
charge againſt his ancient people on this very head: Truly 
I am full of power by the ſpirit of the Lord, and of judgment, 


and of might to declare unto Jacob his tranſgreſſion, and to 


Iſrael his fin. Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the houſe of 
Jacob, and princes of the houſe of Iſrael, that abhor judgment 
and pervert all equity. They build up Zion with blood, and 


Jeruſalem with iniquity. The heads thereof judge for reward, 


and the prieſts thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof 
divine for money, yet will they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, 
Is not the Lord among us? none evil can come upon us. There- 


fore ſhall Zion for your ſake be plowed as a field, and Jeruſalem - 


ſhall become heaps, and the mountain of the houſe as the high 
places of the foreſt.” Should we imitate them in theſe and o- 
ther criminal practices, what right have we to expect the con- 
tinuance of proſperity, or to think that God will violate the 
order of his government in favour of our preſumption? In what 
he addreſſed to the Jews, we may ſee an indiſpenſable condition 
of our continued proſperity;- * Waſh ye, make you clean; put 
away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; ceaſe to 
do evil, learn to do well; ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, 


judge the fatherleſs, plead for the widow!” Without this, tho? 


i« the tabernacles of robbers proſper, and they that provoke 


God be ſecure; yet © the congregation of hypocrites ſhall be 
deſolate, and fire ſhall conſume the tabernacles of bribery,” 


when the day of viſitation from the Almighty is come. 


The vice of Impurity, as oppoſed to chaſtity of diſpoſition - 


and manners, is highly offenſive to God, pernicious to ſociety, 
and deſtructive of the morals, health and ſouls of individuals. 


Itisthreatened, * Whoremongersandadulterers God will judge.” 


This vice pollutes the temples of the Holy Ghoſt; for ſuch the 
bodies of profeſſing Chriſtians are, or ought to. be: but indeed, 
they are no Chriſtians that are ſtained there with. That this ſin 
abounds, among all deſcriptions of men, innumerable circum- 


ſtances make but too manifeſt. Its fatal influence and horrid 


ravages are not confined to the unmarried, or the lower ranks in 
lociety, but pollute the ſtreams of lawful wedlock, and over- 
run the more polite circles in life. A late noted Hiſtorian ob- 
ſerves, in reference to the prevalence of this vice in theſe lands; 
8 Among the higher ranks in = conjugal fidelity is very little 
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_ 'regarded+;” and is there not reaſon to fear, from the many 


proſecutions for adultery. of late, and other circumſtances, that 
there is too much truth in the remark? If any of that deſctip. 
tion diſſipate princely fortunes, is it by works of faith and la. 
bours of love, that lay a good foundation for the timẽ do come; 


or by ſuch deeds as cannot endure the light, and treaſure 


up wrath againſt the day of wrath? Abimelech king of Ger. 


rar, tho' a heathen, diſcovered his dread and abhorrence of 


this crime, in what he ſaid to Abraham reſpecting his wife; 
« What haſt thou done unto us? and what have I offended thee, 
that thou haſt brought on me and on my kingdom a great ſin?” 
and ſaid Joſeph, © How can I do this great wickedneſs, and fin 
againſt God?“ 3 „„ 

Hath not this abominable vice occaſioned the deſtruction of 


. 


many once famous ſtats and individuals? and can we ſuppoſe, 


it will not be puniſhed in our nation? * This was the iniquity 
of Sodom, Pride, fulnets of bread, and abundance of idleneſs 
was in her, and in her daughters, neither did ſhe ſtrengthen 
the hand of the poor and needy, And they were haughty, and 


committed abomination before me? therefore I took them away 


as I ſaw good.” An apoſtle thus deſcribes their character and 
fate, „even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about 


them, in like manner giving themſelves over to. fornication, 


and going after ſtrange fleſh, are ſet forth for an example, ſuf. 


Fering the vengeance of eternal fire.” What miſery did this 


ſin bring on the Shechemites, on the children of. Iſrael in the 
wilderneſs, and in the affair of the Levite's concubine, as well 


as on many individuals? From the ſevere cenſures of it by the 


rophets, and threatenings againſt it, we have reaſon to believe, 
t had no inconſiderable ſhare in bringing the greateſt calami- 
ties on the Jewilh nation, and in the diſſolution of their ſtate at 
length... How ſhall I pardon thee for this? thy children have 
forſaken me; when I had fed them to the full, they then com- 
mitted adultery, and aſſembled themſelves by troops in the har- 


lots houſes. They were as fed horſes in the morning; every 


one neighed after his neighbour's wife. Shall I not viſit for 


th ſe things? ſaith the Lord: and ſhall not my ſoul be avenged 


on ſuch a nation as this?“ The Spirit of God here uſes a figure 
that ſome in their wiſdom would term indelicate; but vile fins 
cannot be alluded to and expoſed by delicate fimilies. * Shall 
not wy ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation,” that is, on the Jews 
and any other nation that refembles them in guilt. To the above 


charge ond threatening is ſubjoined, Go ye upon her walls, 


and deſtroy; take away her battlements; for they are not the 


Lord's; h cn Britain ſhould hear, and ſtand in awe of ſo of- 
fending, leut this be realized upon her. Deg oa ot 


+ The late Principal Robertſon in bis Hiſtory of Scotland, 
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The leproſ y of this ſin pollutes the lips of many ; and where- 


ever they go, like the ſnail, they leave their flime behind them. 
By their ſmutty alluſions, and. obſcene jeſts, the opening of 


- their mouth is like an unripe ſepulchre, which ſends forth a noi- 


ſome ſtench, and preſents its loathſome and putrified contents 
to the horror of the byholder. Theſe think often to entertain 
by what would be characteriſtic in the menial of a brothel, as 
if it were an accompliſhment in a gentleman to have ſerved an 
apprenticeſhip n ſthe ſtews ; not content without proclaiming to 
all, with whom they may happen to aſſociate, whoſe they are 


and whom they ſerve. Is it not to be fearcd that our large 


towns, in conſequence of this vice, are become finks of impu- 
rity, where ſcenes of lewdneſs are exhibited before the pure eye 
of Heaven, in forms not to be deſcribed? Theſe are indeed; 
works of darkneſs which cannot bear the light; yet are they 
naked and open to the all-ſeeing, and ever-waking eye of God, 
who is of purer eyes than to look on ſin of any kind but with 
abhorrence and deteſtation ; nor are the perpetrators of theſe 
deeds of night always careful to conceal them even from their 
fellow creatures, as if they gloried in their ſname, and minded 
only the gratification of their brutal appetites. If fame be true, 
the metropolis of our nation is notorious for the practice of 
this deteſtable vice, even in her moſt criminal and debaſing 
forms. There, we are told, her votaries of both ſexes have 
their places of public rendezvous, whither they reſort for the 
purpoſe of forming mutual aſſignations; and the real object of 
ſuch interviews is no ſecretf. I hus, unaſhamed of their vile 


1 The Author has been fold, that the mention of the above circumſtance from 


the pulpit, as a proof of the too general depravity of morals, gave offence to 
ſome, particularly of the female ſex, as if indelicate and impertinent, if not falſe 
and groundleſs. Would to Heaven that the Jatter were indeed the caſe. Tho“ 
the Author was aſſured of the cireumitance as a fact, by a Gentleman of verati- 
ty, who had of late ſpent ſome time in the metropolis, yet he made farther inqui- 


| ry, and finds the fact to be too well aſcertained. The Perſons at whom he 


inquired, who had ocular proof of the fact, declared that it is no unufſ,:l thing 
there, to ſee chouſands of females aſſembled, in certain places, all dreſſed in the 


moſt elegant ſtylegwho are well known by their gait, manner, and attire ; that 


gentlemen reſort thither, ſurvey on horſe-back thro' their glaſſes this aſſemblage 
of beauty and faſhion, while they paſs as in review before them, to expoſe to 
advantage their charms. Having ſelected their object, they diſmount, give 
their horſe to their ſervant, take the fair one by the arm, and, after two or three 
turns, retire to. places provided for the accommodation of ſuch, which abound 
in the neigbourhood of all thefe places of public reſort. All this is tranſa@edia 
open day, and before thouſands of ſpectators, nor are the macried, and even 
aged of the male ſex, aſhamed to be ſeen acting their part in thele ediaus ſcenes. 
All this is aſſerted to be ſs common there, that it is nothing thought of, tho” 
ſtrangers are invited to view it as a novelty, one of the ſtrange phenomenon of 
that large and wicked city. | 5 

Are not theſe things to be lamented? and do they not furniſh ground of 
ſerious appreheuſivn ? The offence taken at the reference to them above, it 
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conduct, they proclaim their ſin as Sodom, and hide it not; 
and ſince a reſemblance to the devoted cities of the plain, in the 
nature and impudence of their crimes, may be eafily traced a- 


mong us, would it not be juſt with God, eſpecially conſidering 


/ 


| language neither indelicate, nor too explicit, led to be fo particular on ſuch a 


hateful ſubject. If the bare mention of this gave offence to fome, how offen- 
five to God to witneſs it from time to time, with all its apggravatirg circumſtances? 
Inſtead of cavilling at the mention of ſuch things, thoſe who hate ſin on its own 
account, and feel for the inſults offered to God thereby, will ſament they ſhould 
ever exiſt among us. None have more cauſe to do ſo, than the virtuous part of 
the female ſex; for, in conſequence of ſuch ſcenes, thouſands of the other ſex 
are become ſuch obſcene birds as ſhun clean proviſion, while they fly with avidity 
at every carrion. The many preſecutions of late for Crim Con. or-adultery, 
ſhew'thar our women of rank are not all Lueretias, that the ſemale part of the 
pation bears pace with the male in proficiency in vice. I et the Britiſh dame: 
attend to what the Spirit of God hath ſaid to the fine ladies in ancient Iſrael, 
when deſcribing the vanity of their dreſs and the levity of their carriage; 
% Therefore the Lord will ſmite with a ſcab the crown of the bead of the 
daughters of Zion, and the Lord will diſcover their ſecret parts, And it ſhall 
come to paſs, that inſtead of ſweet ſmell, there ſhall be ſtirk; and inſtead of a 
girdle; a rent; and inſtead of well-ſet hair, baldneſs; and inſtead of a ſtomæ 
cher, a virding of ſackclcth; and burning inftead of beauty.“ > 
Hle acts not the part of an enemy to the ſex who laments and expoſes ſucn e- 
normities, by which the virtuous among them ſuffer in their deareſt concerns. 
No vice can be reproved without being mentioned, nor confeſſed and lamented; 
if it is not known *o exiſt ; and the mention of theſe things in public is not 
pleaſant, but painful to a feeling, and virtuous heart, Wo ſhall be to them who 
borrow fire from Goe's altar to enflame their corrupt paſlions, at the mention 
of vices for which they ſhould mourn. ' And ſhould any condemn the reprehen- 
Eon of vice, from an affected modeſty, under which the baſeſt paſſions fometimes 
1yrk, the cenſure retorts with double ſeverity on themſelves, 
A circumſtance was mentioned in the body of this Diſcourfe at delivery, to 


Which a place is here given, namely, That within the precincts of one pariſh in 
the city off London, no fewer than 500 houſes of bad fame have been known ta + 


exiſt many years ago; and if ſo, there is reaſon to fear their number is not ſine 


diminiſhed. Ihe Author recollects to have ſeen this aſſerted in a paper, written 
by a London gentleman, on the inſtitution of the Magdalen hoſpital, which is 
- Inſerted, if he remembers well, in a London magazine. In that paper, a 


number of other things occur, which tend to juſtify the view given above of 
the diff-lute manners of too many in the metrepolis. The wickedreſs of this 
city, where iniquity of every kind aboundeth, ſar exceeds what the mind of man 
can conceive, or the tongue of 2n angel deſcribe. The tins that brought a de- 
luge of liquid fire from Heaven on the once wealthy but voluptuous cities of the 
plain, ſetting them forth as an awful example of Divine vengeance, are to be 
found there with peculiar aggravations, in addition to other henious fins more 
eminently our own. We ſhould therefore view and lament them as offenſive to 
God, and a mean of procuring national judgments ; for it is doubtleſs his deter- 
mined purpoſe to puniſh them in an exemplary manner, tho? he hath long ſuſ- 
pended the deſerved ſtroke, for the ſake of that ſmall remnant which he hath 
preſerved from the general contagion. O London! London! if the Lord yilit 
thee not with judgments as conſpicuous as thy guilt, he hath-forſaken the earth, 
and ſeeth it not; whence prepare to meet thy God, to whom it belongeth to 
take vengeance of ſuch inventions! Once he ſcourged thee with a deſtructive 
plague, and a conſuming fire, and he hath many ſuch arrows in his quiver, with 
which he can eaſily humble the prendeſt city on earth. Tho' ſentence againſt 
the evil works of men be not ſpeedily executed, let not their hearts be ſet in 
them to do evil; for with him a thouſand years are as one day. 
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the ſuperior advantages of our nation, to puniſh ſuch crimes 
| by: judgments equally awful and expreſſive of his diſpleafure ? 


Does not their abhorrence of this crime daily decreaſe, fo that 
many glory in their ſhame, and would recommend themſelves 
to the attention or admiration of the gay and thoughtleſs of 
both ſexes, by the number of their debaſing conqueſts, and the 


addreſs of their criminal intrigues? Theſe give diligence to 
make their own damnation ſure---to work it out, 'tho' at the 
expence of occaſional fear and trembling, as a pledge and car» _ 
neſt of the worm that fhall never die, and the fire which ſhall _ 


not be quenched. 


* 


Does not this abominable vice entail diſgrace, guilt and mi- 
ſery on too many in our Fleets} and Armies? whence Gd 
; — ; wal : 0 a 888 i 


+ The Public have veen informed, thro? the channel of our news papers, 


| that when our Fleet was under failing orders at the time of the Spaniſh' Arma» 


ment, no ſewer than ſeveral thouſand women of bad fame were ſet on ſhore at 
Spithead;—and alfo, that when the Royal George went to the bottom, the num- 
ber of worthleſs females on board came debe Mort of, if it did not exceed the 
number of the males. Neither the one account, nor the other was contradicted, 
which they ought to be, if falſe. Is it unworthy of a Chriſtian to recollect 
ſuch awful events, and trace the moral connexion of cauſe and effect in them ? 
« Whoſo is wiſe, will obſerve theſe things: But becauſe they regard not the 
work- of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands, he ſhall deflroy them, and 
not build them up.” "The impure are curſed, 5 

Admit the truth of the abdye, and what a ſad picture of the profligacy of 
eur ſeamen, and of the criminal connivance of their ſuperiors! What a me. 
lancholy ſituation! to be plunged in an inſtapt into all the horrors of eterni 
amidſt ſuch company; and was it not juſt in God to arreſt them ſuddenly, while 
they preſumed to offend after ſuch a manner. and ſet his authority and the ter- 
rors of his wrath at defiance ? Burt, alas, how few of their ſurviving brethren 
have profited, by the awful warning! =, „ 

Can we extol theſe as the ornament, the defence, and bulwark of our iſle, 
in point of true honour, virtue, and piety ? Do thoſe that bear command in 
our fleets and armies ſet the example of reverence for the name, the day and 
laws of God? With what confiſtency can they puniſh diſreſpect to their own 
perſon, or diſobedience to their orders, if they themſelves are ſeen, heard and 
33 to contemn the higheſt authority in the univerſe? Theſe two pre 


Fear God and honour the king” ſhould never be ſeparated in practice; for the 


firſt is doubtleſs prior, in point of obligation and importance; and the latter 
cannot exiſt without its obſervance. How can that man be loyal to his prince, 
and a real friend to his country, however noiſy his profeſſions of loyalty and pa- 


triotiſm, who is blind to his own chief concern, and an enemy and traitor to his 


God ? If ſuch enemies and traitors abound among the defenders of our iſle, 
is ic any wonder Gad ſhould write diſappointment on every hoſtile ſcheme and 
enterprize in which we engage? When a people walk contrary to God, he will 
walk contrary to them; but when their ways pleaſe him, he cauſes their ence 
mies to be at peace with them, or gives them as duſt to their ſword, 

The fins that abound in our land, and among our ſeamen and ſoldiers, are 
much more to be dreaded than all the forces of our enemies, formidable as theſe 
are; for they make God our foe, and provoke him to take part with thoſe that 
fight againſt us. Dr. Do adridge concludes his remarks, in l. ie Family Expeſitor, 
on the pious Centurion who zpplied to our Lord in behalf of his diſtreſſ-d ſer- 


FJant, as recorded Luke vii. 2, 3. with this obſervation, Such may our officers _ 
be! and we may hope, that the hoſts of heaven will with pleaſure cover their 
heads in the day of battle, and obedient troops be formed, by their example and. 
care, to the diſcipline of virtue as well as of war? EN | 
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may juſtly realize, with reſpect to the former, what is ſaid to 


take place when © the ſecond angel poured out his vial upon 


the ſea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and eve- 
ry living ſoul died in the ſea.” Cꝭmmentators underitand this 
of places that boaſt of their inſular ſituation, and maritime 
ſtrength and advantages; and what place more likely in this 


reſpect than our ſea-girt iſle, whoſe boalted rampart is the o- 


cean? For the fins of the nation, and for the daring impiety, 
and debaſing vices which abound in our Navy, have we not 


reaſon to dread the effects of the effuſion of the vial of his 


wrath upon that very element which we ſo often proudly call our 
own---that even there, the God of heaven may yet ſtain the pride 
of Britain's glory, and avenge the inſults we daily offer his ſa- 
cred Majeſty on the mighty Ocean, which owns and obeys him 
as ſovercign Lord? He will ſmite the earth with the rod of 


his mouth, and with the breath of his lips ſhall he ſlay the 


wicked.” The Lord charged his people of old, When the 
hoſt goeth forth agaipt thine enemies, then keep thee from e- 

very wicked thing; which reſpects not only the people at 
large, but alſo the men of war. Do not both with us however, 
eſpecially the latter, act on ſuch ſerious occaſions, as if the 
precept were reverſed ; When the hoſt goeth forth againſt thine 
enemies, then freely indulge in every wicked thing? * Wicked- 


neſs proceedeth from the wicked.“ The wicked ſhall be turned 


into hell, and all the nations that forget God.“ 


publicly ſhewn to Popery, that Antichriſtian ſyſtem, merits 


The friendly to Popr that hath, for ſome time paſt, been 


particular attention, as highly offenſive to God, quite inconſiſt- 
ent with our profeſſion as Proteſtants, and drawing after it a 
train of ſerious conſequences. Hzreby that ſyſtem hath gained 
a more firm footing in theſe lands, than ever it did during the 
unhappy reign of the Stewart family, with all their violent 
ſtruggles to introduce and eſtabliſh it. No-doubt, there is too 
much of the ſpirit and leaven of Popery in every Chriſtian 
community in the nation, and indeed, in every heart; for ſpar- 
ing and cheriſhing which, the Lord may not ſpare us in the 
day when he enters into judgment. Many of the doctrines of 
that ſyitem are very faſhionable ; and in the uſual mode of con- 
- ducting church matters, its ſpirit and effence are retained and 
exemplified. The much admired union of church and ſtate 1s 
like the foundation and chief-corner ſtone of the fabric, and 
conſtitutes the baſis on which reits his Holineſs” ſeat at Rome. 
Among Difſenters too, much of this corrupt leaven is ſtill re- 
tained, which hath indeed, more or leſs, Icavened the whole 
lump. When men receive what they profeſs to believe and 
- practiſe in religion, merely from the force of edugation, the 
authority of the church to which they belong, or the fanction 
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of cuſtom and example; and not becauſe they find It, upon | a 
mature inquiry, revealed and enjoined in ſcripture; this is real- = 
| ly a ſpecies of popery, diſhonouring, and offenſive to God, and 3 
highly injurious to the intereſts of true religion. Upon this : 
rinciple, a man might be a Jew, a Mahometan, a Deiſt, or 
R as well as a Chriſtian, had it been his lot to have been 
born where any of theſe was the eſtabliſhed religion of the 
country, or the religion of his relatives and connections. 
Hence the amazing force of cuſtom in forming the religious 
creed and ritual of many; and neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles 
have authority enough to make them recede from this, or adopt 
a new article into their faith or practice; tho' they can aſſign - 
no ſcripture reaſon for the one, or againſt the other, nay, tho? 
ſcripture reaſons and examples ſhould lie wholly on the other 
fide. Teachers and taught are mutually guilty in this reſpect, 
the one in not declaring and inculcating truth and duty, in the 
face of cuſtom and popular prejudices ; and the other in op- 
poſing theſe to the evidence of truth, in reſting in the attain- 
ments of their fathers, diſcouraging and oppoſing thoſe who. 
would lead them backtoapoſtolic and primitiveexample, andnever 
ſeeking to advance towards perfection. Oppoſition to refor- 
mation is an infallible mark of antichriſt wherever it exiſts and 
ſhews itſelf. Thus thouſands take their religion upon truſt, 
and are virtually Papiſts in a r e country, tho' they own 
not the Pope at Rome, nor bow to graven images f. But net 
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+ In proof of the above, I need only refer to the uſual mode of diſpenſing 
the Lord's ſupper among us. Did the apoſtles live in our times, the great bo- 
dy of profeflivg Chriſtians in theſe lands, with all their profeſſed reverence for 
their anthority, would in fact excommunicate them; or, what amounts to the 
fame thing, would not join with them in the breaking of bread ; becauſe they 
did it in a manner which cuſtom does not ſanction among us, and they would not 
yield iy inſticuted form to humour us, nor we the form preſcribed by the uſage 
of our fathers to gratify them. They never once dreamed it to be a duty to an- 
nex the obſervance of a faſt, and of Saturday and Monday's ſervices to the ad- 
miniſtration of this holy ordinance, as appears from their writings and example ; 
and muſt we not yet allow, that they knew their Maſter's will in this particu- 
lar, and did not contradict it in their practice? The churches under their im- 
mediate inſpection copied, in regard of the ſupper, their example, and thar 
example continued to operate, in reſpect both to the frequency and ſimplicity of a 

its admjciſtration, for about 490 years. : | | ; | 
ppeal to the ſacred oracles muſt determine the duty of Chriſtians on this 
head, and where they are ſilent, or hoſd forth inſpired example, the Church hag 
no power to preſcribe or modify; ati co aſſert that ſhe has, or to act upon the 
ſuppoſition of it, is to admit one of the moſt danger6us tenets of Popery. The 
word of God is complete, in reſpe& both of faith and practice, whence nothing 
ſhould be added in his ſervice which it neither enjoins nor exemplifies, Where- 
ever this ordinance is ſyoken of in ſcripture, whether in the goſpels, the acts of 
the apoſtles, or epiſtles, we find not one word of the days and ſervices at pre- 
ſent attached to it. What are we to infer from this ſilence? May we not con- 
clude, that theſe conſtitute no part, or neceſſary appendage of it in the fight of 
God; and hence, area yoke of our own framing, a burden and obſtacle in the. 


way of its adminiſtration and reception? If this is not granted, then our Lord | 
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content with this ſpecies of Popery, we diſcover great friendſlyp 


for it even in its groſſeſt and molt ſuperſtitious form. 


and his apoſtles muſt have omitted, in the inſtitution, account and celebration 
of this ordinance, certain thing neceſſary to its dife obſervarce; for 1 ſee not 
bow we can evade the alternative. It would be as modeſt o acknowledge our 
own error in this caſe, as to maintain a poſicion that will highly reflect both on 
our Lord and his apoſtles; for the te - practice is a tacit reflexion on his 
wiſdom and fidelity, as if he did not fee what was ſo conducive to Chriſtian im- 
provement in this ordinance, or ſeeing ir, gave not a fingle command, or direc. 
tion reſpecting its obſervance; leaving a few Scorch Chriſtians, about the ſixteenth 
century, to diſcover it, thro' the perſecution of the times. os 
The Apoltle tells ue, That Moſcs was faithful in God's houſe as a ſervant, but 
Chriſt as a Son. Did the former, in giving the law, or deſcribing the inſtitution 
_ cf the paſſover, and enjoining its rite-, leave any thing to the Jews to ſuppiy ? 
or did they think themielves at liberty to make auy ſuch ſupplement? ls it 
poſſible then that our Lord would forbear even to mention, and alſo his apoſtles, 
who acted by his inſtructions, what we in our wiſdom deem fo neceſſary, were 
at really ſo; when he was faithful as a Son over the houſe or Church of God, 
and they as ſervants who had, for this purpoſe, obtained mercy of bim? We 
zaſtly blame the Romiſh and the Epiſcopal church for appointing che obſervance 
of varicus days and rites, which have no countenance in ſcripture; and yet we 
are guilty of the ſame thing, and act upon the very ſame principle, when we 
make it neceſſary, or act as if we thought ſo, to obſerve three week days every 
time chis holy ordinaiice is adminiſtred among us; tho' we cannot adduce one 
Angle ſcripture precept or example to countenance us in this novel practice or 
innovation. A EK N f N 
Lo believe as the church believes, and praQtife as the church practiſes is the 


illar and ground of that ſyſtem which pretends to an infallible head; and yet, 


in this affair at leaſt, it is practically the great and leading doctrine among our- 
Alves. And are not even Diffenters as backward to adopt the obſervance of any 
Eu'y, or to reform any deviation from ſcripture precepts or example, where the 
uu ion of cuſtom operates the contrary way, as the members of any eſtabliſhed 
church whatever? ſo many taking for granted that what is handed down from 
their forelathers muſt be ſcriptural, without giving themſelves the trouble of 
examination, Hence, every attempt to correct this abuſe meets wich oppoſiti- 
on, and gives occafion to reflexions and reproach, as if we had reached the ut- 
moſt verge of Chriſtian knowledge and practice, and thought ourſelves as uner- 
ring in our judgment as the Pope. If not miſtaken, the preſent practice in Scot- 
Jand is uot ſanctioned by that of any other church on earth, nor even by our own 
adopted ſtandards, which weigh ſo much in other caſes. N 

The couduct of ſome is ſtrangely inconſiſtent. While they allow that the ob- 
Ter vance of theſe days is no way eſſential to the ordinance, they would not, upon 
any account, join in it in their own congregation, ſhould they not be obſerved: 
And yet perhaps, none are more ready to negle& public worſhip on theſe occaſi- 
ons, when the claims of the world interfere, They can alſo without ſcruple 
Join in a neighbouring congregation, while they give attendance only on the 
Lord's day, or a part of it, thus condemnirg themſelves in what they allow. 
But can any once ſuppoſe that the rule of, duty is ſuch a fluctuating, variable 
thing as changes with every change of circumſtance, and leaves men to modify 
its obligation at pleaſure? Such as will not conſent that this ordinance, ſo con- 
ducive to Chriſtian edification ſhould be occafionally diſpenſed, without ſuch ob- 
fervarces as make it a burden, and the frequent enjoyment of it quite impractica- 
ble, would do well to reflect how they ſhall anſwer to thair future Judge for ob- 
ſtructing the edification of others, and the purity of his inſtitutions, by oppoſing 
a return to the original, ſimple plan of this ſacred ordinance, from a fond attach- 
ment to what he hath no where required at their hand, either as a neceſſary ap- 
pendage, or an eſſential part thereof. What gave riſe to the preſent cuſtom with 
our forcfathers, hath long ſince ceaſed to exiſi; and it ſhould be remembered, that 
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Many have dated the decline of the Britiſh empire from the 
inauſpicious period of paſſing the famous Canada bill, which 
gave a legal eſtabliſhment to the Roman catholic religion over 


vaſt tracts of country. Hereby the prieſts of Rome were pro- 


vided with a legal ſalary for publiſhing their pernicious tenets, 
and inculcating the obſervance of the ſuperſtitious rites and 
fopperies of their religion; a conduct as inconſiſtent in Pro- 


teſtants, as if the Legiſlature of a country ſhould hire a number 


of quacks to vend poiſon of a deadly nature among the people, 
and promiſe them at the ſame time ſecurity and protection in the 
execution of their infernal plan. There is a moſt material dif- 
ference betwixt forbearing to perſecute for conſcience's ſake, to 
which all peaceable ſubjects have a juſt claim, and legalizing 
the commiſſion of what God hath forbidden. Men would be 
Treater than he, by pretending to give a legal ſanction to what 
e cannot ſanction in his creatures, for he cannot deny himſelf. 
He beſtows the general benefits of hjs reign on men of all re- 
ligions, without approving or fanioning the errors of an 
and let the rulers of the earth go, and do likewiſe : for this 
ſeems to be all the toleration or eſtabliſhment of religion with 


which they have any concern. aving other things, in come 


mencing, and proſecuting the preſent war, a partiality for that 
religion, and its beſt friends and greateſt ſupports, ſeems too ap- 
parent. Who does not remember the purportof a certainfamous 
manifeſto, enjoining, upon pain of confiſcation and death, the 
full reſtoration of the Popiſh ſyſtem in the Church, with all 
its miniſters and vaſt revenues, as well as the re- eſtabliſhment 
of the old deſpotiſm in the State? Have not we acceded to the 
general coalition, without requiring any retraction or explanati- 
on on this point, upon the part of our Roman-catholic Allies, or 
giving any ſuch explanation on our own, as diſavowed any in- 
tention to favour or promote the ſame ſcheme? Who can be 
ignorant, that the reſtoration of the diſcarded religion of 
Rome, in all its former power and ſplendor, hath been a prin- 
cipal object with the allied, beligerent powers, in all their ex- 
ertions ſince the commencement of hoſtilities? and was our 


co-operation crowned with the deſired and expected ſucceſs, 


the brazen ſerpent, tho' appointed and bleſſed of God for a ſeaſon as a mean of 
healing, was ordered to be deſtroyed, when it came to be idolized, or perverted 
from its original intention. EEC 
_ Theſe hints were thought worthy of a place here, to ſhew that implicit faith, 
and devotion to cuſtom obtain with us, in certain caſes, as well as with the de- 
votees of Rome; and alſo to induce the Reader to think and examine for him- 
ſelf in religion, if he has not done ſo alrea-'y, that he may be able to give a 
Scripture reaſon of the hope that is in him as a Chriſtian, and of the religious 
ſervices'which he performs ; leſt he ſhould be one day confounded by that queſti- 
on, Who hath required this at your hand 1 . 
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would it not tend to ſecure the ſame object? Pofterity will 
not acquit us, in all probability, of the deſign. Every one who 
has paid the lezſt attention to what hath paſſed at home and 2. 
broad of late, will eafily recollect a variety of circumſtances, 
that ſeem. to place this beyond any rational doubt, which makes 
it the leſs neceſſary to be more particulart. - 


+ As the Author hath retained many obfervations in the printed copy of 
theſe ſermons throughout, which time would not pemit him to overtake when 
delivered from the Pulpit, on the occaſion referred to on Title-page; ſo this and 
the following particular, with one or two in the foregoing part of this Dif. 
courſe, were then wholly omitted; which accounts for its uncommon length; 
for it was originally two, and indeed ovght to be fo divided, had it been advert- 
ed to in time. — 

The Reader will excuſe the mention of a few additional circumſtances here, 
which ſeem to aſcertain our culpable partiality of late for the Reman catholic 
ſyſtem. In the proclamation of our Head Commander to his ſoldiers the other 
year, when they entered into Winter quarters, he enjoined the men to ſhew 
the ſame external marks of reverence to the hoſt when it paſſed, that are paid 
by the Roman-catholic ſoldiers. 1 he reafon aſſigned was, That © there are 
only a few ceremonies in which they and we differ.” No difference in doctrine 

according to him. This might be perhaps, excuſable in an officer, did be not an- 
nex the mitre and revenues of a Proteſtant Biſhop, to his military ſtaff; but it 
plainly ſhews the light in which ſome regard that religion, takiog it in connexion 
with other things. 5 „„ | 

The friendly compliments that have paſſed of late betwixt as, and his Holineſs, 
and eſpecially, our having furniſhed him, for a time, with life guards, looks too 
much the ſame way. The following paragraph appeared in a paper, (The Sun, 
"Tueſday, March 3. 1795) which is not apt to cenfure or miſrepreſent public mea - 
ſures, as an extract from the letter of a correſpondent, “ Exeter, Feb. 15. 
Laſt week a detachment of the 12th dragoons arrived at Taviſtock, lately from 
Rome, where they did duty at the Palace of the Pope, who conſecrated both 


their ſtandard and their horſes, and had caſt for them medals with the following 


legend—Romes Saved BY BRITISH Cannon.” ls it to this inſtance of Pa- 
pal ſuperſtition that we are to trace the late faſhionable ceremony cf conſecrating 
military ſtandards? To be conſiſtent, we ſhould ſend them all to Rome, to be 
there ſprinkled with holy water, conſecrated by the Pope, in perfon, and to paſs 
thro* his ghoſtly hands for his paternal benediction. But we have got Prieſts at 
home who are quite qualificd for ſuch ſervices, when a handſome penſion is an- 
nexed, and may in time, ſhould the craft proſper, be fitted for hw, a Car- 
dinal's cap. Whenever theſe conſecrated banners are unfurled, every Head ſhould 
be uneovered in their preſence, for the ſame reaſon that this is required in places 
of public worſhip; namely, becauſe both are ſuppoſed to be ſacred to Deity, 
Will a conſecrated flag inſpire men with courage, ſecure Heaven on their fide, 
and cover their heads in the hour of danger? Have the rites of Rome of late 
acquired uncommon virtue? for the conſecration of rhe Spaniſh Armada, by 
the holy Vicar of Chriſt himſelf, did not ſecure their triumphs over Britain; 
but perhaps, this rite will be more efficacious when performed by a modern 
military chaplin, a principal part of whoſe office is to conſecrate the banners of 
the corps to which Minitterial favour hath attached him. The Jews of old 
vociferated, The Temple of the Lord, the Teniple of the Lord, when they were 
conſpiring againſt, and ready to crucify the Lord of the-temple. 

On theſe hallowed occaſions, the prayere preſented to Heaven are generally 
compoſed of fulſome adulation, and bitter invectives. As a proof of the firſt, 
let the two following ſpecimens ſuffice. * Conſecrate this day, we humbly 
implore thee, O Lord of Hoſts— conſecrate the ſtardard now put into the hauds 
& theſe thy ſervants May they regard it as erected to God, their Sovercign 
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That it is dangerous to combine, or make acommon cauſe with 
idolaters, appears from what the Pſalmiſt faith; * Confounded 


and their country!” At the conſecration of the colours of another Volunteer 
corps, the Reverend Doctor who officiated on the occaſion, among other fine 
ſentiments, had the ſoltowing in his. pious, patri tic addreſs to his Maker:— 
« Be propitious to theſe Chriſtian ſoldiers, thy ſervants, devoted to thy fear.“ 
At is devoutly to be wiſhed that the Military of Britain deſerved this character, 
that oaths and imprecations did not proceed ſrom their lips much oftener than 
prayers and praiſes, as a proof of their devotedneſs to the ſear and {.rvice of God. 
Men may deal in empty, unmeaning compliments when they addreſs one another, 
becauſe they cannot read each other's heart, but ſhould lay theſe aſide when they 
ad.ireſs him upon whom no compliments can impoſe, By the general lamenta- 
tion of our Clergy of late over the downfal of Popery in France, as, according 
to them, the Chriſtian faith, and the Chriſtian religion, and over the ſufferings 


aud exile of its prieſts, one would naturally imagine Britain was become a Popiih 


country, and had made a common cauſe, ia all reſpects, with the votaries of 
that political religion, O what charity! | 

Foreigners entertain the ſame opinion of our "favourable ſentiments towards 

the religion of Rome, In the deſcription of Corſica by Frederic, ſon of the late 
Theodore King of Corſica, in his account of General Paoli, it is remarked, that 
the Sacred Band, meaning the Clergy, who had fided with Paoli in favouring 
the Britiſh, © received them as their deliverers from tyranny, and the protectors 
of their Roman Catholic religion, - and that *the General Aſſembly, convoked 
by Paoli at Corte, in the moſt ſolemn manner ſurrendered their liberties to the 
King of Great Britain, and committed, at the ſame time, the care and protec- 
tion of the Roman Catholic religion to that Monarch, the* a Protaſtant.” In 
the ſame account we are told, that Paoli and the whole kingdom had ſworn to 
obſerve the conſtitution of France, in the preſence of the ſupreme Being, whom 
they called to witneſs, It is hard to ſiy, what honour or advantage can accrue 
from the acceſſion of ſo many perjured beings, on whom lies and awaits the 
guilt and doom of that horrid crime. And indeed, common ſenſe ſays, That 
thoſe who have enticed them ro this, and aided and abected them in it, cannot 
be innocent. By the bye, this revolution preſents a moſt dangerous precedent; 
It holds out, in effect, ſuch language as this to the ſubje&s of ocher ſtates, — 
You may violate your allegiance, diſcard your rulers, and change your form of 
government whenever it is in your power; and bind yourſelves by ſulemn oath 
to ſubmir to, aud maintain quite different rulers, and form of government. 

In Canada we eſtabliſhed Popery without acknowledging the Pope's Suprema : 
cy, but it is not ſo in Corlica, as appears from the ſolemn deed by which the 
grant of it was ratified, and alſo from the following declaration, in the Procla- 
mation by Sir Gilbert Elliot, Viceroy of Corſica, in the name of the King ;— 
“ The exerciſe of the religion of your anceltors has been re-eſtabliſhed, and a 
happy concluſion to the articles preſented by the Parliament to his Hulineſs the 
Pope may ſoon be expected“ 

In addition to the above, I ſhall advert only to the Proclamation of the preſent 
pretended King of France, and the unqualified promiſe of ſupport which we have 
given him. In his late proclamation, he ſolemnly declares to all Europe, in the 
preſence of God, his firm purpoſe and reſolution, if once placed on the Throne 
of his anceſtors, to re-eſtabliſh Popery, in all its vigour and ſplendor, as well 
as the old ſyſtem in the ſtate, All this we knew, or ought to have known, be- 
lore we acknowledged the juſtice of his pretentions to that throne, and promiſe 
ed to aſſiſt him in recovering it. Say, Reader, if theſe things, to which others 
might be added, do not ſpeak our too favourable ſentiments of the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion, and our ſeeming wiſhes for its proſperity and continuance, when 
God in his providence is pulling it down? Say alſo, if this may not haſten, 
and increaſe our national judgments; for as acurſe was pronounced onthe manwhe 
ſhould rebuild Jericho; ſo thoſe have reaſon to dread the curſe of God, who at- 
tempt to ſupport, or rebuild myſtical Babylon, when he is dooming it to de- 
kruction, ard cauſing its blood-cemented fabrics to ſhake to their ſoundation. 
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be all they that ſerve graven images, that boaſt themſelves of 
idols.” It might be rendered, like many other ſeeming impre- 
cations in ſcripture, as a prediction or threatening; and, in 
that view, it has had its accompliſhment on ancient idolaters, 
and will alſo on thoſe that have ſerved graven images in more 
modern times. Both Jehoſaphat and Joſiah, two godly princes, 
were made to ſmart for forming a coalition with, and Ping 
their forces to the worſhippers of idols; and it might have been 
foreſeen, making reaſon, experience and ſcripture the rule of 
our judgment, that modern combinations with the ſervants of 
the grand idol in Rome, and all the trumpery of his graven i- 
mages, would turn out to their mutual confuſion. 80 ſaith 
God, whoſe word ſhall ſtand, “ All they that ſerve graven ima- 


fen that glory in, or boaſt themſelves of idols, ſhall be con- | 
ounded;” and to theſe may be added, all that aid and abet their 


cauſe; which accountsfor the ill ſucceſs that has of late attended 

the deſign and efforts to rebuild Babylon, if not on our part, 
at leaſt on that of our Allies. It is truly a ſerious matter to 
be found leagued and acting with thoſe powers that have been 
ſo long drunk with the blood of the ſaints, and are to this day 
the main pillars on which the antichriſtian ſyſtem reſts, that 


took infernal pleaſure in perſecution and bloodſhed---leagued 


with them at the time, when the God of heaven appears to be 
viſiting theſe crimes upon them, and giving them blood to drink, 


having found them worthy. - * When he maketh inquiſition 


for blood, he remembereth them: he forgetteth not the cry of 
the humble,” No wonder he ſhould leave theſe Popiſh powers 
to deſert us one after another, or turn their arms againſt us; 
becauſe we have placed undue confidence in them, formed ſtrict 
alliance with them, and bought their co-operation at the expence 


of ſuch coſtly ſacrifices as the nation is very unable to bear. 


* Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſt}es?” 
Permit me to conclude this particular, with a paſſage from 
a 2 and judicious author, who hath written upon this ſub- 
ject. © Who can refrain from wondering that the old mother 
of harlots and abominations of the earth ſhould again lift up her 
head in this land, and that ſhe ſhould at this time of day meet 


with ſuch kindly reception and entertainment among us! When 


the apocaliptic divine ſaw her in the height of her power, and 


decked in all her ſplendor, he wondered with great admiration; 
but that this enchantreſs ſhould, in the bloom of her meretrici- 
ous beauty, dazzle and bewitch the nations, and make them 
drunk with the wine of her fornication, is not quite ſo marvel- 
ous, as to behold her retaining the ſame power, and practiſing 
ſtill the ſame arts, not altogether without ſucceſs, even now in 
her extreme old age, when ſhe ſtands. tottering on the brink of 


her burning grave. Thar ſhe ſhould, in her preſent haggard, 
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worn- out form, pretend to new conqueſts; and that, in 
places where her Cheats had been diſcovered, and her magic 
charm broken, ſhe ſhould again attract the kind looks of kings 
and courtiers towards her, and decoy and infatuate kingdoms, 
equals the moſt romantic tale which her lying legends have to 
tell. To fee them admiring her wrinkled face, courting her 
blaſted favours, and returning to her ſtale and unwholeſome em- 
braces, is an event ſo odd and unaccountable, that it may well 
paſs for a miracle, and is a demonſtrative proot, that theſe her 
lovers are fallen into a ſtate of greater dotage than herſelff.“ 


To ſuch a degree does corruption of morals unhappily pre- 
vail, that ſcarce a news paper but announces a number of 
thefts, acts of ſwindling, robberies, houſe: breakings and the 
like; which, notwithſtanding the many awful examples made 
for ſuch crimes, ſeem to be on the increaſe. By theſe deeds of 
darkneſs the ſouls of many are ruined, and themſelves brought 
to an untimely end. Luxury, avarice, diſſipation, the love of 
falſe pleaſure, and the pride of life hurry many of all ranks 
into gambling, and other vicious purſuits, which are deſtruc- 
tive of induſtry, of morals, and ſocial order. If we admit, 
that every ſpecies of lottery involves a ſolemn reference or ap- 
peal to Deity, to give a juſt deciſion, the having recourſe to 
ſuch an expedient, as a reſource of revenue, cannot be in- 
nocent in the fight of Heaven. Does it not alſo preſent a 
temptation to the Public from year to year, by which not a few 
are ſnared and ruined}? The heathens regarded the caſting of 
lots as a direct appeal to the Arbiter of the univerſe, as ap- 
pears from their own writings, and the conduct of the heathen 
mariners in the caſe of Jonah; and the uſe we find made of it 
in ſcripture ſhews they were not miſtaken. Solomon faith, 
Ihe lot is caſt into the lap; but the whole diſpoſal thereof 
is of the Lord;” which granted, the uſe of it in ſuch caſes is 
doing evil that good may come, which an apoſtle condemns 
as meritorious of damnation. But waving theſe things, from 
a ſubject ſo copious as our public fins, that may procure nati- 
onal judgments, I ſhall ſelect only one more, which may be 
termed Gad, becauſe it brings a troop in its train, ee 


The too ſucceſsful attempts made ſo to blend the Church 
with the State, as to make it ſubſerve the views and deſigns 


+ Free Thoughts on the Toleration of Popery.” | 


t The State lottery coſts the Public perhaps three millions annually, to which 
the addition by it to the revenue bears little proportion. Tho' the people ſhould 
be diſpoſed to game, and may be wicked, yet they ſhould have no legal tempta- 
von, by what ſome ſcruple not to call a ſpecies of ſwindling. 


= 
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of the latter, with the various evils that reſult from this union, 


may be viewed as conſtituting a ſyſtem highly offenſive to God, 
and in many reſpects pernicous to men. Here I can give only 
a curſory glance at the nature and fruits of this ſyſtem. In 


vain would we ſeek a precedent, to ſanction this coalition, in 


the connexion of church and ſtate among the Jews; for both 
theſe were under the immediate authority of God, and each 
was governed by the laws which he preſcribed. The ſupreme 
magiſtrate in the ſtate, and the high prieſt in the church. were 
typical of Meſſiah, and prefigured, in the exerciſe of their 
ſunCtions, the nature of his offices and future reign. Indeed, 
much of that ſyſtem was merely the ſhadow of good things to 
come, and meant to ceafe when he appeared of whom 1s the 
ſubſtance; for glorious as that ſyſtem was, it had no glory by 
reaſon of the glory which excelleth, in that deſpenſation of 
grace and truth, which Meſſiah hath introduced and eftabliſhed. 
The commencement of the incorporation of church and ſtate 
is vſually dated from the reign of Conſtantine ſtiled the Great, 
whole efforts to model the church according to his own fancy, 
or after the organization of the ſtate, were too ſuccefsful; yet 
he could plead the authority of a royal precedent, venerable on 
account of its antiquity even in his day. This precedent was 
furniſhed by Jeroboam king of Iſrael, when he ſet up his golden 
calves in Dan and Bethel, and gave his royal ſanction, or a 
legal eſtabliſhment to the mode of worſhip there preſcribed, 
hat wicked prince, actuated by. reaſons of ſtate, formed, by 


this political device, a firm alliance betwixt church and (tate, 


in his dominions, which continued ever after, under the reign 
of his ſucceſſors, till the kingdom of the ten tribes was deſtroy- 
ed. Hereby he made Iſrael to ſin the great fin; of idolatry, 
which proved the ſnare and ruin of his own family as well as 
kingdom. That groſs corruption of the worthip of the true 
God owedits rife and continuance toſtate policy, as the ſacred text 
informs us; to prevent the children of Ifrael from returning to 
Rehoboam their firſt lord; and how often hath the union in 
queſtion been employed as a ſtate engine, to anſwer the baſc{t 
of purpoſes, and, among others, to prevent the return of Chriiti- 
anstotheirrighful Lord, in the purity and ſimplicity of hisworſhip? 

A part of the good confeſſion which our Lord witneſſed be- 
fore Pontius Pilate was, My kingdom is not of this world.“ 
But the incorporation of the church, which hath been ſtrenuouſ- 


_ly maintained both in Popith and Proteſtant countries fince the 


period referred to above, is an attempt to make it a kingdom of 
the world; and the attempt hath ſo far unhappily ſucceeded as 
to {trip her, in a great meaſure, of her original glory and beau- 
ty. The kingdom of God, and the kingdoms of the world are 
quite diſtinct in their origin, their laws, their tendency and 
sud; and, by the unhallowed attempt to coaleſce them, a monſter 


1 


aA a9 A AA 3 M 2 


THE JUDGMENTS OF HEAVEN. 171 


is produced, which reſembles Nebuchadnezzar's image, partly 
gold, and partly clay; but the latter outweighs and tarniſhes 
the former. The wound that the man of fn received, in the 
Papal chair in Rome, was in a great meaſure healed. in the 
* thrones of Proteſtant princes, when they uſurped a ſupremacy 
over the church in all matters eccleſiaſtical as well as civil, The 
model originally adopted, with little regard to ſcripture, hath 
been adhered to, with very little variation, or improved upon, 
in the Popiſh and Proteſtant churches even to this day. The 
real church of Chriſt, however diverſified in reſpect of time, 

lace or external circumſtances, 'is but one body, of which he 
is the Head, and every Chriſtian a member in particular. But 
the ſyſtem, which the wiſdom of the world hath adopted, gives 
it many heads, and theſe ſupreme ones too; for according to 
it, every prince hath a right to be her ſupreme head in his own 
dominions; and hence ſhe may have as many heads as there are . 
kingdoms profeſſedly Chriſtian in the world. Nothing can be 
more plain and obvious than that, if one prince may of right 
poſſeſs ſupremacy or headſhip in the church of God, which 
compoſes his houſehold on earth, then of courſe, every other 
poſſeſſes the ſame right within his own territory; and it is eaſy 
to ſee in what abſurdities this muſt land us. 

Strange monſter indeed! Does not this make her, with all 
her unity, reſemble the beaſt with ſeven heads and ten horns, 
yea, exceed it in monſtrous deformity? Can a wife be chaſte 
that profeſſes ſubjection to ſo many huſbands, and courts their 
favour and alliance? And can theſe churches be pure and loyal 
to their Head in heaven, who thus commit fornication with the 
kings and rulers of the earth? This ſyſtem involves one glaring 
abſurdity, if not impiety, while it attempts to concentre in one 
point extremes as oppoſite as eaſt and weſt, things as different in 
their nature, origin and ends as light and darkneſs, Chriſt and 
Belial, heaven and hell. Of this nature ſeems to be the inveſt- 
ing of an individual with a headſhip over a Preſbyterian church 
in one diſtrict, a Prelatical one in a ſecond, and a Popiſh one 
in a third; binding him at che ſame time by ſolemn oath equal- 
ly to maintain theſe within ſpecified boundaries, and, without 
freedom of choice, to profeſs himſelf a member of a particular 
one of them. "Theſe different ſyſtems may be wrong, but they 
cannot be all right; for they are in many things diametrically 
oppoſite to each other. Should one of theſe be Antichriſt, and 
of courſe, a part of Satan's kingdom in the world, as Proteſtants 
have long profeſſed to believe, and once ſolemnly proteſted, 
whence they derive'that name, can we once ſuppoſe that God, 
who is confiſtent with himſelf in all his works and ways, would 
authorize thoſe who reign and decree juſtice by him, to exert 
the authority with which they are inveſted, for the ſuppreſſion 
of vice and immorality, and the encouragement of piety and 
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than when the powers of the earth, ſo far from favouring and 


virtue, in ſupporting and maintaining the kingdom of his a- 
vowed adverſary, in dirg& oppoſition to his own,—a kingdom 
of darkneſs, ſuperſtition, bigotry and idolatry? As it is morally 
impoſſible for him to do ſuch a thing, Heaven forbid we ſhould 
once entertain the thought, or ſurmiſe the contrary. The 
ſyſtems of fallible and intereſted men may involve ſuch impi- 
ous abſurdities, but let us never father them on the God of 
truth, order and conſiſtency; for they make no part of that re- 
ligion which he hath revealed in his word, yea, have tarniſhed 
its glory, and corrupted its native beauty and ſimplicity, fa 
as to obſcure or diſguiſe its original features. Eccleſiaſtical Pa- 
tronage, Teſt laws, Perſecution, a Time ſerving Clergy, and 
a number of other evils may be viewed as the native offspring 
of the alliance of church and ſtate, and have been often felt 
and complained of as productive of very ſerious grievances}. 


2 Some thoughts on the above, if they can be overtaken, will have a place 
in the Appendix. Here however, I would ſubjoin a few remarks, Let none 
ſuppoſe that the Author means to inſinuate, by what is ſuggeſted above, that in 
churches eſtabliſhed by human laws worthy Chriſtians and faithful miniſters are 


not to be expected. The contrary is known to be a fact; yet ſuch, acting in 


character, tho* they may nor view the union of church and ſtate in the light 
repreſented above, will lament the evils produced by it, as grievances of conſi- 
derable magnitude in themſelves, and a great hinderance to the goſpel, and the 
fpread of g-nuine Chriſtianity in the world. Theſe things however, involve 
more guilt, and fink much deeper in their conſequences than moſt even of ſeri- 
ous people are aware of, whence God may fay reſpecting them, © Shall I not vi- 
fit for theſe thing+? Shall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this?” 
Many in the communion of ſuch churches are candid enough to own, that ſo far 
as theſe are eſtabliſhed by human laws, and under the undue influence of the 
powers of the earth, they are not the churches of Chriſt, whoſe kingdom, in 
this and other reſpects, is not of this world, nor needs that his diſciples 
Mould fight and contend, as hath been often the caſe, to ſecure this fancied pri- 
vilege. The rights of Zion and her citizens that are worth contending for, and 
the ſecurity they have of enjoying them, are not to be found in acts of Parlia- 
ment, in the edicts of kings and emperors, or in the deciſions of councils and 
conclavesz but in her own ſacred records, and in the perfections of her glorious 
Founder and Head The more the former are ſought after, and doated on, the 
Iefs the latter is prized; and indeed, it is only blindneſs to the latter that ever led 
men to court and prize the former The Church never profpered better, if 
growth in grace, fin love, and holineſs be allowed to conſtit te her proſperity, |. 

eabliſhing, proſ- 
eribed her, and her members, and employed force, malice, and ſtratagem a+ 
gainſt her. This was the caſe for fo mary centuries, which we are taught to 


conſider as her golden age. How expreſſive to this purpoſe what we have re- 


corded in the 27th of Iſaiah's prophecy from the 3d verſe! There we have 3 
dialogue between Jehovah and his Church under the figure of a viveyard. The 
paſſage, zccording to the noted verſion of the famous Dr. Lowth, late Biſhop 
of London, runs; Ver. 2. © In that day, 5 | 
To che beloved Vineyard, ſing ye a reſponſive ſong. 
3 tit isl, Jehovah, that preſerve her: 
J. Iwill water her every moment; 
I will take care of her by night; 
And by day I will keep guard over her. 
4. V. I haven wall for my defence: 
| O that I nad 2 fence of the thorn and brier ? 
J. Againſi them ſhould I march in battle, 
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That · the things alluded to muſt be offenſive to God, and 
detrimental to the belt intereſts of mankind, whence they me- 
nit, and will probably procure his judgments, would more ful- 


I ſhould burn them up together. It 
5 Ah! let her rather take hold of my protection. 
V. Let him make peace with me! 
Peace let him make with me!“ | 
On this paſſage, of which the Biſhop may be allowed to have given a juſt and 
faithful verſion, a few thoughts are humbly offered. The great Lord of all re- 
preſents himſelf as the Guardian of Zion, and the all-ſufficient ſource of her 
_ ſafety and felicity, which claims her gratitude and confidence. Vet, as the cho- 
ſen tribes of old wiſhed to be like the neighbouring nations, in having a viſible, 
mortal king to reign over them, ſo the church here, inattentive to her in- 
viſible ſecurity and protection, preſumes to ſay, that ſhe had no wall for her 
defence, and to expreſs a wiſh for a fence of thorns and briers, like other vine- 
yards; in other words, that ſhe might enjoy the protection of human laws, 
© like earthly ſtates, and be defended and ſupported by means forcign to her ſpiritual 
nature: for briers and thorns in ſcriprure import, in general, if not always, 


E ſomething bad, or noxious. They are ſpoken of as the effects of the curſe, and 


the mean of choaking the precious ſeed in the field, whence it became unfruit- 
ful. To ſuppoſe that the anxiety diſcovered by profeſſing Chriſtians to enjoy 
'what is termed a Legal eſtabliſhment of religion, or of the church, may be here 
intended by her complaint and wiſh, is attaching a ſenſe to them by no means 
forced or unnatural, But what is the bulwark or defence of a legal eſtabliſhment, 
compared to the guardian care, and divine perfections of Zion's glorious Head, 
but like a fence of thorns and briers that may be ſoon cut down, or conſumed 
with fire? The former is like an impregnable wall of adamant, againſt which 
the gates of hell cannot prevail. Briers and thorns wound and tear thoſe that 
deal much in them, who had need to be well armed; and ſuch as plant theſe 
fences, or glory and confide in their ſhadow and protection, are not ſeldom 
wounded by them; and when the Lord ſhall march againſt them in battle, and 
burn them up together, they will be in no ſmall danger, as hath been awfully 
verified of late. Who may abide the day of his coming? for ne is like a re- 
finer's fire. For behold, the day cometh that ſhall burn as an oven; and all the 
proud, yea, avd all that do wickedly ſhall de ſtubble : and the day that cometh 
ſhall burn them up, ſaith the Lord of 'hoſts, that ir ſhall leave them neither 
root nor branch.“ Agreeable to che ſenſe given above, which ſeems natural, 
and indeed unavoidable, the Lord, juſtly provoked at the preference given to 
theſe earthly means of human device for defence and ſecurity, as if thoſe which 
he had provided were not ſufficient, threatens to march in battle array againſt 
them, and to burn them up tog-ther, by the viſitation of his wrath, and the ef- 
'fuſton of hi- Spirit. This threatening ſhall be fully accompliſhed ; for God will 
conſume with the breath of his mouth, and the brightneſs of his coming all 
that hay, ſtubble, thorns and briers that men have heaped up within the walls 
ol Zion, and planted round her ſacred incloſures; and who does not ſee that he 
is Going it in the preſent day, by the alarming events ef his holy providence? 
He exhorts her, rather to take hold of his protection, as her all-ſufficient bul- 
-wark and wall of defence, and puts a requeſt in her mouth to that purpoſe, 
© Let him make peace with me! Peace let him make with me!'—let him be 
reconciled-to me thro' Meſſiah the great Peace-maker, and then ſhall I be raiſed 
above the need of any fence which human power can plant or rear. Or this re- 
iterated petition may denote the exerciſe of the Church, when God ſhall deſtroy, 
according to his threatening, every ſuch fen ce, and diſcover their futility to her 
ſafety, or rather, their obſtruRion to her real proſperity, and blemiſh on her ſpi- 
ritual beauty. Shuch idols ſhall then becaſt tothe moles and the bats. *Streagrhen, 
O God, that which thou haſt wrought for us. Rebuke the company of ſpear- 
men, the multitude of the bulls, with the calves of the people,” 7M 
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1y appear, could we trace their nature and conſequences at 


greater length. Tho' I have dwelt ſo long on a number of fins 
which are known to prevail in theſe lands, fins that are 


threatened, and have been often viſited with the judgments of 


God; yet I cannot diſmiſs the ſubject without ſome improvement. 


gane may pong object, Why dwell wholly on the dark 
fide of things? Why not point out our virtues and advanta- 


ges, as well as our fins, and the calamities which they procure? 


The former have been adverted to, in a preceding part of the 


diſcourſe, tho not ſo directly contained in the ſubject; for 
theſe are none of the things for which we are viſited with the 


judgments of the Lord, the abufe of our religious advantages 


excepted. Beſides, that partof the vineyard, being more inviting 


and productive, wants not plenty of hands to cultivate it; tho? 
the parts overgrown with briers, thorns and noxious weeds 
are much more extenſive, and in more immediate need of 


culture. The fins animadverted on are feverely reprehended 


by the prophets, in whoſe writings the moſt apt and ſtriking 


paſſages almoſt every where occur. As no ſcripture is of pri- 


vate interpretation, what God hath ſaid in his word to any na- 
tion or individual, he in effect faith to all that poſſeſs a ſimilar 
character, and tread in ſimilar paths. The reproofs and de- 


nunciations, therefore, which we find directed againſt certain 


fins and ſinners in the ſacred oracles, are intended to reach, in 
every age, the like practices and perſons, to whom the word of 
ſalvation is ſent; and our Lord's example, and that of his a- 
poſtles juſtifies ſuch application of them. In plainneſs of lan- 
guage, and ſeverity of cenſure, the example ſet by the holy 
prophets is far from being exceeded. It is much to be wiſhed 
there was no cauſe, that the charges exhibited could be eaſily 
refuted. But ſo long as heinous fins of various kinds abound, 
it remains a duty on the miniſters of the goſpel to expoſe and 
reprobate them, till men are brought to feel and act like Chrif- 


tians reſpecting them; tho' fuch conduct ſhould procure them 


malevolence and reproach. When the laws of Heaven are o- 
penly tranſgreſſed, whoever be the tranſgreſſors, he is unwor- 
thy of the character of a ſervant of the Lord of hoſts, who 
is afraid to lift up his voice like a trumpet, in remonſtrating a- 

inſt ſuch conduct. Shall the ſervants of earthly princes vo- 
— expoſe life itfelf in their ſervice ? and will the mini- 
ſters of the King of kings act the part of baſe, daſtardly cow- 


ards, to whom the fear of man proves a ſnare? No danger or 
difficulty can excuſe ſuch conduct, elfe the reluQtance of 


Moſes to undertake an embaſſy to Pharaoh, and the efforts of 
Jonah to evade the execution of his commiſſion to Nineveh 


would be juſtified. Nathan alſo might be blamed for his di- 
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rect charge to David, Jeremiah for his plain dealing with the 


king and princes of Iſrael, and John the Baptiſt for declaring 
Herod's conduct unlawful in retaining his Brother's wife for 
himſelf. But theſe men poſſeſſed a more noble ſpirit, and 


had not ſo learned their duty; for, like Caleb and Joſhua, they 
followed God ſullx. 1 5 ; 


The charge God gave Jeremiah merits particular att ention: 


© Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and ariſe, and ſpeak unto 
them all that I command thee; be not diſmayed at their faces, 
leſt I confound thee before them. For behold, I have made 
thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brafen 
walls againſt the whole land, againſt the kings of Judah, a- 


gainſt the princes thereof, againſt the prieſts thereof, and a- 


gainſt the people of the land. And they ſhall fight againſt thee, 
but they i 


princes, and the ſacredneſs of the prieſtly character were not 
to ſhelter them from the neceſſary freedom of admonition, in- 
ſtruction, and reproof, any more than the common people; 
for the prophet's commiſſion extended to them all. Neglect 
here would entail guilt and diſgrace; for the prophet that teach- 


eth lies, or concealeth the truth, in order to conciliate the fa- 
vour of men, or avoid the effects of their diſpleaſure, by pal- 


liating their vices, aecommodating himſelf to their prejudices, 


or ſhunning to declare the wrath of God againſt their unrighie- 


ous deeds; ſuch a prophet in Meſſiah's kingdom is the tail, and 


the blood of thoſe that periſh thro' fuch criminal neglect, will 
God require at his hand. In return for his faithfulneſs, how- 
ever, Jeremiah, that noble Patriot, was accuſed of diſaffec- 


tion to the intereſts of his Country, and ſedition againſt its 


government; yet his ſedition, if attended to, would have ſaved 


that country; while the clamorous and rewarded loyalty of o- 
thers enhanced its guilt, and haſtened its ruin. An infinitely 


greater was charged with the ſo me crime, charged with being 


an enemy to the temple, the Moſaic law, and to Cæſar. A 
ms diſciple hires himſelf to thoſe in power to betray his. 
aſter for thirty pieces of filver, A goodly price indeed at 


which he was valued by the civil and eccleſiaſtical rulers in old 
Ifrael z and how often has he ſince been depreciated, not mere- 


ly by thoſe whom ſome affect to term the Vulgar herd - the igno- 
ble rabble, thoſe of whom the Jewiſh Rabies ſaid, © Theſe 
people that know not the law, are accurſed,” but even by 
characters of the above deſcription ! | | 
The Lord enjoined the prophet Ezekiel to take him a ſharp- 
knife, or a barber's raſor, with which he was to do certain things, 


with a figurative intent to denote the ſharpneſs of theſe reproofs 


Tx 


. 


all not prevail againſt thee : for I am with thee, 
faith the Lord, to deliver thee.” The dignity of kings and 
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that he was called to adminiſter in the diſcharge of his office, 
an the ſcverity of the judgments he was commiſſioned to 
foretell and denounce. Another prophet uſes the ſame fignifi- 
cant figure. © In the ſame day ſhall the Lord ſhave with a 
raſor that is hired, the head and the hair of the ſeet: and it 
ſhall alſo conſume the beard.” When he is pleaſed to hire any 


as the inſtruments of his providence for ſuch purpoſes, he will 


liberally reward their ſervices, as in the caſe of Cyrus, the 
Romans and others of old, tho' they knew him not; and thoſe 
whom he will employ to bring down. Antichriſt and tyranny, 
and to puniſh. their abettors, will he alſo amply recompence, 


be their character, in reſpect of religion, ever ſo-defeCtive ; 
ſor God ſeldom employs his own children as the executioners 


of his juſtice. 'The cenſures and reproofs of theſe inſpired 
men were cloſe, faithful and ſevere, as the figure uſed imports, 
nor were they confined to the lower claſſes in ſociety ; nd 
the delivery of their meſſage, they knew no privileged orders, 


and had no reſpect of perſons, as is too common in every age 


with many in the ſacred office; but reproved the ſins, even cf 
courts and palaces, and denounced with authority the wrath 
of God againſt them. Even kings, princes, nobles and prisſts 


did they ſhave, ſometimes ſharply, and with ſeverity, to adopt 


the language of the figure here uſed. When king Ahab, af- 


ter the manner of wicked rulers, reproached Elijah as a troubler 


of Iſrael, a ſeditious perſon, and a diſturber of the public 
peace, by his ſermons and remonſtrances, the anſwer of the 
prophet, who knew. not how to flatter even princes, is worthy 
of notice. And it came to paſs when Ahab ſaw Elijah, that 


Ahab ſaid unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Iſrael. And 
he anſwered, I have not troubled Iſrael; but thou and thy fa- 


ther's houſe, in that ye. have forſaken the commandments of 
the Lord, and thou. haſt followed Baalim.” The fins and 
meaſures of kings and rulers may trouble whole nations, be- 
cauſe offenſive to God, and ths, mean of bringing down his 
judgments; and therefore his ſervants, and indeed every lover 
of God and their Country are bound to reprobate ſuch conduct, 


and remonſtrate againſt it, would they hope to be ſpared a- 


midſt the calamities which it may occaſion. | 
Of Micaiah the prophet, the ſame prince, offended at his 
former plain and faithful remonſtrances, reproofs and threaten- 
ings, faith, © I hate him, for he never propheſied good unto 
me, but always evil.” In whom lay the blame? Not ſurely in 


the prophet, who only declared the truth, and reproved the 


' ns of Ahab, denouncing the wrath of God againſt them, 


which came in time to be executed; but in that wicked and i- 


dolatrous prince himſelf, who would not be reformed, but fold 


himſelf to commit wickedneſs. Ahab lolt his life by diſregard» 
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- applauded: his meaſures, and promiſed him that ſucceſs in them 


about the time of the ſun going down. 15 | 


. prophet ſaying to Aſa, © Becauſe thou haſt relied on the king 


| 
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ing the admonitions of this man whom he hated; fo fond are 
many to be flattered and deceived to their ruin, while they 
hate their real friends, and cheriſh their enemies. Hear Mi- 
caiah's reward for his fidelity, “Put this fellow in the priſon, 
and feed him with bread of affliction, and with water of 2f- 
fiction till I return in peace.” This was his reward for his 
honeſty, while the falſe prophets that flattered the king's vanity, 
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for which they prayed, were fed to the full at JezebePs table; 
for they were the queen's chaplains. Micaiah, with that fortitude 
which truth and integrity inſpire, replies, „If thou certainly 
return in peace, then hath not the Lorſt ſpoken by me. And 
he ſaid, Harken all ye people.” Soon did Ahab meet his fate 
by a bow drawn at a venture, whoſe arrow God directed to 
ſmite him between the joints of the harneſs, ſo that he died 
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Of Jehoram, Ahab's ſon, who vowed to put Eliſha to death 
as the cauſe of thoſe calamities of which he himſelf was the 
occaſion, that prophet ſays, See ye how this fon of a murder- 
er hath ſent to take away mine head?” And we find another 


of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy God, therefore is the 
hoſt of the king of Syria eſcaped out of thine. hand. Herein 
thou haſt done fooli{hly.” To David, after painting, in an 
apt ſimilitude, the cruelty and oppreſſion of his conduct in the 
matter of Uriah, Nathan brings home the charge, Thou art 
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dience, and make theſe remarks, to juſtify any freedom of a- 
nimadverſion taken in theſe Diſcourſes 
What Jehovah ſays to one generation or individual, he ſays 
to all. To the workers of iniquity, he faith, Except ye re- 
pent, ye ſhall all periſh.” To us, and our fellow men in theſe 

lands, he is ſpeaking in his word, as he did to the Jews of old, 

and threatening, * Ah, I will eaſe me of mine adverſaries, 
and avenge me of mine enemies;“ but how few are attentive to 
his voice! He is alſo addreſſing us, in the events of his provi- 
dence, in accents audible and expreflive as peals of thunder; 
but becauſe many regard not his works, nor the operation of 
his hand, there is reaſon to fear, he will, according to his 
threatening, deſtroy them, and not build them up. How few 
are waiting for the Lord in the way of his judgments, and with 
their ſoul deſiring him in the night of adverſity, and with their 
ſpirit within them ſeeking him early! “O that my people had 

hearkened unto me, and Iſrael had walked in my ways! 1 

| thould ſoon have ſubdued their enemies, and turned my hand 

againſt their adverſaries f.. We have here pointed out the con- 


4 The Author begs leave to relate a little circumſtance, which happened 
fome months ago, as a ſpecimen of what hath been too often practiſed of late. 
In reciting the above paſſage, in order to be ſung at the cloſe of Divine ſervice, 
the following thought occurred, which was delivered to the audience. We 
have tried various expedients to ſubdue our enemies, which have hitherto failed; 
but | could point out one more effectual than any that have been yet tried: 
That is, to hearken to God in his word and providence, and walk in his ways, 
 -agreeable to this paſſage. Should this be negleQed, in vain ſhall we ſubſidize 

3 powers of the earth to aid us, or truſt to our fleets and armies; as it would be 
juſt with God to ſcatter and diſperſe the one, and ſhould he blow with his winds, 
could eaſily make the other fink as lead in the mighty waters. It was alſo la- 
mented that we are ſo apt to glory in the arm of fleſh, and to make our own re- 
Feources the prop of our confidence, which appears even in ſome of our favourite 

ongs z | I 
# Rule, Britannia! rule the waves.” | | 
In prayer, it was requeſted that we might be kept from relying on human aid, 
taught our dependance on God, and to aſcribe to him the glory of what he hath 
wrought for us. It was alſo confeſſed, that He might juſtly ſcatter and diſperſe 
our armies, and alſo fink our fleets, in which we are ſo ready to confide, as the 
wooden walls of our iſle, on account of the inſults offered to his name in them, 
and by the uation. Is there not room fer ſuch prayers? = 

How was the Author ſurpriſed, to be aſſured ſoon afterwards, that a Gen- 
tleman then preſent. afſexted in different companies, that he heard him pray 
That God would ſcatter and diſperſe our armies, and fink our fleets amidſt the 
devouring billows, a prayer at which his ſoul would ſhudder: for there is a very 
material difference betwixt what God may juſtly do, on account of our ſins, and 
we ought to confeſs, and praying that he would actually do it. Finding the 
matter was circulated, and probably believed by ſome, when one in the line of 
a Gentleman aſſerted it as what he had heard with his own ears, the Author 
intended to take notice of it from the pulpit, repeating the expreſſions, and ap- 
pealing to the audience reſpecting their ĩdentity; but, upon ſecond thoughts, ſaw this 
would be paying too high a compliment to ſuch as can reſort to places of public 
worſhip, to wreſt and miſrepreſent what they hear, to anſwer their own pur- 


poſes. This circumſtance would find no place here, did not inſtances of ſuck. 
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duct that will ſecure ſucceſs in a juſt and neceſſary warz and | 


thoſe are a wiſe and happy people that obſerve it. | 
It is unneceſſary to recapitulate the fins which, there is reaſon 


to fear, are the procuring cauſe of Divine judgments in the 


preſent day, or to advert to theſe afreſh, both having been alrea- 


dy under review. Every obſerver of the ſigns of the times will 
have his mind frequently directed to both. May not God juf- 


tify his preſent awful procedure towards us, yea, ſtill more 
terrible diſplays of his Juſtice, by aſſigning the reaſon he gave 


Ezekiel for his deſolating judgments on Jeruſalem and Judea? 


«The iniquity of the houſe of Iſrael and Judah (of Britain and 
Ireland) is exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and 
the city full of perverſeneſs: for they ſay, The Lord hath for- 
ſaken the earth, and the Lord ſeeth not.” If we admit the 
truth of the charge ſo applied, and who can, who dare call 
the truth of it in queſtion ? may he not add, as in the caſe of 


that rebellious and unhappy people, „And as for me alſo, ' 


mine eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will I have pity; but I will 
recompence their way upon their head?” In that, and many 
other paſſages of ſcripture, we may read our own nation- 
al character, and mark the nature of our impending doom. 
Of theſe, I ſhall ſelect only three, which you may conſult 
at your leiſure, not doubting but thoſe of you that are ac- 
quainted with your Bible, can eafily recollet many others, 
Theſe are the Firſt of Iſaiah's, the Fifth of Jeremiah's, and the 
Seventh of Zechariah's prophecies. In the laſt, theſe words 
are remarkable, But they refuſed to hearken, and pulled away 
the ſhoulder, and ſtopped their ears, that they ſhould not hear. 
Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant-ftone, leſt they 
ſhould hear the law, and the words which the Lord of hofts 
hath ſent in his ſpirit, by the former prophets: therefore came 
a great wrath from the Lord of hoſts. Therefore it is come to 
paſs, that as he cried, and they would not hear; ſo they cried, 
and I would not hear, faith the Lord of hoſts.” Abounding 
ſins, and averſion to the reproofs of God's word, in the mouth 
of his ſervants, are a certain, a never-failing prelude to ſignal 
judgments; and both theſe meet in our caſe, * 
But ſome will perhaps . What concern have we in many 
e land, particularly thoſe which 
are involved in the meaſures of Rulers? for we are not guilty 
of them ourſelves, nor do we approve of them in others. It 


baſe conduct abound, and ſome materially ſuffer by them. Let the events of 
the day declare, if God hath not ſcattered our armies, both by ſea and land, and 
. diſperſed ſome of our fleets on the face of the boiſterous ocean, cauſing ſeveral in 
them, alas! to fink or founder amidſt the waves. Let thoſe who upbraid for 
ſuppoſing this juſt or poſſible, challenge the equity of ſuch awful procedure, and 
arraign the Almighty at their bar. He will be juſtified when he ſpeaketh, and 
clear when he judgeth. © Strong is the Lord God that judgeth.“ 
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| may be ſo; yet have we a concern in them. A well known, 
| and eſteemed author, ſpeaking on this point, obſerves that we 
| are © warranted to conſider the acts of the legiſlature, while no 
alteration is deſired by thoſe on whom they are binding, as the 
acts of the whole nation. Even the edits (adds he) of an 
arbitary prince, whoſe will ſupplies the place of law, might in- 
volve a nation in guilt, if he enjoined what was contrary to the 
commands of God, and they thro' fear obeyed him. Much 
mere then may laws, made by the repreſentatives of a 
. | free people, be conſidered as acts of the community, if they 
3 excite no conſtitutional endeavour for relief” None more 
| free of the {ins of his countrymen, high and low, than the 
rophet Daniel, and yet you ſee, in the Ninth chapter of his 

ok, how he confeffes, and laments them, withal deprecating 

1 the miſery they had brought upon his nation; in all which he 
| | hath ſer us, eſpecially perſons in public offices, an example, 
which we are bound to imitate. Let me then call upon thoſe 
who fear God among us, to mourn and figh for the abomina- 
tions that are done in the land. Even the ſons and daughters 
of the Almighty have their provocations too, for which tlie 
| | Lord may viſit. Deprecate theſe ſpiritual judgments that are 
| already inflicted on our nation, and alfo the awful fcourge of 
| | war, famine and peſtilence, with which we are either viſited 
| | or threatened. May not the Lord addreſs us, And behold, 
| ye are riſen up in your fathers ſtead, an increaſe of ſinful men, 

to augment yet the fierce anger of the Lord toward You?” 

How gloomy our proſpects, ſhould he be provcked, for our 

chaſtiſement, to blaſt our hopes from the fruits of the earth, 

by denying us the appointed weeks of harycit}? How muſt 

this evil be aggravated by the continuance of a war, which bears 

an hoſtile” aſpect on the ſtate of Europe, and on our deareſt in- 

tereſts! Yet the Lord can command a revival in our bondage, 

and turn our captivity as ſtreams in the ſouth. We would 

humbly hope the fatal period is not yet arrived, when he ſhall 

fay of us, as he did of ancient Iſrael, Pho? Moſes and Sam- 

uel ſtood before me, yet my mind could not be toward this 

people; caſt them out of my fight, and let them go forth. 

— Tho? Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, (viz. the land,) as 

I live, ſaith the Lord God, they ſhall deliver neither ſons nor 

daughters: they ſhall but deliver their own ſouls by their righte- 

ouſneſs.” Let Chriſtians, while there is hope, and “ let the 


F How painful to reflect, that while thouſands of ſturdy beggars (Emigrant 
prieſts, Ex-princes and nbl-s). live on the community, who, according to 
the apoſtle, ſhould learn to work, if they would eat; myriads af the widows and 
orphans of thoſe who have been 4;/led of, to uſe. a modern, polite phraſe, in the 
courſe of this bloody a diſz*rous ar, are caſt as a burden en the Public t 
kirge, and left to ſtarve, or beg their bread from door to door! 
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miniſters of the Lord, weep between the-poreh and the altar, 
and let them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine 
heritage to reproach, that the heathen ſhould rule over them. 
Ye that make mention of the Lord {that are the Lord's remem- 
brancers) keep not filence; and give him no reſt, till he eſtab- 
liſh, and till he make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth.” Ye who 
are thus exerciſed, who feel for his glory, and the happineſs 
of fellow men, cannot tell how far the Lord may grant your 
requeſt, reſpeQing your Country; at leaſt, you may hope that 


he will hide you in his pavilion in evil days, ſpare you as a man 
ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth him, and own you as his in 
the day when he makes up his jewels. Let thoſe ſhare your 


pity and your prayers, who dream and boaſt of happineſs, 
while they are heirs of miſery and ſtrangers to true peace of 
mind; who dream of liberty, while the bond ſlaves of corrup- 
tion, led captive by Satan at pleaſure. They are ſelf-deceivers, 
and hypocrites of a very dangerous kind“. 

But as for you, who have no care or deſire to wait for the 
Lord in the way of his judgments, you muſt know that theſe, 
however heavy and diverſified, are as nothing to what you are 
treaſuring up for yourſelves againſt the day of wrath, when 
God's final judgment ſhall be revealed. No where can you 
find ſhelter from the miſeries of life, and the wrath to come, 


in a preceding part of this Diſcourſe, hypocriſy in religion was adverts 
ted to as a great and provoking ſin. But let not the tribe of infidels and li- 
bertines of the day bleſs themſelves, as if they were not tainred with this vicez 
for they are often chargeable with the moſt deteſtable hypocriſy. The hypo- 
erite who aſſumes the garb of godlineſs, bears teſtimony to the truth and excel - 
lency of true religion, by wiſhing to appear pious, and devout to his fellow men'; 
for every counterfeit ſuppoſeth a realiy, and was there no currency, there could 
be no forgery. The man who rendunces the form of godlineſs, counteracts the 
influence of true religion in the world, and often diſfembles, by pretending to 
be free, while he is a ſlave to his own paſſions, to be happy, while he is often mi- 
ſerable, and above the fears of death, judgment and eternity, while the thoughts 
of theſe not ſeldom haunt him, and fill his mind with uneaſineſs and remorſe. 
The votaries cf falſe pleaſure frequently work out their own damnation wich 
fear and trembling, which led one of them, while congratulated by his compani- 
ons on the ſtrength of his conſtitution, to protract the debauch for days and 
nights ſucceſſively, and to enjoy to che full all that proſperous vice can boaſt, to 
utter with a ſigh, upon ſeeing a dog enter the room, “ Oh, that I were that 
dog+!” So true is the aphoriſm, Sin, tho? ſweet in the commiſſion, in the iſſue 
dbiteth like an adder, and ſtingeth like a ſerpent. Is it not then the baſeſt and 

moſt fatal kind of hypocriſy, to boaſt of the enjoyment of pleaſure aud happi- 
neſs, with a view to draw the unwary into the lure, and ſupport the worſt of 
cauſes, while amidſt ſuch laughter and mirth the heart is ſad, and gives the lie 
to aſſumed appearances? Let not ſuch preſume to ſay, with an air of triumph, 


that they are no hypocrires; for, alas! ſuch hypocrites abound, and every infi- 
del and man of plcaſure adds to the number. * 


+ This Dr Doddridge relates in his life of Colonel Gardiner, as what he had 
from the Colonel's own mouth. | 
2 


ww? _ SINS WHICH HAVE PROCURED 


even the execution of *the eternal judgment”, but under the co- 
vert of the Redeemer's blood and righteouſneſs; and while 
he waits to be gracious, and declares, that whoſoever cometh 
to him, he. will in no wiſe caſt out, avail yourſelves of the 
precious privilege, that your iniquity and unbelief prove not 
your ruin. Such conduct as you are chargeable with hath a 
deep hand in bringing down national judgments, and there is 


none leſs prepared to meet them. Liſten to the dictates of his 


word, and the admonitions of his providence, which ſpeaks a- 
loud in the preſent 10 0 that you may be wiſe to ſalvation, 
tchro' faith in Chriſt Jefus. They that know his name will put 
their truſt in him, and ſhall not be aſhamed of their truſt. 

I am perſuaded there are many now be fore me, who have ſeen 
the neceſſity of the Reform of exiſting abuſes in. theſe lands, 
who are alſo convinced that the ſooner this good work. is hap- 
pily effected the better, and therefore, are not aſhamed, nor a- 
fraid, in this day of degeneracy and corruption, to appear in 
their place the friends and ae fo good a cauſc. I a- 


vow. myſelf alſo one of thoſe that felt, and ſtill feel a conviction, 
upon mature thought, of the neceſſity of ſuch a meaſure in pre- 
ſent circumſtances, to prevent all riſk of a convulſion in our 
nation, the immediate effects of which might be terrible. E- 
very ſucceeding day furniſhes freſh proof of this; and as every 


| ſpecies of public venality and corruption. is offenſive to God, 


and hurtful to the intereſts of morality, and national proſperity,. 


it is truly ſurpriſing that any who bear the Chriſtian name ſhould 
plead for mercy to ſuch a ſyſtem, plead that this is not the time 


to take any ſtept to aboliſh it, tho! it juſt now threatens to 


ſwallow up our deareſt intereſts on earth in its all-devouring 
gulf. The word of God reprobates, and threatens with fiery. 
- indignation the very things complained of; and to ſuppoſe that 
a Chriſtian, or a miniſter of the. goſpel acts out of character 
in eſpouſing and pleading a cauſe fo eſſential to the glory of the 
ſupreme Ruler, and rhe happineſs of his intelligent offspring, 


would be abſurd in the extreme. For my own part, I have not 


ſo learned Chriſt, nor admire their wiſdom who think ſo. 
Before I cloſe the ſubj ct, permit me to tender you a few 


friendly hints, which I hope will be acceptable. Tho? the 


terms Reform and Reformer ſhould be unhappily branded, as 
if they implied every thing, impious, vicious and blame-worthy; 


yet, while vice and miſery find place on earth, as there will be 
room for reformation, ſo it will be honourable to efpouſe and 


plead that cauſe, tho? at the expence of reproach, miſrepreſen- 
tation, and ill treatment. Let your whole conduct correſpond 


your profeſſed object, and manifeſt that the happineſs of 


our Country, and your fellow men is dear to you as your own. 


Tho' Britain, like other kingdoms, hath had her youth, her 
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manhood and decline, and now gray hairs appear here and 
there upon her; yet let time declare that you never wiſhed to 
wound her peace, much leſs to bring down her hoary looks, 
with ſorrow and blood, to the grave. If God hath ſaid that 
Britain muſt fall for her fins, yet let it be by other hands than 
thoſe of reformers, who profeſs to have it as their with and 
object to raiſe her drooping head above the deep waters into 
which ſhe is plunged. If the veſſel of the ſtate ſhould be un- 
happily wrecked in the ſtorm, and the government and conſti- 
tution periſh amidſt the general wreck, the probability of which 
is inculcated by recent events, and the native tendency of cer- 
tain meaſures; let thoſe who have rowed her into deep waters 
bear the guilt and the blame; but let us ſtudy to avoid the juſt 
imputation of either. While convinced of the indiſpenſable 
neceſſity of the ſucceſs of the cauſe, in which you have em- 
' barked, to the welfare, and even to the political exiſtence of the 
Nation, forget not that it is the be” of reaſon and truth, 
and alſo of that God who purges away the droſs, and takes away 
the tin of a degenerate people, by the operation of his judg- 
ments and grace; and thus makes all things new. In cleaving 
to it, let your conduct be peaceable, but ſteady, and perſcve- 
rance will crown it with ſucceſs; and ſuſpect every one that 
would ſeduce you into intemperance and violence as an enemy 
to that cauſe, and laying ſnares for its defeat and your ruin. 
Permit me to give another friendly caution, which, I hope, 
you will accept as from a brother, who cordially withes your 
happineſs and that of the human race. It is often ſurmiſed, 
with what truth I cannot determine, that the leading characters 
who have eſpouſed the cauſe of reform in theſe lands, are what 
are commonly called infidels, who, in ſpliciting that, only aim 
at freedom from the reſtraints of religion and conſcience, and 
liberty to treat Chriſtianity as a cunningly deviſed fable, and its 
laws and inflitutions as a piece of pricſt-craft, calculated only 
to keep vulgar minds in awe. Heaven forbid there ſhould be 
any truth in ſuch ſurmiſes! The perſuaſion of their truth how- 
ever, would operate powerfully on the minds of pious people, 
to deter them from co-operating with ſuch, however much they 
might with for reform. Perhaps, this may be one great object 
of circulating ſuch an opinion; but allowing it to be true in 
the fulleſt extent, they would have too many brethren in this ini- 
quity in theſe lands, who act more in character in oppoſing refor- 
mation. It is much to be lamented, that dangerous writings 
abound in the world, by which many are perverted from the 
faith of the Goſpel, who greedily imbibe their poiſon, while 
they negleCt the antidote. May the Lord himſelf convince 
them! I cannot here however enter at all into the argument, 


nor, would I hope, is it * 
x 2 


194 Sins WHICH HAVE PROCURED 

It muſt be confeſſed, that too many groſs abuſes and corrup.. 
tions have been grafted upon genuine Chriſtianity, and commit- 
ted under its venerable ſhade, ſo as to obſcure its glory, and fur. 
niſh too many plauſible objections to its enemies. Yet is it but 
candid to own, that Chriſtianity itſelf is quite diſtin from 
theſe; for it is no argument againſt civil government, that tyran- 
ny and oppreſſion have been often blended with it, and uſurped 
its name and ſanction, The religion of Jeſus not only teaches 
the pureſt morality, but alſo preſents the moſt powerful mo- 
tives to the practice of it. It brings life and immortality to 
light, and points out the way to their enjoyment. What have 
the rulers of France gained by renouncing Chriſtianity, along 
with its counterfeit ſyſtem in the church of Rome? Tho 
Heaven hath made them a ſcourge to others, yet have they been 


left alſo to cut off one another; nor is this bloody work likely to 


end, till they come to ſee the error of their way. They have 
many things, however, to urge in alleviation of their guilt in 
this reſpect, to which we in theſe lands cannot once pretend, 
Tho' God may employ thoſe, who reject his word, as the in- 


ſtruments of his providence, yet will he not fail to avenge the 


inſults they offer him, by treating the treaſures of his wiſdom 
and knowlege, as a ſyſtem of contradiction and folly. He 


may over-rule and employ Satan to caſt out Satan—infidelity, 


in regard of revealed religion, to deſtroy the ſyſtem of ſuper- 
ſtition and tyranny that hath ſo long prevailed in the world, as 
fire is ſometimes applied to extract fire; but (till will it remain 
a truth, if there is any credit due to ſcripture, That he who be- 
heveth not on the Son of God, or rejecteth the doctrine of his 
word, is condemned already, and the wrath of God abideth 


on him. © Wiſdom is juſtified of her children.“ 


Muſt not a Chriſtian, upon his avowed principles, be ſtruck 
and grieved at the inconſiſtency of thoſe, who profeſs to hate 
corruption and tyranny on earth, at the ſame time they volun- 
tarily ſubmit to, and abet the cauſe of one, whom he is taught 
to confider as the greateſt tyrant in the univerſe, and the grand 
maſter of all earthly tyrants? A real Chriſtian will, however, 
cordially 'feel for the 1 even of ſuch; and wiſh their 
views may be timely changed, wherein he thinks them miſtaken, 
A thort time will determine who is in the right; and ſhould 
Chriſtianity hold true, the contrary of which neither hath, nor 
can be proyed, to the unbelievers of the Goſpel the conſequence 
mult be ſerious beyond conception. To get wholly above the 
fear of this, is not in human nature, of the truth of which we 
may appeal to themſelyes. But, whatever it may be with ſome 


| Individuals, I hope better things of thoſe who have appeared 


in the cauſe of reform, tho' I thus ſpeak. _. 
Put, whatever be our ſcutiments reſpecting religion, or pubs 
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lic watters, let brotherly love ſtill continue. Let us all unite 
in cordial concern for the peace, the union, and proſperity of our 
common Country, and baniſh from among us every thing of an 
oppoſite tendency. As we profeſs the ſame faith, by appearing 
before God as his people, let our converſation be ſuch as be- 
cometh the goſpel, which teaches us to forgive, and to love e- 
yen our enemies, and to do good to thoſe that hate us, much 
more to brethren and fellow Chriſtians. Let mutual jealouſies, 
reſentment, and animoſities ceaſe, left, by indulging theſe, we. 
ſhould haſten and enhance the ruin of our native Country; for 
« A kingdom divided againſt itſelf is brought into deſolati- 
on.” Such is unhappily che ſtate of our nation at preſent, as 
muſt appear to every attentive obſerver, which is one {ad token 
of the Lord's diſpleaſure againſt us. If he heal not our diviſi- 
ons, and remove ſpeedily the ſtroke of his hand, who can de- 
fine the conſequences? Let us be faithful, in our place and 
ſtation, to our common Maſter in heaven, -and to one another 
as Brethren, and members of the ſame Community. Let us 
alſo ſtudy the things that make for peace and mutual edificati- 
on, making the word of God our rule, and his glory and the 
happineſs of our Country and fellow creatures our great end. 
His judgments are abroad in the earth, we in part ſuffer by 
them, and the Lord's hand is {till lifted up; ſo that we muſt 
either humble ourſelves under it, or be cruſhed by it to deſtruc- 
tion, Learn righteouſneſs from the events of the day, and a- 
dore the Moſt High in them. © Therefore now amend your 
ways, and your doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your 
God, and the Lord will repent him of the evil that he hath 
pronounced againſt you.” = | 

While falſe alarms are given, and produce their effects, 


there is an Alarm that ought to be ſounded and heard from 


the palace to the cottage; © Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, 
and ſound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabit- 
ants of the land tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for 
it is nigh at hand.” This will he realize where guilt abounds; 
and, in reſpect of us, the awful alarm is too well founded. 
Blefſed are they who can ſay, Yea, in the way of thy judg- 
ments, O Lord, have we waited for thee.” 'To add no more, 
let the friendly counſel, and ſolemn warning of a tried Patriot, 
and eminent Judge be acceptable to my Countrymen; © Only 
fear the Lord, and ſerve him in truth with all your heart: for 
conſider how great things he hathidone for you. But if ye ſhall 
{till do wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye and your king? 
for ſtrong is the Lord God who judgeth Us.” 
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A PP EN DO IX. 
REASONS FOR A FAST. 


| = 3 Cupar-Angus, Dec. 23. 1795. 
te T. E Preſbytery met, &c. Having taken into 
Pins their ſerious conſideration the alarming aſpect of 
Divine p1 ovidence towards theſe lands, they are convinced that 
the Lord is thereby Joudly calling to the exerciſe of humilia- 
tion and repentance. The Preſpytery therefore, appoint the 4th 
Thurſday of January next, tobe obſerved, in all the Congregations 
under their inſpection, as a day of faſting and humilation, or 
ſuch other day about that time as may be moſt convenient; and 
they alſo appoint a Committee of their number to draw up rea- 
ſons for the obſervance of the ſame, to be preſented for their ap- 
probation againſt next meœeting.“ | 
When met, according to appointment, on the 5th of Janu- 
ary, the following reaſons were produced, read, and unanimouſ- 
ly approved of; and alſo appoiuted to be read by the different 
members from the pulpit, on the Sabbath preceding ſaid day of 
humiliation, and accompanied with a ſuitable exhortation. 
For this purpoſe, their Clerk was enjoined to furniſh each mi- 
niſter timely with a copy. i 
The ſlighteſt attention to our conduct as a Community, and 


individuals, may ſufſice to ſhew; that the character given of an- 


cient Iirael, and the charge brought againſt them, apply but too 
juſtly to ourſelves: “ Ah finful nation, a people laden with 
iniquity, children chat are corrupters; that have forſaken the 
Lord, and provoked the Holy One of Iſrael unto anger, and 
gone away backward.” Our tins are ſo great as to exceed con- 
ception, and ſo numerous and diverſified, that they cannot be 


* 


+ The Author did not happen to attend the Preſbytery where ſuch faſt was 
propoſed, and appointed; yet the meaſure met his hearty concurrence, He 
has no official authority for giving thoſe reaſens a place here; but their connexi- 
on with the ſubject of the preceding Diſcourſes, and the hope they may prove of 
ſervice to excite in others a ſenſe of preſent danger and dury; induced to that 

\ Nep. A Brother indeed ſuggeſted the propriety of giving them a place, and 
expreſſed his wiſh to that purpoſe. It was thought proper to prefix the minute of 
Preſbytery, appointing the obſervance of ſuch a day for the purpoſes ſpecified, 
and the ſubſtance alſo of that of ſecond meeting, at leaſt, ſo far as extracted in the 

| Clerk's copy. 0 8 
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reckoned up in order. How few exemplify the duties they owe to 
God, their neighbour and themſelves; while the oppoſite fins 
prevail in various forms. Intemperance of every kind aboundstoan 
alarming degree. Are not many guilty of the moſt wanton a- 
buſe of the bounties of Providence, by ſurfeiting and drunken- 
neſs, while thouſands of their fellow creatures are in want of 
the very neceſſaries of life, and Heaven is contending for the a- 
buſe of ſuch mercies? Drunkenneſs, that debaſing vice, de- 
grades the character of many among all ranks, and is the fatal 
ſource of numerous diſorders in families and ſociety. The odi- 
ous vice of uncleanneſs ſo much abounds, that the very mention 
of ſach deeds of darkneſs, as are daily committed among us, 
would offend a modeſt ear; while its votaries proclaim their ſia 
as Sodom and hide it not. Pride, ſo unbecoming the charac- 
ter of a fallen, dependant creature, and ſo often marked with the 
expreſs deteſtation of the Almighty, pervades the various ranks 
in life, and is productive of the moſt ſerious conſequences. Ori- 
ginating from the real, or fancied endowments of body or mind, 
or from the adventitious circumſtances of birth or fortune, this 
vice ruins individuals, and hath a fatal influence on the affairs 


of mankind. Covetouſneſs, which is ſpiritual idolatry, ambi- 


tion, and revenge; at the ſame time that they offend God, pro- 
duce the worſt effects among men. | 
So far from loving our neighbours as ourſelves, and doing to 
others as we would wiſh they ſhould do to us, were we in their 
caſe, among our prevailing ſins may we not trace lying, diſſi- 
mulation, corruption, venality, violent oppoſition to reforma- 
tion in church and ſtate; whence the very term is become odi- 
ous to many; injuſtice, oppreſſion, and ſhutting the ear againſt 
the cries of the oppreſſed; grinding the faces of the poor, im- 
Poſition in the common intercourſe of life, theft, robbery, 
gaming, the miſpending of much wealth and precious time on 
vain and finful amuſements; hatred, variance, diviſions, ani- 
moſities, and a ſpirit of party, which generate calumny, and re- 
proach, indicate the want of that charity which thinketh no 
evil, and are deſtructive of ſocial happineſs? To theſe things 
may be added, bloodſhed and murder, which is ſuffered in ma- 
ny caſes to paſs with impunity, by which the land is defiled, 
and the Divine vengeance provoked. Indeed, the too general 
neglect of relative duties; the overbearing and oppreſſive car- 


riage of ſuperiorsz the diſreſpectful conduct of inferiors, and 


their contempt of lawful authority; and the want of dus atten- 
tion to reciprocal duties between cquals, are among the things 
which inereaſe the amount of our national guilt, and the grounds 
of ſorrow and humiliation. ö F 

With regard to God, the great author of being, and the 


| Gource of all goodneſs, what ingratitude towards him! what 


* 


— 


1 AppENDIT, 


rebellion and treaſon againſt him exiſt in our iſle Theile ap- 
pear in ſentiment, diſpoſition and practice. Pernicious errors 
abound, ſome denying the depravity of human nature, and the 
neceſſity of ſupernatural grace to its recovery; others denying 
the Lord that bought us, counting the blood of the covenant 


an unholy thing, and offering deſpite to the Holy Spirit; with 
other dangerous errors that cheriſh the pride of human nature, 


depreciate the only Saviour, and are unfriendly to the intereſts 
of real, evangelical holineſs. The moſt daring inſults are of- 
fered to the ſacred Majeſty of the univerſe. His word, pro- 
vidence, perfections, and even being are practically, or in 
ſpeculation denied by many, thro” a blind devotion to the boaſt- 
ed powers of depraved reaſon. His holy name is awfully pro- 
faned in common converſation, and by deliberate perjury, which 


| Jamentably prevails in our nation. By ſuch abounding infideli- 


ty, ſo inſulting to God, the belt intereſts of mankind are alſo 


greatly endangered. 


The inſtitutions of religion are ſhamefully neglected by ma- 
ny, or careleſly attended; while the luſt of the fleſh; the luſt 
of the eye, and the pride of life engage their eager purſuit. 


Heads of families culpably neglect to inſtruCt their children and 
- ſervants in the doctrines and duties of Chriſtianity, and to ex- 
_ emplify theſe before them in their own conduct. That day 


which God hath appropriated to his own ſervice, is alienat- 
ed by many to the purpoſes of idleneſs, worldly buſineſs, mu- 
tual viſits, or ſenſual gratifications. And even too many pro- 
feſſors content themſelves with a partial obſervance of the du- 


ties of religion, and a mere form of godlineſs, like the Jews, 


drawing near to God with the mouth, and honouring him with 
the lips, while their hearts are far from him. With many, the 
duties of ſocial religion in the family, and of perſonal religion 
in the cloſet, are either totally neglected, or ſuperficially per- 
formed; and even among the real followers of Jeſus, alas, 
how ſad the change! Matters are not with them as in times 
paſt; for how are they fallen from their firſt love, and decline 
in doing their firſt works! The want of zeal for the glory ef 
God, of due concern for the purity and ſucceſs of goſpel ordi- 
nances, the decline of brotherly love, and a ſpirit of confor- 
mity to the world, are but too apparent among miniſters and 


Private Chriſtians of all denominations; whence religion 1s 
wounded in the houſe of its profeſſed friends, the hands of e- 


nemies ſtrengthened, and the' grounds of the Lord's controver- 
ſy with theſe lands increaſed. While many errors of a dange- 
rous tendency are induſtriouſly propagated by ſome, are not 


' theſe connived at by thoſe who ought to be the guardians of 


truth, or zeal againſt them diſcouraged, and branded as offici- 
aus? The incammunicable prerogatives of the great King and 
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Head of che Church are daringly invaded by an uſurped ſupre- 


macy, and the exerciſe. of arbitrarv powers, quite inconſiſtent 


with the nature of his kingdom, and the rights and privileges of 
his ſubjects; while the ſolemn ordinance that commemorates his 
death is proſtituted to purpoſes quite foreign to its nature and 
deſign. Shall not the Lord viſit for theſe things? | 
On account of theſe, and other heinous fins that might be 
ſpecified, it is evident that the Lord hath a controyerſy with our 
Nation, and is ſummoning us to prepare ourſelves to meet him. 
His diſpleaſure is announced in the awful diſpenſations of his 
providence, with which, alas} we are now viſited. In his 
righteous judgment, the influences of his holy Spirit, by m_ 
alone the Goſpel can be ſucceſsful, are in a great meaſure ſuſs 


pended; while few are laying it to heart, and imploring the 


removal of this mournful token of his anger. A ſpirit of er- 
ror and indifference about the intereſts of truth is permitted to 
pervade the generality of profeſſors. Blindneſs to the operation 
of God's hand, in the adminiftration of his providence towards 
us, and inattention to its ſolemn. language, ſeems to be one of 
the epidemic diſeaſes of the day; whence few are waiting for 
the Lord in the way of his judgments. By theſe, and other 
ſpiritual judgments already inflicted, the Lord ſeems to threat- 


en ths removal of the candleſtick of the Goſpel from among 


us altogether, and to leave our Land, if ſpeedy repentance 
prevent not, to be once more overſpread with darkneſs and ſu- 
perſtition, infidelity and vice; an awful judgment, to be earneſt! 

deprecated by all that fear God, and have the welfare of theſe 
kingdoms at heart, The Lord hath likewiſe been pleading with 
us for a ſeries of years by ſucceſlive temporal ſtrokes. He hath, 
more than once threatened us with cleanneſs of teeth; and is 
at preſent cauſing ſcarcity of bread to be more or leſs felt all o- 
ver the Country, without the proſpect either of a ſpeedy or ef- 
fectual ſupply. He hath alſo cauſed the Sword to devour a- 
broad, and tho' we are yet ſpared from its immediate deſtruc- 
tion, it hath produced numberleſs evils not to be defined; while 


the deſirenble proſpect of peace is ſtill unhappily removed at a 
diſtance. A malignant, or peſtilential fever hath already cut 


off vaſt numbers of our Countrymen in our diſtant borders, 
and if kind Heaven do not interpoſe, may yet continue, or re- 


ſume its dreadful ravages}. Thus the three great ſcourges ok | 


+ Since this Paper was written, the Public have been informed that ſuch is real | 


ly the caſe. © On Saturday evening Capt. Ware of the Mermaid frigate, ar- 

rived at the Admiralty, with diſpatches from the Weſt Indies. Such is the de- 

ſtruction of mankind by the yellow fever there, that one regiment, which con- 

liſted of 50 officers, and a full compliment of men, was reduced in four months, 

in St. Domingo, to two officers and 130 men il If ſuch the fatal effects of this 

| / t Caledonian Mercury, February 4th ; 
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the Almighty, the Sword, the Peſtilence, nene Fi 
mine, combine to chafliſe us for our fins. In addition to all this, 


the Lord hath divided us in his anger, and thereby threatens 


our deſtruction; A kingdom {ſays he) divided againſt itſelf is 
brought into deſolation.” And, to aggravate our, National guilt, 


inſtead of reforming under the Rod, we are going backwards, 


and revolting more and more. 

For thefe and ſimilar reaſons, the Preſbytery earnefily call 
upon all under their inſpection to the exerciſe of penitential 
forrow and deep humiliation for their own fins, and the fing 
that abound in the land, and of confeſſion to him who alone 
ean forgive the iniquity of them;—call upon them fervently to 
intieat, if it be the Lord's will, the ſpeedy removal-of theſe 
judgments, which are already inflicted, and that he would gra- 
ciouſly avert the calamities with which we are farther threaten- 


fever in one regiment, what havock may it be fuppofed to have produced among 
our ſoldiers and ſeamen in general, and amory the planters? Indeed, various os 


ther accounts correſpond to the above, and ſhew that the mortality muſt have 


been very great; and we are told that the diſtemper hath revived of late wich 
increaſed malignity. In what light are we to view the diſaſters that have attend- 
ed our Weſt India convoy? Of about 220 tranſports, laden with troops and ſtores 
only 50, or according to ſome accounts, 45 have returned to port with the Admis 
ral, having been ſorced back, thro' ſtreſs of weather, after contending with the 
elements for ſe ven weeks. Of theſe a number have foundered, and been wrecks 
ed, with the loſs of all on board, of which every day brings freſh melancholy 
accounts. On the defeat of this enterprize the fate of our Weſt India iſlands 
may turn; and the dilaſtrous events that have already attended it ſpeak not the 
favour of Heaven towards our nation, or our iflands, much leſs the approbation 
of the Almighty of that ſyſtem of grievous ſervitude, which we have ſo long 
maintained, and til mean to maintain there. | 

In the events alluded to above, and others of a ſimilar nature, God is addreſſ. 
ing all ranks and deſcriptions of men, from the higheſt to the loweſt, in langu- 
age ſcarce to be miſundei ſtood; and it is the duty of his ſervants to re-echo that 
language, and inculcate its folemn admonitions. They carry a meſſage as ex- 
tenſive and expre ſſive as that entruſted of old to the patriotic prophet Jeremiah, 
end enforced by a ſanction no leſs ferious and worthy of attention. And 
touching the houſe cf the king of Judah, ſay, Hear ye the word of the Lord: 
O houſe of David, thus ſaith the Lord, Execute judgment in the morning, and 
deliver him that is ſpoiled out of the hand of the op-preflor, leſt my fury gs 
out like fire, and burn that none can quench it, becauſe of the evil of your 
doings Thus faith the Lord, Go down to the houſe of the king of Judah, 
and ſpeak there this word, and ſay, Hear the word of the Lord, O King cf 
Judah, that fitteſt upon the throne of David, thou, and thy ſervants, and thy 
people that enter in by theſe gates: Thus faith the Lord, Execute ye judg- 
ment and righteouſneſs, and deliver the ſpoiled out of the hand cf the op- 
preſſor; and do no wrong, do no vielence to the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, 
nor the widow, neither ſhed innocent blood in this place.” Upon condition 
of their obſerving theſe things, he promiſes them honour, proſperity and 
protection; but threatens the reverſe in caſe of their diſchedience; yea, ſwears 
ty hiniſelf, that if they would not hear theſe words, he would execute his wrath 
upon them, and prepare deſtroyers againſt them, every one with his weapons; 
and all, becauſe they had forfaken the covenant of the Lord their God. In his 
word and providen ce, he now addreſſes Britain in a ſimilar manner, our King, 
our Princes, our Rulers, and the inhabitants of the whole land; and woe ſhall be 


to thera if they hear him not. | 
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ed;—Alſo to pray ſor the King, and all in lawful authority, that 
God would over-rule and direct their counſels and meaſures for 
the glory of bis name, and the good of. mankind; and diſpoſe 


them, with diſintereſted integrity, ſpeedily to correct and re- 


form, ſo far as their authority and influence can go, whatever 
may be offenſive in his fight, and injurious to men; likewiſe, 
to intreat that he would turn wars into peace to the ends of the 


earth, and that we and cur fellow men may be diſpoſed and 
permitted to live quitt and peaceable lives in all godlineis and 


honeſty ; withal praying for the enlargement of the Redeemer's 
kingdom, and the effufion of his Spirit, to accompany the e- 
vents of his providence, and the adminiſtration of the Goſpel, 


that all ranks in theſe lands may be converted from the evil and 
error of their ways, and that the Lord may yet rejoice over our 


native Country, and the convulſed nations for good, and his 

reſt among them be glorious. DE 
Extracted by „ 

Ja. GRiIuMoNb, Preſb. Clk. 
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EFFECTS of ihe Union of CHURCH and STATE. 


GOM farther thoughts on the effects of legal eſtabliſhments 


in religion, if they could be overtaken, were promiſed page 
172. Ihe motives that actuated Henry VIII. in reforming his 
dominions from Popery, or rather, detaching them from the ſee 
of Rome, are well known; but what he took from the Pope 
with one hand, he graſped for himſelf and ſucceſſors with the 


other; adding the ſpoils of the pontifical mitre to the gems of 


his own diad=:m. The famous queen Elizabeth acted upon the 
ſame principle, in all her interference with ecclefiaſtical matters; 
and attempts to carry this ſarther than the Conſtitution allowed, 
colt the Stuarr family a throne, and one of them his head; 
for they could ſtill plead, in vindication of all their en- 


croachments on the church, and invaſions of the rights of con- 


ſcience, the ſupremacy in eccleſiaſtical matters, with which the 
laws of the land inveſted them. Theſe, in reſpęct of the 
Church of England, veſt the ſupreme magiſtrate, whether king 
or queen, with ſupreme power to exerciſe all manner of juriſ- 
diction therein; and her Clergy have no manner of juriſdiction 
but by and under him; ſo that he, and not they, hath full 
power and authority to heas and determine all manner of eecle- 
ſiaſtical cauſes; and to reform and correct not only vice, but 


errors and hereſies, which ſuppoſes his being the ſole, compe- 
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tent judge of theſe, Agreeable to this, Queen Anne's veto, 
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or refuſal of her GanAtion, as we are told, was enough to 
nulify the deciſion of both houſes of convocation, in the cafe 
of Whiſton's writings. They could do nothing deciſively with- 


out her; nay, her ſingle opinion carried it againſt them all, 


The church of Scotland, be:ag Republican in her conſtitution, 
would not tamely ſubmit, to ſuch an encroachment; yet, what 
could not be done by dint of authority, may be eaſily effected 
thro' court or miniſterial influence. 

To the ſame cauſe as the former may be traced the ending 
yoke of Patronage, which hath reduced ſo many parochial 
charges into. mere finecures, and filled the nation with ſo man 
hirelings and time-ſervers, in many of whom is fulfilled that 
ſaying; © Therefore have I alſo made you contemptible and 
baſe before all the people, according as ye have not kept my 


ways f.“ But the ſyſtem is very conſiſtent in- this W heh for 


+ Happy for 2 people when the character of the miniſters of religion among 


| them correſponds to what God hin ſelf deſcribes; © The law of truth was in 


his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace 
and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity.”** What a contraſt to this 
have we in the 23d of Jeremiah, from the gth verle? Sofar/as the hir gs ſpo- 
ken there apply to thoſe of the facred order in after ages, they have reaſon to 
dread the doom pronounced againſt them. What the Lord accuſed the Jewith 
prieſts and prophets cf in the 24th verſe, is but too applicable to many in our 
own day: They ſay ſtill unto them that deſpiſe me, The Lord hath ſaid, 
Ye ſhall have peace; and they ſay unto every one that walketh after the imagi- 
ration of his own heart, No evil ſhall come upon you.” Who docs not know 
that it is cuſtomary with many public teachers of religion to addreſs a promiſcu- 
ous audience as if they were all worthy Chriſtians, ina fate of reconciliation 
with God, and in the direct road to eternal life? This mode of preacking is 
indeed polite and faſhionable, and many love to have it fo; but is this the way 
rightly to divide the word of life, and to give every one their portion in ſeaſon? 
This mode is alfo very triendly to the intereſts of Satan's kingdom, as it Julls 
ſinners ſecurely aſleep in his ſervice. Such teachers, be they ever ſo eloquent, 
er famous, are, in God's eſtimation, dumb. dogs that cannot, or will not bark, 
As Patronage admits ſuch to the ſheep-fold in another way than by the door, 
they determine to ſtand by it, and exert every nerve in ſupporting that ſy :.cm 


of oppreſſion and injuſtice in the church. 


The Author recollects to have once witneſſed a violent conteſt on that ſubject 
in the General Aſſembly of the church of Scotland, when the champions on 
that ſide bad che precaution to reſerve their artilicry till towards the cloſe of the 
debate. A great majority in the court ſeemed ſhacked et the idea of petitioning 
the Legiſlature ſor the abolition of patronage, or the leaſt abatement of its ri- 
gour, as if this conſtituted the rock on which their church is built. A Rev, 
Dactor, ſince famous for volunteering himſelf to be the Champion of the Church 


'againft Fanaticiſm, ſtood up in his place, and looking round, with a ſell. import- 


ant, and ſignificant air, exclaimed, © While | have the honor to head a number 
of my younger Brethren in this venerable Court, and the ability to ſhake my 
grey bairs over the Moderator's chair; (where he happened to ſtard) I Mall or- 
poiz every ſuch innovation to the utmoſt of my power.” This hercic ſpeech, 
which ſome admired, reminded the Author at the time of a poſſage of ſcrip:ure 
c qu illy her ic: But God {hall wound the head of his enemies: and the 


bairy ſcalp of ſuch a one as goeth on fil] in his treſpaſſes, Upon that occaſion, 


if got miſtaken, it was determined that patronage was no grievances and 
therefore, that no overture ould in future be brought before that ccurt {or itt 
aþvi:y0a or modification. 
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às the great object of 3 alliance of church and ſtate, with 


the paliticians of the world, ſeems to be, to ſecure influence to 
the latter: ſo rhe men that owe their eccleſiaſtical exiſtence, + 


Should rhe Clergy as a body come to loſe the ſpirit of their office, and tote 


actuated by ſiniſter motives in their judicial proceedings, like a wretched female 


that hath loſt her virtue, there is no making them bluſh at the moſt glaring in- 
conſiſtencies in their conduR; and, of all men in the world, there is leaſt hox 


of their reformation. Hence ſaith our Lord of the ſalt that hath loſt its ſavour, 


It is henceforth good for nothing but to be caſt out, and trodden under ſoot of 


men.“ That he hath the corrupt miniſters of religion chiefly in his eye, is evi- 


dent. from the connexion, and the hiſtory of the church in all ages aſcertains the 
juſtice of the remark. When ſuch is unhappily the caſe, no wonder the church 
ſhould he made the ſanctuary of culprits, ſcreening their offences from legal in- 


velligatien, or juſt and neecfſary animadverſion; or ſubjedting thaſe to her fe- | 
vereſt cenſures, who have firmneſs to qppoſe her encroachments, or are not ſer- 


vile and complying enough to ſubmit their neck to the d-grading yoke that a deſ- 
potic and triumphant majority would impoſe. Too many inſtances of this have 
occurred in modern, as well as in more early times; whence, as among the 


\ Jews, they that bear rule in her, are guilty of wreſting, or perverting judgment. 


* 


| Muſt not every one who adverts to the circumſt ance be ftruck at the impi 

farce, for ſo it deſerves to be called, of the mock moderation of a Call, which 
cuſtom and eccleſiaſtical laws till authoriſe 3 tho? it be univerſally known and 
granted, that the power of election, on ſuch occaſions, exiſts no longer in the 
people? What is the native language of ſuch a ſervice, if it is allowed to have 
any meauing 7 Does it not plainly ſuppoſe application to God by prayer, for 
direction to make a proper choice, and inſtruction to the people reſpecting the 
nature and ends of that privilege or right, of which the form ſuppoſes them 
ſtill poſſeſſed; and the motives that ought to influence in the exerciſe of it? Ser- 
ing then the people have no choice, but are bound down to one object, and that 
object hath a preſentation already in his poſſeſſion, and is determined to abide by 
it, does not the moderation of a call in ſuch caſes offer a groſs inſult to God, and 
to the common ſenſe of mankind ? If the object of it be to impoſe upon men 
by the form, when the power is gone, the end is loſt 5 for few are ſo ſtupidly 
ignorant as not to ſee thro? the groſs deception, which cannot ſave even appear- 
auces, the real object being fo apparent. Such an act of hypocriſy, or at leaſt, 
inconſiſtent, or unmeaning form, is not the way to ſecure the approbation and 
bleſſing of God to ſuch ſettlements, Shall not God viſit for theſe things? ſhall 
not his ſoul be avenged on ſuch as practiſe or countenance ſuch fraudulent and 


impious arts? 


Another fruit connected with that tree of ſervitude, Patronage, merits partie 
cular animadverſion. The laws of the eftabliſhed church, and the uviform 
practice of her ſupreme court, require that every lay elder ſhould produce, before 
he can be enrolled a member, a written atteſtation, ſigned- by the Moderator cf 
the Preſbytery that delegates him, in their name and preſence. If this atteſta- 
tion does not extend to his private conduct as the head of a family, and a mem- 
ber of ſociety, which it doubtleſs ought, it at leaſt bears, that he is exemplary 


for a regular attendahce on the public inſtitutions of religion in his pariſh ckurchs | 


and the very nature of it purports not only that he is a _ choſer, reſident 


elder there, which, by the bye, is often not the caſe, bur alſo, that he is in ſhort 


in all reſpects what the nature of his office ſuppoſes, and the duties attached to 
it require. To atteſt this without any knowledge of the fact, is bad enough; 
but to atteſt it in the face of glaring evidence to the contrary, is a daring viola- 
tion of truth, and alſo a groſs inſult to the God cf truth, in whoſe name ſuch 
courts profeſs to meet and conſtitute, Some of theſe lay elders, who cut a figure 
in the chief court, are well known ſeldom to attend public worſhip, and as for 
domeſtic religion, they are utter ſtrangers to it. Nay, it is well if the lepro- 


y of profanity appear not on their lips, and if their life he not ſtained with the 
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or the emoluments attached to it, to that alliance, are bound, 
from gratitude and intereſt, to give all their ſupport to a ſyſtem, 
to which they are indebted for their preferment and proſpects, 
and alſo their ſecurity for both. It is too natural for man to 
ſupport that which ſupports him, be it good or bad. The vio- 
lent exertions of Patronage rob, or attempt to rob, profeſſing 
Chriſtians of what they ought to account their deareſt rights, 
and reduce them to mere cyphers in a matter which concerns 
their preſent and future happineſs. If ſo, the forcibly depriv- 
ing a man of part of his property is not to be compared to 
it in point of guilt and ſerious conſequences; and while this 
is puniſhed with death, of how much ſorer puniſhment muſt 
they be worthy who rob myriads of ſuch a bleſſing? It does 
not much mend the matter to alledge, That if they are not 
_ pleaſed to ſubmit to the patrou's preſentee as their paſtor, they 
are at liberty to connect themſelves with others, where they 
may have a voice in the call of their own paſtor, unleſs it is grant- 
ed, that they are better any where than in a national church; for 
while the reverſe is believed, the operation and advocates of 
the law of Patronage in effect addreſs them, Go ſerve other 
ods.” = Bol 
Ingaſtead of relaxing of late in the exerciſe of this uſurped 
Tight, it is in ſeveral inſtances exerciſed on a more contracted 
ſcale than formerly. But even upon the moſt liberal plan plead- 
ed for by many, that of Heritors and Elders, the Son of God 
himſelf would have been excluded from a voice, becauſe he was 
neither; and theſe reſpectable characters who ſold their poſſeſ- 
ſions to ſupport their poor brethren, would have, by this gene- 
rous deed, diveſted themſclves cf the right of chuſing their 
oven Paſtor; becauſe hereby they ceaſed to be Heritors. Are 
- Patrons themſelves always members of the church in the ſcrip- 
ture ſenſe? Are they not often ſuch as Chriſtians are bound to 
regard as heathen men and publicans, or from whom they are 


faſhionable vices of the age. Should any of thefe Gentlemen elders be ſent for 
to viſce the ſick, and pray with them, a duty allowed to belong to their office, 


it is a hundred to one if they would not think themſelves highly inſulted. 


Let not the Clergy then complain if they are deſpiſed, nor wonder that their 
conduct ſhould ſtumble ſome at Chriſtianity itſelf : for would not ſuch conduct 


de deemed highly diſhonourable in any private gentleman ? Can they ſuppoſe 


the guilt and diſgrace of ſuch deeds can be diminiſhed, in conſequence of 
being committed in the name and more immediate preſence ef God, while 
the function of his authority is employed to give them currency? Let ſuch 
Rand up, and ſay in the face of Heaven, if there be no need of reform in 


the church, when ſuch enormities find place within her walls? Let not any be 


ſurpriſed to find ſuch men among the avowed enemies of reform in church and 
ſtate, and the avowed advocates for corruption in both. If the baſe conduct of 
the ſons of Eli made the people abhor the offering bf the Lord, and abſent from 
his courts, ſuch would do well to reflect how far their conduct bath a fumilas 
. tendency. | : | 
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are called to withdraw as diſorderly brethren, that deſerve to be 
ſhut out of the communion of the faithful, nay, who have in 
fact ſhut themſelves out? The law does not require, at leait, 
the practice of it, that they ſhould poſſeſs one ſingle Chriſtian 

qualification, in order to entitle to the right of preſenting to a 
vacancy. This they may exerciſe tho' of adifferent religion, or of 
no religion at all. Are there not of them who ſeldom, if e- 
ver appear at church, but when about to wreathe this iron yoke a- 
round the neck of their fellow men? If no Power on earth 

would fix on the ſubjects of a foreign prince to fill up the de- 
partments of his government with proper officers, or creatures of 
his own, or even permit it, can we ſupppoſe God would do 
all this in his kingdom the church? When this is compared in 
ſcripture to a city, we mult not ſuppoſe that the Spirit of 
God hath. a rotten borough in his eye, where a ſelf-eleted 
junto claim and exerciſe the right of electing their ſucceſſors in 
office; for ſuch a corrupt ſyſtem bears no reſemblance to the 
city of God, nor can receive his ſanction. The bulwarks of 
this city are not human laws; nor the weapons of her defence 


the bayonet or the ſword. To what illicit and baſe practices, 


hath patronage often given occaſion? If the temple of old was 
proſtituted to a place of merchandize, and a den of thieves, 
is it not to be feared, that to ſome churches, profeſſedly Chriſ- 


tian, the ſame character ſtill belongeth? In one of them, fo 


much is this the caſe, that a, learned foreigner+ gives that 
character of her Clergy, which is extracted in the following 
note}. | 2 


+ Dr Wendeborn, in his View of England towards the doſe of the Eigh- 
teenth Century. : 8 
t There are among the epiſcopal clergy many worthy, learned, and exemp« 
lary men, but I fear, that there is too great a number of an oppoſite character, 
and who contribute very little to keep up the dignity of the order. A living 
auj;hor, whom I have before quoted, and who was himſelf bred in one of the 
Engliſn univerſities, ſays very pointedly, “ The public have long remarked with 
indignation, that fome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed coxcombs, drunkards, de- 
bauchees, and gameſters, who ſlrine at the watering places, and in all public 
places, but pulpits, arg young men of the ſacerdotal order “.“ 
No diſſenting clergyman, whilſt J have been in England, was ever puniſhed 
with death as a criminal; but more than ene of the eſtabliſhed church E ſuf- 
fered on the gallows. The greedineſs with which ſome of them are in purſuit 
of many livings, or church-preferments; the ſevere manner in which others 
collect and exact their tychs, beſides many ether glaring blemiſhes, are expoſed 
ublicly in ſatirical prints, in writings and on the ſtage, but, as it ſeems, to 
linie purpoſe. The great want of ſubſiſtence and poverty of ſome, contraſted 
with the prodigality and affluence of others, contributes too much to the leſſening 
of the eſteem of the Clergy among the people. Many, if I way ſo expreſs it, are 
burthened with preferment and income, whilſt others, ſometimes deſerving men, 
are almoſt, ſtarving with their families, for want of the neceſſaries of life. 


The trade which is carried on with livings and advowſon+, and the advertiſments 


in the public papers relative to it, are chings which a proteſtant foreigner, when 
| | #* Knox's Eſſays, | 
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The coalition of church and ſtate attempts alſo to deſtroy the 


obvious diſtinction betwixt the former and the world, which 
have ever been, and ſhall always remain diſtinct ſocieties under 
very different heads; for in virtue of that connexion every one 
who is born a fubject of the ſtate may claim a right, on that 
very account, to be treated as a member of the church; and 
ſhould any prefume, in the exerciſe of their function, to call 
this in queſtion, and inſiſt upon ſome other qualification, they 
would lay themſelves open to the laſh of the law. This appears 
3 from the nature or uſe of certain laws, which make 


he King's commiſſion to any civil or military office an ipdiſpu- 
table qualification for the Lord's ſupper; and is it not Well known 


de comes over to England, can at ſirſſ hardly credit. Whoever poſſeſſes, as a 


lay man, the right of diſpoſing of a living, regards it generally either as a part 
of his revenue, or as a proviſion for one of his children. The prices of an ad- 
dow ſon, or a living, are regulated by the value of the flock, and the income 
of the ſhepherd. There are, it is true, proper laws againſt ſimony, but I am 
apprehenſive, that they are frequently and ęaſily evaded.” | Ro | 
Upon theſe ſtrictures the Reviewers remark; On the whole, we really ap- 
prehend there is more ſerious diſpoſition to piety among the lower claſſes of the 
people who think at all, than even among the clergy. If the venerable Lords 
who ſuperintend all the concerns of the meek and holy religion profeſſed in this 
Kingdom, would but awake from the fupineneſs of ＋ 1, to effect a 
thoronugh' reform in the doctrines, ritual-, and more eſpecially in the diſcip- 
line of the church, they might ſoon remove the complaint of the contempt 
Hewn to the order over which they preſide. Such complaints are anſwered by 
complaints from the people, of finding. ſo very few proper objects of reſpect; 
and fo long as this recrimination continues, fo long will the ſore go on feſtering, 
until it reaches ſome criſis, - which is left to the reflexion of thoſe whom it more 
immediately concerns.“ | 7 5 
That ſuch grounds of complaint exiſt elſewhere, tho* on a more contraQed 


and leſs conſpicuous ſcale, there is no reaſon to doubt. If affluence raiſes ſome 


of the clergy above the ſpirit and duties of their ſacred ſunRion; others that 
have not this temptation can yet be very lax and remiſs. Survey the Highlands 
of Scotland, and the general condu of their clergy, and you muſt be convinced 
that the poor people are like ſheep ſcattered abroad, having no ſhepherd. Here 
Roman catholic prieſts find a rich harveſt, of which they have addreſs enuugh 
to avail themſelves. Indeed, the people are every whit as ſafe under their care, 
as under that of many of their own paſtors, who have imbibed a number of the 
moſt dangerous of their religious tenets, without poſſeſſing their apparent ſanc- 
tity, and official diligence and attention. It is almoſt equal charity to deviſe 
means to ſend the Goſpel to ſuch people, as to the diſtant Heathen, 
That the complaiſance of modern clergy, to the faſhionable and polite world 
does not tend to recommend religion to their practice, or to croud their own 
churches, appears from a variety of circumſtances, and, among others, from 
what is alluded to in the following paragraph, which appeared ſome time ago in 
one of our Scotch papers. Patrons and Heritors leaving churches in a moſt 
ruinous ſituation, is a ſad proof not only of their own irreligion, but alſo of 
their culpable inattention to thoſe whom the polite world-calls in contempt The 
Vulgar. Theſe will be owned to need the aids of religion to humanize their 
manners, and influence their conduct, tho' perſons of birth, philoſophy and 
refined manners, ſhould not; and hence the place of their public, regions ay 


| fembly ſhould be made at leaſt decent and commotious,” 


+ Review for March 1791. 
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that many could boaſt of this, who were not of the houſehold 
.of faith? 85 Coo apo 
This leads to remark, that another noxious fruit, produced 
by the unnatural ingraftment of the church upon the ſtate, 1s 
the Teſt-aCt or laws, which are impoſed in the Southern part of 


the iſle. Hereby the folemn ordinance of the ſupper-is impi- 


ouſly proſtituted as a teſt of loyalty, while the partaking of it 
is made a qualification for holding offices in the ſtate, an uſe 


for which its Divine author never intended it. On this ſubject, 


the Editor of a certain Scotch paper juſtly obſerves; © When 
the ſacrament-of the Lord's ſupper was firſt inſtituted, our Sa- 
viour expreſsly directed the purpoſe to which it ſhould be ap- 
plied —Do this (ſays he) in remembrance of me, and in order 
to ſhew forth my death until-I come. The teſt- act ſays, Do 
this that ye may become a Collector of taxes, a Cuſtom-houſe 
officer, or an Alderman of a corporation, and in order to ſhew 
forth your eligibility to theſe offices. What a contraſt! Surely 
this cannot be right; it is not ſach an application of a religious 
ordinance, as a good and conſcientious Chriſtian can ferioully 
countenance. It is a mixture of ſacred things with profane, of 
the lucre of this world with the duties of another. The Dif- 
ſenters are to make a ſtrong puſh to have the teſt law repealed 
this ſeſſionf.“ The puſh hath been repeatedly made, but, to 
the. diſgrace and guilt of the nation, theſe remain yet unre- 
pealed. | | | | | 

g The moſt worthleſs characters claim this privilege, when they 


| fucceed in their application for a place under government; and. 


the eſtabliſhed miniiters of religion are obliged to adminiſter it, 
when ſo applied for, whatever may be their ſcruples. If I re- 
member well, Leland, in his View of the Deiſtical writers, tells 
ns, That the infamous Hobbes, who had written againſt the very 
being of God, having been a ſucceſsful candidatg for ſtate pre- 
ferment, received the ordinance of the ſupper as a teſt of his 
loyalty, from the hands of a profeſſed miniſter of Chriit, who 
could not do otherwiſe, but at the expence of a ſacrifice too 
great for many to make, for the ſake of truth, conſiſtency,” and 
a good conſcience. Such a grofs abuſe of a Divine ordinance 
could never exiſt but in a ſtate church; but will God ſuffer 


ſuch unhallowed freedoms, under the ſanCtion of legal authori- 


ty, to paſs with impunity? If thoſe who partake of this ordi- 


nance unworthily, not diſcerning the Lord's body, eat and drink 


damnation or judgment to themſelves, can theſe who patronize 


or commit ſo daring a crime eſcape his righteous: judgment? 


Even heathens ſhewed greater deference to the unhallowed rites 
of their religion, from which the notoriouſly wicked and pro- 
ſane were excluded, by the proclamation cf a heralds 


+ Edinburgh Advertiſer, nr. 1790. 
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Ho intolerant, to impoſe ſuch a teſt on the members of ano- 

ther eſtabliſhed church, {the church of Scotland) and what a 
fnare to ſeduce them from their former connection and profeſſi- 
on] How unjuſt and oppreſſive alſo, to impoſe opnformity in 

this upon Diſſenters from the Eſtabliſhed church, ay a neceſſa- 

ry condition of ſerving their Country, ſhould they be choſen to 
any civil office, when the other alternative is a heavy penalty, 
which hath been often levied! Such meaſures may exclude ho- 
neſt, conſcĩentious men, who cannot trifle with God, and their 
own confcience, for the ſake of wordly gain, from ſerving their 
Country in offices of power and truſt; but eannot exclude 
rogues, who can ſwallow every teſt that can be framed, provid- 
ed their ſo doing pave the way to wealth and preferment. Is 
not this making gain of godlinefs, the church and altar the prof- 


tituted porch to Mammon's temple? Was religion, that ſacred. 


depoſitum, ever intended to anſwer ſuch mean purpoſes? No 
wonder God ſhould plead a controverſy with ſyſtems: which ad- 
mit of ſuch impieties, and, in his providence, deſtroy Anti- 
chriſt, ſo accoutred, with the breath of his mouth, and the bright- 
neſs of his coming. They that walk uprightly, walk ſurely.” 
But while we are fo tenacious of theſe corruptions, that it is 
deemed little leſs than fedition or treaſon to complain of them, 
or ſolicit their reform, as if the very exiſtence of our Country 
depended upon them; are not the laws of God, and alſo the 
laws of the ſtate, in more important points, trampled under foot? 
To this, and ſimilar things, applies what God ſaid ro the Jews 
by his prophet; “ For the ſtatutes of Omri are kept, and all 
the works of the houfe of Ahab; and ye walk in their counſels, 
that I ſhould make thee a deſolation, and the inhabitants there- 
of an hiſſing: therefore ye ſhall be the reproach of my people.” 

It is not a little ſurpriſing, and indeed ſhews the inconſiſtency 
or partiality of the ſyſtem, that a man may be choſen to a ſeat 
in Parliament, and there legiſlate for the whole Community, 
tho? not a member of the eftabliſhed church, without being ob- 
liged to conform; and yet, that conformity ſhould be made an 
eſſential, indeed, an indiſpenſable qualification for holding the 
meaneſt office under government! If a Diſſenter, notwith- 
ſtanding his religious connexion, may enjoy the greater, why, 
in the name of wonder, diſqualify him for holding the leſs ? 
why make the participation of this incompatible with the rights 
of conſcience, and conſiſtency of conduct? When we are ſo 
liberal to the devotees of Rome, why brand good ſubjects, by 
teſt-laws, merely becauſe not in communion with the legaliz- 
ed, chartered church, as ſtep-ſfons, or illegitimate children in 
the ſlate, who muſt not be truſted, but upon condition of act- 
ing the baſe part of hypocrites or knaves, by renouncing in ef- 
fc Ct their former profeſſion, or acting in dire oppoſition to their 
profeſſed ſcruples, and their reaſons for joining in a ſeparate, 
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religious communion? This is holding out a ſtrong temptati- 
on to diſſemble, and act a double part both with God and man, 
which, it is to be feared, are its frequent fruits; or to diſaffecti- 
on to the exiſting powers and adminiſtration. The Court of 
France acted upon more liberal principles, when they preferred 
the Duke of Sully, and the famous Neckar to the important of- 
fice of Financier, tho' they were both Proteſtants, 

To the ſame conſecrated alliance, and its ſource, or bulwark, 
the hallowed Supremacy, may be traced the ſuppoſed right in 
rulers to grant Toleration in religion, with certain, diſcretiona- 
ry reſtrictions, to thoſe who quit the communion of the church- 
es which are eſtabliſhed by, and incorporated with the ſtate. 
This grant hath been extolled as a piece of great indulgence on 
their part, and as ſounding a claim of gratitude on the part of 
thoſe who enjoy it. Eegal toleration ſuppoſes a right to prohi- 
bit the thing tolerated, elſe it is abſurd; for with what proprie- 


ty can a man be ſaid to give what he hath no right to with-hold? 


To pretend to tolerate, by an act of the legiſlature, what God 
hath revealed and commanded in his word, appears a preſump- 
tous attempt to preſcribe to, and rule over him; as if ſuch in- 
terference were neceſſary to give ſanction and currency to his 
inſtitutions in rhe different ſtates on earth. It ſeems to reſemble, 

comparing great things with ſmall, the preſenting a man with 
the freedom of a city or corporation, in conſequence of which 
he is legally admitted a member. Indeed, all eſtabliſhed church- 
es, owe their birth and ſuperiority to the monopolizing princi- 
ple, which pervades the whole body politic; for, according to 
it, God himſelf, excuſe the expreſſion, muſt be made free in the 
ſtate, or, what amounts to the ſame thing, his religion, before 
it can have any legal exiſtence, or eſtabliſhment there. 

If it is a bad religion that is tolerated, and this idea is includ- 
ed in its differing from the national, or eſtabliſhed ſyſtem, at 
leaſt, in the opinion of thoſe who ſanction that ſyſtem, if they 
act conſiſtently, what right have they to tolerate it? Would it 
not be abſurd to talk of a right to tolerate the breach of any 
part, or of the whole of the Divine law, and yet the ſame 
authority is interpoſed in both caſes. And to pretend to eſta- 
bliſh, by human laws what God hath expreſly enjoined, is in- 
deed to inſult him, as if his own laws were not ſufficient for 
that purpoſe; while the law, of every petty ſtate, and the au- 


thority of their rulers are deemed every way adequate to the ef- - 


tabliſhment of their reſpective governments. What prince on 

earth hath recourſe to a foreign power to give ſanction to any 

law or inſtitution, he is pleaſed to ena, in order to ſecure its 

obſervance among his ſubjects? Is Jehovah the only king in 

the univerſe that muſt be obliged to his dependant creatures in 

{uch caſes, while they have _ to boaſt, that they have eſtas» 
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bliſhed and protected his religion, his church or kingdom, with- 


in their dominions? Beſides, to tolerate what we ſuppoſe ke 

hath not ſanctioned, or what we do not ſee to be right, ſavours 

evidently of the Pope's diſpenſing or indulging power. | 
What conſtitutes an individual, in the judgment of charity, 


a Chriſtian, conſtitutes alſo a Chriſtian church, with reſpect to 
a number of individuals, joining together for the purpoſes of re- 


ligious worſhip, and of enjoying Chriſtian privileges, namely, 


a profeſſed belief of the doctrines of Chriſtianity, and the due 


obſervance of its precepts and inſtitutions; and it is this alone 
which gives the Chriſtian religion a proper eſtabliſhment in ſo- 
ciety, and not the ſanction of human laws, or the fences of na- 
tional power. The only toleration, or eſtabliſhment of religion, 


that belongs to the Powers of dhe earth, ſeems to be, To pro- 


tect its proſeſſors in the enjoyment of their rights as men, and 
ſubjects of the ſtate, while they act worthy of that p: otection, 
never preſuming to interfere between God and his umpire con- 
ſcience, whoſe Lord he alone is, nor to infringe upon its ſacred 
and inviolable rights. The inroads that have been ſo often 


made on the rights of conſcience, by rulers in church and ſtate, 


will receive, in the day of retribution, a due recompence of re- 
ward. But it may perhaps be ſaid, that the things objected to 
reſult from the abuſe of religious eſtabliſhments, and therefore, 
can furniſh no Juſt argument againſt their lawfulneſs or pro- 
priety. This might be allowed, if no other objection could be 
urged againſt them but what ar iſes from their abuſe. The tree 
is known by its fruit, and the nature of this tree may be inferred 
from the nature of the fruit which it hath uniformly produced; 
for this hath been always heſtile to the civil and religious liber- 
ties of mankind, whence we may conclude that it is not of God. 


The decline of Chriſtianity, when eſtabliſhed by Conſtantine, 


was not accidental; and like cauſes always produce like effe cs. 
The abuſes contequent upon ſuch eſtabliſhment, wherever it pre- 
vails, with their parent ſyſtem, have furniſhed the enemies of 
Chriſtiamty wittr abundant materials, which they have not fail- 
ed dexteroully to improve to its prejudice. 
The preceding remarks are far from being intended to mili- 
tate againſt individual members of legalized or national church- 
es, or to palliate the errors or improprieties cf diſſenters. 
Large allowance ſhould be made for the prejudices of educati- 
on. While they build their Chriſtian character on the faith, 
the hope and practice of genuine Chriſtianity, they ought to 
be recognized and regarded as Brethren, and may be ſo, with- 


out bidding them God ſpeed in the things in which they are ap- 


prehended to deviate from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel. Tho' 
it be juſt and proper, in certain caſes, to diſſent, yet mult it 


be on Chriſtian principles. Is it not to be feared, that this is 


not always the caſe, that many diſſent from humour, whim and 
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eaprice? Their great object ſeems not to be, to enjoy and ob- 


ſ:rve the inſtitutions of Chriſt in purity, and to have their con- 
ſcience ſubjected to his authority; and hence, no wonder they 
ſhould be unſtable as water, and do not excel. They ſtill car- 
ry with them ſo much of the old leaven, that it is ſcarce pol- 
ſible to bring them to follow Chriſt fully. They ſtill wiſh to 
make the churches from which they have withdrawn a model, 
with the exception of thoſe things which they have felt to be a 


grievance; inſtead of copying the example ſet them in Scrip- 


ture, and giving unreſerved obedience to its unerring àictates. 
For theſe and many other reaſons, moſt of which may be trac- 
ed to the incorporating ſyſtem, diſſenters in general have little 
cauſe to glory. May the Lord ſoon rebuke the calves which the 
people have ſet up and worſhipped, that Ephraim may no more 
envy Judah, nor Judah vex Ephraim; that wars may ceaſe to 
the ends of the earth, and truth and peace, liberty, and righ- 
teouſneſs may flouriſh over all nations! | 

N. B. It eſcaped me to obſerve in its proper place, that the 
Weſtminſter Confeſhon of Faith recognizes the authority, or 
ſupreme power of the Civil magiſtrate in the Church. The 
words of the Confeſſion are; *The Civil magiſtrate hath au- 
thority, and it is his duty to take order, that unity and peace 
be preſerved in the Church, that the truth of God be kept 
pure and entire, that all blaſphemies and herefies be ſuppreſſed, 
all corruptions and abuſes in worſhip and diſcipline prevented 
or reformed; and all the ordinances of God duly ſettled, admi- 
niſtered, and obſerved. For the better effecting whereof, he 
hath power to call Synods, to be preſent at them, and to pro- 
vide that whatſoever is tranſacted in them be according to the 
mind of God.“ Chap. 23. Of the Civil Magiſtrate. This 
defines the power of the Magiſtrate in the Church of Scotland, 
which extends to matters of faith as well as practice, and makes 
him ſole or ultimate judge in reſpe& to both. No Diſſenters 
can conſiſtently profeſs faith in this article, elſe they condemn 


themſelves in forſaking the communion of that church over 


which he thus preſides. / 


ON THE PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES. 


HE Reader was promiſed ſome ſtrictures, page 140, on 
the mode of puniſhing crimes in our nation. It is much 

to be wiſhed, that Legiſlators would direct the law rather to re- 
formation than ſeverity; that they would endeavour to prevent 
crimes, and reclaim criminals, rather by making puniſhment 
formidable than familiar. Then priſons, inſtead of ſending 
forth wretches ſeven times more the heirs of hell than they find 
them; inſtead of returning thoſe, if returned alive, who have 
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deen committed for the commiſſion of one crime, capable of 
perpetrating a thouſand, we might ſee them reſtored to virtue, 
to the community, and to themſelves. In the croud reflexion is 
banithed from the mind, and vice kept in countenance; for if 
evil communication corrupt good manners, it muſt confirm and 
rivet the bad. Places of ſolitude are moſt friendly to the exer- 
Ciſe of thought and penitence, and, of conſequence, the moſt 


likely to reform the bad, while they effectually prevent the fa- 


tal effects of aſſociation in iniquity, which is often formed in 
places of public confinement. Some attempts are making to 
introduce this ſalutary mode. The way to reform a corrupt 
people is not to increaſe puniſhments, and their ſeverity, but to 
make them moſt effectual. Experience ſhews that ſanguinary 
Jaws do not always operate to the prevention of crimes; for 
thefe nations which make feweſt crimes capital are leaſt peſter- 
ed with them. Many of the moſt judicious have called the va- 
lidity of that right in queſtion, which civil communities have 


aſſumed of inflicting capital puniſhment for crimes, which nei- 


ther the law of nature, nor of Revelation make capital. It is 


the province of juſtice to commenſurate the nature and extent 


of the puniſhment, as much as pollible, to the nature and de- 


merit of the crime. This they argue in this maaner. To in- 


flict the fame puniſhment for crimes of a very different nature, 
Where a difference can be made; or to ſuffer atrocious ones to 
eſcape with a lighter puniſhment, while thoſe of unſpeakably 
leſs demerit are made capital, amounts almoſt, if not altoge- 
ther, to a perverſion of juſtice. If thoſe who enact or execute 
human laws are herein ordained of God, aud bound to act for 
him, and agreeably to his will, ſo far as made known to them, 
they can then have no power to make that capital which he hath 
not made ſo, or to diſpenſe with the ſanction of his law, in 
caſes where he hath annexed death to the perpetration of cer- 
tain crimes. | | 

It is a ſad ſymptom of the prevailing avarice of a nation, 
not to ſay of their contempt of the Divine authority, when the 
laws reſpecting property are more ſevere, or more ſtrictly put 
in exeecution, than thoſe which concern the ſafety or the life 
of the members of the community. In caſes of murder, the 
right of ſociety is obvious and inconteſtible, both from the law 
of nature, and of God; for the law of ſelf-preſervation, which 
is ſo deeply rooted in human nature, teaches to cut off the man 
who has, wichout juſt cauſe, taken the life of another; and ſays 


the irreverſible mandate of Heaven, He that ſheddeth man's 


blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed.” Untutored nature re- 
coils at the thought of murder, and riſes up in arms againſt it: 
while no law of nature inculcates the right of taking another's 
life, merely becauſe he hath ſtolen our property. The penalty 
is by no means adequate to the crime; for the thief may reim- 
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busſe the owner, while the compenſation of life is more than 
what the whole world can give. The mode of puniſhing the 
alienation of property by death, makes proper redreſs impoſſi- 
ble; for hereby the community is deprived of the benefit that 
might ariſe ſrom the future labours of the culprit, and the in- 
jured individual receives no adequate compenſation, indeed, no 
compenſation whatever, unlefs the death of his fellow creature 
can be ſuppoſed to compenſate. for the lofs of his property. 


Such a compenſation would be ſet aſide in a court of equity, 


where reaſon, and not cuſtom, prejudice or precedent, is allow- 


ed to ſpeak; for what proportion is there betwixt the inconveni- 


ence ariſing from the loſs of a part of one's property, and the 
loſs of another's life? Is it pleaded, that the individual reſigns, 
in effect, his right to and over his on life, to the community 
of which he is a member, and whoſe protection he confequent- 
ly enjoys? This is impoſſible z for how can he barter that 
which is not his own, tet the returns be what they will? His 
life is God's, and in caſes where he has not pronounced it for- 
feited, man can have no right to take itz aud ſhould he do ſo, 
he is guilty of robbing an individual of the deareſt pledge or 
cruſt he can poſſeſs in the world, and God of his indifpenfable 


right, that of recalling the life of his creature at pleafure. 


Numbers cannot make that lawful which would be quite un- 
tawful betwixt individuals; for the voice of the multitude al- 
ters not the eſſential nature of things. Man is the living image 
of his Maker, and that image muſt not be deſtroyed, but when 
his juſtice requires it; and even then, is to be treated with de- 
cency, for his ſake who gave it being, and whom it repreſents. 
Where is the prince on -arth that would fuffer his image or ſta- 


tue, tho' but a piece of {tone or marble that may eaſily be re- 


ſtored, to be treated as the human frame is in certain executions? 

Even favages are directed by the feeble rays of nature's light 
to be tender of the lives of one another; ſeldom ſhedding the 
blood of their fellow creature, but in retaliation of ſome for- 
mer injury. All civil communities, in their infant ſtate, make 
few crimes capital, and have few executions among them. It 
is only as they become more civilized, and improve in wealth, 
and the arts of luxury, that penal laws are enacted; as if an 
increaſe of property enhanced its value, and proportionably de- 
| graded individuals, and deprecia:ed their lives“. The accumu- 


In various ways is man degraded, and his happinefs and life depreciated. 
Are not military executions often cruel and bloody beyond what neceſſity can 
plead or juſtice authoriſe? We were told very lately in the public papers, that 
at Cambridge, if I remember well, a Court-martial ſentenced a youth of ſixteen, 
in one of the Engliſh Fencible regiments, to receive a 1000 laſhes for ſome miſ- 
demeanor, 800 of which were inflicted at one time. This had like to have 
produced a very ſerious commotion in the place, the inhabitants of which were 
filled with indiguation at the inhumanity, and cruelty of an execution, at the 
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lation of wealth is attended with an increaſe of fears for its ſe- 
curity, theſe produce new, penal edicts; which ere, in 


very idea of which a feeling heart muſt revolt. A remonſtrance was preſented 
to the head Commander on the occafion, but how it ended, I cannot tell, as [ 
happend not to ſee the paper in which the ſequel was promiſed. ** A righte- 
ous man regardeth the life of his beaſt.” The M.ſaic law expreſ. ly provided, 
that no delinquent ſhould receive above forty ſtripes, for a reaſen that does 
konour to our nature, and is equally concluſive in every age and country, 


namely, that our Brother might not appear vile in our eyes. 


Not only in the military line are the bounds of humanity exceeded, but alſo 
in our criminal code, and in the execution of the criminal law. While we re- 
- probate the executions in France, and 3s outrages of a lawleſs banditti, with 


ourſelves, hath it not been the calm dechäon of juſtice, to fix up the head of a 
criminal upon a pole, to the full view of ſpeQarors, as in the caſe of O' Connar 
in Ireland, lately executed for treaſon? How cf:en alſo have criminals been 
hung up with us in chains, and left to rot piece-meal in the open air, to the danger 

of the health of the inhabitants, as well as the hurt of their feelings!- One would 
imagine that ſuch ſtatutes had been enacted by Goths and Vandals, and executed 
anly by Barbarians, Scythians, or Indian hordes, who were utter ſtrangers to 
Chriſtianity, and all the improvements of civilized life. The Jews were for- 

bidden to ſuffer the body of an executed criminal to remain any time expoſed to 
public view. £51 | 4 | 


Is it not alſo a very common thing in Europe for princes to ſell their fub- 


jecta, not only to a ſpecies of ſevitude, like the African chiefs; but to the ſlaugh- 
ter, hiring them out for a ſubſidy, and a poll cempenſation? For thoſe that are 
miſſed, or fall in battle, a certain, ſtipulated ſum is paid, not indced, to be 
given to their widows, orphans, or aged parents, but to be - depoſited in the 
coffers of thoſe, whoſe treaſures are perhaps, already overgrown. It was wit- 
tily enough remarked, by the Editor of a London paper, upon the bloody de- 
feat at Dunkirk, that a certain' — brought his hogs that morning to a good 


market, no fewer ef a certain deſcription having fallen than 8000, which, at 


the rate of L. 30 a head, the ſum ſtipulated in ſuch caſes, amounted to L 240. ooo. 
A princely fum indeed, but far from honourable in the mode of its acquiſition. 
The Jewiſh ruters themfelves, who plotted and effected the death of the Son 
of God, hadſdmuch, however, of natural conſcience left, that they would not put 
the price of his blood into their treaſury, tho' they regarded him as an impoſtor; 
and what private perſon would chule to put the price of his neighbour's blood 
into his coffer? tho' in modern wars the fathers of their people ſcruple not to do 
this with the price of the blood of myriads of their political children! Can we 
fuppoſe that many tears will be ſhed for ſuch events, however moufnful, and afs 
fecting, as ſerve to procure ſich acceſſions of wealth, or that thoſe can at heart 
be enemies to a ſyſtem by which their private revenues may be ſo much increaſed? 
Theſe things remind one of what is recorded by an ancient prophet, ſo ap- 
plicable to ſuch meaſures: Thus ſaith the Lord my God, Feed the flock of the 
Aaughter; whoſe poſſeſſors flay them, and hold themſelves not guilty; and they 
tha: ſell them fay, Bleſſed be the Lord; for I am rich: and their own ſhepherds 
pity them not.“ No wonder this charge ſhould be preceded by a call upon the 
Authors of ſuch deeds to lamentation, whe are compared to flately, but felled 
trees; intimating, perhap+, that like theſe, they were fit fuel for the flames of 
threatened wrath. But ſhocking as this ſpecies of traffic is, would to God it 
were the only ſpecies of commerce in humar fleſh carried on in the world. 
The Author hath often felt the duty of pleading the cauſe of the oppreſſed and 
' enſlaved Africans,” while ther» was hope of our granting them redrefs; bat now 
he looks forward with ſolemn awe to the approaching interpoſition of Hzaven in 
their favour, fearing Britain ſhall not have the honour to proclaim liberty to 
theſe captives, whoſe deliverance ſhall come from another quarter, and paſt 
labours and ſorrows be rewarded at our coſt: for the Judge of all the earth will 
do them right redreſs their grievances, and avenge their wrongs. Where is 
the prince on earth that would ſuffer his ſubjects to be ſo treated with impunity, 
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a manner, gibbets around our poſſeſſions to deter every in- 
vader. With all our penal laws, is it not a little ſurpriſing, 
that our nation ſhould exhibit to the world a greater number of 
public executions, rhan, perhaps, the half of Europe taken to- 
gether? It is very probable, this is not ſo much owing to the 
greater licentiouſneſs of our people, as to the native influence 
of theſe very laws that are intended to check it, and the mode 
of carrying them into execution. While that does not ſo much 
tend to mortify the corrupt bias within, and to reform the indi- 
viduals, as to check the outward expreſſions of it, what is it 
but like lopping off the branches of a tree, inſtead of rooting 
it out; or attempting to ſtem a torrent, while its ſource is per- 
mitted to receive new acceſſions from day to day? When peo- 
ple are accuſtomed to ſee the ſame puniſhment inflicted for 
crimes very different in their degrees cf guilt and turpitude, 
they are thence led to loſe all ſenſe of diltmEtion im che crimes 
themſelves; apd thus indiſcriminate, penal laws counteract the 
great Durga of morality. Nothing, indeed, is more natural 
for thoſe who ſeldom examine things for themſelves, than to 
eſtimate crimes by the nature and extent of the penalty annex - 
ed to them; which ſhews the neceſſity of their being proporti- 
oned, abſtracted from the natural equity of the meaſure. New 
laws ever produce new tranſgreſſions, and theſe again require 
freth reſtraints, while the operation and ſanction of conſcience 
is little aided by either, if not fatally perverted. It is not new 
Jaws to puniſh vice, or the vigorous execution of old ones, 
that will effectually check its progreſs among a people. What 
tends to check its contagion, and reform the individual, is of 
infinitely greater conſequence to ſociety than all the ſevere edicts 
which human authority can enact, or human power execute. 
As in the natural, fo in the body politic, every method that 
can promile a cure ought to be tried, before any member is cut 
off as irremediable. The object of puniſhment is, or vught to 
be, not the deſtruction, but the correction or amendment of 
the offender; for by the due exerciſe of the reſtrictive arts of 
government, the law may become the guardian, inſtead of be- : 
ing the terror and ſcourge of the people. The very perſons 
whoſe caſe may ſeem moſt deſperate, may yet be won by pro- 
per management, at leaſt, they may be ſo employed às to be 
neither a nuiſance, nor a burden to the ſtate. Few, perhaps, 
are to groſsly depraved, that neither perſeverance nor proper ma- 
{ 


il able to avenge their wrongs? Believe then, ye Britons, that God will never 
diſgrace the throne of his glory, by a conduct of which the moſt petty, earthly 
prince weuld be aſhamed; and believing it, trem»le at the proſpect of che awful 
retribution of his juilice, which ſh4]1 rvanſmit be memory of your crimes to 
lateſt ages. Be not deceived, God w not be mocked,” a 
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nagement can reclaim them; the attempt is at leaſt noble, and 
ſucceſs in a few inſtances may more than counterbalance difap- 
pointment in a thouſand. It is truly-hard, when the ſecurity 
of our property cannot be cemented but with the blood of our 
fellow creatures, and when none is permitted to ſee his laſt crime, 
without the riſk of expiating it by his death. Tho' crimes de- 
file, and the ſouls of criminals become as droſs; yet the hand 
of power, leniently applied, may, be the mean of refining, 
and purging away their droſs. Were thoſe in power and ſtati- 
on, careful to exemplify in their own conduct whatever is loye- 
ly, honourable, virtuous and of good report, then might we 

hope for a reformation among the lower clafles: but ſhould 


the reverſe remain notoriouſly the caſe, what can be expected 


bat that the vicious ſhould become ſtill more vile, and profli- 
Se, and receive freſh acceſſions to their number? 

When à crimital is indicted for theft, and the libel found 
rel-vant to infer the pains of law, a humane jury-man may 


Bnd himſelf very hard put to it to bring in a verdict againſt him, 


whence ſuch may eſcape altogether; whereas, were the libel re- 
ſtrited to an arbitrary puniſhment, he would Hot heſitate to 
ſind it proved, tho' che proof ſhould not be fo direct and conclu- 
five. Owing to this circumſtance, many have been acquitted, 
while their judge and jury have had a conviction in their own 
mind of their guiltz becauſe the law requires that two witneſſes 
ſhould agree in the material circumſtances of their evidence, 
which cannot always be obtained even in caſes of real guilt, 
and where a variety of preſumptive arguments amount to proof, 


This Ers, which was written about ten years ago, the 


leading ſentiments of which the Author recollects to have bor- 
rowed from ſome book or other that paſſed ro' his hands, 
would he now conclude with the obſervation of a certain noble 
Duke, delivered in the debates on the noted bills lately paſſed. 
Speaking of the farther extenſion of the criminal code, intend- 
ed by theſe bills, he ſays, Such laws might be defenſible in 
the times in which they paſſed; for it would not be ſaying too 
much to call them barbarous, when compared with the preſent: 
but when all Europe was year aſter year, leſſening the puniſh- 
ment of death, as doubting whether they had a right to take a 
ſubjeQ's life away, except for murder, or what was likely to 
lead to it, ſurely it would be a reflection on this country that 
we were ſo greatly increaſing it*,” 


f The Duke of Becford. 


* If the above opinion be juſt, in which the noble Duke is not ſingular, 


what are moſt of our executions but murder, under the ſanction, and ſpæzious 
forms of law and juſtice, which muſt greatly enhance our public guilt? Jie, 
with the acquittal or impunity of capital offenders, hath treaſured up much 
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A LET T E RI. 
De Ax Sin, | 4 | - 
OUR favours requeſting us to ſend our late Delegates, or 


at Edinburgh 19th current, {November 1793) cameduly tohand, 
and were laid before our Society. After ſome deliberation, 
tho' they expreſſed their earneſt wiſh to ſhew every poſſible 
mark of reſpect to the elegates from England, and regret 
that it did not ſuit their conpefienc to wait on the laſt Cor 
tion before broke up; yet, for certain reaſons, which app 

ed to them of weight, they deemed it inexpedient, in preſent 
circumſtances, to delegate any anew. They, therefore, agreed 
to appoint their Committee to draw up a letter in their name d 
the Convention, ſhould it meet, in compliance with which ap- 
ointment, we ſend you the following. | 

Geutlemen and Brother Citizens, we have pledged ourſelves 


wrath againſt the day of wrath. The crime of murder is of all others the moſt 
heinous and ſhocking in its nature, and the negle& of puniſhing it the moſt cri» 


minal, and, in its conſequences, the moſt ferious. In the 35th of Numbers, 


as alſo in other paſſages of ſcripture, this crime is condemned as worthy of death, 
In that chapter, it is repeatedly ſaid, The murderer ſhall ſurely be put to 
death;” and, ir is added as a reafon, for blood it defileth the land: and the 
land cannot be cleanſed of the blood that is ſhed therein, but by the blood of 
bim that ſhed it.“ On theſe paſſages, a learned Commentator|| remarks; © The 
laws concerning murderers are a leſſon to all, and eſpecially to judges and mag i- 
ſtrates, that willful murder is a crime which ought to be avenged, God does 
here expreſsly, and ſeveral times, forbid to let a murderer live, or to take any 
ranſom for his life. He declares, that the impunity of that crime draws a curſe 
upon the country where it is committed; and that there ſhall be no atonement 
for that, land where the ſhedding of blood ſhall be ſuffered to go unpuniſhedg 
which ought to beget in us an extreme horror for murder, and every thing that 
leads to it; as it proves likewiſe that princes and magiſtrates have no authority 
to acquit willful murderers.* Would thoſe who acquit Duelliſts aud Child-mur- 
derers but duly conſider theſe things, they would tremble at the proſpect of that 
doom which they are bringing en themſelves, and their native Country, on 
which, beſides, lies, it is to be feared, much of the blood ſhed from time to time 
in the wars of Europe, in which we have generally taken an active and conſpi- 
cuous part; which blood hath a loud cry in the ears of the great Author of life, 
and will be remembered in the day of recompence. N 
f || Oftervald. | 

+ This Letter was promiſed to the Public, page 6. of the Addreſs prefixed to 
theſe ſermons. The object of inſerting it here is not to throw a reflexicn on 
that Convention, or their proceedings, having knowh nothing of either but 
what appeared in public, but merely to ſhew, as ſuggeſted in that addreſs, how 
groundleſs and unfounded the ſlanders of many have been, and how they have 
preſumed to attach blame to certain characters without the leaſt foundation for 


it in truth. There is indeed, ſotne reaſon to believe the letter was noe publicly 


produced on the occaſion referred to, as the receipt of it was not acknowledged, 
+ This term is become of late exceeding obnoxious to ſome, when given te 


any but themſelves, as if it _— ſo applied, ſomething hoſtile to the Co 


ſtitution and government of our Country in its very ſound, That ſyſtem muſt 
| a C 2 fu | 3 
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others in their ſtead, to the Convention, propoſed to meet 
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to ſupport the cauſe of Reform by every eligible and legal mean 
in our power, and therefore wiſh well to every meaſure that pro- 
miſes ſucceſs to your united exertions. Every one engaged in 
the cauſe, and acting in character, we are proud to call our 
Brother, and willing to co-operate with him ſo far as circum- 
ſtances and prudence may permit. We are happy to hear that 
the late Convention made fo reſpeQable an appearance, and 
conducted their diſcuſſions with ſuch ſpirit and unanimity. We 
perſuade ourſelves, their meeting may do eſſential ſervice to the 
common cauſe, and ſo more than compenſate all the expence 


and inconvenience of attending it. Yet, with all due deference, 


we beg leave to obſerve, that calling a Convention tõgether, ſo 
ſoon after their late meeting, may not be attended with the 
ſame beneficial effects. We with however, our fears on this 
head may be happily diſappointed. Their late meeting has 
been publicly repreſented as ſeditious, and however clear it may 
ſtand of that charge, yet re-aſſembling ſo ſoon may be deemed 


a daring inſult to thoſe in power, and as ſuch reſented, to the 
| PIE of the cauſe in which we are embarked. It is poſſi- 
] 


e, according to the common proverb, to make more haite than 
good ſpeed. We cannot help fearing, that the rumour of this 
tecond Convention may have haſtened the removal of that wor- 
thy Champion in the capſe of Freedom, Mr Muir, which may 
poſſibly endanger his valuable life. | 

We congratulate our Brethren from England for their zeal 
in the cauſe, and cordially wiſh.ſfucceſs to their laudable exerti- 
ons, and the exertions of the Hocieties to which they reſpectively 


belong. We think it exceedingly proper, that the ſocieties in 


andabout Edinburgh ſhould ſhew them every attention and re- 
ſpect in their power, and have no doubt but they will; and we our- 
ſelves would have been happy to have enjoyed the pleaſure of a 
perſonal interview, tho' we ſee not this, in the mode propoſed, 
to be conducive to the advancement of the cauſe of reform. 
We beg, however, they would accept of our friendly wiſhes, 
and the aſſurance of our firm attachment in the cauſe of our 
Country's peace and proſperity. We thank our Friends in E- 
dinburgh for their difintereſted zeal in the buſineſs, and give 
them full credit for the goodneſs of their intentions. And 


be very illiberal and contracted, which would exclude members of ſociety from 
the participation of what that term imports, and make the mere aſſumption of 
it a crime. But Chriſtians, by an authority higher than theirs, have an incon- 


teſtable right to that character; for all worthy of that name “are no more ſtran- 


gers and foreigners, but fellow- Citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſchold of 


God.” In the 1 5th Pſalm, entitled The character of a Citizen of Zion de- 
ſcribed, and alſo in the 24th, we find ſeveral important particulars comprited in 
iz: character, which thoſewhowouldexcluſively arrogate it to themſelves, are far 
freun monopolizing. Heaven ſanctions the uſe of the term, and earth hayne 


ti aht to reſtrict its application. 
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ſhould the Convention meet, as propoſed, it is our heart's de- 
fire, and prayer to Heaven, that the wiſdom from above ma 
direct their deliberations, and the providence of the Almighty 
crown them with ſucceſs. Your laying this before them when 
met, and their ſuſtaining our reaſons for not appearing with 
you by our Delegates, will very much oblige, 


Dear Sir, with all due regard and reſpect, 


Your and Their Brethren, in the common cauſe, 8&&. 
| SO 1 . . 


EX TRACTS: 


The following obſervations are extracted from a ſermon of the 
famous Dr WArTsod, Biſhop ot Llandaff, preached before 
the Univerſity of Cambridge. | 


00 Tr is poſſible that the very ſmall part of the ſubjects of this 
mighty Empire, with which the right of electing the repreſen- 
tation for the whole is at preſent lodged, may become ſo cor- 
rupted and abandoned in their choice, as to elevate to that high 
diſtinction men of arbitrary principles, or of flogitious lives, 
and ſtrangers to all principle, or of ruined fortunes, and fit- 
ted for every ſpecies of political proſtitution. It is poſſible that 
a majority of ſuch a repreſentation may betray their truſt, may 
ſacrifice their honour to their intereſt, may become poor thro? 
luxury, and profligate thro' poverty. It is poſſible that a ſyſtem 
of reciprocal corruption may take place between a bad Miniſter, 
and ſuch a venal repreſentation, that he may bribe them with 


+ It becomes the character of every profeſſed ſervant of the Prince of Peace, 
who came into the world not to deſtroy men's lives but to ſave them, to do all 
in his power to bring the deſtructive art of war, aud thoſe that lead to it, into 
diſrepute and abhorrence among men. With this view the following Extracts 
are inſerted. The juſt and ſtriking ſentiments contzined in them, are not to be 
viewed, however, as an unqualified cenſure, either on the military art, or on 
thoſe who exerciſe it; for ſo far as they are employed and act on the defenſive on- 
ly, their profeſſion is honourable, and will be neceſſary, while the luits of ambi- 


tion, pride, avarice and revenge rule in the hearts ef thoſe from whom originate. 


wars and fightings among men. Tho' armies are too often made up of the off- 
ſcourings of mankind; yet many in that line poſleſs ſentiments and diſpoſitions 
that would do honour to any character, which lead them to lament and depre- 
cate the effeQs of war, inſtead of delighting in it. The beſt and greateſt of men 
kate war; none but fools view it as a paſtime, . 8 
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the public money, and that they may profuſcly grant him the 

ublic money, in order to ſhare in the plunder of the people. 

t is poſhble that from an increaſe of commerce, and extent of 
empire, the ivfluence of the Crown may be ſo far enlarged as 
to enable any Minitter to lay an undue bias upon the judgments 
of individuals in both houſcs of Parliament, by diſtributing a- 
mong them either private penſions, or the lucrative employ- 
ments of public truit—it is poſſible that, under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, the foundation of the Conſtitution may be gradually 
undermined, and the great fabric of Civil Liberty finally ſub- 
verted by the very formality of Laws, and by the immetiate 
agency of the very powers deſtined to ſupport it—at is poſſible, 
laſtly, that the bulk of the people, miſtaking the forms and 
ſhadows of the conſtitution. for its ſubſlance and reality, may 
not be ſenfivle of the danger, till they are borne down to the 
earth under the preſſure of taxes; may not be rouſed from their 


lethargy, till they are fretted and galled with the chains of ſla- 


very. Then, however, at laſt we are perſuaded, that they will 
not degenerate from the blood of their anceſtors, but with u- 


nited hands and hearts, drag forth to condign puniſhment, the 
moſt peſtilent of all traitors, the traitors againſt the Conſtitu- 


tion and the common ſafety.” 

It is much to be wiſhed that the learned Prelate's poſlibilities 
may never become realities, an event to be fervently deprecat- 
ed by every Friend of his Country, as a prelude, if not of its. 
ruin, at leaſt to its degradation, and calamity. To this objection 
to the above reaſoning, *Your anceſtors reſiſted a King in his u- 


ſurpation of the rights of Parliament, but if you were toreſiſt, it 


muſt be King and Parliament united,“ the enlightened Biſhop 
makes this remarkable reply There may be a Tyranny of the 
whole Legiſlature, as well as one of its Members; the Tyranny ef 
the King conſiſts in making his will the Law; the [yranny of a 


Legiſlature conſiſts in making private intereſt a main principle of 
public conduct, and the Law of courſe an inſtrument of op- 


preſſion” to the people in general!” Inſtead of apologizing to 
the Reader for inſerting the above extract, I proceed to give 
another from the Biſhop's Charge to the Clergy of his Dioceſe, 


June, 1791. : 


% Profeſſions of attachment to our Conſtitution in Church 
and ſtate have been made by me on ſo many occaſions, that I 


think it needleſs to repeat them on this. If any one, from the 


freedom with which l have been accuſtomed to ſpeak of certain 
defects in both, ſhould be diſpoſed to queſtion the-fincerity of 


theſe profeſſions, nothing that I could ſay would remove his pre- 


Judices, I pray God to give him a more charitable mind. I leave 


"it, however, to impartial men to decide, whoſe attachment to 


the Conſtitution is greateſt—that of him who labours to remove 
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ſuch rotten parts of the glorious fabric of civil and religious 
freedom as daily invite the attack of its enemies or that of him 


who, not unconſcious of the danger, contents himſelf with 
thinking it will not fall in his time. May the wiſdom of our 
Rulers, ſhewn as well by their moderation in removing what 
is unſound, as by their firmneſs in retaining what is whole, 
preſerve this mighty edifice, the work of ages, and the envy of 


the world, from being levelled to the ground by the rude hand 


of popular diſcontent, of fanatical zeal, or republican violence.” 

Surely the Biſhop, ands thoſe who are of his opinion, as a- 
bove expreſſed, may be as good friends to King and Conſtitu- 
tion, as the famous Reeves, a penfroned Magiſtrate, and Chief 
Juſtice in New Foundland, or any of his aſſociates. Under the 


pretext of exalting the prerogative of the Crown, how does he 


ſtab the Conſtitution to the vitals, as appears from the follow- 
ing extract of a late famous production of his, entitled, 
Thoughts on the Engliſh Government! © In fine, the Govern- 
ment of E gland is a Monarchy, the Monarch is the ancient 
ſtock, from which have ſprung thoſe goodly Branches of the 
Legiſlature, the Lords and Commons, that at the ſame time 
give ornament to the Tree, and afford ſhelter to thoſe who ſeek 
protection under it. But theſe are {till only branches who de- 
rive their origin and their nutriment from the common Parent 
— they * . lopped off, and the Tree is a tree ſtill; ſhorn in- 
dcd of its honours, but not, like them, caſt into the fire. The 
Kingly Government may go on in all its functions without 
Lords or Commons.“ a 
We have been aſſured that the Miniſter was adviſed and ad- 
moniſhed of this production, and its nature, while in the preſs, 
which he was openly dared to defy; yet he and his brethren 
connived at, and defended it. Of what men muſt that. aſſo- 
ciation be formed that hath ſuch a man for its active head? If 
we may judge of the principles entertained by the members, 
from the ſpecimen publiſhed to the world by their Maſter, it 
would appear their great object was to overturn the Britiſh 
Coſtitution, under the plaufible pretext of Tupporting the pre- 
rogative of the Crown, which ſtruck the Houſe of Commons 
ſo forcibly, that his Impeachment for a libel on the Conſtituti- 
on was voted, with the exception of two votes. The articles of 
that Impeachment were, 1. © That all liberty originates and 
flows from the King—2. That all ſecurity of property is in the 
King alone 3. that the Revolution is a fraud, and a thing ne- 
ver to be commemorated—4:; That the Diffenters ought" not to 
be tolerated---5. That the Whigs are always dangerous.” Thoſe 
who can advance or patronize ſuch doctrines, give reaſon to 


ſuſpect, that their profeſſed regard for the ſupreme Magiſtrate 
proceeds not from real attachment to his perſon, or the rank he { 


_— = 


OD —— 


— " . 


— — — — — —_ 288 we 


21% AppeNDIX; 


holds in the ſtate, but merely from his power of conferring 2 
place or penſion. Ouce unable to ſcrve their purpoſe, and they 
hold him equally cheap with te other two branches of the 


Legſliature; and indeed, their meaſu 2s ro ſ-cure their lucra- 


tive places, may prove no lefs hoſtile to the ſafety of his per- 


ſon, and the fecurity of the Conſtitution and government, than 


to the Liberties of the People. Of this mind were ſome of 
our molt enlightened, and patriotic ſtateſmen, when theſe 
things came to be debated in the ſenate. | 

In Mr Sheridan's ſpeech, when he impeached Mr Reeves 
upon his pamphlet, we find the following remarks; “ It might 
at a firſt glance ſeem that the circumſtance of the Chairman of 
ſuch an Aſſociation as that at the Crown and Anchor being the 


Author of that Libel before the Houſe was of a trivial nature; 


but if it was confidere! that the Chairman himſelf was in the 


conſtant habit of Correſponding, and Intercourſe with the 
Treaſury,—that that Society had other two Thouſand Societies 


 Granched off, and affiliated therewith, and that ſuch doQtrines 


as the Libel now before the Houſe obtained the moſt rapid, 


and, he might ſy, fatal circulation rthro' the Country, when 


it appeared that the Correſpondence between Mr Reeves's Mo- 
ther ſociety and the two thouſand Nurſeries of his principles 
would make fourteen Volumes, he thought the ſeriouſneſs of 
ſuch connection, was indeed, of no light confideration, but 
very deep intereit.” | 


Betwixt violent Republicans, who are hoſtile to the Regal 
branch of the Conſtitution, if any ſuch exiit iu the nation, and 


Reevites, who appear, from the ſpecimen given of their prin- 
ciples, to be equally hoſtile to the other two eflential branches 
of the Legillature, the Conſtitution ſcems to be in no ſmall 
danger. If the late Bills were meant, or calculated to guard a- 

2init theſe oppoſite extremes, they might be the more excu- 
ou But what has the Crown, or Minitters to dread from 
the other two branches of the Legiſlature, unleſs it be the pro- 
mulgation- of cer n, unwelcome truths from the debates, and 
oppoſition of th Minority, which, from ſeaſon to ſeaſon, engage 


the attention of the Public? 


With regard to the Bills, whoſe operation, ſome think, af- 


fetts che Prince no lets than the peopic, an able Senator ex- 


preſſed himſ-lf, * Uhis ſyitem muſt terminate either in a ſub- 
miſion that will put an end at once to ail the liberties of the 


people, or in actual, open violence and fury: in either caſe | 


the Alternative is dreawvful,” if the above remark be juſt, may 
not the authors and abettors of ſuch a meaſure be viewed as in 
eff. b-traying the bctt intereils of their King and Couttry, 
and furniſhing a groſs libel againſt both him and his adminiſtra- 
tion, as if the lafety of his perſon, and the efficiency of his 
government, could not be ſecured but by the ſacrifice of the 
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deareſt rights and privileges of the people? What if they 
ſhould take it into their head to think and queſtion, © Whether 
a government that cannot be ſupported by other means, ſhould 
be ſupported at all?” aſs 8 

As the internal policy A a nation may bear an unfriendly aſ- 

& to the liberties of the people, ſo their policy towards neigh- 
Lond ſtates. may be hoſtile to the liberty and happineſs of 
mankind in general. The apathy of Europe in tamely per- 
mitting the plunder of Poland, 'and the wickedneſs of ſome in 
taking an active part in it, or teſtifying their approbation of 
that infernal deed, by guaranteeing ſuch infamous plunder, 
muſt be highly provoking to the King of nations, who will a- 
venge it, and entail diſgrace on a civilized age. Truly ſtrange, 
that thoſe who outrage humanity by ſuch deeds, and violate 
moit ſacred rights of nations and of man, ſhould yet have the 
effrontery of attempting to make the God of truth and juſtice 
a partiſan in their crimes, and claiming to be revered as gods, 
and celebrated as benefactors of mankind!! May the Power 
of powers ſoon bring all nations to regard. each other as Breth- 


ren, and convert the Te Deums of Deſpotiſm over the flaugh- 


ter of man, and the inthralment of nations, into the ſongs of 


rational liberty, over the whole earth! May the mountain of 
the Lord's houſe be ſoon eſtabliſhed on the top of the moun- 


tains, and exalted above the hills, that all nations may flow un- 


to it, and hence, beat their ſwords into plough-ſhares, and 


their ſpcars into pruning-hooks, not lifting up ſword againſt 
each other, nor learning war any more; but reclining every 
man under his vine, and under his fig-tree, when none ſhall 
make them afraid t 


+ 1t was obſerved, "in one of the precedin 7 diſcourſes, that the diverſity of 


ſentiment reſpecting public concerns, and eſpecially the unhappy alienation of 
affe ction, of which it is too often unhappily productive, ſhould be viewed as a 
ſerious judgment, portending no good to theſe lands. But why ſhould a diffe- 
rence of opinion reſpectiug the great intereſts of our common Country, in which 
the great object at heart may be the ſame, create any alienation of affection? 
Let mutual jealouſies be laid aſide, nor let it once be ſurmiſed, that thoſe who 

rofeſs to wiſh for reform in the tate, deſire to level the i in ſociety, to o- 
verturn the preſent government, acting for the good of the whole, or to pro- 
mote an equal partition of property, Heaven forbid, and cauſe its heavieſt 
curſe to alight of the ſelfiſh wretch who ſecks his own benefit at the expence of 
others, or prefers his own individual intereſt to the happineſs of his Country, and 
of the Luman race! Are we not all Brethren, and, if we underſtand things a- 


right, have but one intereſt? In our union of ſentiment, ar leaſt of affection, - 


and exertion conſiſts our honour and our ſafety. Remember the fable, in which 
the facher, in order to inculcate on his children the great advantage of their 
mutual agreement, exhorts them to break in two a faggot of ſticks, which they 
found impracticable, and then defired them to break them one by one, which 
they eaſily effected. A divided nation becomes an eaſy prey; yet union is deſi- 
Table only when it hath the public good, and the happineſs of mankind at lar 

for its object; and ſuch unica may God ſoon grant us in his providence! ws 
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EXTRACT ra Ds YOUNG's ſeventh Sars. 


W HILE I ſurvey the bleſſings # our iſle; 
Her arts triumphant in the royal ſmile,” 
Her public 2vounds bound up, her credit high, 
Her commerce ſpreading fails in every ſky, 8 
The pleaſing ſcene recals my theme again, 
And ſhews the madneſs of ambitious men, 
Who, fond of bioodſ{hed, draw the murd'riag ſword, 
And burn to give mankind a ſingle lord. 
The follies paſt are of a private kind, 
Their ſphere is ſmall, their miſchief is conſiw d; ; 
But daring men there are (awake, my muſe, | 
And raife thy verſe} who bolder phrenzy chuſe; 
Who, (ſtung by glory, rave, and bound away; 
The world their field, and humankind their prey. 
The Grecian chief, th' enthuſiaſt, of his pride, 
With rage and terror ſtalking by his ſide, | 
Raves round the globe; he ſoars into a god! 
Stand ſaſt, Oimpus! and ſuſtain his' nod. 
The peſt divine 5 in horrid grandeur reigns, 
And thrieves on mankind's miſeries, and pains. 
What flaughter'd hoſts: what cities in a blaze! 
What waſted countries! and what crimſon ſeas! 
With orphans tears his impious bowl o'crflows, 
And cries of kingdoms lull him to repoſe! 
And cannot thrice ten hundred vears unpraiſe 
+ The boiſt'rous boy, and blaſt his guilty bays; 
Why want we then encomiums on the form, 
s Or /amine, or volcans? they perform | 
heir mighty deeds; they hero-like can flay, 
And ſpread their ample deſaris in a day. 
O great alliance! O divine renown! 
With dearth, and peſtilence to ſhare the crown. 
hen men exto] a wild deſtroyer's name, | 
Earth's Builder and Preferver they blaſpheme 
One to deſtroy is murder by the law, 
And gibbets keep the lifted hand in awe; 
To murder Zhouſands takes a ſpecious name, 
War's glorious art, and gives immortal fame. 
When after battle I the field have ſeen 
Spread o'er with ghaſtly lhapes, which once were men; 
A nation eruſt' dl a nation ot the brave! 
A realm of death! and on this ſide the rave! 
Are there, ſaid I, who from this fad ſurvey, 
» This human chaos, carry ſmiles away | | 
How did ny heart with indignation riſ-! 
How houelt nature Iwald into my eyes! 
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How was I ſhock'd to think the hero's trade 

Of ſuch materials, fame and triumph, made! 

How guilty theſe ? * leſs guilty they, 

Who reach falſe glory by a ſmoother way; 

Who wrap deſtructien up in gentle words, 

And bows and ſmiles more fatal than their ſwords ; 
Who ſtifle nature, and ſubſiſt on art; 

Who coin the face and petrify the heart; 

All real kindnefs for the ſhew diſcard, | 
As marble poliſh'd, and as marble hard: ( 
Who do for gold what Chriſtians do thro' grace, 
% With open arms their enemies embrace? 
Who give a nod when broken hearts repinez _ 
The thinneſt food on which a wretch can dine? 
Or, if they ſerve you, ſerve you difinclin'd, 


And, in their height of kindneſs, are unkind, » We 


Such courtiers were, and ſuch again may be, 
Walpole, when men forget to copy thee.” 


1 r Kno you diſeaſe? 
Or horrid War? — Wich war, This fatal hour, 
Europa groans (ſo call we a ſmall field, 
Where kings run mad). In Qur world, death deputes 
Intemperance to do the work of age; Fay 
And hanging up the quiver nature gave him, 
As ſlow of execution, for diſpatch | 
Sends forth Imperial Butchers; bids them ſlay 
Their ſheep (the filly ſheep they fleec'd before), 
And toſs him twice Ten thouſand at a meal. 
Sit all your executioners on thrones? 55 
With you, can rage for plunder make a God? 
And bloodſhed waſh out ev'ry other ſtain? 
Beats your brave breaſt for formidable ſcenes,* 
Where fame and empire wait upon the ſword? - 
vee fields in blood; hear naval hunders riſe; 
HBritannia's voice | ———————— -_ 

Some, for hard maſters,” broken under arms, 
In battle lopt away, with half their limbs, 
Beg bitter bread thro? realms their valour ſav'd, 
If ſo the 'Tyrant, or his Minion, doom. 
Where dwarfs are often tilted, and betray 
A littleneſs of ſoul by worlds o'er-run, _ 
And nations laid in blood. Dread ſacrifice 
To Chriſtian pride! which had with horrors ſhock 
The darkeſt Pagans, offer'd to their Gods. 
That Prince, and That alone, is truly Great, 
Who draws the ſword WR, gladly theaths; 
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On empire builds what empire far outweighs, 
And makes his Throne a ſcaffold to the ſkies. 
O Britain, infamous for Suicide! 38 
An Iſland in thy manners! far disjoin'd 
From the whole world of Rationals beſide! 
In ambient waves plunge thy polluted head, 8 
Waſh the dire ſtain, nor ſhock the Continent,” T? | 
3 Nicur-Tgobchrs. 1 


2 
a 
: 


— — Violence 

Proceeded, and oppreſſion, and ſword-law, 

Thro' all the plain, and refuge none was found. 

Adam was all in tears, and to his guide, ; —— 

Lamenting turn'd full fad;—O! what are theſe? 

Death's miniſters, not men ! who thus deal death 

 Inhumanly to men, and multiply ; 
Ten thouſand fold the fin of him who ſtew 

His brother: for of whom ſuch maſſacre 

Make they but of their Brethren, men of men? 

Where cattle paſtur'd late, now ſcatter'd lies 

With carcaſes and arms th' inſanguin'd field. 

To overcome in battle, and ſubdue | 

Nations, and bring home ſpoils with infinite 

Man-ſlaughter, ſhall be held the higheſt pitch 

Of human glory, and for glory done 

Of triumph, to be flyl'd great conquerors, 

Patrons of mankind, gods, and ſons of gods; 

Deſtroyers, rightlier call'd, and plagues of men. 

Thus {Wh ſhall be achiev'd, renown on earth, 

And what moſt merits fame in filence hid. 

To whom thus Michael: Thoſe whom laſt thou ſaw' ft 

In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they Ft) 

Firſt ſeen in acts of proweſs eminent, 

And great exploits; but of true virtue void: | 

Who having ſpilt much blood, and done much waſte 

Subduing nations, and achiev'd thereby | 

Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey, 

Shall change their courſe to pleaſure, eafe, and ſloth, 

Surfeit, and luſt, till wantonneſs and pride 

Raiſe out of friendſhip hoſtile deeds in peace. 

The conquer'd alſo, and inflav'd by war, 

Shall, with their freedom loft, all virtue loſe, 

And fear of God, from whom their piety feign'd 

In mo conteſt of battle found no aid . 

Againſt invaders. — ä 

1 hey err who count it glorious to ſubdue 

By conqueſt far and wide, to over-run 

Large countries, and in field great battles win, 

Great cities by aſſault: What do theſe worthies ? 
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Why, rob, and ſpoil, and burn, ſlaughter and inſlave 
Peaceable nations, neighbouring or remote 5 
Mlade captive, yet deſerving freedom more 5 
Than thoſe their conquerors; who leave behind 
Nothing but ruin whereſoe' er they ro ve, 
And all the flouriſhing works of peace deſtroy; 
Then ſwell with pride, and muſt be titled gods, 
Great benefactors of mankind, deliverers 
Till conqu'ror death Aiſcovers them ſcarce men, 
Rolling in brutiſh vices, and deform'd, 
Violent or ſhameful death their due reward.” 


Mucrox. 
WRITTEN BY Dn. PORTEOUS, BISHOP OF LONDON. 


4 « TW AS not — 
By ſabtile fraud to ſnatch a fingle life, 

Punny impiety ! whole kingdoms fell, 

To fate the luſt of power; more horrid ſtill, 

The fouleſt ſtain and ſcandal of our nature 

Became its boaſt One murder made a Villain, 
Millions a Hero !—Princes were privileged 

To kill, and numbers ſanCQtify'd the crime. 

Ah! why will Kings forget that they are Men? 

And Men that they are Brethren ? Why delight. 

In human ſacrifice? Why burſt the ties 2 

Of Nature, that ſhould knit their ſouls together 

In one ſoft band of amity and love ? ESA 

Yet ſtill they breathe deſtruction, till go on 

Inhumanly ingenious to find out | 

New pains for life, new horrors for the grave; 

Artificers of Death! flill Monarchs dream 

Of univerſal Empire growing up 

From univerſal ruin! BLAST THE DESIGN, 

GREAT Gop or HosTs! NOR LET THY CREATURES FALL 


= 


UnziTED VIicTIMs AT AMBITION'S SHRINE.” 3 


ODE TO THE DRUM. 


66 I Hate that drum's diſcordant ſound, 

Parading round, and round, and round; 

To thoughtleſs youth it pleaſure yields, 
And lures from cities and from fields: 

To fell their liberty for charms, 

Of tawdry lace, and glitt'ring arms 

And when ambition's voice commands | 


To march, and fight, and fall in foreign landg, 
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I hate that drum's diſcordant ſound, |. 
Parading round, and round, and round; 
To me it talks of ravag'd plains, & 
And burning towns, and ruin'd ſwains, 
And mangled limbs, and dying groans, 
And widow's tears and orphan's moans ; 
And all that miſery's hand beſtows, 
To (well the catalogue of human woes!” 


When ſhall ſuch toys decoy no more, 
And hoſtile cannons ceaſe to roar ? 
a ! when will Brethren. drop their rage, 
_ *Ceaſe 'gainfl each other war to wage, 
When men as foes no longer meet, : 
But ſhall their ſwords to plough-ſhares beat? 


— 


In ſpite of earth, in ſpite of hell, : 
War ſhall 8 the liſt of woes to ſwell. 


Tum ear, Almighty God, incline, 
To hear our pray'rs, our cauſe make thine; 
When Orphans cry, the poor complain, 
And Widows weep, do not refrain. 


In wrath is rear'd thy mighty hand, 
While war—dire war afflifts our Land; 
Thy ſcourge the angry nations feel, 
And ſtates, as with an earthquake, reel. 
Ah! Europe bleeds at ev'ry vein, 
Mourns cities burnt, and myriads ſlain, 

_ Whole carnage fertile vallics fills, . 
While blood {till flows in thouſand rills. 


In theſe dire ſcenes, ye Britons,” hark | 
'To God's dread voice, your guilt thence mart; 


#F This points the piece, and whets the ſteel, 


Ard makes proud finners vehgeance feel. 


A nations fins forebode her fate, 

Not fare repented of too late ; 

Theſe furniſh triumphs to her foes, 

And turn her proſp'rous ſtate to woes. 

To duty turn, be timely wiſe, ER 
Implore forgiveneſs from the Skies; 

Your fins break off before too late, 

And the decree bring forth your fate. 


Of human aid make not your boaſt, 
No king is ſaved by an hol ; 


— 
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For curſed is the man who makes ; 
Frail fleſh his arm, thence courage takes f. - 


How long, ye Friends of Mars, how long, 
Shall war's dire art its ſway prolong? 


+ They that make creatures their confidence, are but preparing ſhame ana 
confuſion for themſelves;/ when they ſhall be aſhamed, as the prophet ſpeaks, cf 
the oaks which they have deſired, and confounded for the n that they 
have choſen. Undue dependance on man, or human aid, whether in individuals 
or communities, is as really idolatry in God's ſight, as the worſhip of ſtocks and 
ſtones, and often viſited with as exemplary puniſhment. Hence theſe and the like 
cautions and warnings; “ Thus ſaiththe Lord, Curſed be the man that truſteth in 
man, and maketh fleſh his arm, and whoſe heart departeth from the Lord: Ceaſe 
ye from man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils: for wherein is he to be accounted uf? 
— Put not your truſt in princes, nor in the ſon of man, in whom there is no help. 
His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth: in that very day his thoughts 
Periſh.”” Have we not placed of late too much truſt in princes, when we have 

urchaſed their aid ſo dear? and is it not juſt with God to leave them to prove a 
bruiſed reed, whereon he that leaneth falls to the ground, or is wounded ? 

Too much reaſon hath the nation to lament this war as one of God's heavy 
judgments, when its conſequences are adverted to; a war, the peculiar principle 
of which ſeems to be, to ſet the maxims of prudence, the rules of ſound policy, 
the voice of reafon, and the dictates of humanity, at defiance. What injury 
to trade and commerce! What accumulation of national debt! a hundred mile 
lions added to the former load is no light matter. What deſtruction of the hu- 
man ſpecies, without anſwering one! valuable purpoſe! beſides the miſeries en- 
tailed on ſurviving relatives. It has been calculated, that from two manufac- 
turi-g towns, Mancheſter and Birmingham, not fewer than 60,000 have been 
. enliſted during the courſe of this war, moſt of them mechanics. When a ſum 
extends to millions, few people can form an adequate notion of it. The Reader 
will perhaps be ſurpriſed when told, that a fingle million will take 11 lunar 
months, 13 days, 9 hours and 20 minntes to one perſon to tell, calcularing at the 
rate of Ls. a minute, and allowing 12 hours a day for that purpoſe. What is 
the cauſe of the above prodigious waſte then? To this queſtion the Editor of a 
noted London paper hath given the following anſwer, © The cauſe of the War 
with France, as ſtated by the infamous Treaty of Pilnicz, was plunder and partitian; 
as ſtated by Lord Grenville, was the epening of. the Scheldt; as ſtated by Mr Pitt, 
was the invaſion of Holland; as ſtated by Lord Hood, was the re-eftablifhment of 
Monarchy, in France; es ſtated by Mr Burke, the preſervation F the Corinthian 
Pillar of poliſhed life; as ftated by Mr Powis, was to prevent the progreſs of Faco- 
bin principles, &c; as ſtared by Mr Windham, was the. preſervation of Britiſh Free- 
dom, and the Britiſo Conflitution,”” To this the Editor ſubjoins, We would 


be glad that theſe ſage politicians would now aſſign their reſpective cauſcs for its 


ſurther proſecution,” — 

In theſe ſheets, in which the Author hath attempted to dicharge a duty to God, 
and his Country, it was his object to direct the attention of the Reader to our 
public ſins, and the judgments they have procured, and he hag the higheſt au- 
thority in the nation to juſtify the view he has given of both f. We command 
that a Public Faſt and Humiliation be obſerved—tbat ſo both we and ou: people 
may humble ourſelves before Almighty God, in order to obtain pardon of our 
ſins, and may, in the moſt devout and folenin manner, ſend up cur prayers and 
Tupplic>tions to the Divine Majeſty, for averting thoſe heavy judgments which our 
manifold fins and prowocations have moſt juſtly deſerved, &c.“ The ſigns of the 
times, as our Lord terms them, being neither few nor obſcure, it is morally im- 
poſſible for a feeling mind to contemplate theſe in meaſures fraught with miſery 
to millions, and yet forbear to lament them, aud direct the attention of others 
to them, Ihe Lord's hand ig fifted up, bleſſed are they that ſee it. 

+ His Majeſty's Proclamations for a Public Faſt. 
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How long ſhall hoſtile bands appear, 5 
And man his Brother wound and tear? 


Oh! when ſhall nations, tir'd of woe, 

Their mutual jealouſies forego; : 7 
Convert their bloody ſwords and ſpears, 1 
To pruning hooks, and to plough-ſhares : L 
Let mankind foon as Brethren own, 

From cot, each other, to the throne ; 


Nor av'rice more, or pride divide „ 2 
Thoſe who fo nearly are allay d. 5 
O Thou whoſe word can quickly bind By: 

The 23 floods, and ſtormy wind, - | 
The furious tame, the proud abaſe, 


And from the duſt the humble raiſe. 1 REG 


May Afric's race ſoon break their chains, 
Exchange their life of woe and pains 3 

Their maſters threats, and drivers blows, 
For gifts that Liberty beſtows! © 
Offended God, their cauſe now plead, | 
To manly Freedom raiſe their head 
Make them, in turn, the dread of thoſe, 
Who, without cauſe, are {till their foes +! 


1 The Reader will not think the above wiſh uncharitable, which hath only 
the irreclaimable foes of God and man for its object, when he adverts to a clauſe 
in a late congratulatory addreſs to the King, by Dr Horſley, Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
and Dean of Weſtminſter: © We your Majeſty's &c. the Dean and Chapter 
of your Collegiate church of St. Peter, Weſtminſter,” &c.— And our prayers 
daily aſcend to the Almighty, that he would continue to watch over your Majeſ- 
ty for good: and over your enemies for evil.“ | L1H | | 

Since theſe verſes were written, a motion was carried in the Houſe of Com- 
| Mons, © That leave be given to bring in a bill for totally aboliſhing the Traffic 
in Slaves by Engliſh ſubjects, and that the Houfe do reſolve itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe to conſider of the ſame.” The motion paſſed by a 
majority of 26—for it 93—againſt it 67. It is to be much wiſhed this ſtep may 
be followed up to a total and ſpeedy abolition, and entire emancipation; but 
there is reaſon to fear that this will vot be ſoon the conſequence. Tho! a good 
deed, or an act of juſtice cannot be done too ſoon, yet may it come too late te 
prevent the fatal ęffects of former delay. Merit may indecd be made of neceſ- 
ſity, but this. is not entitled to much praiſe. Tho? the propoſed abolition were 
effected, there is reaſon to fear that juitly offended Heaven would caſt in our 
face the dung of ſuch a partial and conſtrained facrifice to the long inſulted 
claims of bumanity and juſtice, and viſit upon our nation the guilt contracted in. 
the deſolating progreſs of this infernal traffic. When the righteous Judge of all 
the earth enters into judgment, be will not compromiſe matters with a guilty, 
impenitent people, or accept the claims of juſtice by halyes. This he _ 
verified upon that proud oppreſſor, and cruel flave-dealer Pharaoh, whom Briti 
Slave-gealers and their patrons far exceed, and in his fate, they, and;indeed all 
oppreſſors may ſee their own deſerved doom. That tyrant, when the hand of 
God lay heavy upon him and his people, could relent, and make unvoluntary, 
and partial conceſſions, which he however, afterwards retracted, his heart going 


Kill after his covetouſneſs; whence he periſhed, with his forces, in the af and 
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Diſpoſe to wait for thee our God, 
And humbly kiſs the {miting rod; 


unhallowed attempt of bringing hack the reſcued Hebrews to their former flate 


2 ſervitude. The lover of humanity can ſcarce forbear exclaiming, So periſh 
al 


Uthe incorrigible foes of God and man, all the obſtinate troublers of mankind, 
who turn the world upſide down, in their wicked attempts to oppgſe the will 
and glory of the former, and the happineſs of the latter. if | 

The King of nations needs not the aid of a Britiſh parliament to aboliſh the 
traffic in queſtion, or to emancipate thoſe on whom it hath entailed flavery and 
woe; and there is reaſon to believe he will pour contempt upon it: for he loves 
a cheerful giver.” Should he paſs over Britain's guilt in this traffic, without 
ſome ſignal tokens of his juſt diſpleaſure, it would injure him in the eyes of hea» 
venly intelligences; but this is morally impoſſſble. Bad as mankind are, that 
prince who permitted one part of his ſubjects to inſlave and oppreſs the other, 
without benefit to himſelf, while he declined to employ his power to protect the 
injured, and redreſs their wrongs, would be execrated as by common conſent. 
Let not oppreſſors then conſtrue reſpite on God's part into impunity; for a ven- 
geance to be inflicted even ages hence, is as near in his view, as that which is to 
be inflicted to-morrow, is in ours. Verily the vengeance merited by the cauſes 
leſs effuſion of human blood, and the criminal ſervitude of fellow creatures, 
flumbereth not. 3 I | 

That nation whom we have been ſo often taught to conſider as monſters of 


| barharity, atheiſts and what nut, have aboliſhed flavery in all their dominions. 


How dignified and humane their late conduct, in proclaiming liberty to our 
eaptives on the African coaſt, and opening the priſon to thoſe whom we had 
bound in fetters! How noble the conduct of a Captain of one of their priva- 
teers or frigates lately! Having captured ſome of our flave ſhips on the Weſt In- 


_ dia coaſt, inſtead of diſpoſing of their cargoes of human captives, as Britiſh 


avarice would have taught him, at ſome neutral iſland, he had the philan- 
thropy to land them where he knew they would be all declared free, and treated 


as Brethren, which was actually the caſe. Thus he preferred the happineſs of 


rangers to his own private fortune; yet muſt have felt a pleaſure in this noble 
action, which the ſordid ſons of avarice ſhall never taſte. They make no pro- 
feſſion of religion, yet do the things it commands: but we, on the contrary, 
make great profeſſions of religion, yet act in direct oppoſition to its precepts. 
Contraſt with the above our public conduct. In the American war, we gave the 
Indians a proferred price for the ſcalps of our revolted Brethren, a ſalutary cor- 
rection to reclaim them to the bleſſings of Britiſh Freedom! By proclamation 
we invited the French planters to put themſelves under the Britiſh government, 

from this motive among others, that thereby their ſlaves would be kept in ſub- 

jection, or from ere 4 liberty. By proclamation, we alſo fixed a price on the 


heads of the Maroon Negroes in the Weſt Indies; and of late, as the Jamaica 


papers, and ours from them, inform us, kave ſent to Cuba for packs of feroci- 
ous Blood Hounds, to hunt them- down, which, we were told, had arrived at 
our camp. Thus we employ the ſame means to extirpate that poor people, which 
the Spaniards employed to extirpate the original inhabitants of America. And 
for what crime are theſe wretched negroes hunted down as wild beak? Why, 
for ſhewing themſelves men, by aſſerting their liberty and independence, in op- 
poſing us, and their former tyrants, amidſt their native woods and mountains, 
To the fatal eſſects of ſuch meaſures the unoffending—even defenceleſs females, 
and helpleſs children, are chiefly expoſed. Heavens! how long ſhall ſuch deeds 


' tarniſh the fame, and ſtain the annals of a civilized nation? How long will 


thoſe who abet and practiſe them, have the effrontery to boaſt of humanity, re- 


ligion, liberty, and the love of juſtice! 


lf any thing hath been unfairly ſtated, or exaggerated in theſe ſheets, . 
which might eaſily happen ingffvercing to ſo many different circumſtances, the 


+ Candid Reader will impute this to inadvertency, mifinformawon, or a concern a- 


bout the real or apprehended evils animadverted on, and not to deſign, or diſaſ- 


feftion to the civil, or religious intereſts of our Country. 


- 


; e throne, or cot they ſit, 
Whenc 


A#PENDIX. 


Jill thou ſhalt our Deliv'rance ſend, 
And cauſe our woes in joys to end. 


O let thy wiſdom ever guide 


All thoſe o'er nations that preſide, 


That Fneath their mild and equal ſway, 


Theſe ſhare may peace and joy alway. 


Let bended knees ſurround thy throne, 
And worſhip riſe to thee alone ; 

Moſt High and mighty is thy name, 
And Sacred Majeſty thy claim. 

How long will mortals dare invade 


His attributes who all things made, 
And would be gods, to flight Him bold, 


Unmindful of their earthly mould? 


He of no rival will admit, : 


& 
"Then. 


is dread threat contempt to ſhed 
On thoſe who vie with him their Head. 


Thine arm reveal, great King of kings, 
Which to the poor ſalvation brings; 
That mighty Arm of old which broke, 
From Ifſra'T's neck the tyrant's yoke. 


Aſunder burſt each ſervile chain, 

Let Truth and Reaſon only reign, 
True love prevail, and diſcord ceaſe, 
And bid fell Wars ſoon end in Peace | 
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